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iNTRODUCTION 

" The Second Volume of Selections from Nagpur Residency 

Records covers the period from 1807 to 1811, and falls under the 
following heads — 

(1) Nagpui Residency and Bhonsla’s Affairs 

(^a) Sambalpur Affairs. 

(3) Pindarics 

(4) Nizam’s Affaiis 

(5) Smdhia’s AJfairs 

(6) Peshwa’s Affairs 

(7) Holkar’s Affairs 

(8) Bundelkhand 

(9) Miscellaneous 

The records under Nagpur Residency refer to the transfer of 
Mr Elphinstone to Poona as Resident there, and the appomtment 
of Mr Jenkins as the Resident at Nagpur Payment or pensions 
tor SIX months (ist July to 31st December 1809) to Shridhar Pandit 
amounts to Rs 16,000, and to Jaswant Rao and Jaikisan Pandit for 
one year (ist January to 31st December 1809) amounts to Rs 21,000 
These pensions, paid to the Rajah’s servants, made them spies of 
the British, who could always mfluence the management of 
Bhonsla’s affairs through these traitors Bhonsla’s affairs during 
this period show some significant developments It is noticed that 
the Bhonsla had increased his army on his frontier m order to 
occupy Hoshangabad and Seoni In this matter he did not achieve 
much success Then the British proposed to station an army for 
the security of Bhonsla’s northern frontier but it was not acceptable 
to the Bhonsla The Nawab of Bhopal was subsequently sounded 
to accept such an army and he was mohned to do so, but no further 
development took place 

The documents under Sambalpur Affairs contam important 
information Nana Saheb, Raghojrs brother, had Ratanpur and 
Chanda as his appanage As the ruler of Ratanpur, he controlled 
the territories of Sambalpur and some of the neighbouring Rajahs 
The Rajah of Sambalpur had been captured long before this tune 
and had been retained as a prisoner by Nana Saheb Now by 
treacherous means Sambalpur was occupied by Ramachandra 
Wagh, an officer of Nana Saheb, and the Ram, the sole ruler of 
Sambalpur, fled away to take shelter with the British One of the 
documents pertam to the pilgrim tax levied by the Zammdar of 
Mayurbhanj in Orissa on the pilgrims passmg through his territory 
to Pun The amount, thus collected, madentally shows the number 
of such pilgnms visitmg Pun from the north every year 

Under Pmdanes the records reveal mterestmg facts Chitoo, 
the leader of the Pmdanes, was determmed to devastate Bhonsla’s 
territories because Bhonsla’s troops on his north-western frontier 
had kiUed his adopted son In consequence, they spread mtp 
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Chhaiusgarh and Chamb nwl c\cn threatened Nagimr* the 
cnvironi of which within four mile* of h were »u!)jccic<I to their 
raida. The Rntish Rciidcnt had to call for lomc ranforcanenu 
to his escort from H)dcrahad Chttoo and Kanm Ktian h^d 
declared that they Intcndctl to wrest Carha Mandla from the 
Bhonsla Though Bhrmslas Commander Sadik Ah Khan defeated 
a strong contingent of Binibncs on 8ih l>ccembcr 1809 within a few 
months after nils defeat the) Itad snread Into Setmi and Bciul 
Tired of their dcprctbtions tltc Bhonsla had at one time thought 
of giving them n part of hi* icmtoncs in **tl>c vianily of Nizams 
frontier^ on the condition tint ilic) stopped tlicir rarages. He had 
also ncgonatctl for 1 Bntuh army to l>c stationed near Im northern 
frontier as a sccuni) measure Tltcsc pbn* did not maicnaltsc. 
Closes advance from Poona through Berar and Nagpur icmtorics 
up to the Ncrliudda however provwl an cfTcaivc check to thdr 
raids for sometime. 

The records further Indicate iliai at this time the Goremor 
General was eager to prevent Mccr Klian another leader of the 
Pindancs and an allv of Jaswant Roo Ilolkar from securing a 
foothold m or near tnc Bhonsbs tcrritoncs In the north beause 
of two important considerations Flrstl) Mccr khan might carre 
out a prlnapality for himself m these regions and then form an 
nllbncc with the Nizam and thus become a menace to the secunty 
and tranquillity of the Bntish Empire in India Secondly the 
icmtoncs which Meer Khan was likely to acquire might be 
conquered and given to the Bhonsb as a compensation for hts 
losses at the Second Maraiha War In order to conciliate him 
RcOTrdmg Nizam s affairs the document* of the ^Tar 1807 
record me dismissal of Raph Mahtpat Ram from the av^ authority 
In Berar the appointment of Rajah Gorind Baksh thereto and the 
proposal chat a iramon of the sulnidiary force be stationed 
pernunentJy at Basim. Tlic dumissal 01 Kaph Mahipat Ram 
created some trouble for the British and the Nizam whose 
favounlc he was. He fled to Shobpur and brought about a coup 
iPelat there. A small Bntish force sent to punish him was defeated 
with some loss. But ultimately he wo* driven ouf and sought 
shelter with Jaswant Rao Holkar 

On the 8th December 1808 died the aged minister Meer AUum 
and there followed for sometime a senes of inirigucs and counter 
Intngues for succession to that office, in which the bdics of the 
harem pbyed a si^Ccant part Ulumately Munir-ulMulW was 
appomted to succeed Meer Allum, But soon after his aji^Incmcnt 
he became jealous of his Scercta^ or Peshknr Raph Chandubl 
and through the instrumentality of his niece and Nizam s favourite 
wife Chandni Begum created some miiundersianding and suspicion 
m the mind of the Nizam against ChandubL Swayed by suspicion 
that Rajah Chandubl was more eager to sene the British mte r cst 
than hxi the Nizam almost preapitated a minor crisis by refusing 
audience to the Bntish Resident when on one occasion the btter 
sought it. Dunng this period the Nizam swcUmg in suppressed 
tuipiaon. and anger is reported to have commltttd tome of die 
^nost capnaous senseless and even ferocious acts m his daily He 
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is said to have himself heaten to death one of his maid servants and 
to have been cooking his own food with his oivn hands But ulti- 
mately the cloud of suspicion was cleared away by the patient and 
conciliatory effoits of the British Resident Mr H Russell and Rajah 
Chandu Lai, and the lattei was restored to favoui 

Smdhia's affairs during this period show signs of mismanage- 
ment m external relations and gradual deterioration in mtemal 
admmistration His relations with the Rajput states of Jaipur, 
Jodhpur and Udaipui, which were never veiy coidial, worsened under 
the direction of Bapoo Rao Sindhia and Rajah Ambajee Ingha 
At one time, theiefore, Dowlat Rao thought of personally inter- 
vening m tlie Rajput affairs South of his teiritones he was mchned 
to pursue a sclieme of conquest, that is of Bhopal, m collaboration 
with the Bhonsla and Holkar Terms on the basis of which ,the 
conquest and partition of Bhopal were to be effected were discussed, 
but the parties did not go very far m the reahzation of their ambi- 
tions Internal administration deteriorated due to the mutual 
j'ealousies of Ministers Raja Ambajee Ingha, Sarji Rao Ghatgay 
and Baboo Rao Angria pulled different ways, and at one time it 
■was repoited that Sindhia was gomg to mairy a daughter of Baboo 
Rao Angria in order to neutralise the mfluence of Baij’a Bai, 
Sindhia’s wife, and her father Sar]i Rao Ghatgay The revenue 
had dwmdled from crore and a half to 70 lakhs, and consequently 
the troops were heavily in arrears of pay 

hi May 1809 died Rajah Amba]ee Anglia, and m July of the 
same year Sarji Rao Ghatgay was killed m consequence of a tragic 
hut mtrigumg incident Meer Khan, the Pindari leader, actmg on 
behalf of his master Jaswant Rao Holkar, often raided Rajput states 
in collaboration ivith the generals of the Sindhia These 
intermmable predatory activities of the Holkar and Smdhia made 
the Rajput states gradually turn away from them and seek the 
protection of the Bntish 

Durmg this period the Peshwa expen enced some domestic 
difficulties due to the defiant attitude of some of his feudatory 
chieftams like Appa Saheb Patwardhan and Bapu]i Ganesh Gokla, 
and due to the ambitions and unfriendhness of his brother Chimnaji 
Appa Sadashiv M^^iheshwar, Peshwa’s mmister, failed to bring 
about a settlement of the matters under dispute between Appa 
Saheb and the Peshwa on the one hand and between Gokla and 
the Peshwa on the other The timely mtervention of the British 
Resident, however, resulted m the peaceful tenmnation of the 
matters at issue between the Peshwa and the Gokla, but it failed 
in regard to that between the Peshwa and Appa Saheb Patwardhan 
Subsequently, a settlement was effected only by a threat of force 

Chimnaji, Peshwa’s brother, is not during this period mchned 
to live on cordial terms "with the Peshwa When Jaswant Rao 
Holkar proposed a visit to Jefoori on a pilgrimage and wanted to 
pay respect to the Peshwa at Poona it was resisted hy the Peshwa 
and not liked by the Resident But Chinmaji seems to have enter- 
tained the proposal, and was in coirespondence with the Holkar, 
for reasons of forming a sort of consipiracy with him against the 
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Pc^h^va Ultimately lioucrer the propwwl tisit of the Ilolkar did 
not come off Tltc Pcihwa dunnj; this period >vanted to appoint 
a Sir Siilialulnr for the managcniciu of nini lie claimed as his 
^sessions m Ilindustnn like Kalpi Jliansi Orchha, etc Tlic 
British Resilient Colonel Clmc resisted his claim f on the ground 
that it implicil ^ breach of the treat) of Basscln On the same 
ground tlphinsione the succcs'or of Clo'-c at the Poona Court 
objcacd to the oro^ioscd transfer of Cara kola hy the Bhonsla and 
Sindhia to the Pcsliua ivithout the prennus sanction of the Bntish 
Government In this connection Unhinunnc tried to Impress 
upon the Pcsluva that h) the treaty of Eastern Smilhla anil Bhonsla 
became foreign princes and ificrcforc Pcsliuai s relations witli 
them liccamc a ttibjcci of approol by the British Covcmmcni 

Other cicnts that occurrcil during this period arc the death 
of the Uabj son and the onl) child of the I’cshwa and of \aslioda 
Bai the ividou.of Madbo Rao Pcshtva and the disafTeaion of the 
Sonihem jaginlar* and spccull) of Alidulhh Khan the Natvab 
of Sani'anoor AlKlnlLali Khan teas dcfcaied anil captured and 
later bioTvn from the mouth of the gun Hie dq»rrtiaiion of the 
Pmdnncs and the cbims of the Peshtra for Onmh from the Nizam 
arc also referred lo The last document in this section is a clispatcli 
from the Cliicf Sccrctar) Fdmonsionc m which he discusses m a 
mastcrl) wa) the good and liad effects of the system of Sultsidiary 
Alliances 

Hollars affairs dunng this penod ucre much in a mess, 
Ouang to Ills bad health and mental condition liis Pindary collabo* 
rater Metr Khan uais paining avrendanev m his Coaemment, He 
teas m combination null Sarp Rao Ghatgav bu5\ for some time m 
Rajpuiana committing dqirctlafions m Jaipur icmtoncs. Jaswani 
Rao had giacn up the idea of intcrfcnnp m the affain. of Rajput 
states. Ills arm) liad duandlcd in strength like his revenues and 
he himvlf was fa*;! smlmg in health He is said to hate been 
possessed and ccrtalnR showed signs of deUnum dunng his bst 
days He ivantcd to go to Jcioori on a pilgnmagc to be cured of 
Im disease and in that connection had unlicn a letter to Chimnaji 
Appa m which he professed deep lovaha to him m preference to 
the Pcshiva I have lately dispatched he avrotc my brother 
Mecr Khan and 1 have an army consisting of near a lac and 
half of troops Tlic pleasure of the Rao Sahih (the Pcshxva) does 
not appear to be what it ought to be. I must take courage 

I am looking with hope toivards }-ou (Pape 5^) Soon after tht 
he died (1811) and Tulsi Bai m league \nth a few other* invited 
Meet Khan to become the head of the Gotemment Malhar Rao 
a minor son of Jaswant Kao succeeded and apnlicd for a robe of 
investiture to the Mughal Emperor at Delhi Tills application wa* 
by the Bntuh Resident Charles Metcalfe on the ground 
that “ under exisung order of things an invesuture from the throne 
jf Delhi could add no validity to the succctsion of Malhar Rao” 

In regard to the 'Bundclkhtnd Affair* only two important 
tact* are referred to In these document* One is that Shahnagar 
Zanundary of Shahgor (page 569) was claimed by 
the Bnotisla of Nagpur But that claim wa* untenable and the 
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>?)amLnaaiy was handed over to the Rajah of Punna The other 
fact referrred to, is the dispute between the Chief of Garha Kota and 
the Bhonsla The latter was besieging Garha Kota, but when the 
troops of Sindhia under Jean Baptiste arrived they abandoned it 
and thus let it fall into the hands of the Sindhia 

Under “Miscellaneous”, a number of documents contam inter- 
estmg information pertaining to the currencies and their rates of 
exchange, Hmdu-Mushm riots at Delhi and Benares, remission of 
duties levied on the pilgrims at Gaya and Allahabad, and prices "of 
foodgrains in Nagpur territories The two Hmdu-Muslim riots 
bnefiy reported in the documents m pages 576 — 79 biing out the 
fanatical intolerance of the Muslim population of these cities about 
one hundred and fifty years ago 
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Nagpur Residency and Bhonsla’s Affairs 


] 

25th Jnnuarj 1807 

M S Elphinstonc, Resident' 
at Nagpur 

Colonel B Close, Resident 
at Poona 

1 

2 

15thMa> 1807 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
nt Nagpur 

The Hon’blc Sir G H 
Barlow , Governor- 
Gencral 

1 

3 

20th July 1807 

J Baillie, Lucknou 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur 

2 

4 

1 31st July 1807 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary' 
to Government 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur. i 

2 

5 

28th August 1807 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur 

Tlie Rt Hon’ble Lord 
Minto, Governor- 
Gener^ 

3 

6 

1 1th October 1807 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur 

The Rt Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
General 

4 

7 

4t]i March 1808 

R. Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur 

The Officer Commanding, 
Go\ emor’s Body Guard 

5 

8 

28tli March 1808 

N B Edmonstonc, Sccrctarv 
to Government 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur 

6 

9 

27th January 1809 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Government 

R Jenkins, Actmg Resident 
at Nagpur 

6 

10 

8thjul> 1809 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary' 
to Government 

R Jenkins, Actmg Resident 
at Nagpur 

12 

11 

29th October 1 809 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur. 

Colonel B Close 

13 

12 

23rd December 1 809 

R Jenkins, Acting Resident 
at Nagpur 

Colonel B Close 

21 

13 

30th January 1810 

C Lusliington, Actmg Secre- 
tary to Government 

R Jenkms, Actmg Resident 
at Nagpur 

21 

14 

22nd February 1 8 1 0 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Government 

Colonel B Close 

24 

15 

13th February 1810 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Government 

Groeme Mercer, Resident 
with Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

26 

16 

8th March 1810 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Government 

R Jenkms, Actmg Resident 
at Nagpur 

27 

17 

26th March 1810 . 

N B Edmonstonc, Secretary 
to Government 

R Jenkms, Actmg Resident 
at Nagpur 

29 

18 

26th March 1810 

Colonel B Close 

Richard Jenkms, Actmg 
Resident at Nagpur. 

32 
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27th Mmh \m 

R JmVin» Rnllrnt at N«c 
pur 

CelAfl 1 n 

34 

20 

28th March 1810 

11 \SooJ Aciinit Cml Audi 
mr I ort William 

IL JrrVlnt nmxJmt at 
Stfpur 

35 

21 

Znd Apin 1610 

N 11 1 dmooitooe Srrfrtiry 
to Corrmment 

Colonel n Owe 

35 

22 

lOih April 1610 

S n LJmonitone Vociary 
to Gorefrunenl 

Ra^«h Itichn;ee nScmls 

1 Nappuf 

37 

:i 

7th July 1610 

N n rJmoftitrme Seerrury 
to ( mrrnment 

R Jmkim AfltntneiKlent 

at Sa^rttr 

38 

24 

Mih April 1810 

N n lAlmonitone *^rrury 
to (^onmment. 

R Actliif ResUrnl 

at Naffur 

41 

25 
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N n LdfTWmaione Sectrtary 
to Gotcmrmvtt 

n JenUn* Acibf Resident 
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45 

26 
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N n nJmon tone Secretary 
to Coremment. 

R.JeTdilfrt ActlnfflXetadeni 
at Saffpuf 

47 

27 

5th Mirth 1811 

S T1 n*Uno«»tone Srentuy 
to Gotemramt 

R. Jenkins ReiUmt al 
Saepur 

49 

26 

lOihApra 1611 

S H rdmoAitonr Chlrf 
Secretary to Government 

R Jenkins Resident at 
Nacpor 

50 

29 

26th July 1811 

W A. Urooke Acmt to the 
Covemor*General 

S n Edmomtonc Chief 
Secreury to OoTcmment. 

51 

30 

30th August 181 1 

J Monekton Perwan Secre 
lary to Government 

R Jenkins Resident at 
Naypur 

51 

31 

23rd November 1811 

J Monckton Persian Secre 
tary to Coremraent 

R. JenVmt Resident at 
Sappur 

52 

32 

4th December 1611 

Colonel Conran Coramaod 
ins the Hyderabad Subah 
diary Force 

Henrv Russell Resident at 
Hyderabad 

53 

33 

27th December 1811 

Major C Cuatance lat Dn., 
20tb Regt 

R« Jenkint, Resident at 
Nappur 

34 


Sambalpur AlZalro 


1 30th October 1807 

2 23rd Norember 1 807 

3 25th Jmuiry 1 808 
A 11dijQlT]808 


R Jcnkhu Rertdent at Nag- 
pur 


N D EdrDonrtcoe Se cr e ta ry | 
to Ooremraent. 

K B Edmooitooe S e cr e tary ! 
to G o re mm gnu 

The Govemor*General 


The Rt. HonTile Lord] 
Mbito Governor 
General. 

R. Jenltlta Retldent at] 
Nacpur 

R. Jenkins Resident atj 
Najpttr 

Rajah Rasbojl Bhooala 
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65 

72 



CHRONOLOGY OF LETTERS 


A « • 

Xlll 


Serial 

No. 


Date 


From 


To 


Page 


Sambalpur Affairs — cont 


29th No\ ember 1808 

R Jcnkin*?, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Captain Roughsedge, 

Commanding the Ram- 
garh Bn 

20tliIMnv 1809 

Captain Roughsedge, Com- 
manding the Ramgarh 
Battalion 

R ]enkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

4th June 1809 

Captain F Roughsedge, 

Commanding the Ramgarh 
Battalion 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

26th June 1809 

N. B Fdmonstone, Chief 
Secretar)' to Government 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

24th Februarj 1810 

Captain E Roughsedge, 

Commanding the Ramgarh 
Battalion 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Nt December 1811 

R Higgot 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 
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Ist February 1807 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

The Hon’ble Sir G H Bar- 
low, Governor-General 

89 

26th June 1807 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

The Hon’ble Sir G H 
Barlow. Governor- 
Gcneral 

90 

3 Ist March 1809 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel Doveton, Com- 
manding in Berar 

91 

5th July 1809 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel Doveton, Com- 
manding in Berar 

92 

16th October 1 809 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

93 

18th October 1809 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

96 

3 Ist October 1809 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel B Close, Resident 
at Poona 

102 

4th November 1809 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel B Close, Resident 
at Poona 

103 

6th November 1809 

Colonel B Close, North Bank 
of the Godavery, Khair 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

105 

1 1th November 1809 

Colonel B Close 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

106 

14th November 1809 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel Martindell, Officer 
Commandmg in Bundel- 
khand 

107 

1 6th November 1 809 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel Close, Jalna 

109 
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Nrf^uf 

S n njnKm lonr Chief 130 

•'erinirT' to Gm errmufli. 


23 17th Jtrnuo 1810 


IC JmUn llrtUmt at 
Nairpur 


Colreirl n Gore 


24 I l^th Januity 1810 Colonrl 11 Clow 


Ueuu-Coltmrl Manlndcll 134 


23 I9tb Januarx 1610 CoIotkI D Clotc 


26 1 23th January 1810 


N 0 IMmontiooe Chl<( 
accTrtiry to Corcmmmi. 


N D rJmoiioof Chid 135 
Srcxttirylo Corrmment 

Colonel U CIok 136 


27 I 3Ut January 1810 I Colootl D Ckw 


28 3l»t January 1610 I Colonel 0 Go«e 


29 6th February 1610 | Colonel D. Ctote 


30 I I2th February 1810 Colonel B Goae 


31 27th February 1 8 1 0 Colon al D Cloee 


32 25tb February 1810 


N D Edmonatone, Chk 
Secta tar y to O u f emm ent. 


N D Edtnomicmc Chid 138 
SccTCtary to Oovemment 

\ D. Edmonitoo Chid 139 
Se cr etary to Ooremment. 

R. Jenkm*! Realdcnt at 141 
Nappur 

R Jenkln* Realdcnt at HI 
Nagpur 

N B Edinontton Chid 142 
Se cr etary to Government 

f Colonel B Goa« |45 
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PindarieF — cont 

To 

33 

1st March 1810 

Colonel B Close 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

34 

1 0th March 1810 

Colonel B Close 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

35 

22nd March 1810 

Colonel B Close 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

36 

17th November 1810 

Henrv Russell, Actmg Resi- 
dent at Poona. 

The Rt Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
General 

37 

21 St November 1810 

R Jenkms, Actmg Resident 
at Nagpur 

Colonel H Conran, Com- 
manding at Jalna 

38 

22nd November 1810 

R Jenlun*', Resident at 
Nagpur 

Colonel H Conran, Com- 
manding at Jalna 

39 

15/16th December 
1810 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Colonel H Conran, Com- 
manding at Jalra 

40 

12th January 181 1 . 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

1 Richardson, Agent to the 
Govemor-G e n e r a 1, 
Banda 

41 

9th March 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

C Russell, Actmg Resident 
at Hyderabad 

42 

26th November 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Colonel Conran, Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force 

43 

26th November 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

H Russell, Resident at 
Hyderabad 

44 

28th November 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

Colonel Conran, Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force 

45 

2nd December 1811 . 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

Colonel Conran, Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force 

46 

1 1 th December 1811 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Colonel Conran, Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force 

47 

12th December 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

Colonel Conran, Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force 

48 

1 3th December 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Colonel Conran, Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidiary Force 

49 

1 8th December 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

Colonel Conran,' Com- 
manding the Hyderabad 
Subsidary Force 

50 

29th December 1811 

R Jenkms, Resident at 

H Russell, Resident at! 


! 

Nagpur 

Hyderabad j 
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1808. 

12 5lh Septanbtr 1803 T Sydenham Roidei t ki The Ru (Ion hie IxKd 242 

Hyderabad Mixito Governor 

Central 

13 10th December 1803 T S^dmlnm UeiJdert at The Rt Hon ble Lord 253 

H>kferkbkd Vlmto Governor 

Cenerkt 

14 ^th Mkfch 1807 T S^enham Resident at R Jentlni Rckidcnt at 234 

Hyderabad Ntj^ur 

15 I7ihApiill809 T Sydenham R«ident at R Jcnklnk, lleaWcnt at 260 

Hyderabad ISagpur 


16 17th Aprfl 1809 


I T ^denham Realdent at] R. Jenlclns Reaklent atl 283 


17 16th July ini 


18 27th July I 1 


Henrr Rusaell Realdent at Richard Jenkbu Resident 293 
Ilydernbad. at Nagpur 

Henrv Rumll Resident at Rlchml JenUns Resident 301 
Hyderabad at Nagpur 


CHRONOLOGY OF LETTERS 


VXU 


Date 

20tb September 1811 
7th November 1811 

6th Februarj' 1 807 

28th February 1807 
29th March 1807 . 

15th April! 807 
1 rth April 1 807 
1 0th May 1 807 
18th May 1807 
1 5 th August 1807 
7th September 1 807 
1 4th November 1 807 

1 1th December 1807 

1 3th January 1 808 

18th Apnl 1808 

29th May 1808 
29Ui May 1808 


From 

To 



Nizam’s Affairs — cent 


1 Henry Russell, Resident atj Richard Jenkins, Resi I 

Hyderabad 

dent at Nagpur 

Henry Russell, Resident at 

Richard Jenkins, Resi- 

Hyderabad 

dent at Nagpur 


Page 


304 

318 


Sindhia's Affairs 


G Mercer, Resident with 
Dovlat Rao Smdhia 


G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mer-er, Resident withj 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowla Rao Smdhia 

I 

G Mercer, Resident wiihi 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia I 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 


G Mercer, Resident wath 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 


G Mercer, Resident with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 


G IVIercer, Resident with 
Dow'lat Rao Smdhia 


G Mercer, Resident with 
Dow'Iat Rao Smdhia j 

M Elphinstonc, Resident 
with Dow’] at Rao Smdhia 


The Hon’ble Sir G H 
Barlow, Bart , Governor- 
General 

325 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

326 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

328 

R Tenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

330 

N B Edmostone, Secre- 
tary to Government 

332 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

332 

The Governor-General, 
Fort William 

334 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

335 

The Governor- General, 

Fort Wilham 

337 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
General 

339 

The Right Hon’ble Lordi 
Mmto, Governor- 
General 

341 

1 

1 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
General 

344 

Tlie Right Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
Gcneral 

345 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

348 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, G o v e r n o I 
General 

343 
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16 

ii»h July lew 

M 1 Iphimtrmr tlrUdmi 
vith DnnUl tlioSindtux 

1 Thr ni hi llonbW 

Corerner 

CffiefjL 

3 349 

V 

lih July 1603 

M rirhifvttfmi* Tin dmi 

with DohUi Itio ^indhU. 

T1 f nicl * Tlmi*hU Lrm 
M nro CorcToo r 
f cnml 

1 330 

16 

20th Au;:it«t 1633 

n ClrM«* RnlJ fit tkilK 
I>onUt Km hintllu^. 

Thf n cht IfoftT)If T^e 
Minio Oovcrnor 
CcntfiL 

I 354 

19 

I7ih S<Titnnl'>fT 1693 

11, Cltnf Pn dmt »*ill 
Uonlit 1^ Sindhil. 

Tlvf RicM llen'hlf Lortl 
^llntn Governor 
C rmrah 

356 

20 

ih NoTrmbfT 1833 

R Cloif Rnldoit with 
D'^Ut lUASinJhii. 

“n/f lUrht Ilonble Lord 
M nru CoTcrnor 
Oftxnl. 

360 

21 

25lh NovTfnl>cT 1833 

R Ctcrtf RrddcTJt with 
DcwUt Kiobiodlu. j 

nic Richt HonTle Lord 
Nlinto Ooreroori 
OfitenL 

364 

22 

7ih Mirth 1809 

R, Clo« Rmdfflt with 
Dowlat Rio Siodhu. 

R, Jmitnv RftJdatt »t 
Naepur 

366 

21 

17ih Apifl 1609 

R CVwf Rmdtflt with 
DowUt lUo bmdl u. 

R JtT>\.uM, RnWmt it 
Nispuf 

372 

24 

^IrtMiy 1809 

R Chrtf Rtildfttt witl 

1 DowU lUo^tndhu. 

R. JftiViM Rctldeni it 
NieP'O’ 

375 

23 

24th Miy 1809 

R, ri*nff Rnldcnt with 
' no«lat Km bindlui. 

1 

R. JfftVlxu, Ratdffit at 
Nfjrpuf 

378 

26 

I5tb Miy 1809 

1 

R. Ooif RftJdcnl with 
DowUt Rio blndhio. 

R. Jmlitni, Reddeot at 

Jsifpur 

380 

27 

1 th July 1809 

R, Clojf Retident with 
OowUt Kio SindhU. 

R. Jenkins, Reildcnt it 

NaCptif 

382 

28 

j 

2 ih IilT 1809 

R. Clo«, n«Tid«\t wvlh 
DowU> Rio Sindlua. 

The Right Hoa We Lord 
Min o, Corrrnor 
Geo n- 

367 

29 

10th Aoptt 1809 

R, CtoM R«dtnt with 
DouUt Rio bmdhU. 

The Rltht Hon’l>te Lord 
Minto, Governor 
Gen nil. 

368 


Pevhwa s 


28th Fibmiiy 1607 

Colonel Cloee Keddeot it 

The Hoo’ble 6h G H. 

Poona. 

^rlo, Bart, Ooremor 
Oeneiil 

1807 

Colonel Ckise Reddest at 
Poona. 

R. Jcphins, Reddest si 
Nagpur. 

TIitMar 1607 

CoIoQ>] Close Resident at 
Poona. 

R. Jeskfau Resident at 
Nscpor 
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•401 
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10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Date 

From 

To 


Peshvva’s AiTalrs — rent 


29th June 1807 

Colonel Close, Resident at 
Poona 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

15th August 1807 

Colonel Close, Resident nt 
Poona 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

26th August 1807 

Colonel B. Close, Resident nt 
Poona. 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

18th September 1807 

Colonel B Close, Resident at 
Poona. 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

3rd November 1807 

Colonel B. Close, Resident nt 
Poona. 

The Right Hon’hle Lord 
Minto, ^Gov ernor- 
Gcncral 

I6llijanuar> 1808 .. 

Colonel B, Close, Resident at 
Poona. 

The Right Hon'ble Lord 
Minto, Governor- 
Gcnernl. 

18th November 1808 

Colonel B. Close, Resident at 
Poona 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Minto, Governor- 
General 

29th December 1808 

Lt-Col.J Doveton . 

Colonel Wallace 

11th June 1809 

Colonel B Close, Resident at 
Poona. 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

18th November 1809 

H Russell, Acting Resident 
at Poona. 

R. Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

29th November 1 809 

H Russell, Acting Resident 
at Poona. 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur. 

27th January 1810 . 

H Russell, Acting Resident 
at Poona. 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Minto, Governor- 
General 

30th June 1810 

H Russell, Actmg Resident 
at Poona 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Minto, Governor- 
General 

^ 25th August 1810 .. 

H Russell, Actmg Resident 
at Poona 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Minto, Governor- 
General 

5 lat September 1 81 0 

H Russell, Actmg Resident 
at Poona 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
Gener^ 

9 13th September 1810 

H Russell, Actmg Resident 
at Poona. 

The Right Hon’ble Lord 
Mmto, Governor- 
General 
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402 

402 

404 

408 

409 

412 

417 

418 

419 

424 

424 
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433 

439 

443 

445 
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To 
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3(Hh NOTTfol*cr 1610 

Ilth December 1810 

Itt Jtnutrr (61 1 

lOtbPcbruirr I8tl 
27ih FfbroiTvlBn 

28ih Tebnury 181 1 

23k 1 MiTth 1611 
17th April 1811 
I2ih\Uy 1811 
26th M*r 1811 
2(it Jane 1811 
23rcl June 1611 
27th June 181 1 
2nd August 161 1 
23rd August 1611 
13th September 1811 
1 2th Oc t ober 1811 
13th October 1811 


1 cthWB a AfT^lraw^ca/ 


!( nuneU Aettoc flctMm 
at Poona 

TTw* night IIon*hle I^d 
^l^nlo Governor 
Gencfsl 

11 n nteU Acting Retldm 
at PoortL. 

The Rtglii llonl»te Lord 
Minw Governor 
Cenettl 

II RuticU \ct»nc nciUteit 
at Poonx. 

n Jenkins Resident at 
Ntcpor 

It Rui%cn, Acimg nesidrnt 
at Pofmi 

R. Jenkins nrsJdrnt at 
Nigpur 

H HuihU Acting Resldm 

at Pooru. 

R Jenkins Resident at 
Njfpur 

H Ruitell Acting Rrsldenl 
at Poons 

R. Jenkins Resident tl 
Nsgpuf 

M nplunnoot Resident 
at Pooni. 

R. Jenkins Resident at 
iinjr 

M npHrutone Resident at 
Poonx 

n Imklnr Rnidenr at 
SiRpur 

M Clpblnstont Resident at 
Poonx 

R. Jcnldox Resident at 
Nagpur^ 

\L ClphuTttooe Resident ai 
Poonx 

R. Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

M Flphfavrtone Resident at 
Poottt. 

R. Jenkins Resident at 
Nagpur 

FUphiastone Resident at 
Poonx 

R Jenkins Resident at 
Nagpur 

M Flplilnstone Resident ai 
Poona 

n Jenkins Resident at 
Nagpur 

N B. Ednwnstone Secretary 
to Government. 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

hL Elphinstooc Resident al 
Poonx 

R. Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

N B, Edmonstone. Chief 
Secretary to Govermaent. 

R. Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

hL Flphlnstonx Resident at 

PoOtLX 

R. Jenkins, Resident at 

N^uc 

M Dphinstoae, Resident at 
Pooox 

Hia Excellency Ueutenant- 
Oeneral Howett, Vice- 
President in CosmeiL 

N B Fdraftr^nne, Chief 
Secretary to GorettuneftX 

R. Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 
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Page 



Holkar’s Afialrs 



1 

Ist September 1807 

N B Fdmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

549 

2 

1 9th November 1 809 

Henry Russell, Resident at 
Poona 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government. 

555 

3 

1 9th April 1810 

Colonel B Close 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

560 

4 

27th November 1811 

N B Edmonstone. Chief 
Secretary to Government 

Richard Jenkins, Resident 
at Nagpur 

563 



Bundelkhand 



1 

25th November 1 807 

R Jenkins, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

R Richardson, Agent to 
the Governor- General ^ 

565 

2 

12th October 1807 .. 

J Richardson, Agent to the 
Govemor-G eneral 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Gov'emment 

566 

3 

1 8th December 1 807 

R Jenkms, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

J Richardson, Agent to 
the Governor-General 

568 

4 

7th January 1 808 

J Richardson, Agent to the 
Govemor-Gener^ 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

569 

5 

1 8th January 1 808 

N B Edmonstone, Chief 
Secretary to Government 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

570 

6 

4th March 1811 

J Richardson, Agent to the 
Govemor-Genei al 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

573 

7 

9th June 1811 

J Richardson, Agent to the 
Governor-General 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

' 573 



Miscellaneous 



1 

let February 1807 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Poona 

Captam Hamilton 

575 

2 

6th February 1807 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Poona 

N B Edmonstone, Secre- 
tary to Government 

576 

3 

21st May 1807 

N B Edmonstone, Secretary 
to Government 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpur 

576 

4 

30th November 1807 

N B Edmonstone, Secretaiy' 
to Government 

R Jenkins, Resident at 
Nagpur 

578 

5 

26th October 1 809 . . 

W A Brooke, Agent to the 
Govemor-G eneral 

R Jenkms, Resident at 
Nagpui 

579 

6 

25th November 1 809 

R Jenkms, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Colonel B Close 

579 

7 

21st November 1810 

R Jenkms, Resident at Nag- 
pur 

Captain W I Jones, Laic 
Commissary of Gram 
with Col Close’s Camp 

58] 




NAGPUR RESIDENCY 
AND 

BHONSLA'S AFFAIRS 


Letter No r — Elphinstonc informs Col Close, Resident at Poona, 
of his having delivered over charge of Nagpur Residency 
to Richard Jenkins 

From— M S ELPIirNSTONE. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To-COLONEL B CI.OSE RESIDENT AT POONA 

Nagpur, the 25th January 1807 

I ha\c tlic honour to infoim you rhar I ha\c this day deli- 
\crcd o\cr charge of the Residency at Nag|)ui to Richard Jenkins, 
Esquire 


Letter No 2 — ^Jenkins reports that the Bhonsla had made con- 
siderable additions to his army on the frontier for the 
occupation of Hoshangabad and Seoni The Sindhia had 
ordered the evacuation of Seoni but the ICilledar refuses to 
do so 

From— R JENKINS. ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— THE HON’BLE SIR G H BARLOW, GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, FORT VTLLIAM 

Nagpur, the 15th May 1807 

it- If. 

The Raja has lately made and continues to make considerable 
additions to the force of his aimies on the frontier and is, in a 
great degiee, concentrating them in the vianity of Hoshangabad 
I am mformed by the Mimsteis that the Raja has now great 
hopes of being put in possession of Hoshangabad and Seoni, and 
that a force is actually before the latter place m consequence of 
express orders from Sindhia for its evacuation It appears how- 
ever that the Killadar refuses to obey them The nature of the 
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igacnicnf Ijciut-cn OAcrnmcni nnil Simlhn uii the lubjccl 
I do nrii corrcctl) know bt« it is <ii(l to Ik: of *i pccuninr) mtiirc. 
Vngagcmcan of tha dcscriptum ihc Raja is not \cr) bmvard to 
j>cr1orm and iiHlccd 1 should toiirliitlc the inclimtinn if not the 
jioucr of Sindhia to |>crfonn his jinri to Iw ni Ica'i prohlcinaticai 
^rhat engagements of somi intiirc hnncicr In\c l>ccn negotiated 
appear in Iw the more pniKalilc a the Rata n short time since 
had uoi nnl\ pv»i a slop to all fre^U levies ot trtKiju hut had even 
issued orders rrsjKCting rhe ihmiiintton of his force ujrli a vicnr 
fn ilic rainv risnn ami the |»owcr of the Rmfbrics lias l>ccn 
crcatlv diminished h) the captiviiv of tlicir cinefs although it is 
hkclv ihc\ will j( m with Wa/ccr Moliamnici! Khan in opposing 
ihr progress if die Hajas troops 


Letter No 3 Mr Raillie informs that on aolh Jul) he look charge 
of the Residence at the Court of Nawab Wazir of Oudh 

InoM I liMlIIh ItCKNOU 

To-R jhNKlNS ACTING RKSlDhNT AT NAGPUR 

I ucknovv the nth Julj 1807 

I have (he I ^aour to infonn )ou that I liavc tlm daj taken 
clurgc of the Kesidenev at he Onm of IIis kxctllcnr) i!ie \n/ir 


Letter No 4 — The letter Inumates that Lord Minto took the 
oath of oITice on 31st Jul) and that Barlow became third 
in Council 

Tkom— N n FUMONSTOM SFCRITAR'i TO CO\ 
FRNMI-NT 

To— R JhNKlNS ACTING Rh^lDFNT \T NAGPUR. 

Fort \\ dham the 3111 Julj’ 180- 

I am directed to inform \ou that the Hon blc the Court Oi. 
Director* have been pleased to appoint the Right HonTile Lord 
Ivrtnto to the ofTicc of Governor-General of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal Lieutenant-General George Hcwcit to be 
second m C^imnl and Commander in-Chicf of all the Company* 
forces in India Sir George Hilaro Barlow Baronet and one of the 
Knights of the most Hon blc Order of tlic Bath to be third in 
Counal and John Lumsden Esquire to lie the founh In CoundL 

a Conformably to the aforesaid order* of the HonTile the 
Court of Director* the Right Hon Talc Lord Minto has this day 
taken the usual oaths and has taken his scat as Governor-General 
and Sir George Hdaro Barlow Baronet and John Lumsden 
Esquire, have taken the usual oaths and their scats as Members oi 
the Counal of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
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NAGPUR RESIDENCY AND BHONSLA'’s AFFAIRS 

Letter No 5 — Jenkins reports that the Bhonsla's army had 
crossed the Nerbudda for a siege of Hoshangabad m co- 
operation with Smdhia^s troops Nana Sahib is joimng 
Sindhia for wrestmg the territory of Bhopal from its Nawab 
and for having haJf of it when conquered He has sent 
Keshao Govmd his manager of Chhatisgarh to Jubbulpore 
with a sum of money meant for the purpose He is raising 
two battahons of Infantry m Nagpur to estabhsh his autho- 
rity m Sambalpur region. He has been thinkmg of 
remstatmg the captive Rajahs of Sambalpore regions m 
their own zammdaries 

From— R JENKINS. ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— THE -RT HON’BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

Nagpur, the 28th August 1807 
# # ♦ # 

No transaction of veiy material importance has occurred 
smce the date of my last despatch The Rajah’s army on the 
Nerbudda has been ordered to cross that river for the purpose of 
co-operation with Smdhia’s troops in the long-projected siege of 
Hoshangabad The forces of this Government however are so lU- 
paid that the army has hitherto refused to march The attention 
of this Court appears to be almost exclusively directed at piesent 
to the affairs of Bhopal, and it is now said that Smdhia has been 
mduced through the negotiations of Vmkojee Pidree a Banker 
much m Nana Sahih’s confidence and now m Smdhia’s Camp 
to promise half of the terntones of Bhopal to Nana Sahib The 
discovery of his brother’s intrigues for this purpose caused con- 
siderable displeasure to the Rajah, but the mfluence of his mother 
has been successfully exerted to appease his resentment and even 
to extort the Rajah’s approval of the arrangement Nana Sahib 
is said to have actually advanced to Smdhia a considerable part, 
if not the whole of sum which has been fixed as the price of his 
share and which is said to be two lacks and a half of Rupees , 
and this is rendered probable by a late excursion of Keshao 
Govmd Nana Sahib’s managei m Chateesgarh to Jubbulpore, 
where he is said to have earned a considerable convoy of treasure 

Nana Sahib is raising at Nagpur two battalions of Infantry 
intended I understand to form part of a force which is destmed 
to estabhsh his authority m Sambalpore, after the Dasera festival 
This object he has hitherto found it impossible to accomplish by 
negotiation, and part of his plan is now represented to be to 
reinstate the Rajahs whom he has m confinement at Chanda in 
their respective zammdaries Nana Sahib also has been per- 
suaded to postpone his own departure to Chanda until the conclu- 
sion of the rainy season 
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Letter No 6— Jenkins reports that the siege of Iloshangobad htd 
been started b) the Bhonsla's troops Bukshec Ghulam 
Haidar Khan blcly dismissed from Nltams service had 
orn\*cd oi Nagpur with 700 hrosc and 300 foot to offer his 
scr\'icc3 to the Bhonsla Nona Sahib had raised an army 
m Nagpur ond had directed it against the Rajah of Bustar 
who had disclaimed his dependence on Nana Sahib 

Innvi-R Jl-NKINS ACTING KbSIDLNT AT NAGPUR, 

lo~TIH KT HON mi I ORI) \IINTO GOVhRNOR 
G^\^K\I I OR! WIlinM 

Nagpur the iiili Ociolwr 1807 


riic Rajah' ami\ ttininnndcd l>\ Gaiiiiai Ran xihich wa* 
lately cantoned nt ‘ihahiwre ha' ativanml 10 the Manii) of 
Ilmhangaliad and Uiiicnc' ha\e Ixxn crcrtcti and ndiancctl in 
three difTcrcnt dirctiion to within a uliort di'nnrc of the fort 
againM whuh ihc% arc 'Oid 10 Iuinc l>een J>b)»ng with some ciTca 
\n inundanon <if the NVrImdda wlurh rarncti avia\ one of the 
pnnapal ha'tion' and otherwise caused ron'ulcrahle damage to 
the w^lU appear* «» liaic licen the »igml (or this attack but tlic 
pnnapal liopc of *uccc" *cein* to rc»t m the small numlwr of 
the gnrnvm and tire *carcii\ of gram and other provisions m the 
fon which may induce a tapiiiibinm lieforc the Nerlmdda 
becomes fordable and expectation' arc cntenamctl at Nagpur of 
It' speedy fall T\\c Pmdancs ire however prcjvarevl to unite with 
Wazeer Alnliammal Khan m an attempt 10 ruse the siege and 
as the Nerbudda will sh<inK begin to i>e fordable there appear* 
little doubt that those freebooter* will then commence their 
operation* either liy cutting off the Mipplie* of the besieging army 
or hv making mninion' into the Raja » dominions 


Tlic force of Sudeek \li Khan ha' in part crossed the 
Nerbudda and will probably join in the siege, by in\“e»tmg the 
pbcc on the side which is protcacd b\ tliat nver No force from 
Sindia has )’ct joined the ^jah s rroops B) mj btest accounts 
the Army of Canjiai Rao including the troops of Devi Singh 
formerly m the Ni/ams service is said to consiii of 900 Infantry 
with 24 gun* and about i;ooo hone ind that Sadik Ah Khan 
to contain 1^000 Infantry with '•8 guns and 5,000 hontc pnnev- 
pally Pathan* The Infantry is armed in part with musqucic* 
there arc also several corps of Arabs and of Sikh' Hi* heavy 
guns remain near Chounigaih ^ 


Since the date of my last dispatch Biik«hee Ghoolam Haidar 
Khan who was lately dismissed from tlie Nizam s »cmcc has 
arrived at Na^ur with about 700 horse and 300 Infantry to offer 
r to thi* Government His tcmis arc »aid to be too hieh 

for the Raph but some pamal engagement ha* been concluded 
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with him He will probably pioceed to Sindhia’s Camp should 
he be linally unsuccessful at Nagpur Any alarm from the 
Pmdanes will be likely to have an effect m his favour 

Keshao Govmd, Nana Sahib’s manager m Chattisgaih, aiiived 
three days ago at Nagpur, and Nana Sahib has been of late 
engaged m raismg troops m this quaitei and m different parts of 
the country At Nagpui he has mready raised 900 Infantry and 
200 hoise which have maiched for Chanda and 1,500 horse and 
foot with 4 guns besides 500 newly raised Goosam Infantry have 
proceeded m that diiection fiom the vicinity of Ratanpore The 
original plan of Nana Sahib was said to be directed to the occu- 
pation of Sambalpur foi which purpose the new levies were set on 
foot, but the late refractory conduct of the Bustai Chief is men- 
tioned as the cause of the change m Nana Sahib’s intentions 
which these movements would indicate The object now m view 
IS stated to be the pumshment of the Bustai Rajah who by late 
accounts has disclaimed all dependence upon Nana Sahib, and 
comimtted depredations on his villages in the viamty of that 
country Nana Sahib continues unwell, and I do not heai that 
he IS altogether deterimned when to proceed himself to Chanda 
In a short time his intentions will probably be decided 


Letter No 7. — The short letter conveys the information that 
Elphmstone had “just returned to Nagpur” 

From— R JENKINS, ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— THE OFFICER COMMANDING, GOVERNOR’S 
BODY-GUARD 


Nagpur, the 4th March 180S 

I have the pleasure to enclose the acquittance roll and account 
of expenses of the party of the body-guards for the month of 
February, and to inform you thatl I have drawn as usual for the 
amount Sicca Rupees 535-3-0 

The Hon’ble M Elphmstone who is just returned to Nagpur 
will henceforth contmue to draw foi the expenses of the Jema- 
dar s party m favoiii of his Agents m Calcutta Messrs Colvins 
and Bazett I beg to add that I have had every reason to be 
pleased vath the conduct of the Jemadar and his party since their 
ai rival at the Residency 
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Letter No 8 — Jenkins is informctl Ihnt as Elphinitonc had been 
deputed on a public mission to the camp of Dowlat Rao 
Sindhia he was to act ns the Resident at Nagpur ns before 

1hom-N 11 IDMONS'lONF StCIU'TAR'i TO GOV 
1 RNMLNn ! our Wil 1 1AM 

To-K IINKINS VOTING HI-SIDLNT AT NAGPUR 

1 ort Uniliam llic '■fiih Marcli iSoS 

Tlic ( ovemur General m Council l>ccn plca^al to 

ilcpuic Mr Uphin^tonc «in n public ini'^ion lo llic Camp of 
Doubt Rao Sindlin I am dirccictl to inform \oii that lie has 
l)cen directed to dclncr «ncr charge of ilic Roidcnc) at Nagpii” 
)oii anil to desire that aou 'rill an m the cnpanij of Hcsidcni 
until further onlcrr \ou udl draw the allowances a'Mgncd to 
sou <m the occa*iwin of sour formerly licing apjiointct! to ofllaatc 
in tint character 

Tlic Oinemor (rcncral has ad<lrcs cd a letter to the Rajah 
of llcnr nntif^anp Mr Upliinvioncs anti )oiir amioint 

ment to the cliarpi. of the Residenn at Ills Ilichncsss Court 
Tlaar letter udi Iw tran«mitie<l from ilie Persian l>cp.artmcnl 


Letter No 9— The letter acquaints Jenkins with the facts that led 
to the negotiatiorts between the British and Raja Ronfit 
^ngh of Lahore hour Ranjit Singh took odvaintage of the 
British request for co-operation againit a possible French 
invnnon through Persia to impose his authonty orcr the 
chiefs between the Sutlei and the Jumna and how ultimately 
he was forced to withdraw 

From— N D EDMONSTONE. SECRETAR'i TO GOV 
ERNMENT FORT WC LIAM 

To-R. JENKINS ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Fort William the -7th January 1S09 

As the Militata preparations on the north western frontier of 
the Bnash dominions have no doubt attracted the nonce of the 
Court nt which you reside the Right Hon ble the Governor 
General m Council deems it ni;opcr that you should be appnred 
of the occasion of this asscrabla^ of troops with a view to enable 
you to satisfy such enquines as you may receive on this subject 

2 In consequence of the prevailing report of the design on 
the part of France to attempt the mvasion of India by the aid or 
connivance of Persm through the temtoncs of the King of 
Kabul and the Rajah of Lahore, the Governor-General m Couna 
deemed it proper to dispatch Embassies to the courts of Kabu 
ind Lahore for the purpose of apprizing them of this mediated 
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design of warning them of the dangei to which their dominion 
\Vould be exposed by the eventual appioach of a European army 
destined to invade the Biitish possessions m India, and of induc- 
ing tliem from motiv'es of common interest to co-opeiate with the 
British Powci ill opposing the utmost practicable resistance to the 
advance of the enemy 

3 The Env'oy to Lalioic shoitly after his airival m the camp 
of the Rajah who advanced fiom his capital to leceive him. 
explained the object of his mission This communication appear- 
ed to produce the strongest impression on die mmd of die Rajah 
who manifested his picvious ignorance of the designs of the 
French, acquiesced m the necessity of mutual co-operation as 
against a common daiigei, and generally assented to the Envoy’s 
propositions on that subject The Rajah howevei subsequently 
brought forward propositions on his pait, vvdiich evidently showed 
that his acquiescence in a system of alliance and co-operation with 
the British Government was diiected to objects of peisonal interest 
and ambition These propositions were, that the Rajah’s sove- 
reignty ov^er the teiri tones of the Sikh Chiefs between the rivers 
Sutlej and Jamuna. the establishment of which had long been the 
favourite object of his ambition , but from the prosecution of 
which he had hithcito been withheld by .i lespect for the pai- 
amount light of the Bimsh Government, should be formally 
acknowledged and that the Biitish Government should abstain 
from any interference m his differences vdth the state of Kabul 
and m his views of conquest and exaction m die teiiitoiies subject 
to the Afghan dommion The envoy pioperly urged the irrele- 
vancy of these propositions to die objects of his mission but with- 
out success and the Rajah finally consented to refei the question 
to the decision of the British Gov^einment 

.4 While the confeiences on these subjects were pending 
the Rajah suddenly declared his intention to niaich with the 
whole of his force towards the Sudej and actually proceeded without 
acquainting the Envoy with ms design, finally crossmg the river 
with the mtention of enforcing the submission of the Sikh Chiefs, 
notwithstanding his previous consent to refer the question of his 
title to Sovereignty over them to the decision of the Bntish 
Government 

5 The assurances of the Rajah that the primary subject of 
negotiation would be resumed at every successive station mduced 
the Envoy to attend the Rajah durmg his progress through the 
territories of the Sikhs although the !]^jah did not scniple pend- 
ing the reference to this Government to brmg portion of that 
territory under his authority 

6 Under these arcumstances it became necessary to deter- 
mme the couise of conduct to be pursued towards the Raj’ah of 
Lahore From the information commumcated by the envoy it 
mamfestly appeared that the danger to which his donum ons would 
be exposed by the approach of an invading army had made no 
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real ini}>rc- 'loij on In' iminl Hjat flic mcu' of if>c Rajali in 
utnhnv, to |m ol c»»ojHrntMi» nphi^t tint ttnny,cr were 

10 ohnin tl»c nmnirmirc of the Unti'.li ( otcrninciu in the pro* 
cnitmn of In' nnilniiou ■scheme lint ihc Rajah ortuatctl 
|jy an irmhnublc spirit of jciloii') nntl 'ti pinoii iiticrl) incon 
fciMcni uiih that of common lmcr^^t tm! omunon tbneer 

rluch must fonsinnic the onl) olid kisi' of alliance Iktihccii ilic 
trn» Males for [nitjKi'cs of nnittial ticfcncc and ilut the lialnts and 
tli'jHwition of 111' ( tncmincnt were cnttrclv inilitnr) and lii' \ictv' 
c\clusi\cl\ ilnwc of ctintpicit ainl inordinate ainhitinn 

h l>comr ncrc"ar) i»» tictrnmne tn ihc hr'l in'tancc 
whctlicr lo ilcthre the Sikh (. Iiicf' lictnccii the Smlcj and the 
Jaimitn to l>r under the proictiioii of the flnti'Ii Cmcniincni or 
to ictjuiCKT in the Ilajah t cvtcn'itiii of hi' dominion' to the 
frontier <»f the Ifntish ^Knsc»'ions m tlic r'<pccialion of intlunnp 
him cordtalh to unite tn a njaitcm of co-ojicratifm again't the 
eventual approath of an invailing Ann) 

s llic (Icei'ton of the ipiniion pnnnjvalh tnmctl on two 
l>otnti — 

(i) bctpicnccv with fcfcrcncc to the inicrc<t' of die Bntiidi 
V»o\cmment of the ajmfoacU of the Rajahs dominion to our own 
antf the tlcgrcc in which the honour and jiunec of the Rntish 
(.inracter would l>c afTcactI hv rcfrainmc from the cxcra*c of 
tho'C paramount nght* over tW SiUi Ciuef' lictwecn the Sutlej 
and the Jamvtna to which the Rntwh Government 'ucceetlcd h) 
the c'talili'hincnt of n* dominion in the Nonli of Ilindu'tan 
right' uncqunocallr rccognirctl hv ihcwe chief' vrlio had camc'tijr 
and rcpcatevll) urgcil thar claim to our proicaion again't the 
violence and usurpaium of the Rajah of lj,liorc 

(a) TIic degree of scamtv or monl nvmrancc winch the 
Bnti'h Government would povetr- watli regard to the Rajah » 
adherence to the obligation of the engagement' winch he might 
contract h) eonccvlmg the demands which lie had rendered the 
condition of his entenng into engagement of the nature proposed 
by this Government 

9 After mature dclibcmion the Govcmor'Gcncral m Coun 
al was deadcdlv of opinion that even without reference to the 
invasion of India the approximation of the Rajah of Lahore* 
milita^ dominion to the ^mpanys possession and the mtroduc 
rion of his power into Hindustan in the form of substantive tern 
tone*, I state, would expoM; to hazard the tranquillii) and even 
tually even the secunty of the Bntish possessions Tliat the danger 
would be augmented by ir* coinadcnce and probable cnnnccuon 
with French invasion. That the concewion of the Rajah* de 
mands would afford no security to hi* ccv-opcration agin^ the 
invading enemy but most probably tend to animosity and extend 
the object* of his ambmon That the credit of the Bnush Gor 
emment wa* m a considerable degree concerned in affordmg- pro* 
rcction to the southern Sikh Chiefs who by the prcacnptive reb 
tion m which they uniformly stood towards the nikng power m 
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the North of Hindustan were in fact tlie dependants of the British 
Government and over whom tlie Rajah of Lahore possesserl no 
right of supremacy or contiol That in addition to these dis- 
advantages of the solicited concession an ambitious and military 
powci aggiandizcd by the conquests Adnch that concession 
would pioducc would be substituted upon oui frontier for a con- 
federacy of friendly chiefs rendered grateful for our protection and 
interested in our cause whose territories Government could at all 
times command for purposes of defensive arrangement against the 
dangei of a French iniasion and that Government had no alter- 
native but eithei to declare and enforce if nccessaiy, a resolution 
to confine the Rajah of Lahore’s dominion within its ancient limits 
or to incur all the evil, disci edit, and embairassment of a contrary 
determination nithout a reasonable e\pectation of any adequate 
advantage 

10 The Governoi -General in Council therefore resolved to 
extend the piotection of the British powci to the Chiefs between 
the Sutlej and the Jamuna against the cncioachmcnt of the Rajah 
of Lahore, to lequirc the Rajah to withdraw his army to the 
northern side of the formci rncr, and to establish a military post 
near the frontier of the Punjab not only foi the secuiity of the 
southern territories, but as an advanced post to be connected witli 
futuie defensive ariangcmcnts against the approach of an enemy 
from the quartei of Persia The cicdit of the British character 
and lepiitation also, which would materially be affected by our 
submission to the Rajah’s ambitions and unjustifiable views, and 
the support of the dignity of the British Government which the 
conduct of the Rajah had publicly insulted by emjDloymg his army 
m the subjugation of the tciri tones of tlie Sikh Chiefs while the 
question of his being at liberty to extend his dominion over tliem 
was with his own consent under reference to this Government 
and by a demeanor towards the envoy m many points inconsistent 
with the obligations of respect and m some even subveisive of the 
pnvileges of that sacred character furnished an additional and 
powerful motive to the adojDtion of this couise of policy 

1 1 The resolution was accordingly announced m instructions 
to the Envoy and m a letter to the Rajah who m mean time con- 
tinued to subdue the terntoiy of the Sikhs, advancing his army to 
within a short distance of the Company’s frontier exacting from 
them pecuniary contributions and finally compelling the principal 
among them to enter into engagements of allegiance to his power 

12 During a consideiable period of the time employed in 
these proceedings the Rajah of Lahoie, evidently with a view to 
indicate that those proceedings "were sanctioned by the Bntish 
Government induced the Envoy by a full persuasion and by 
contmumg a delusive negotiation to attend his Camp 

13 The possibility of the Rajah’s undertakmg an expedition 
against the Sil^s to the sou tli ward of the Sutlej had been foreseen 
and the Envoy had been directed m that event to abstain from 

2 
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attending tlic Camp of the ItnjJti Hut tlic aM.innccs nlToidctl at 
Ctet) niece we maicli nf a ilcci'nc teplj to tlic moiHrmiont with 
nliuh the cnioy clnrgcd ami the "erne iitiich the EnroJ 
cntctnmetl of the mipornntc of pro'cniiing the ohiect of hu 
nin'iiMi led liim to ile\tatc from llie ninniaiimn uliich he had 
reicned o far a« to acfoinpant the Itajah during a pan of hil 
priv,n>s III the Soutluvard The Ijiuiy hmitncr at length lie 
mindeil tint a |ki mint ahmihl Iw ft\eil fur the tuntinuancc of the 
mi Mon until the Rajah* return a demand uiih uhicli the Rajah 
rrluctantls complied 

14 In the counc of the ncpotiaiion tlx>\c mcntloncxi the 
Rajnh pro|K><cd the cxenitioii of too seturate rrcatica one Jtipti 
lattng gciicrill\ for pcq>ciuil amit\ and friendship f>ctt»ccn the 
tno Mata the other coniatninp the ohliption' of conjuration 
apTin'ii 1 I iirii|Kan cncnt\ htit rcpciictl Ins consent lliai tlic quo- 
tum raiKxtmt; (un preicnsimt to so\crcicni\ oscr the Sikhs he 
lucm the Sniic) and tlic J-imnna >hould l>c milqccl 10 the ilcasjon 
of the nnn"}! Gotcmmeni Tlic Raph was anxious m conclude 
the firit of those Treitia with a \ic\t to prcclutlc the dangci 
whidi he apprchcndcti from the molt of Ins disafTcacd *uh)ea* 
and nih]iigiie<l Vassals who he liad reason to fear would take 
advantage of an) opnonumt) favourahle 10 their cmanctpaiion 
from tlie authoniy oT hi' Government WIili rnpect to the 
second treatv the Fnvov hid retpiired his is.scnr to form stinuLi 
ttons for the intro<lunion of our troops mio his countr) anct the 
otahhshment of Depots which however the Rniah clopwl with 
conditions rendering them ncarl) nucaior) After mum discus- 
lion these siinulanons were adjusted ticivsccn the Rmah and the 
Envo) but the Rajah then declined cxeniimp that Treaty unless 
assured of our acquiescence in the demand winch had been refer 
red to the dcasion of the Dntish Government and all further 
negotiation vsras m consequence suspended 

15 Prenously to the Envo) s receipt of the mstruaions of 
the Government announang its resolution to protect the Sikh 
Chiefs between the Sutlej and the Jamuna and dircamg him to 
require the Rajah to withdraw his troops and to relinquish the 
conquesii which he had made vnih so much rapiditj and VMtli so 
little regard to the rights of those whose nossomons he had 
usurped os well as with so httlc respect for this Govxmmcnt the 
Rajan liad rcsolrcd to return vmh the mam body of hjs troops to 
his own dominions and although immediately apprized by the 
Envoy (then at a distance from the Rajah s position) of his receipt 
bf the orders of Government on the point referred to its deter 
mmation the Raiah syjucmatically eluded a meeting and by rapid 
mardies reached his capital followed h) the mam body of his arm’? 
but leaving a contidcrvhlc force m the places of which he had 
possessed himself m the course of this expedition 

16 The Envoy having followed the Rajah to his Capital 
TOmmunicated the purport of his mstruaions to the Rajnh who 
however without a compliance with the just demands of the 
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British Government evaded tlie execution of them and even issued 
oiders for reassembling his iioops After a considerable peiiod of 
evasive negotiation tlic object of which w«is to effect a compromise 
of oiii demands and cither to obtain the renunciation of our 
icsoliuion to estahlisli a military post ncai the frontier of the 
I’unjal) or to induce the British Government to fix its position in 
consent and concurrence witli him the Rajah finally signified his 
assent to the requisition for the icmov.il of the troops which he 
had left hctucen the Sutlej and the jamuna 

17 In the mean time the necessary' arrangements were 
adopted for the formation of the detachment at Kuinal and other 
corps nere advanced to the frontier of our possessions for the 
purpose of supporting the detachments . if circumstances should 
render it ncccsary and to he prcpaicd for the possible event of a 
rupture with the Rajah of Lahore and instructions w'erc issued 
directing the advance of the Detachment to its intended position 
and authorizing the expulsion of the R.ijah s troops from the 
territory hctw'ccn the Sutlej and the Jamuna by force of army if 
the Rajah should cither refuse to withdraw' them or should 
endeavour to procrastinate and evade a compliance with that 
icquisition and by the latest accounts the detachment was pre- 
j ared to advance from the Karnaul for the purposes above 
desenbed 

18 The favourable imelligcnce recently received from 

Europe, justifying a confident belief that the designs of France 
against the British possessions m India, if not entirely relinquished 
must at least he suspended for a long period of time the necessity 
of any immediate arrangements of precautionary defence against 
the danger of those designs is superseded The object of the 
detachment adv'ancing into the territories between the Sutlej and 
the Jamuna is therefore now limited for tlie protection of those 
territories against the future encroachment of the Rajah of Lahore 
and as this object may he secured by . for the 
detachment position less advanced than was originally 

proposed. Government has resolved to adopt that modified 
arrangement which as removing one source of the apprehensions 
vvhidi the of die past transactions are calculated 

to excite or keep alive m the mind of the Rajah of Lahore, with 
regard to the extent of our designs, may be expected to facilitatt' ’ 
an accommodation of subsisting differences and to promote* the 
continuance of the relations of amity between the two states 

19 To these unfounded apprehensions indeed the conduct 
of the Rajah in assembling his troops and m manifesting ah 
apparent disposition to withhold a compliance with the just and 
moderate requisitions of the British Government, must be ascribed 
The Governor-General in Council therefore entertains a confident 
expectation th'dt the measures which have been adopted to relicrc 
diese apprehensions, will preclude the recurrence of nostihties with 
the Rajah of Lahore 
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s\rptH lUfiiiinNO 


o \ ' *111,11 \MiJi ^ i« uimc\ t(» )<m i j,xncral inowl 
nlLr «)f tlK nul <»f i|»c litc u in iilimn if lui' 

iKtn ncctsv-\r> m «mc tlcj^fcr nf iknil flic *«niimcntj 

ami rc(lau^>n^ ulucli j iinlnl ilu inci*>iiin nf ( fAcriuncn! )mj 
will of course nnilcnnanil ilni it unnccc'or]. in an> commun 
canon ^^llh ilic rtmri' nt \^lmh \» u fc^nlc <»n tlit'k subject to dcuA 
liic amimcni«> iimlcr am nlctainin herein ct|»tiinctl jonr onn 
judgment uiU jKJint nut to \mi tho c farts and the circumsiancri 
\hidi u may l< proper to itaic on inch 


Letter No JO - In the letter Edmonstonc cuei the eicuT of the 
British Government regordinp interference In the dispute 
between Raghojee Bhontli ond Mcer Khan and concludes 
that Government wdl not consider its inJcrfercnct to be 
odmiciblc under arcurasiancca of the most unquestionable 
exigency os connected with the tranquillity and lecunty of 
the British dominions or those of hU allies^ 


iFOvt-N n M)M0\S10M' ShCKFTAR^ TO CO\ 

1 RNMI NT 

To-R JLNKINS ACHNC Rl^lDLNT \T NAGPUR. 

Ion \M!!»3m the ‘‘tb Jul\ 1S09 

1 ini dirertal to ntknoulctlj r the receipt of )oiir di'jiatch 
No II of the i th ultimo rcsiKCtmg tlic proceeding and Hippos- 
ctl dcsipjns of Mccr khan ami the cffcns of them on the condi 
tion of Rajih Raghojee Rhonsla 

2 Tlic commun canons contunetl m that dispatch arc con 
ndcred by the Right 1100*1110 the Goscmnr-Ccncral in Counal to 
be high!) important mih repan! to the question nhich they in 
voire on the subjea of tlic mterposuion of the Bntuh power in 
the event of the Rajah demanding our assistance I am directed 
to observe that it is impracticable at the present momcnr to form 
a determination applicable to all the arcumsianccs which may 
attend the case* at the penod of it* occurrence 

3 'you arc well aware that any interference m the disputes 
of foreign state* unconnected vnth us bv the obligation* of aefen 
sivc alliance i> adverse to the general pnnaplc* oi policy prescrib- 
ed by the Lcgielaturc, and by the Hon blc the Court 01 IJircctor* 
and uniformly observed by thi* Government at the same rune cxt 
curastance* might ccnainly ansc to render such interference the 
rnea*ure* of preventing rather than of earning the interruption 
of the tranquillity and Bccunty at present enjoyed by the Bntiih 
Govemraent and it* allic* and conicquently our vnthholding it 
mconsiitcnt with the object of a general »y»Tcm of forbearance ~ 
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with more picci'^ion and certainty tlian is at present practicable 
the piobablc consequences eithci of oui inteiposiuon or forbear- 
ance A know'] edge of tliem may Ire expected to be developed by 
the progress of events and tiansactions, and bis Loidship in Coun- 
cil therefoie deems it ncccssaiy to suspend a final determination 
on the important question which you ]ia\e submitted to his con- 
sideration, but I am diiectcd gcncially to obseive that Govern- 
ment w'lll not consider its mtcileience to be admissible excepting 
only undei ciicumstances of flie most unquestionable exigency as 
connected tvitb the tianquillity and security of the Bntish 
dominions or those of its allies 


Letter No ii — In this letter Jenkins describes his discussions 
with the Bhonsla and his mmisters about the general pohey 
determined by the Governor General against Meer Khan’s 
attack on Bhonsla’s territories The offer of Mihtary assist- 
ance to be given to the Bhonsla could be accepted by hum 
only if It was without any condition That was the view 
of the Bhonsla. 

From— R JENKINS, ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL B CLOSE 

Camp at Ramtek, the 29th October 1809 

Late on the night of the 27th I icceived by express, the pn- 
\atc communicarions of Mi Edmonstone on the subject of the 
Governor-General’s resolutions ivith regaid to Meer Khan, and the 
measures m tiam for the relief of the Rajah under the general con- 
trol, of Colonel Close and directing me to communicate them to 
the Rajah without waiting for my official mstructions m the raan- 
nei which might appear calculated to produce the most favourable 
impression upon his mind By the same Dawke I received a letter 
from the Governor-General for Meer Khan 

2 I lost, not a moment in intimating to the Durbar that 
I had communications of importance to make to the Rajah, and 
when I attended His Highness about 9 o’clock yesterday morning at , 
his tents I found the Rajah attended by Goojabba, Shieedhai 
Pandit and others of hrs principal ministers 

3 After the usual compliments had passed, agreeably to an 

airangement which I had proposed m my note, to have a conference 
with the mmister before communicating the subject of my visit 
to the Rajah, Shreedhar Pandit and myself retired to a separate 
tent My object was to have an unreserved conversation on the 
subject with the mmister, and to judge from its result of the 
best mode of openmg the business to the Rajah I intended in- 
deed to have first paid a separate visit to Shreedhar Pandit but 
the Rajah’s curiosity seemed to be too much excited to heai any 
particulai delay ^ 
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sNGiUR ntsmuvcY Rrconna 


^ Wliun ^^c were nlnnc I o|»c(ic<l tire Mtlijcct in Slirmllnt 
Paiidii in luaiU flit icnn« rOnrh 1 luil coinmitrnl 10 

wjinni m die picctdin^ 

^ J)ic arii'nl of Mccr f hm m dm ijttarlcf witli a Urge 
'ir jir Kcctlmg' ntwanK tlm ( ovcrninciii aJul the r<cupa 
ti II of C irrili Miinlla h\ Im inmji ln\c liceiii made known hy 
me from lunv. t nine in ihc ( o'ifnor( cnerd nnd Iiarc cxaicd 
ac grciK'i < iKirn m Ui' I ••id l»ji» mind Hie Governor 
C cucml 111' a! a tindcrvtf»<Kl tlnr \fccf KIwn i* prcjunng lo cro^J 
ilic NtdinilcLn m <mlcr to ihc |>ro cctinon of dc^ign^ lending not 
only fu die (ilumlrr iiul <)cia«niioit of rlic Raplm licrecliiary 
dunwnionj on tin idc of dial lucr l>m In die entire *ui>jcciion 
of dioit dominions to In^ aiidurit) Hie rcfx/flv on diU lulijcCT 
have created great mica me. in the miml < f ilic Governor-Genera! 

6 The Hajah ktiow^ and lias alwav^ ackiiowicdgcxi \U real 
and disinterested regard wlmli the l!nii<!i f ovcrnmcnl l»a< ever 
ilum-n lu Uiv IhLhnesss state and on live jirescni occasion the 
Governor General Tin* vicnctl with the most painful ju«pcncc the 
progress of an adventurer hke Mcer KInn m cxtcniUng hu armi 
over the possesion* of the Rajali* mcicni ind rcsiicctaUe Gov 
emment Tlic preservation of regular and hmg estanhshed iiatcj 
oppoMtmn to innovation in the existing |>ohnnl svsiem and iiarit 
cularly (he nuiijKirt of a fricndlv jKiwcr iiuh a* that of tlic Kajah 
at a penod of dinger and dMri>\ arc moinc* which every wte 
and lilicnl Government must ever have in view in ill gcnctal 
polic) Agcrandtremcnt and cxienMon of dominion arc not the 
objeas of me British Govcmincnt and is hmg as il>c prcicnt dis- 
cussions lieiwccn Mcct kivan and the Kajah could lie considered 
of a nature entirely rcfcrahlc to Internal concern# liciwcm this 
Government and that of llolkar the llniish Government true to 
111 principle of avoiding all unnecessary inicrfcrcnrc with the dis 
pure* of foreign power* which might afTect their just rights and 
independence ha* kept idcncc. 


7 In the aaiial state of affatn however a longer forliear 
ance would not only be a desertion of its own inlcrcsu and those 
of Its alUc* but wnh regard to the Rajah might lie considered 
unfriendly and Illiberal view* and might have vraiicd until the 
necesfity of the Rajah i affaira had compelled him seek, for lu aid 
against Mcer khan and to take it on whatever terms it might 
have wished to impose. It might have watted until the whole 
of the Rajah I temtone* were plundered and ravaged His High 
nw dnven from his capital and his power almost extinguished to 
take tlic merit to itself of havnng restored Hii Highness to hi* 
Government, and to have dogged lU assutance m such a rpw 
■w?th TOnditiona and engagemenu mconsutent with Hi* Hich 
n»> rcclmgB or the mdrocndcncc of his power Eten with loj 
'' corapcnsation for the m 

tcrpoimon of its poirer which it might hate ^relented as solelr 
ansmg from motive, of fncndihip to the Ila^ cloaUng under 
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such professions the interest which it has in common with all the 
established powers of the Deccan, m the preservation of the stale 
of Nagpur 

8 Rejectmg however the very idea of such motives, and 
assuming only to himself the glory of a hbeial, open, and generous 
pohey, the Governor-General unsolicited, and without expectation 
of any benefit beyond the legitimate security of the British Go\- 
erment and its allies and the increased sense of the value of his 
friendship, and the mcreased respect for British faith and 
moderation which such a proceeding cannot fail to impress on the 
Rajah’s mind, and on the sentiments of every power m India has 
directed me to make the follomng communications 

9 If Meer Khan persists in crossing the Nerbudda the in 
terests of the Rajah, and those of the Biitish Government and 
its allies are one and the same, and measures aie m progress for 
affordmg to His Highness the most effiaent aid to support his 
power, and to repress and chastise the iriegular ambition of Mcci 
Khan 

10 Shridhar Pandit asked whether he had rightly under- 
stood me that the offer of aid was unconditional I said he had, 
and that the Govemor-Geneial considered the cause of the Rajah 
as that of die British Government and its allies I told him that 
as I considered him as a friend to both Governments, and as 
I wished to make the communication of the Governor-Geneial’s 

■ resolutions in favour of the Rajah m the terms I calculated to 
make the most favourable impression on His Highness’s mind 
I had desiied a previous conference with him, and requested his 
advice The minister said that nothing could be better calculated 
than my discourse to him, to be addressed to the Rajah, and as 
the Rajah would be impatient to know the subject of the confci- 
ence, he would immediately prepaie him by statmg the geneial 
result of my communication, which His Highness would then 
hear from my own mouth 

12 The minister immediately went to the Rajah, who shortly 
afterwards entered the tent with Shridhar Pandit His Highness 
with great cheei fulness and apparent satisfaction personally 
desired me to repeat to him what I had said to Shreedhar Pandit 

13 I accordingly repeated to His Highness m as nearly the 
same terms as possible, the discourse which I had held to Shn- 
dhar Pandit The Rajah listened to me with very great atten- 
tion and seeming pleasure and interrupted me several times to 
make me rejpeat those parts of it, which mentioned the dismteiest- 
ed views of the British Government The greatest impression 
appeared to be made on his mind by those parts of my discourse* 
and when I had concluded His Highness addressed himself person- 
ally to me 
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N\rrcR nrsmcNO itnoR'is 


ij Hi-* V!m 1 ilni *i< ihr •nucc^' of Mccr Klnn jn 

Cinali Man Ih ind Inm rnthtr owinj, io iTcarlicrv nni! !m ur 
n ncLuuautn t\\an tu Im ^wmcr ajnl IIi^ Illjlinc^i luid 

mi ml dm Ur ^lM^Ut Ik aUlc t<» cha n^c dm ( hirf with hi< oiAfi 
r win li vitrr I iinUlicI <m tlit \crlnnl h and ai Cliapin 
lie Inil ntii hiihtiio Ucii willing l<» i I ria aid of llic Urtli li 
((\ctniiuni !ir me Uc tUoii^lir lie (on)d not ln\c c'iiJcctcd it 
uiilintit tmir » idiMniu ai!\ inni,toii^ lo llie llnii Ii f o\cnin>rnf 
either m lernn inl or either ri|ic(i« and J>crlnji hcirlhcn*^oinr 
to lin oun Inn ilie Urni h ( mctnnirnt id own artord and 
incrcl) iittntol 1)\ fcntiincnt^ of the fncnd'ilnp nnil Rooil 

wtU to^^•\l■d^ Into Iml ttttilr the offer * f it' tincondittoinl 'UjijiorT 
III! lliphnc' (ould not idiM rntU -xprr ' In* cn c of flic Idy'ral 
it\ and fncndhnc" ol fla |if»*fec<hm^ 1 la Mtticritj of lin heart 
he rqicaicd v:\cral nine' could onK lie apprcciatcif h\ the »ym 
paih\ nf a fncndlv heart 

111' lliplinc" ificn ara' plra'cil lo na\ me M>mc contpli 
menis and to Inm *ii ohhgatiom lo me m tm' ptocceihng winch 
1 considered a 'tronper pi<M f of ho jov at the iincviicacil gene 
rnsuN of Gincrnmaif in pmjto iiion as lie seemed m ni' rcplj on 
the puhicii of nn <li loor'c to otn at licing gnanlctl m hi< expre* 
*ion of 111' pntiiudc ind aii'liciim 

i 6 1 tTid tint the inicrc<i' of the Bnii'h Oovemment and 
tt' allic' to prevent tlic divincndicrmcnt of n »nte n> nnnent and 
respcctahlc ns tint of the R%ph and uniter! a' he w-a' with them 
in the Iwnds ot fncnd'lup and good understanding were the pnn 
apal and ncknowleilgeil motives nhicli had octuaiim ilic Governor 
Ccncnl Thni I Ind frcmicnth i"nn.d Ih' Ilighnc?-' of ilic 
cordial interest which )our (III' ) I^irddnp took in lii' wreihre and 
pro'pcniy and the measure' which were m inin for hi' support 
and assistance were the fnms m action of tliat interest which )*our 
(Hi* r) T^rd'hip had not licforc an opporiumlj of mamfcsting 
othennse than liy profc«'ion' 


T7 I then told Ihs llighncss that the Covcmor-Ccncnl was 
addressing fm)) letter to him on the subject bur had liccn un 
willing to dclav for a moment the communication of his resolti 
tjon m Ills favour Ihs Highnc" saitl that he considered my per 
tonal communication as the direct expression of the Governor 
CJencral* wniimcnts I was proceeding to mention more pani 
rularly the letter to Mccr Khan ind the military meantre* on foot 
but Hi' Highness seemed dcsirou' to dose the conference and 
afrrr repeating the profewuons of his fncndshin and satuifaCTion 
at my communiration lie said he would particulars 

at another time and reeducated me to attend him again on the 
following morning about the aamc hour when he should have 
consultation with hi' ministers as to 
what he would in*h to say on the subject 
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1 8 The Rajah also mentioned m the course of the confer- 
ence that It liad always hcen his wish to punish Meer Klian’s 
aggression, and not to yield anything to him, but to gam time 
he had negotiated He had now dismissed his Vakeel, being 
prepared to oppose Meer Khan’s further progress 

19 I look my leave on receiving the usual compliment of 

Betel ^ 

eo I conclude that the icspect which the Rajah always 
manifests for his mothci who is at Nagpur, made him desirous to 
reccne her sentiments before he opened himself more fully on the 
subject of my communication I have only further generally to 
remark on this conference, that the Rajah showed every mark 
of satisfaction, and gratitude for the liberal proceedings of the 
British Government which I could have expected from a native 
prince, educated and accustomed to disguise the most prominent 
emotions of the mind and passions 

ei Agreeably to the Rajah’s desire, I proceeded to his tent 
again this morning about the same hour After the customary 
forms of civility, I was requested to retire with Shridhar Pandit 
and jeswant Rao to a separate tent 

22 The minister commenced the conversation by saying 
that the Rajah felt the sincerest satisfaction and pleasure at the 
conference of yesterday, and the more he reflected on my com- 
munication, the greater was the impiession made upon his mind 
by the liberal and generous friendship of the Governor-General 
1 replied to these professions and to some complimentary 
speeches which he said the Rajah had made with regard to 
myself by calling to Shridhar Pandit’s recollection the Governor- 
General’s former expressions of your desire to have an oppor- 
tunity of giving the Rajah some substantial proofs of your regard, 
and I said that the present proceeding would tend to confirm in 
the Rajah’s mind the sentiment that the British Government never 
made professions which it did not desire m practice Shridhar 
Pandit said that the Rajah was indeed, and always had been irn- 
pressed with that sentiment 

23 Shridhar proceeded to mention a question which he said 
the Rajah had desired him to propose to me The proceedings of 
Meer Khan m this quarter were in the name of Jeswant Rao 
Holkar, and on account of demands which his Government pre- 
tended to have on the Rajah Meer Khan was assisted by Holkar’s 
troops, and any opposition to Meer Khan might be expected to 
involve a contest with Holkar The Rajah wished to know what 
would be done m that case I replied that I could not give a 
better answer to that question than by giving the rmmster for 
perusal a copy .of the Governor-General’s letter to Meer IQian, 
which would manifest the opinion of Government with regard 
to the share which Holkar’s Government had or might have in 

3 
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llic picsctii iimiTil.iiji Imi I Inil nnl >cl icicntil 3ii> (Iclail 
«1 iminictum I 'Imuld nmfinc iii) cK to ilic roinmmnraiion of 
lhat 'ci(cr 

4 Uaung lint Idler ind InmwU «lii 

fictl on the 'n\>)cci i\ic it*Mr (torn aiwt lUc Ra)aU 

ulio u-as in a ncij,liljnuring iciii tininctlntcU jomctl n^ 

5 The nuniMcr (Wniml i» ilic Hajah (lie general hcadi 
of nhat liad jns^eil ind rend and cxpLirnrd lo Ih* IlighncM ihc 
letter to Nicer Khan to ivliirh lie told IIi^ Ilighnr*' I liad refer 
red him f »r nn answer to the qucnion whirl) he ind Ijcen Instruct 
ctl in nro!)^^c Tltc Rapli KTHict) much plca<ct) and entirely 
san>rictl will) 11% content*- am! I agreed with IIn Highness and 
his nnnislcr in the inference which he droi that as the proceed 
mgs and projects of Nicer Khan were coiindcfcd hj tlie Governor 
Crcncral as tcmlinL direciU to sow the %ceds uf douhl and suv 
piaon m the rmnus of the Hriii%h Coicmmcnt and its allies and 
to disturb the foundations of existing Ivannonj and concord those 
proceedings and tirojcces rrfcrrctl to Ilollvar and acLnovriedgcd 
li\ him \TouUl still Ik. op|»o*csl h) the llritLsh Government 

0 On that part of the Iciter which >a)s that the Rnlish 
Govcmmait and its allies would Iw ilisjioseil to become the 
mevhum of an amicable adjustment lictwecn the Rajah iind 
Hollar His Ihglincss onl) rcinarlcil tliai the agrcision of Mecr 
Khan liad alrcad) causetl him clamagc to the amount of many 
lacks of rupees On the whole contents Uis Highness expressed 
himscU very well saiiiFied and requested to lu\c a copy of the 
letter to which I agreed 

27 His Highness then addressed hinuclt personally to me 
and expressed the gratitude which he felt for the very friendly 
proceeding of Government winch he said rendered the power of 
the two states one and the same and united as it were their 
armies into one body If at any time ire should be desirous of 
a similar line of condua on his part his forces he said were outs, 
I think this was his expression but it iras obscure and guarded. 

28 I then addressed myself to the minister and mentioned 
the general arrangement whicdi was on foot for bringing a force 
TO the Rajah s assistance. As some ume» probably nx weeks at 
least must elapse before the force UTidcr the personal command 
of Colonel Close could be sufficiently advanced I said I wished 
to be mformed of His Highness s immediate plans against Meer 
Khan and of hit opinion regarding the measures which that Chief 
was likely at this moment lo pursue and I asked whether Mecr 
Khan iras expected soon to cross the Nerbudda. To this the 
Rajali replied personally that the forces of Sadik AIi Khan at Sir 
nagnr and Amrut Rao Bukahi at Chapara amounted together to 
b«>v«n ra-enty and thirty thouaand mm and that cverf attempt 
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would be made to oppose Meet Khan by those Clnefs in. conjunc- 
tion With regard to Meer Khan he said his Mews were undoubt- 
edly to do him as much mischief as possible and that at the very 
moment, when he appeared most inclined to amicable measures 
he was hatching the most treacherous designs No kind of con* 
fidence could be placed in him foi any good purpose although he 
was always ready for evil ones The Rajah added that he hoped 
the British troops would march with every expedition to the 
Wardha, from whence if near Amiaoti they might arrive at Nagpur 
in three or four days, and that according to the aspect of affairs 
when they might reach the Wardha. he would signify his wishes 
for their advance or otherwise to Nagpur. 

29 I remarked that Colonel Close would certainly advance 
the troops destined for His Highness’s lelief with the greatest 
practicable expedition, and that his operations whatever they might 
be would be directed to produce the greatest possible benefit to the 
common cause and the greatest satisfaction to tlie Rajah At pre- 
sent, I said. His Highness would probably think that the longer 
Meer Khan could be prevented from crossing the Nerbudda, tlie 
better and I hinted as delicately as I could that it was possible the 
Governor-General’s letter would have the effect of making Meer 
Khan less bold m prosecuting his former projects , he said he was 
sensible however that the distance of the British troops might lead 
him on the other hand, to attempt to carry everythmg instantane- 
ously, but still he hoped his armies might make head against him 
until the arrival of Colonel Close 

30 I said that even should Meer Khan not have crossed the 
Nerbudda before Colonel Close’s arrival on the Wardha, it might 
be advisable on military grounds for a British force to be m ad- 
\ance from Nagpur The Rajah allowed that it might and said 
that he would be guided by any advice which might appear suit- 
able at the time, and that he considered his oivn armies as ours, 
and the British troops as his omi Although he added there might 
have been some doubt of his success unaided against Meer Khan, 
there could now be none of complete triumph over any enemies 
who might oppose 

31 f then alluded to what I had heard of His Highness’s 
negotiations with the Pindaries The Rajah immediately rephed 
that his negotiations with them had been directed only to detach 
them from Meei Kdian, and to secure his oivn territories from the 
additional injury of their depredations at such a time, but that his 
^'^th them were merely temporary His Highness 
said tliat he had now a person m their Camp to direct the opera- 
tions which they had agreed to undertake against Meer Khan I 
asked whether any of them had crossed the Nerbudda The Rajah 
said the^ had not, nor was it his intention -that they should, but 
they were to fall on the rear of Meer Khan to the northward of 
that river They were not, he added, to be depended upon, and 
although it was better to have them for him than against him, he 
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wa? a\varc of ilic dinner of allowmp ilicm lo (lan ttic Nerbudh 
as ilicy "oulil noi fail lo tio mote iiij(ir> to Im fountr) than they 
would do gofxl to hi5 cau'c 

1 I rcmarVcfl tint the Rajah Ind certainly teted \cfy pru 
dcnil) m ronrming an\ o^ratinn^ m which the) were to lie con 
cemed to their own f-xdc of the ntcr 

^3. Ihs Hi(;hnc<' now asVed whether 1 had any Utc accounts 
from Mccr Klian* Camp or from that of IIoILar Ikforc I could 
rcnl) to lu» f]uc^tion he informer! me tint a »mall party of Pindarics 
had Ittel) crossed the nicr and plundered a few v llagcs hut that 
they had immcdiaicl) rttumet! Ilis nij»hncri alluded to the 
allc 5 ;cd ouarrcl Ivciwccn Ntcer Khann lirorhcr In law Cafur Khan 
and Hollars mini'icr* in con*c<iiiencc of nhiclt ilic former Iwd 
left the Camp Tins quarrel I In lliphness was nnl) prctcndctl 
for m fact all the affairr of UolLars Government were noionouslj 
guided and controlled by him and ihc ministers of Holkar would 
ncv'cr have dared to expel his brother m bw excepting ns a finesse. 
As the Rajah spoke this personally I dul not think it nccc5^«arv to 
ask an explanation of the meaning and object 10 which Hu High 
ncas iitnbutcrl the finesse 


34 Nothing further of importance passed 


35 I have this <by dispatcltcd the Govcmor*Ccncral » letter 
to Metr khan with merely a few lines from myself 1 >y a pair of 
my owTi Hircarrahs and a pair of the lUjahs to faalitate their 
conveyance across the Nerbudda I thought it m\ duty instantly 
to apprize the Govcmor-Gcncnil • Agent m Bondclkhand of the 
intcntioni of Government with regard to Nteer Khan in order to 
prevent any possible danger to the advanced detachment under 
^ptain Lamrat Kuckcroutcc near the Powic Cliat from any sud 
den attack which Mecr Khan be induced to make upon it if »til! 
in that position With the view of gaming a little time for my 
Hirearrans I therefore detained the Tener until this iby but on 
the other hand considering that the object is to deter Mccr Khan 
if possible, from crossing the Nerbudda I did not think it right to 
delay longer m dispatching it. 


36. Mccr Khan by my last accounu was still encamped m 
p^n near Tubbulporc, but Shabamat Khan and others of hu 
Chiefs with about 4.000 horse and 4 guns were at Tchvarry on the 
northern bank of the nver which is now fordable m several places 
for horse, though 1 bebeve not yet tuffidenily so far gun* to cross 
^rac amm^ent appears to have been made with tKc Nabob of 

of 

tomorrow I shall prolwbly receive fresh intdbgencc which I shall 
lose no time m communicating to Colonel Close. 

,,37 I JiaTe coMunicated the contenu o£ thi» duratch m a 
d^ addre« to Colonel Qok to ,Tho« .n.t™ct,o.uT,hdl^v 
ithc mcnt unphat reference. P®? 
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38 The Rajah returned to Nagpur to celebrate the Deshara, 
but only remained there two days, and I joined him at this place 
on tlie 25th instant 


Letter No 12 — ^Jenkins reports the death of Rajah’s mother and 
the consequences ansmg out of it. 

From— R JENKINS, ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL B CLOSE. 

Camp at Ramtek, the 23rd December 1809 

I have the pleasure to enclose copies of Akhbars which arnved 
last night fiom the Nerbudda I have heard nothing further of 
the Pmdaries who were said to be at Tauckul Ghat and I am in 
hopes It was only a false alarm 

The death of the Rajah’s mother you will have learnt by my 
dispatch of yesterday She is said to have died very nch, and the 
first disagreement between the brothers it is expected will break 
out about the division of the treasure The Rajah last night issued 
ver)' strict orders to his Chiefs m Camp to be upon their guard, 
against any treacherous machinations which the Bai’s death might 
cause to be attempted, and some troops have been sent off for the 
protection and to preserve the peace of the city Everything, 
however, appears at jiresent quiet but there must be many who 
having formerly owed their safety from the Rajah’s exacnons, to 
the Bai’s influence, now tremble for their persons and property 

I am to pay my first visit of condolence to the Rajah tomorrow 


Letter No. 13 — ^The letter reports that the Rajah of Sirgooja — 
Balbhadur Shahi — threatens to occupy the pargana of 
Barwah m the distnct of Ramgarh 

From— C LUSHINGTON, ACTING SECRETARY TO 

GOVERNMENT, FORT WILLIAM 

To— R JENKINS, ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wilham, the 30th January 1810 

I am directed to transmit to you for your information the 
enclosed extract from the proceedings of His Excellency the Vice- 
President m Council in the Judicial Department under date the 
19th instant on the subject of the renewed threats of the Rajah 
of Sirgoojah to occupy by force the pergunnah of Burwah m the 
district of Ramgarh You will be pleased to explain to the mmis- 
ters of the Rajah of Berar the impropnety of the conduct of the 
Rajah of Sirgoojah on this occasion and to request that the most 
positive orders may be issued to him to refrain from the prose- 
cution of his unfounded claims to the possession of a tenitory 
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vrluch vinnuoiional)!) fonn^ a compoiifni pin of i)ic BriilMi Domi 
mo!) ^x^:Hcn^) in Onmtii can hardlj cntcrtntn ihc luppo- 

sition ilwt the Uijilj of SirgoojiB wiB cndcixonr \o p\n ibicat 
mto cxcnnion of j>o^wton U) force of (he pergunnah of 

llurwil) Imf It n^^\ \k projK-r f<jr )oii to ^tj,nif) to the Coun of 
\-»gjn»r dnt an) attempt on Im |Kirt co ih^tnrb ilic tran<nrillit) of 
Burvtab vtill K rrjKrllcO b) the iroo|« of ilic Unn'b Co\crnmcnt 

2 ^on uill find amongst ibe records in )onr possession nn 
nncf^tiisool sdmi'sion on tftc j»afi of ibe Rapib of Berar of ific 
nglit of iIk fWinsb ( osernmem to the pcrpmnaii of Bursvali 
made on the occasion of I tctifcnani Colonel Jones s expedition on 
Sirgonjib m ibe )car 


Extract from t/ie proccrdmgt of tin FxccUcnc\ the I'ice /VcJirfcn/ 
in Coimni in dir Jndicwl Or/Hirimrni unrfer Hale the 
iQf/i Jamian, i8io 

To— Gi-ORCl now nf.SW 1 1 T USQUIRI* SFCRFTAR'V 
TO rOVI-UNMFNT IN Tnt JUDICIAL DEPART 
MENT tORT WILf lAM 


Sm 


I have the honour to acepnim )ou for ihc mfonnation of Hi* 
Exccllcnc) the NHcc President in Coiinol dial I liavc btcly rccav 
cd a representation from the Rajab of Nagpur enclosing cop) of 
a letter transmuted to him b\ Rajah Balbhadur Sahy of birgoojah 
from which it appears tltat inc latter hu again rented his prcicn 
sions to the Pergunnah of Burvvah and threatened to take posses- 
non of It 


a. On the receipt of thi* micHigencc I immediately dispatch 
cd a Parwannah to the Raph of Sirgoojah rcrjuinng rum under 
pain of the »c>crc displcisurc of Government to dcaist from prose 
cuung hi* unjust claims on the Pergunnah in quouon 1 like 
wise thou^t proper to give intimation of the arcutmtance to Cap- 
tain Roughsedge and beg leave to enclose a copy of that ofheer* 
reply to my addrets 


3 The accompanyine copy of Captain Roughsedge* reply 
plara the arcumitance* of the ease in *o dear a light that I have 
nothing to state m addition thereto and I trutt that the measure* 
adopted by that gentleman as alluded to m his addresse* to 
Mr J^ins and to Mr I^hin«on under date the 4th instant, 
and likewise the receipt of my ^rvrana will induce the Raiah of 
Sirgooph to desm from any attempt to gam possession of the Per 
gunnah of Burvvah by violent means. 
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4. As Captain Roughsedge has already transmitted to 
Mn L'jshmgton, copy of the letter addiessed by the Rajah of 
Nagpuv deemed it unnecessary to accompany 

this letter with a translation thereof 


Zillah Ramgarh 
13th January 1810 


Rd WALPOLE, 
Acting Magistrate 


To— R WAI.POLE, ESQUIRE, ACTING MAGISTRATE, 
ZILLAH RAMGURH 


Sir, 

I was m the act of addressing you on the subject of the removal 
of the Rajah of Sirgoojah’s claim to the Pergunnah of Burwah when 
I was honoured with the receipt of your dispatch of the 8th mstant 

a The circumstances had been communicated to me by Rajah 
Govmdnath Sahy and I have the pleasure to enclose copies of my 
letters to tlie Resident at the Court of Berar and Mr Secretary 
Lushmgton, which m addition to the judicious step adopted by 
you of addressmg a Perwannah, to Rajah Balbhadur Sahy will 
I doubt not have tlie effect of puttmg an immediate stop to the 
prosecution of that . . claim to the 

Pergunnah of Burwah 

3 The assertions of Rajah Govmdnath Sahy as to the utter 
inefficiency of the police in Burwah are very true, the authority 
of Government has never been established m that district, and on 
consulting the Records of your Court I believe it will be found, 
that complaints more or less serious have been exhibited agamst 
all its prmapal mhabitants 

4 I am credibly informed that Jaimangal Sahy, Pradhan of 

. . . and Ferenghee Barraick of Beergong - in 

particular withm the last month sent Vakeels to Sirgoojah Nagar 
for the purpose. If in Rajah Balbhadur Sahy 

to assert his pretensions to Burwah from which step has in aU prob- 
ability resulted the letter received by Rajah Govmdnath Sahy 
The Pergunnah of Burwah is so strong by nature and affords such 
facilities from its vicinity to Sirgoojah for the escape of cnmmals 
that I see no chance of the due establishment of the authonty of 
Government there unless a severe example is made of two or tliree 
of the most refractory Zammdars which cannot be accomplished 
without the co-operation of the Rajah of Sirgoojah, or an eventual 
pursuit of them into his country 

Hazaribagh E ROUGHSEDGE, 

January 9th, 1810. Captam, Commandmg Ramgarh BattaLon. 
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N\ruin iasiiirNC\ ftrcoKn<; 


Letter No u — Tins is an Important letter Edmomlonc explains 
that since llic Klicme of cslnblishing a subsidiary forc^n 
the Nerbuddn within Bhonstaf territories has ^ 

accepted by Bhonsla an accommodaUon may be cflcctcd 
vath the Nawnb of Bhopal 

FnoM-N U 1'DM0NS1X)NI SI CRKTAR’l TO GOVhJlN 
MINT 

To— COl ONI I li CLOSU 

tort St George the - nil I chrtiary iBio 


1 am directed to acknowlalgc the rctnpl i>f )mir dispatches 
of the dates noted in tlic margin and tn convev to >ou sttdi olocr 
v^iions m addition to tho^ containcti in mj letter of tlic lath m 
Slant as the pmgrc'^ of ctenis and )onr rcfcni communications 
appear to rcipiirc 

2 The nrcumstances of a nature to aiTca our procwlmgs 
svluch have eomc to the Lnowlcdcc of the rovcmor'Ccncral since 
the dispatch of his instnictions olthc i ih insiani arc the Nabob 
of Bhoiiais transmission to )ou of oNcnures of sulimission and the 
deadest refusal of the Kajah of Nagpur to admit the establishment 
of a Bniish force mihin his dominions on an) terms 


y. Ills Ixjnlships insiniaions of the i ih insnni left you at 
Iibcri) under certain reservations either to ‘\ccedc to 'tn accommo- 
dation mth tlic Naliob of Bhopal intoliing a naafication bCttvctn 
him and tlic Rajah of Nagpur or to dispossess iiim of Im tcmlory 
'Hiose msiructions ^^•eTe I'suctl under an expectation that the Rajah 
of Nagpur might possibly lie iiwluccd to aecctle to a lubsldiary 
arrangement This licing no longer a ijucstinn your measure* 
rau« be regulated vnthout reference to that contingency The 
field of optional arrangement* i» now much narrow since the »cca 
nty of such as might be. our guarantee depended 

upon the nermanent cstahhshmcni of a Dntisl^ force to the north 
ward of tne Nerbudda, Without that our guarantee would even 
tually be in the highest degree burdoasome and inconvenient and 
cannot be admitted. The arcunutance appears to preclude the 
cxpediciK^ of our tnediauon betsvecn the Nabob of Bhopal be- 
cause such a mediation almost nccc**anly mx'oh'c* a guarantee. 


4- The Governor-General i* of opmion that notmthsfanding 
the latitude of action allowed to you by hi* instrucuons of ihc lath 
instant you will not. under the Nabob of Bhopal s dirca over 
ture* of iub^ion have judged u proper to proceed to effect the 
ttnt^esr of Bho^ inthout specific direcnon* issued after his Lord 
shipsrcccipt of your dispatches of the aist uldmo m which you 
u T 4 u «°"dcration the Nabobs letter to your addhat, 
his Lordship rather concludes u to be probable that you will set 
on foot a ncgouation with the Nabob of Bhopal accohliaE to the 

ot which, u It would lovolrc 0 communication with the Rajah 
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of Nagpul, Will piobably admit of yoJi leccivmg the present dis- 
patch in time to enable yon to modify oi abandon youi iiltenoi 
proceedings 

5 Under these suppositions I have now the honour to com- 
municate to you His Loidshiph sentiments with regard to die 
ariangements which with a view to the eaily teimination of the 
campaign and the cantonment of the t loops it may be piacticable 
and expedient to puisue 

6 Undci the change of circumstances to which I have advert- 
ed the Goicinoi-Gciicial excludes fiom contemplation, die con- 
quest of Bhop.il and the adjustment of any teims of accommoda- 
tion between the Rajah and the Nabob of Bhopal, by the means of 
our mediation and guarantee It only lemams to decide what 
terms of accommodation beinecn the Nabob of Bhopal and the 
British Goi eminent shall be exacted and to what extent the Mih- 
tary opeiations shall be carried 

7 Aclvciting to the active suppoit and assistance allorded by 
the Nabob of Bhopal to Amir Khan after the latter had placed 
himself m a condition of hostility towards the Biitish Government, 
His Loidship IS decidedly of opinion that be should be subjected 
to some ictiibutary demands one of which should obviously be 
the immediate and unconditional siiirendei of whatever places 
belonging to the Rajah of Nagpur, he may have occupied m con- 
ceit with Amir Khan It has occuried to His Lordship that the 
payment of a sum ol money as a compensation m part of the 
expenses of the campaign might justly be rendered the subject of 
a second article of demand Tins point however is left entuely to 
your disci etion, to be legulated by the resources of the Nabob and 
by local circumstances of all which you must be the most compe- 
tent judge In addition to these demands, such obligations con- 
nected wuth the absolute sepaiation of the Nabob’s interests from 
those of Amu Khan’s and the exclusion of the Pmdanes from 
Bhopal, as you may deem advantageous and advisable might be 
exacted from the Nabob, togethei with any practicable security 
for the adlierence to his engagements His compliance with these 
demands must of course be declared to be the condition of our 
forbearance from the prosecution of hostilities against him 

8 >With regard to the extent to which Military operations 
should be carried I am directed to state the following observations 

9 His Lordship concludes that you wiU have carried into 
effect your intention of acting agamst Seronge and agamst the 
accessible holds of the Pmdanes in Bhopal His Lordship concurs 
with you in the expediency of delivering over Seionge to any per- 
son duly appointed on the part of Holkar’s Government to receive 
charge of it His Loidship however deems it advisable to require 
from that Government as the condition of its dehvery an engage- 
ment tijat beronge should not at any future tune be allowed to 
revert to the possession of Amir Khan, although the Oovemor- 

4 
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NACI UK KISIWNO KHCniD'- 


Ccncnl IS T^rc lim tiin MijmlMmn mij I>c rcndcrcil ilKirtivc 
h> n rcNolunon winch ^hotiM plicc Jlic immRciticnt of IIoRiri 
ilhin. once more under rhe conirol of Amir Klnn 

in llie prmciuium of ho iilturs n^^^u i the I’liuhrir^ to tlic 
e\!cnt wlmh )ou ln\c de^cnltcd ippcm to Ills 1 ordOuji to 
highl) crpcrlicnr hu! it is not ihc intention of the C oNcmor General 
tint \ou >.lioiiUl consulcr the jniTMUt of tint preditorv 
vuh<nnti\c object of jour ojierittons lo i dctjrcc to juotnet the 
pcntxl of the return of tlic triK»ps into (-nitnimnif; 

11 \Micn tlic purjMrt^ herein dcvtnijcil *>ln!l have f>ccn 
iccoinphshcd the CnvcfitnrC cncnl c>:p<,tt% tint no fiinhcr 

irill cMst f«»r tlcfiimnp the ir«K»jo in the Hclil and tliai the 
Corm whuli ln\c advanced from UnndcUhand tna\ Ik" rcnnndct! 
to tliat provituc ami the forte under \our jfcronal lommand innj 
leium wiilun ilie limits of the provinrr if hcrar With reference 
to lins event ilicrcforc Uiv l^rd^lnp rcqnt^i*' lo l>c favoiirctl vvitJi 
\our opinion regarding the tictail of the arrangement vriurh in 
ronsctjucncc of the Hajah of Nagpur s rcfuval to admit of the 
cstahlishincnt of a Untish force within Ins dominions ii would 
lie advisable to adopt on Miliian prmnplci for the permanent 
Kcunt) of those tcrnioncs which we ate Ixvund to protca to the 
wvuhvvanl of tin. Ncrlrndtla 

I Instnictiotis will be iinincdiattU tnnsmitted to the Aaing 
Resident at Nagpur directing him to alniam from anv funlicr 
clTorr to obtain the Rajah f con cut to the csialdishmvni of a BniLsh 
force vnthin his dominions 


Letter No xg. — ^Edmonstonc indicates the motive* of establishing 
a penmment mbsidiary force on the Nerbudda within 
Bhonslas territone* 

From— N B rDMONSTONC SrCRETAU'i TO GOVERN 
MENT 

To-GRCEME MERCER RESIDl NT VTTH DO\\L/\T 
RAO SINDHIA. 

Fort Sc George the 13th February 181a 

I am directed to admowledgc the receipt of your dispatches 
Nos, I and 2 dated the 3rd and »5th ultimo the mformauon con 
tamed in which is entirely satisfnaory to the Right HonTiIc the 
Govcmor-Gcneral 


2 I am further instructed to apprize you that a nceooation 
^ been imumtcd for the permanent establishment of a Bnaih 
force on N^hudd^ withm the temtones of the Raiah of 
Nagwr ^e o^cct of this proposed arrangement is to fonn a 

th. frontier of the 

Deccan to Bundclkhand IT this arrangement should take effect 
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a pait of the Hydeiabad Subsidiary Force will piobably be station- 
ed at Amraoti on the eastern confines of the province of Berar 
and the foice on the Nerbudda may probably be stationed in the 
neighbourhood of Jubbulpoie w^hicb will then form a pomt of con- 
nection between Bundell^and and Beiai, and piove an effectual 
bariier agamst the mvasions to the Rajah of Nagpur’s dommions 
or those of the Nizam This arrangement does not necessarily 
involve the conclusion of the engagements witli the Rajah of 
Nagpur, similar to those subsistmg with the Peshwa and Nizam, 
but it will impose upon the British Government 

obligation to protect his teiiitoiies fiom extenor 

attack 

3 Considerable doubt is entertained of the Rajah of Nagpur’s 
consent to the estabhshment of a British force within his domi-^ 
nions on any terms although it is not altogether . that 

the menaces of Amir Khan who has intimated his resolution to 

his designs agamst the state of Nagpur at a 
future opportumty, may induce the Rajah to acquiesce m a measure 
which will permanently remove the danger 

' 4 The object of this communication is to desiie that you 

vull report your opimon founded on your knowledge of the charac- 
ter and disposition of Smdhia, and of the relation m which he con- 
siders himself -to stand with respect to the Rajah of Nagpm, what 
effects the proposed aiiangement is likely to produce on his mmd 
and whether it is calculated to mterfeie with any claims whicli 
Smdhia may consider himself to have on the Rajah or with any 
pohncal views which he may entertam with respect to the state 
of Nagpui 


Letter No i6. — ^The enclosures i and ^ to this letter are important, 
masmuch as they contam instructions of the Governor-Gene- 
ral to Colonel Close to withdraw the Bntish troops, hand over 
Sironj to the HolkaFs Government, and have the Bhonsla to 
mediate with the Nawab of Bhopal. Enclosure 2 is omitted 
because it is extremely mutilated. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT 

To— R JENKINS, ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort St George, the 8th March 1810 

I am dnected by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General to 
transmit to you for your information the enclosed copy of mstruc- 
tions issued undei His Loidships authority to Colonel Close on the 
2nd mstant, togethei with copies of the letter to the address of the 
Resident at the Court of Dowlat Rao Smdhia, and of its enclosure. 
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\\o\UK nuMDrsr\ urconus 


io UMONM CIOSI 


Silt 

Ihviui^ up in rhc farm of i incinonndiiiii uliidi tro^ 

initncicil i» form ihc Iw'-c* t»f upiltr inMnutum' wliat I liavc 
( »IKrU(l Iff the ( ovemoM ciicnl < wcw iiu! ^cnunlcnl5 rc^^anl 
int; ihc tnimaoc'' of <»ur jiri.<cni rcLitivclv lo rhe Kaiafi 

of \’at,(mr Amir Klmn am! the \il>oh of Uliopal I!i' Lortfshm 

diacic<l me with i Men to |Hit \oii m |Hr^«c>»imi of In^ (fctiil 
cfl atlcaion«; on ilu \'nr»ot» micMiom he !ins c<mwt!cn:d 

lo transmit fo \nu n coji\ of tint iiicmoniKhim 'ioti mil find 
that the lonmmrti m ti wlnrlt arc ticthued from the 

lonmimiunnon' ulmh 1 Invc had the )ionoiir to hoM oiili Ilu 
lx>rd h»p IwNC l)ccn vlojiicr! and t< nvcrtctl into oflicnl in<tnic 
tions unh fcmin miKlificatioiu 

His I onishtp (omeoev tlm to iiKdiaic an adjiutnient of 
difTercnctii Ijctwcnt tltc Rajalt atwl the \a!>oh even if it wxrc 
praCTicablc wnlioiit our j^uarantci. noiiM l»c aitended inih no 
advantage and that to atford <i«r gtuanncct nuhmii maintamm^ 
a force lo the nnrtlmird of the Ncrhiidtla u inadmi‘vib!e Ilu 
I^rd^hip tlitrcfore (kx^nu it MifTicicnt to tsan from tin. Nalxtb 
of Bhopal \vliai mas operate a' a |mm hmem to l»m and adxania 
gcoiu lor tu leaving the Rapah to act a* he ihjnl< proper nath 
regard to Bhopal 

Ilu lordship u anMom not to l>c dranaa into an extensive 
field of operation iht Rindanw Me dc^irou^ 

of consulcnng aiiv oj»cnmons against ilum a* a colbtcral rather 
than a direct ohjert of our pn»cccding« and to clo^ the canijwign 
with the accomplidimcnt of titosc puqjo^^^ which a^ desenbed 
m his present instnictions a)>j)car to Mu I^nhbip to lx; of lufTi 
aent jmponance to suppirt ilic iTcilit of our cacnions m ilic 
caiLv: of tliL Rajah of Nagjnir not <mK tlie atreat of Amtr Khan 
the occupation of beron^ and its dehven to Ilolkar the submis- 
sion of the Nabol) of Bhopal on the terms prevnabed and the 
expulsion of the Pmtlancs from their pnnapnl hold in that 
country 

The R^ah of Nagpur s consent to the jicrmancnt establish 
raent of a Bnnih force on the Nerbudda would have admitted as 
other and more benefiaal arrangement That iraporrant obicct 
b«ng unattainable, his Lordship is anxious to withdraw our troops 
from the field at the earliest practicable moment consisrent with 
our credit 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

N B EDMONSTONE, 

bccTctary to Govt 


boil bL George 
aind Febnmry iSio 
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Letter No 17 — ^This letter and its enclosure which is an address 
to the Bhonsla, explain the motives of the British Govern- 
ment m undertakmg the mihtary operations agamst A mir 
Khan and mdicate its disappomtment at the Bhonsla^s 
failure to agree to the arrangement suggested by the Gov- 
ernor-General for the future safety of his own territories 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT 

To— R JENKINS. ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort St George, the 26th March 1810 

By diiection of the Right Hoii'ble the Governor-General I have 
now tire honour to transmit, His Lordship’s replies to the letters 
from His Highness tlie Rajah, and his Mimsteis enclosed m your 
dispatch of the 24tli ultimo together with copies foi your informa- 
tion 


2 The Rajah’s studious omission of all acknowledgement 
for the essential aid which he deiived fiom the protection of the 
British power undei ciicumstanccs which menaced the subversion 
of his Goveinmenr, and his coiiespondmg exaggeiation of the 
prowess and effect of his aims in compelling the retreat of Amir 
Khan, aie highly offensive and disgusting with refeience not only 
to his want of candoui and misiepresentauon of facts, but also to 
the motives of jealousy and suspicion which m addition to the 
instigations of an ovei weening piide, have eiidently dictated the 
tenor of his address to the Govemoi-Geneial 

3 His Loidship deeming it by no means advisable that the 
Biitish Government should be supposed to accjuiesce in so gross a 
mis-statement of facts, and m so offensive a disavowal of the obli- 
gations which the Rajah owes to the British Government for its 
giatuitous and libeial exertions m lus favour, m the utmost exi- 
gency of his affairs has thought proper m his reply to the Rajah’s 
letter to lefute his assumption, and to claim the ciedit which is 
due to the important and reasonable relief afforded to him by the 
interposition of oui protecting poiver 

4 You "Will be pleased to accompany the delivery of the 
letters mth such an additional detail of circumstances as may 
appear to you to be necessary, not so much to demonstrate a fact 
of tlie truth of which the Rajah must be perfectly conscious, as 
to expose the fallacy of his assumptions, and to vmdicate the 
credit of our Arms, and the merits of our hberality by depriving 
His Highness of every pretext for ivithholdmg the acknowledg- 
ments so justly due for the benefits which he has derived from our 
assistance, and foi the motives which mduced the British Gov- 
ernment to afford it, without any demand of compensation for the 
heavy charge and inconvenience attending it 
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NAcrun Ri-smrxn ni cords 


(; 'If II will Ik nrcfiil i! ihc Mine lime to nli^mn from the 
i inLii in if imntton ind n» ci»mc\ rcprc^cnntion of fact* 

1(1 fli llii^hnc’-s \\\ icniis of iligniij mililnr^s and fncmWiin and 
( iirn'illv ui |ire<lii(lc an) i»n|xpntu)n on the part of the Kajah 
ihnt cirlicr ihc Kajnh 5 nnranuid mid nni^crom conduct on tins 
H.n ion nr In-^ refn al to mnnir in the plan nropo'cd for the jicr 
imncnt dcfmrc nf hi«; dotinninii lias prmlnccn In the mind of the 
( o\crn('r Ccucral arv\ sentiment of dl ivdl or ilimintshcd Ins 
I^rilliip liniiidc t( nninnin heretofore the rclulons of 
( nlnhiN ind toniuUnic oiih the snic of Nagpur 

I 1 401 dirtdid lo nkc this of snknmslcdgmg 

iIk icccipi nl \niir dispatches of the elite notetl tn tlic margin 


To RAJ \II R \( HOjH miO\’SIj\ 

Written 26tli Marcli tBio 


I lia\c had the honour to rccetrc tour Highness s letter 
(Rccapnulircs (hit received Bib March). 

In nu letter to \nur llighnex of the 31st December I had tltc 
Miisfaciion to conpratulitt ton on the focrcss iihich forms the 
►object of sour Higlmcsss prc^i letter J have onl) ngain to 
assure tmi tlvai the success of tour Highness f Arm) will aUva)s 
afford me the greatest pleasure 

\our Highness however having vcnlicd exclusively to that 
success the rtiren of Amir klian from tour termone* and 
appcantig cntircl) to oitrhMik the ciscniial aid afforded to you 
by the iJntish troojis ivluch 11 a moment of extreme puil 
advanced for the protcaion of )our country ind compciica the 
enemy to abandon Ins tlcsigni vnihoiit an) compensation being 
demanded by the British Coicmmcm for the heavy charge and 
inconvenience attending this exertion justice rctjuircs that I should 
advert to the aixiimstanccs of this event. 


It will be in the recollection of your Highness that after the 
action to whicli )our letter alludes and whi^ took place on the 
7th of December or -^ih of Shnvi-al Amir Khan instead of re- 
treating from )our Highness* tcmtoncs again crossed the Ntr 
budda and rciuamcd to the southward of that nver wiihm a 
short distance of your Arm) which occupied a posmon inacces- 
sible to the attack of Cavalry until the 7th of January or 30th of 
when he commenced his retreat vnthout any movement 
on the Mrt of your Highness* troops which contmued merely on 
the defensive surrounded by the Pmdanes who succeeded m 
tmttmg off their supplies and exposed them to great distress In 
this si^aon nothmg could have opposed the further advance of 
Khan into your Highness* territory But at that time the 
na command of Golond CTosc waj at Pandhur 

na and the Bntuh troops had commenced their march from 
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Bandelkhand By advancing, Amu Khan would have incurred 
the danger of being attacked m point by the detachment under 
Colonel Close and his retreat n ould have been cut off by the Army 
of Bundelkhand He was equally cxjioscd to dangei fiom the 
combined movements of the two Biitish Detachment by contiuu- , 
mg m his position south of the Nerbudda He had theiefore no 
alternative but to leticat hcfoic cithci of those Detachments could 
intcicept his loutc He accordingly began to ictire two days 
after Colonel Close commenced his march fiom Pandhurna and 
five days befoic the advance of the tioops of Bundelkhand from 
Chatterpore 

These ciictimstanccs alone aie sufficient to show that die re- 
treat of Amii Khan is to be asciibcd exclusively to the movements 
of the Bntish troops But this motive of his letreat is acknow- 
ledged by Amii Khan himself m his letter to youi Highness s 
Minister Shridhai Pandit dated die ist January or ist of Zelhedj 
m which after desciibing his conception of the imprudence of 
calling in Bi itish troops to your Highness s aid he declares his 
inability to meet them m the field and his consequent resolution 
to letire and in the same lettci he declares that a,lthougli diis 
compelled at present to retreat he will ncvei abstain from hostih- 
tics against yotii Highness until the money whicli Sadik All Khan 
consented to pay to Amu Khan shall have been discharged Amn 
Khan has also made the same acknowledgment m his letters to 
Colonel Close and to me WTittcn about the same penod of nine 
It is, therefore, most evident that your Highness’s relief from the 
danger ivhich menaced your dominion is to be attributed entuely 
to the advance of the British tioops 

I was anxious to provide a permanent secuiity agamst the 
retuiii of a similai danger by the airangemcnt w^hich w^as lately 
proposed to youi Highness But that airangement not having 
met with your Highness s concurrence and the object of the exei- 
tions of the Biitish Government m your Highness’s favoiii havmg 
happily been accomplished by the retieat of Amn Klian beyond 
Seiongc, the Biitish troops wall now be wathdrawai 

Although I must legiet that the successful and gratuitous 
exertions of the British Government have not made a just impres- 
sion on your Highness’s mind yet I reflect wath high satisfaction 
on the success of those exertions and on the opportunity which has 
thus been afforded me of manifesting my sincere solicitude for 
youi Highness’s prosperity 

For further particulars I refer you to the verbal communica- 
tions of Mr Jenkins 

A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE, 
Secretary to Government 


/ 



32 NACi un «i NCI RrcoRD*; 

Letter No i8— Colonel Close mggcits the mUitnry armngcmcnli 
that ha\c to be made U the nppUcatlon from the Uhowla 
lor n British force to be ftationed in his ictritones north of 
the Nerbuddn rvcrc granted 

I ROM COI ONLI 11 C1/)SL 

To RICHARD JI NKINS ACIINC RbSIDFN"! A T NAG- 
PUR 

Camp near Ilo'hangahad ““Cth Mirch iSio 

I ln^c the honour !« fonvird open dnphmc of inj cli^ptch 
of ^^‘<rcrtI^) s (Lire to Mr ‘^rciir) I dinonMonc ultirh I rc^noi 
\o\t \nll end <m after |>cnivil 


To^N n liniONSTONU h^QUmi UIIU sccre- 

T\R^ lOtOMUNMtNl 1 ORT \MI UAM 


Sr 

I ln\e tlic h<mour to wihmit the idea' on the prrsumpiton 
that {lie anplicatum frotn IIi^ lliglinc^ tlic Rajah of Nipptir for 
j Bnttsh forte will lx. ictpiievxal in and tliat the fonc to be 
<){ tlic utTcncih and doaipiom Matctl m the incnurcx of the 
Right Hon hie thi. ro\cmor‘<*ciicra1 fonncrlt rommuntratetl to 
the Rajah m/-, a Regiment of Name Catalrj a rompanv of Toot 
\niilen 4 Battalions of Name Infantry a sgitaldc proportion of 
ordnance and a detail of Pioneers 


On tins sulncct I take it for granted that for tlic present at 
least the force dcsttnctl for Jnbbulporc wall lie compel of Coast 
Trooj» to Ik fumtshed from the C^rp< irmainmg there under 
the immediate commaml nnd further adopt it ns a wnsEactor^ 
pnnaple that it must be alivajai more conicnicni to support a 
Bultfidiary force bv the troojH of another snli^idiar) force t^n by 
those taken from stations in the Company s tcmtoncs 

At the measure accommodating the R 4 ajali of Nagpur with a 
Bnatb force to he stationed ns ahead) noticed will ha\c an 
influence then in the disposal of the Subsidiary force* of Hydera 
bad nnd Poona it wdl Ik expedient to consider tlie force at 
Jubbulporc, as a link of a cliam of cantonments streching from 
the Nerbudda to Poona which connects conveniently with the 
Presidency of Bombay the several cantonments being so situated 
ai to support each other when necessary 
practicable convenience. 


As the force proposcil for Juhbulpore is evidently small I mav 
concise that not intended and cannot Ik 

proportion of that force a* make a part 
of the Hyderabad force, so as to lessen the number of Nanvc 
Infantry Corps of the latter to be etationcd at its Hcadtjuqrtcrt 
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Accoiding to tlicsc piomises, the Jiibbulpoie force would be 
chiefly composed of coips lately destined to form a part of the 
Hyderabad lorcc, and most of the Coips destined by the last dis- 
tribution of the Army foi stations to the westward and south waid 
from a part of tlie latter 

Fiom die change of political ciicunistances, to be necessaiily 
occasioned, by the stationing of a British foice on the Neibudda, 

It will appeal expedient that the Hyderabad force should he 
augmented by a Regiment of Diagoons, and that the Native 
Battalion lately added to the Poona foice should be considered as 
peimanently included on its stiength Thus the force at Jubbul- 
pore would consist of the ^th Regiment Cavalry, 2nd Battahon, 
7th Bn, 9th Bn, 10 and 1st Bns, 20 Regt N I The detail of the 
Battalion Pioneers now in the Deccan above the establishment of 
the Hyderabad Subsidiary lorce, the Company for Jubbulpore 
must be taken from this detachment to be leplaced for die present 
by die one taken from the Company s of the Royal s at Hyderabad 
and His Majesty’s 34th Regiment m 

the headquarteis of the Hydciabad force, the Hoise Aitillery, the 
Z2nd Dragoons, 7th and 8th Regiments Nauve Cavalry 
remaining company of foot aitillciy, PI M 34th Regiment, the 
2nd Battalion 5th, 1st Bn 12th. ist Battalion 16th, 2nd battalion, 
17th Regiment Native Infantry and the Pioneers now attached to 
the force 

At the headquarters of die Pioneer Subsidiary force, a Regi- 
ment of Native Cavalry a proportion of Foot Artillery, 4 Battalions 
of Native Infantry, and a company of Pioneers At Poona of 
3 Battalions of Native Infantr\^ furnishing the necessary details foi 
Seiror, Ahmednagai, etc 

It is proposed that the Headquarters of the Hydeiabad force 
should be at a position on the Wardha to the Eastwaid of EUich- 
poie and the Headquaiteis of the Poona force at Jalna 

By this disposition theie Avould he a chain of cantonments 
from Bombay to the Nerbudda, a line which is deemed to be pre- 
ferable, to any which could be established between Fort St George, 
or any principal station in the Kamatic and the Nerbudda by die 
route or with which however 

Headquarters of both foices would not necessarily 
By advanemg of the Hyderabad force from 

Amiaoti to the pomt before mentioned ^ distance 

between Jubbulpore and Jalna nail be more equally divided, and 
should It be requisite to reinforce the troops at Jubbulpore by the 
whole of the force on the Wardha, Berar m its absence would he 
protected by the troops at Jalna, which if necessary might be rem- 
forced by the 5 companies of the Royals at Hyderabad When 
the troops on the Wardha should jom those at Jubbulpore, the 
combmed force at the latter station would consist of the Horse 
Artillery, one Regiment of Diagoons, 3 Regts of Native Cavalry, 
5 
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tlic greater part of a a)mpmcs of Artillery reinforced hy men 
from the Liiropcan Infantry inincd lo the Gun cxcrn^c i Regi 
iiKni I uropcau InfanttA 8 lUttalum^ of Natiic InfanirA and 
ntarl) t Companies of nonccry n l)od\ Mifitncni!) powerful to act 
oiUnMvcl^ for any purpose even uit^toiit l)cing reinforced from 
nundclkhand According to this ^ptem of arrangement the tit 
and nd Regiment of Nantc Cat'alry could 
\k dcsirahlc to complete the proj>o<c»l nmngcnicnt for Jubbulporc 
vurhoni dch) 1 am induced to me the frccilom of mmiioninc 
these officer* of the irooj« here whom 1 consider as <pjahficfl^ to fill 
die coimnaml of tiic sniT Mtiiaiions lictongmg to the Corps in 
(juc<in>n 

for the itmiinand of the Jiihhiilpuc ‘'iibsidnry force I would 
suggest Col Irton for the office of Assistant Adjutant-General 
C-apiam Tajlor of the lotfi N I noi> Major of brigade to Lt -Col 
Inon For the smntion of the A sistant Quarter nlistcr General 
It John Law of the Military Sunc) institution lor that of 
Persian intcrprci<»r I t Morgan of the tsi bn ml Rceimcni Tp 
lie Paymxocr Commissary and Agent for Ihml Cattle Major P 
Nansagnew To Iw cnmmi*sar\ of stores Captain UcMon of 
Artillery To be Supenntendent Surgeon Mr Gdmsart who now 
fills that situation in thii Army To \k hnginetr Captain 
Johnson of H M >tth Regtmcni who Ins been ctlucared m that 
line To he 

Tlie departmcoti for the jMbhulnt»re force to be fonnctl from 
those of the Army l») ^ transfer of the portions now surplus to 
the fixed atabfishmcnl of the Ilvdcnhad force. 

Tlic exicni of the dilTcrcm departments to be kept up with 
the Jubhul[>orc force 1 shall proccetl lo fix if honoured srilh 
authority for the purpose 

1 haic the honour to be. 

Sir 

\our most obedient humble senxint 

Camp near Hoshangahad jj CLOSE, 

osth March 1810 Colonel 


Utter No ip^Jenkini report, th»t the Bhonrim had agreed lo the 
•tatJoiung of a British fora on the Nerbudda. 

From— R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 
To-COLONEL B CLOSE. 

Nagpur the a7th March 1810 
vr ^1,°™ with your private Ictlcn of a 1st and 22nd of 

Maui and today by your official dispatch of tU card that 
you have detenmned to await the result of a teference to ^ 

off- to y^ 
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I could by no means have expected that tlie negotiation would 
so soon have come to a mature point but the details of my confer- 
ences m my last letter to the Governor-General will have shown 
you that the Rajah ivas as desirous as I could be to conclude 
matters There is no doubt I concene that the Rajah has now 
given himself up entirely to us, and I think there are few articles 
of subsidiar)’^ tieaty which ivould now startle him 

ft IS a foitunatc ciicumstance that you have been enabled to 
leave tilings m the same state with icgaid to Bhopal as they were 
before the mediation The Rajah does not seem to think that 
even should we not d needy operate against the Nabob, he would 
have much difficulty, m taking the country provided no foreign 
interference were allowed by us on the part of Meet Khan, and 
the Pmdaries The idea however of the Rajah having a subsidiary 
force and of our not directly mteifermg in the affairs of Bhopal, 
seem to me to be incompatible 


Letter No 20. — ^The statement of accounts is revealing inasmuch 
as it shows what amount of pensions used to be paid to the 
Rajah’s mmisters by the Bntish 


From— H WOOD, ACTING CIVIL AUDITOR, FORT 
WILLIAM 

To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort William, the 28th March 1810 


I request you will be pleased to furnish receipts for the undei- 
mentioned charges made in your accounts for October, November 
and December 1 809 — 

Amount 


In October 1809 — 

Salaries 

Mr Elphinstone’s salary 
Lieutenant Close’s salary 
Mr Surgeon Gordon’s pay and salary 

Mr Surgeon Gordon’s salary and establishment as Vac- 
cmatmg Surgeon 

Pensions 

Shndhar Pandit from 1st July to 3 1st December 1809 
Jeswant Rao and Jafloshan Pandit from Jst January to 3 1st 
December 1809 

In November 1809 — 

Salaries 

Mr Elphinstone’s salary 
Lieutenant Close’s salary 
Mr Surgeon Gordon’s pay and salary 

Mr Surgeon Gordon’s salary and establishment as Vac- 
cmatmg Surgeon 

In December 1809 — 

Salaries 

Mr Elphmstone’s salary 
Lieutenant Close’s salary 
Mr Suigeon Gordon’s pay and salary 

Mr Surgeon Gordon’s salary and establishment as Vacci- 
nating Surgeon. 


Rs a p 


2,859 3 0 
750 0 0 
680 0 0 
260 0 0 


1 6,000 0 0 

21,000 0 0 


2,859 3 0 
750 0 0 
680 0 0 
260 0 0 


2 859 3 0 
750 0 0 
680 0 0 
260 0 0 
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Letter No ji^Thc letter nulhorizes Colonel Close to raume hi 
withdmwol until definite proposals from ^ 

ecrdinE the permnnent eitahhshmcnt of n Sulwldtoty force 
on the Nerhuddn have not been necepted by the Governor 
General nnd he veas not appnied of the decision of the 
Governor General about it. 

fKiiM-N 11 I DMONSTOM StCRl-TAR^ TO GOVLRN 
MINT FORI Will 1AM 


lo-T-OLONFL 11 CIOSI 

Tort St George i)jc “"nd April i 8 (o. 

Sm 

The Right Hon lilc the Co\cmorC cncnl ln< rcrcivctl irom 
the Acimg Her'ident ti Nni^por i ro|») of lu«. letter to )o\tr atUlrcf^ 
(bfcd iltc oili ultimo ippn/iiu: \on of the Rnjah^ rrmdilional 
propo^itum for flic j>crmincni c^t'ihli^Iimcni of t llnti'li force 
NMtlim ht» temtone^ north of the Nerhudeb. and in con^erjiicncc 
fubmimng to )our am^dcntion ihc f.u*ncn*jon of the march of 
the wiiolc or a part of sour force to the Southtrard until the 
Gotcmor-GcncraU determination relative to the ncccpiance or re 
jcciion of that proposition flvall l»c known Ihv I/ird^lup has also 
received the Acting Resident ^ divpatrh No ihtcd the aist 
ultimo reporting the dends <if hn fonfcrcnccs vnth the Conn of 
Nagpur on that lubject 


a, Tlvc circumMancts under whiclv this proposition has now 
been brought (onvard the motives and object* vrhich have tug 
geared It and the necessity of nrcvaouslj adjusting various subordi 
natc but essential points by discussions vnth the Rajah of which 
the issue must Ik doubtful render on immcthaie tlccision im 
practicable No adequate motive exists for inaimng the expense 
of keeping a (lart of the Troops under your command m the field 
until the question ran l>c dtlenruncd and to authonre the return 
of that portion of the troops which should compose the auxdnry 
force, mto tlvc Rnjahs tcmiorv north of the Nerbudda when the 
final establishment of any force m that quarter i* a subject of 
negotiation and therefore of doubt is obvtouil) objectionable 
m points of view 


i, ^ thc*c reason* it is thought of the Governor-General 
tfwt m the event of your having suspended the progress of the 
whole or any part of the force under your command on its return 
to ccrar m consequence of the communication conramed m the 
Actmg Resident* IctTcr of the aoth ultimo its march should be 
““ the distnbuuon authonzed by the Governor-General « 
imtructionj of the 30 th ulumo should be earned into effect. If 
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4 A copy of my letter of this date to' the Acong Resident at 
Nagpm on the subject of this dispatch is enclosed foi youi infor- 
mation 


Letter No. 22 — ^The Bhonsla is informed that smce he refused to 
acquiesce m the original defensive arrangements, the troops 
had been withdrawan from forward positions to their 
/ quarters. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT 

To— RAJAH RAGHOJEE BHONSLA, NAGPUR 

Fort St George, the loth April 1810 

I have the honoiii to acknowledge the receipt of your High- 
ness s lettei (Recapitulate that received 4th April) 

The pioposition which your Highness recites as ha\ang been 
leceived by you fiom Mi Jenkins for the security of your frontier 
against external attack was conveyed to your Highness as I inti- 
mated m my last letter by my diiection at the time the 
Bntish troops weie advancmg for die expulsion of the enemy 
Youi Higliness however having stated youi sentiments on that 
proposition, m a mannei to preclude all hope of your being in- 
duced to concur m it, the Bntish troops after ha\nng compelled 
the enemy to retreat from the frontier of your Highness’s domi- 
nions, which was the object of their taking the field returned to- 
wards their usual stations and die Army from Bundelkhand had 
reached that pronnce, and that under the personal command of 
Colonel Close had recrossed the Nerbudda when your Highness 
departing from youi oiiginal resolution signified youi consent to 
the estabhshraent of a British foice to the northward of the Ner- 
budda, for the piotection of your country mtimatmg however that 
vour Highness would not be disposed to bear any part of the 
expence attending that airangement 

My original proposition, as your Highness was informed, form- 
ed a part of an extensive plan for the general defence of the 
Deccan and of your Highness’s Northern terntones, and mvolved 
various arrangements relative jto the position of troops from Bundel- 
khand to Khandesh as well as the adjustment of many points of 
detail with your Highness, connected with that part of the Bntish 
forces which in pursmt of the general plan, was proposed to be 
stationed within vour Highness’s terntory K your Highness had 
concurred m this beneficial plan when it was first proposed to you 
there would have been full time to deterimne these arrangements 
and to settle all matters of detail with your Highness before the 
completion of the service m which the British troops were engaged 
The foice destined 'o remain m your Highness's territones might 
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lia\c occupied Its ipiiomtcd «atio« and ilic rot on tire return 
to Berar and RundclUmnd lia\c taken up the ptmiion wlucli 

tire object nf tire j^cncnl phn in^ght render necessary 

■^oiir Hichncss howeser Ireing unwilling to admit the establish 
nicnt of n Briiish force mthln \otir dominions the plan sva> ncccs 
vanl\ abandoned and the time u»r the formation of nil the rctjuiiitc 
ananqcnicnis and tire adjustment of nil points of dciad connected 
with tbc c nblishmcni ol the Utitisb iroojw wiilun in ^our tern 
tor^ uas l<i f 

To stall >n them m the auintrv tionh of the Nerbudda uiih 
out the picvious formiiion of tlu'sc arrangements and the pre 
\ious ailjiistnicnt <if nil that rclstcs to their jiosition to their suh- 
sis "nee to the jerques ibe\ uonid Ire cxpcctctl to perform, and 
sanou'' other jKiinis wuidil l»c iiu<»usi5tcnt mih the maxims of 
uisilom and prudence and to detain them m adsance 'sdlh all 
their held cquipnKnri until nil these arrangement* and questions 
should Ire licicrmmed uould occasnm a great addition to the 
hcas\ cvjKucc winch the British Coscninretti lias already incurred 
m prosnorng for the vcainiv <»f vour Highness* dominion from 
tire danger under uhich it was nicnaccil 

^our Uighncfs will therefore Ire icnsiblc of the necessity of 
the troops conimumg ihcir march to their ortbnary stations for 
the purpose of Ireing placed in canionmmis during the ensuing 
hot and rainy seasons 

In the mcaninne I sliall r«umc the considcntioh of the gene 
nl plan of defensive arrangement and as soon as may be practicable 
I snail mitrua Mr JenKm* to ctimmumcatc to your Highness the 
\anou 5 points the ailjustmcnt of whidi is mscjiarably connected 
wath the cstabhvbment of a Bntuh force inibin aour territory for 
ns protection and cier) thing being prcnously settled and prepared 
tile troops can commence the march and assume their appointed 
station to the Northw'atd of the Kerbudda after the expiration of 
the rainy season (The same lo the mmislcrs ) 


Letter No 13 — Tld* letter mclndiug the two enclosure* are import 
ant- Vazeer Mohammed ha* been directed to send hi* agents 
direct to the Bhoosla for the settlement of difTerencei between 
them and Jenkin* i* desired to mediate- The enclosure No 1 
<»ntaining the memorandum of Vazeer Mohammed throw* 
ligbt on the relations inbsating between the Bhon*la and 
Vazeer Mohammed- 

secretary to govern 

To-E JENKINS ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Fort Vniliam the 7th July i8,o 
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Right Hon'ble the Governor-General from Vazeer Mohamnied 
Khan, the Chief of Bhopal, togethei with His Lordship’s reply to 
that letter which you will be pleased to forward to him, and a copy 
and translation for your perusal 

n. You are at hbeity to commumcate these documents to the 
Rajah’s ministers if you should judge proper 

3 If Vazeer Mohammed Khan should dispatch a Vakeel to 
Nagpur for the adjustment of the differences with the Rajah, His 
Lordship-m-Council'is of opimon that you might with propnety 
mterfere your mediation foi the adjustment of them on tlie terms 
before ineffectually proposed by Colonel Close, observing the same 
caution not to pledge the guaiantee of the British Government to 
any articles of accommodation that may eventually be concluded 


Jrom— VAZEER MOHAMMED KHAN, NABOB OF 
BHOPAL 

Received ist July 1810 

For a period of thirty years I have manifested my attachment 
and devotion to the Bntish Government m the persons of its offi- 
cers, and rendered it every service m my power, m the hope of 
acquirmg inci eased consequence and distinction, and of securmg 
protection against the oppiessions of the lulers of the present age, 
who not only hold my feeble Government in contempt and desire 
its rum, but are actually employing their endeavours to 
annihilate it 

Hence Colonel Goddard and the Nabob Roshanood Dowlah 
most readily executed an engagement, promising me the support, 
and protection of the British Government whenever its authority 
should be established in this quarter This fact must be perfectly 
well known to your Lordship 

From the moment however that I formed a connection with 
the Bntish Government, I became the object of the envy and 
jealousy of aU the Southern chiefs who m consequence sought to 
distress and harrass me by every means m their power 

Rajah Semapath (Raghojee Bhonsla) seized the fortresses of 
Hoshangabad and Seoni and three years ago wrested from my 
possession, Baree and Choulagarh, while Dowlat Rao Smdhia seized 
the forts of Islamnagar, Suhwauss and Ramgarh and plundered 
my territory and even the place of my residence Having no alter- 
native I attended by aU my family and adherents abandoned my 
home, passed the four months of the ramy season on the bank of 
the Nerbudda, m the fixed determination to risk my head for the 
recovery of my lands 
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llic tr fOj« of Kajah Scimpaili liaviiig earned off m) son Mooz 
Molul Klnn ai iwcUt \cira of n^c from m) houM: in cantivhy 
I ix-joIm^I III the first instance to iicyniatc his release and after 
uanls to obtain tlic rc^iituiion <it Ilarrcc and Cliouklgarli 
Aaonlin^I) Rajali Kaj^hojee Blionsla rcsiorcti tnj wm Mooz 
Molnmnud Khan to me lie at the same time cxcnited a dcctl 
of rclca c for all the lands which he had wrested from mj pows* 
ion that IS to na) Scorn HosluanpKid Ilarrcc and (lionktrarh 
l5ut the Uajas ofliars withheld the dcctl and Icpt it to them 
sches 

\MuK I wai thvi'k cmploactl m rndca\onnnj, to recover m) 
lands from the haml' of the usurpers Mccr Kluan wirhont any m 
\itation from me ami uiihtHii an\ necessity arrived at Juhhnlporc 
at the Ghat where I had taVen up m) ipiartcrs 1 cnnicstl) dis 
unded Mccr Khm fr m the proses niton of ht> wickctl proceedings 
and when I found that n was hi4 fixed dncrimnaiinn to cxatc chs 
turhance and comniotwm 1 MrjwniictI from !um and pr(»ccctlctl 
to the cvcaiiion <if tu) pnrpirc of regaining iiosscssion of Jhirrcc 
and Choukigarli Alxmt ilns time G»}oncl Cloc arrived and re 
f|inretl me to give up the Taluk of Uarree ami the fort of Chouki 
^rh on the ground <f this delinqucncv that I had retaken them 
uuiing the pcruMl of me <ltsiiirliaticc ami innble cxntcd bj Mccr 
Khan and he fiad the kindness to promise this much lliat he 
would effect an adjustment of our mfrcrcnccs according to the 
principles of criuity and justice and prtictirc tlic release of my 
Lands ^ 

Althougfi this was just \ct in obedience to Colonel Close and 
a lapse of fortv )vnr# m tomctpicncc of mj demur on m) part 
I imnuxluaiclv fumi'-hctl the Raiah s olficcrs with letter to m) 
Aumils directing them to retire from ihc Lands 

Colonel Close having since had an opportunity of cmjuinng 
into the nature of the offences with winch I was charged ii now 
disposed to manifest the greatcjit consideration towards me but 
the Rajahs officers arc not mdmed to attend to hU suggestions, 
I thcraorc hope that )our Lordship adverting to the relative 
situation of autnoniy and dcpendance between your Lordship and 
me will be pleased to adopt such an ctjmtable arrangement as that 
by tlic justice and support of the Bntuh Government I may be 
protected against the encroachments and violence of Maha Rajah 
Sindhia and Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla^ who violating former en 
gagements praaicc tyranny and oppression and plunder and 
destToy the houses of tlic poor winch will command my gratitude 
to your Lordship and my prayers for the prosperity of the Bnmh 
Government vnth the most ardent devotion to its service. 

A true translation 


J MONCKTON 
Persian Secretary to Govemment. 
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'J.>— VAZEKR moiiamaikj:) khan 

Wiutcn 7th July 1810. 

I ha\c l)Lcn f.nouicd with your Icttci (recapitulate that 
reccncd I'^r jul) ) 

With icgard to the engagcincuts to uluch you icfci I long 
'^incc is'^ucd lustnu lions to the Magistiate of Allahabad icipccting 
the aUs'-v\ci to he leiuined to the letter which you addressed to him 
on thav subject and von ha\c no doubt icceived it 

The communications winch you had with Colonel Close 
ihiough youi Yaked, when that oHicci was m the neighbourhood 
cl Bhopal ptorludc the necessity of any discussion of the transac- 
tions of that pciiod Colonel Close endear omed under my direc- 
tions to cflcct an .iccoinmoclation between you and the Maha- 
Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla. but his endear ouis failed of success from 
causes rrilh rvhich you aie fully acquainted 

Idle Aiah.iraj.i is m.istei in his own dominions and the British 
Goremmcni has no right in control his jiroceedings If you are 
desirous of adjusting youi dineiciiccs with the Maharaja, i would 
iccommcnd )our dispatching a Vakeel foi that puipose to Nagpiu 
and m that crent the British Resident at Ills Highness’s Court 
mil be authorized to assist m bringing those dilTercnces to a favoui- 
ablc adjustment on the terms proposed to you by Colonel Close, 
as I am sniccrcK desirous oi youi rrclfaie 

r 

A true copy 

N B EDAfONSTONE, 
Cbjcf Sccictar)’^ to Government 


Letter No 24 — ^This letter contams as enclosure a copy of the 
memorandum contaimng the views of the Governor-General 
regarding the estabhshment of a British force in the tern- 
tones of the Bhonsla, and the motives of the Bhonsla in 
agreeing to this proposal It is a fine document of chplomatic 
importance 

From— N B EDMONSTONE. SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, CAMP MADRAS 

To— R JENKINS ACTING RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Madras, the 14th Apnl 1810 

As It may be useful that you should know^ from the memo of 
3rd April of His Lordship’s mmd relative to the Rajah’s late ovei- 
tures, I transmit to you the enclosed memo in the general view of 
the subject then taken, His Lordship concurs in haste 

6 
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Mfnninndnm jlnuil cJic jd Xpril mo 

Till til iMi'iiimn nf rniiitl m uliirli the Ibjiii of ’^’aKpiir Ini at 
IcncTh icn ctuctl to ilic c<nbli Itinciii of a brjinh force \yiibin 
urntt'ni"' on! i\ir imtiun aud <»f lu' injutc<;cctifc tlcmand 

um^ulcnutm \s i j;cncnl iiul hinthrnnini principle it ivill lie 
idmiitol lint run pnriica <onnirrin|, m ilie u 'irran^rntrit 
sh( iild nmeur in the nttx'v ami ptir|H t-« lo ulnih ir dircftcd 
Hnt ilici dtnuhl enter «|Hm ii 'Mtb torrcanmnlm^ thipoimoni 
or to <tatc the cjv nq;TH\«.Ij tint the\ ^Innml n »t projMoc from 
in atloptiun difftrcnt and irrctom ilenlilc i hjtrn nor in acrctlin;; 
to It Ik goMmctl li) inotncK not tnilv ilifliinit hiif inroinpaiihic 
and 1)\ scntnncnis nnif th5|H>Mijom opi><»Mic in ilicir nature anti 
^<mt^^(llctllr^ m their ojurttiuns ami tliccn 


\lili(iiii,li lulK I«ari i.r till Kauli' rilncnmc m ailmil the 
oiihlidmunt <f n Uriinb foirr inihin hi' dominiotVi ul enter 
tamed i 1‘onc that (he inanifcM ad\anta"e of it uniild induce 
litm to ictpiiott in It Tliai i we ct|>cctcd iliat he uniild Iw led 
to ennenr in all the declared piiqxiv^ of llic amnj^cment and lo 
fa\our the ojicratMin of it m a manner eaU-ulainl to aa-otnpluh 
ihow: purjKtva All the arguments cmplojcti to orrHlncc line 
tram of scninncni in fin mind faded of meccsi lie ctmsiderctl 
pnitctiun <m <mr pan in the form in nhich it nai offered to 
be dependence m hts lie desired the I>cncfn of the former wiilt 
ovu iIk hnmiUatum <»f the latter and judging front past tranw 
tinni that our «iwn uutrcsis nun'd lead im to afford hint tha 
protection in c\cn future cnsis of danger he ctj>cctetl to sccuic 
thv l>cncln of it uathoui am rorrespondmg concession As tins 
expectation was un(pic>tionahij the motive of his refusal to admtr 
the cstalilishmcnt of a Hntish forrr ntfhm Ins dominion* fo Ins 
present actjuicsccncc is to !< avcnhrd cxchisixcli to an apjirc 
nension that tins e\jM.ciati >n is erroneous and (i> a rcluaant 
partial jealous and giuanlcd attjuicMrcncc in the msuUaictl proposi 
non for tht estahli?liincni of a British force within hi* tcmioncs 
he now hopes to secure it He meal) uHics to imjiost upon us 
an obligation to protect 3iim agaiasi future danger and to employ 
our troops ns au\ihanci for the aggrandu'cmcnt of hi* dominion 
It IS no part of hi* object to concur m a msc and provident system 
of defensive arrangement founded on the basis of common interest 
and common vicvrs Tltc plan which \sc proposed is not in the 
slightest degree recommended to him hy tlie faalmcs which u 
will afford to the operations of defence lie would inOnitcIy prefer 
a SOTplc declaration that we would not suffer his dominion ro be 
subverted combined with the return of our troops to their ordi 
natY stnuons although the dl/fiailtiei of cmpltning the requisite 
«emon in the hour of danger should thereby be multipli^ ten 
!nr therefore to the mere admission of oir troops 

because it is the licst arrangement forhis 
pmection and for the general defence of the Dcccm but became 

P^ecnon in a season of cicutual danger 
cannot othenrte «cur«3 He u not con«n,um,ly 
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contribuic to iltc cfricicnty of that anangcmeiu by gianring the 
piiMlcgcs and ad\aniagcs uhich arc ncccssar)' to render it efii- 
cicnt, such foi instance as the liberty of moving the force in 
any direction a fice pn-^sage for detachments intended for its 
icbef or supply a privilege of drawing sujijilies fiom any part of 
his tcintoncs and all the \anciics of accommodation which a state 
sensible of the Iicnelit ansmg from ihe presence of a protecting 
force would be forwaid to allord It is to him an object of jealousy 
and .ippiclien^ion Kcciy nun emeu i, e\erv demand connected 
with the an.ingcmcnt will be lec ened with ‘Juspicion and alarm 

Ought we then without ain picMous stijnilations, cither posi- 
ti\c with regard to the pniilegcs and libciiies which shoulcl be 
annexed to the cMabli'^hmeiu of a pioiccting foice w'lthin the 
Rajah's tcrnlon* oi negative with lespcet to the sci vices on w'hich 
the tioops mav be cmjiloyed and lo ihe icsiric lions upon his eon- 
duct towaids oihei st.ites. lo which under .i system of what may 
be tcimed piotcctne alliance he ought to be subjected, m a woid 
without picMomh coiiung to a mutual undci standing with regard 
to the formci objects and conditions of this new connection, 
nistanih to acccjit this forced and jealous nnitatton Ic.uing tJie 
adjustment of all suboidinate points to fuiuie ncgonaiion^ The 
answer is th.u lathei than [lait with oui piotcction the Rajah wall 
be induced to acccjif the tcims which we may jnoposc to him 
That bv immediatelv stationing oui tioops on his frontici w'c do 
not commit oiusehcs to the anangemenr since it will always be at 
OUI option to withdraw them if he lefiises to agree to necessary 
terms That il we fad to take achantage oi the Rajah's present 
disposition to admit a Riitish foice the o|ijU)rtunitY may be lost 
The course of ewents m.iy icmovc the Raiah s present sense of 
dangci and jealousy of his mclcpcnclance again take the lead m his 
mind That the force pioposecl to be stationed to the northward 
of the Nerbudda wall be sullicienily stiong to oicrcome any that 
can be brouglit against it and that tbete will ahvays be time to 
add to It if necessaiy foi ns sccuiny eitbei fiom Biindelkband or 
Bcrar That the '‘grand object is to plant a foice in that situation 
W'hen once stationed rhcic the Raj.di will feel the benefit of its 
]3iescncc wall become accustomed to it and icconeiled to it oy 
finding that in reality his mdejiendance is noi affected by it that 
he AviU gradually fall into that state of clepeudance m wdneh the 
Nizam and Pesbw'a are placed and w'hicb is the natuial conse- 
quence of a connection benveen pow'cr and weakness and that 
ultimately all oiii i lew's wall be completely attained although m 
the early stage of the arrangement w'e may he exposed to inconve- 
nience and embairassmcnt 

There is one major point of view' in wdiich the question may 
be considered The Raja has manifested towards us a most 
offensive spirit of suspicion while he ow'cs his politioil existence at 
this moment to the aid, which at an enoimoiis expense w'e reason- 
ably afforded him ^ Fai from acknowledging the slightest sense of 
obligation he ascribes his relief from danger exclusively to the 
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nrouc* of Ins own irtm tml nfnbuicN our Lnimlou* cxcrtioru to 
Mcw' ilircdrtl a^nin'i tlic inckjjcmlinci of lus (H>\cTnmcnI On 
thrK* ir Mirnls hr rncttctl our pro|>osM f<*r the c iMiU^Umcnl of a 
subsidiarv f irrc ujtlun his !crrif<*fics the lime uhen die pre 
vnfT of <H»r inHijis -iffordal ilir iminrdiatc opporitinhy of carry 
in ihc nrranprmcni u\tt» ctfcii But nhcit their return tovear^ 
ilKir onJimn nitons Ins cstitcd hi ijiprchcnstons for the safety 
of his ciuinir) ht (onde^iciuh to ntccju tlic liciicfit of our protcc 
lion on his i N\u term Hr j,nnis a n conrc<sion the jiermi^Mon 
lo defend hitn it our own c\pciisc ind cNjicfin m iclum dial ivc 
fliould iubmu to c\cr\ rcsinnit dm hi jnlous) Mipgcsts and 
assi t Inni at tmr own tlnr^c lu t<ti<jucftn^ ictruorics fur lus 
liencfir N it o»n i tent with due di),nit\ and 'olinci^ of |>uhtical 
conduct in fanil\ to accept diis plight (naught) hut lard^v 
offer ‘should ws not h\ this c-i^riu-s*. to ohnm ^ fotitinc in Iils 
coimtr\ on *m\ terms j,iic a uarrinr lo tin. suci,cstiors of lus cxic 
nor jealou K and Mi<picioii Ought we not rather to maintain 
the principle of our origmal projumtton and refu c lo accept on 
the liasis of an obligation inferred ujhui m his con ent to an 
arrangement from uluch he will derive the pnnnpnl advantage 
without an^ samficc while the hurilun inconvenience and 
cxpcnce of it fall c\clusivcl\ iijHin iis 

It mas he said tluvt this would Ik vAcrificmg the suintance for 
die saJ^c of die rlndow ami In/ardmu the lo s of an arrangement 
InghU Ixmcliaal to ourselves ami hitherto tlu olijcCT of anxious 
pursuit Cor the emptv name of digiiUv ami this arj^ment is s'ahd 
if digniiv of polmcaf amdiin ls not essential to ilie stabilitv of 
power 

ft may be itscful to con5idcr upon wliat terms it is comisicnt 
mth our vieves and interests to coms^nt to the cstalilishmcnt of a 
Bniiih force wathvn the Rajahs dominions and what other M3i 
tary arrangements should l)c combmetl with it 

The first pomt to be dctcrmineil ls on wrhat services our troops 
shall be employed Unless die Rap contnbutes to defray the 
charge* of tne force he cannot Ik entitled to claim its scmccs for 
amy other purpose than the defence of his country against external 
attach But it wall be nccCMaiy to define what is to be considered 
a* such The protection of his countrs from external attack 
*cem* of necessity to require that we should possess a control over 
his conduct we mav else be involved in wars the result of the 
Rajah i policy hii mjuance or his imprudence. This control 
could alone be established by stipulations relative to our arbitra 
won of disputes such as arc inserted m the trcaucs of alliance with 
the Nizam and Pcahwa. To this however the Rajah will not 
cerm^y be mduced to consent nor to the restriction upon hu 
mtercDursc with other states and i£ these stipulations are rendered 
mdifpcnsablc, the arrangement most probably be abandoned yet 
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come rcstiaipt '•corns absolutely icquisito Supposing for tnsiancc the 
present negoiintion with \’a/cci Mohammed Kh.in failing, the 
Rajah should j>io''tcuto hosiiluics against Bhopal, aic tve to inter- 
fere. or rathei coiikl wt atoid mteifciing^ Could we .idmit the 
pimeiple that he mav iinade Ins neighbour oi othcnvise engage 
in foreign eoniesi without tontiol and wlien lie should be brought 
'.n a state of danger we shall he bound to employ our troops for 
Ins tlefenee 

Peihaps the onU .ihsinaiut of lestiutive siipul.itions such a> 
are contained m the tieaiic'- tif Ilvdeiabad .md P>asscm is a dccia- 
ration that we will take im pin in nnj jnojeri against Bhop.il or 
diiecteil to the objeets of ron{|uesi 

It wall be neressaiy to deteimiiu whcthti the mcuisions of the 
Pindaries ate to he upclled bv us 

The 11 oops should hate the piitilege of ch.ingmg then post- 
lion and not be limited as the Rajah jiroposes to one sjiccdic plaee 
namely the jilaee best adojited to the jnirposes of defence A fiec 
passage for oui tioops through the countiy north or south of the 
Ncibudda must it is jiresumed be demanded 

It IS woithv of consideration wheihci we ought nor to insist 
on the Rajah's contnhimng at lesist to the e\tr.i cvpence of the 
proposed arrangement as .m aiiangemenr of wdneh he so laigely 
partakes the benefir more espeeiallv iindei the eirciimsrances of 
distinct and restriction which hate attended his assent to it 

Bur if. this be nor insisicd on. ought we not to rcv'|uirc that he 
should agree to bear a parr of the expenses which will attend 
future occasions of cxcition foi his defence or for his benefit 

All thc.se and probably other points wdnch will occur on fur- 
ther reflection, arc subjects of deliberation and some if not all of 
negotiation, can they ptudcntly be left to be determined and nego- 
tiated after the actual advance of the tioops into the Rajah’s 
country 

It may die observed generally, that if the Rajah had cordially 
and candidly entered into oui views of common interests and secu- 
rity and united w'lth us in the pimciple of the defensive arrange- 
ment as originally proposed to him, if he had not invited the 
establishment of a body of our troops for purposes of separate 
advantages and under the influence of a disposition inconsistent 
with that mutual confidence w'hich should form the basis of the 
proposed airangement, the necessity of precautionai-y stipulations 
would have been precluded In that event as was observed in the 
instructions to Mr Jenkins of the 14th of December, no stipula- 
tion of a natuie obnoxious 01 objectionable to the Rajah could 
be indispensably reqirred 



46 


\4G!UK H 1 MHIMT ni conns 


It 1 *; futthrr W n>n uJcrc«i n hcthff tUc trtKij i cm nm 
(kntl\ ]>c f> without nnkmj, nine ^rJ'U^},clncltt tor tlicir 

incnHnl npixirr lliis i** n miltttrN tiucMimt 'm«l MnittU) 
nuthontic' m.ciii to ibmk n null 'irr'in^cjntui ncic^ r 

ncti-^ >f\ imlccl iiiiO't prcrliulctl Ijn au^mruntum of the 

InrtT Ihu thr cNiictur wmihl lx* n» propoiium U it Iw iicetJ 
in T jM) t honld U onhh hcti mi the \kSnlln and atintha 
t. mrtJ^ the Sonilurn rroiiiur if JhindctUiand iml the inca nic^ 
fur tint juiij) oc lit hit! 1 h in pnij^rr" ivhcn tlic trimp' aihanct 
to the m riliw ml <if ilu. Nrrhiuhb 

nitre will iirolmhlj Ik. oik i,u-at nihauia},c in the mnncdiatc 
art\ iiifT t.[ ilic tro4i,»«* in ilu event crrnmls jiroInhU the failure 
nf tlu. nc},oiian »n mincnceil !hrmi},h ilic mctlunn of O>lonc! 
Uo<c betnetn \ t/ r M«»Iianitnal KInn nnil the Ihjah 'Ilic 
ftimier in is iluii lie <\|tcttcil to nil m the a'lnnncc of Atnir 
Klnn ami ili I'lndirir iiul if in ton eipiciuc nf the prcvinn* 
ih (w Sion lul TilniMincnt of ill the fnrcj^oin^ |iomt< a IkmU (f 
ir(H)|K nltinnfris to lie siitioned to the norihninl (d the Ncr 
bndtb Kt hould lave to ndnnit it in the fnri of an mrin) for 
the jimiinm of \ /rtr M diainnicd f Inn veith Aniir KIwn and 
the Pindarifs wimld <«msiitiiir i n r in ulnih nr should lie under 
the nan itv if uu<rf«fu>i, wt ihni t nninemr a lien C3ni{iai^ 
nnd mu f rtrquhrt mir picpiniion^ icuirihti},h whereas m 
nrivannn^ our troijr> mimaliaiclv vve hould lie imhlv'tl to offer 
our ^innnia to in\ aatimnuKhium iKineen }\ho|ijl and Nagpur 
which aj)|Kirinil\ ts ihe oiiK olKiirlt to the comlusinn of 'irh 
iccnmniotlafion Intlcal ii would he nm'svarN tint we should 
prcvtnr tlu Rijih from sair^mg on liosiditlc*: agninst Rhopal 
unless It was <Mir lK*sf pihrv to unite with him in sulxlinng it and 
the nre«encx of tuir rroo|w would prevent their astrmhlagc of 
hosiilc troops m Rho|ini and obviate the rontingenca of i contest 
It would also secure Vrongt 


Letcr No 35. — ^The letter intunates that the Nawab of Bhopal 
was not inclined to corac to on adjustment of his difference* 
with the Rfljah of Bernr on the basis of the terms formerly 
proposed by Colonel Close, 


raoM— N B FDMONSTONb CHIEI 
GOVrRNMENT TORT WII LlAJvI 


srCRETARl 


TO 


To—R, JENKINS ACTING RFSIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort WnUiam the t6th November iSta 
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2 His Lordsliip-in-Council deeming ir inadvisable to deviate 
from the liberal conditions oiiginally presciibcd entirely concurs 
in opinion with you that no benefit can, under existing circum- 
stances. be derned fioin enieniig into any farthei discussion with 
the Vakeel and tbeiefoic a]ipio\cs ymu ^conduct in having sciupul 
ously a\oidcd lading open the subject to the Rajah’s ministers 


Leter No 26 — In this letter Edraonstone conveys the Governor- 
General’s satisfaction at the Bhonsla’s sohcitations for a sub- 
sidiary alhance But Jenkins is directed to intimate that 
since the opportunity of forming such an alhance had pass- 
ed off, tlie question will be considered m due course He is 
asked to impress upon the Bhonsla that the object of such 
an alliance is defensive and not annexation 01 cuitaihnent 
of the indepenence, of the acceding state 

1 ROM— N B EDMONSTONE CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, FORT WILLIAM '' 

To— R fENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Foit William the prh Fcbniaiy 1851. 

1 have the honoui by the command of the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General-in-Council to acknowledge the icceipt of your 
dispatch No , dated the 6th ultimo leportmg the substance 
of your conference with the mmisteis of the Rajah in consequence 
of the Rajah’s renewed solicitation foi the conclusion of a Subsi- 
diary alliance with the British Government, and communicate to 
you the sentiments and lesolutions of his Loidship-in-Council on 
that impoitant subject 

2 I am instructed howeicr in the first instance to signify to 
you the Go\ ernor-Geneial-in-Council s cntiie appiobation of the 
tenor of your discouise to the Rajahs ministei which appears to 
have been distinguished by a peculiai degree of judgment and dis- 
cretion You pointed out with great force and piopriety the 
erroneous views taken by the Court, of the principle and object 
of the alliance, as originally pioposed liy this Government, and 
judiciously endeavoured to impiess upon the minds of the Rajah 
and his ministers the purely defensive natuie of it and its incom- 
patibility with any views of conquest 01 extension of dominion 

3 The leason ivhich you assigned foi this Government not 
having renewed the negotiation foi the conclusion of a subsidiary 
alliance, aggieably to the intimation foimerly conveyed to you, 
weie perfectly proper. Government indeed had little encourage- 
ment to urge a proposition which although involving advantages 
to the Rajah far greater than thos6 to be derived from it by the 
camps had yet been received with indications of jealousy and dis- 
trust and answered by the demand of limitations and concessions 
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NACI UK H KlX:f>KUS 


mmnsisic nt ^utJl •'piru iinl tihvcr j'c f»i il»c cllicicnc\ of ih* 
mctlintcd lUnncc Uui a more jiroimncm nnd oj>cniing cnu»e of 
ilm Gu\crntiuiH ilu fjirilirr <»f tl»c (jualion 

(ngimtctl in tlic ainiigtiiuiit'* of die (.’cjxrflitinn tr» ihc I rend j 
I dmd Hk (.tjmpmctu of inoilicr dnfint cvpciliiiort inmi con 
iiinic lor miK fnnlicr time to preclude ilic ntgoinfion since in 
(hr ccent f its n.iimtnnng in the comliiMon of a dcFcniuc 
lUiaiuc the Milinu arnngciin.iir whuli ilic provmrns of tlic 
illnncc vM)itlf! re juirc lould noi Itc convcnituil) Tdojiied until the 
Kilim of rill tHHip engaged in die jKmding cntcrpn/c 

4 lilt. |ic'«.imon <f 1 incasuir mdccil cf such magnitude 
und un[Htrniut. IkuIi in iiinncdiiic optraiion anti ii^ oentua! 
tiin’tcfjunicv as the lorinafion of a sultsuiiatv conncciifin iMlh tlu 
state of NagjMir ohsiuinl) K(|inrcrc on grounds of c’cjicflicncy that 
C ticmimni In uhl Ik- Ircc from the cMgtnnt. of another tmpon 
ant ami s\kn oi tindtnaking for alfli »iig)i the sssicm of inca 
sure tonnccK'l unh thceniiqiri e lum in progress lias l>ccn fratn 
cd in luh a iriauiur is to Ua'c du meins of adnpiatd) meeting 
every jufiposahlc emergency of n local and inatlcnial nature >ct 
in a ease wliuli unhoul coinproniising the puhlie for the interests 
of Gowmnuu; atlnnts the optw n of svKjicndmg or ]>ro-cniling an 
arrangement involving the imiiicdiate cinplo)incni of a con 
sidcrahlt. 1kk1\ of troojfs licyoml the hinit« of the llntoli icrriloncs 
and an e st.nual change m the |K»UiKal sjncm of India of winch 
the cfTcn and con cijuaiccs cannot U foreseen with ccrtaint) 
It IS evidemU projKr to select the p tmui for agitating this import 
ant fjiiestum with refetmec to considvrauons of camvcnicncc 

5 llicsc obKrvatioiis are Mated for the c\prcss purpose of 
l>cmE coinmvnuc^icd lo tin Rajah and bis numsicrs flis Lord 
sIiijmh Council rendil) audion/cs joii in making this commumca 
tion to iIk court to assure the Uajafi and his miniMcrs that the 
resolution of Gov'cmmcnt to sii»jk.iu1 the m.gonanon n cniirclv 
uninfluenced b\ anj feelings of resentment for the manner m which 
the Governor-Generals propiniiion was onginally rcccivctl It i 
satisfactory to Government to learn that the Rajah has ultimaiclv 
done justice to the motives which dictated it and has formed a 
correct jud^ent of the ohjects to which it was dircacd but having 
neglects tlint opportimitv of scairmg the advantages of a closer 
connection with the Bntish power he cannot justU complain if 
when the cxigcnaci of hi* own affairs have rendered him the pro- 
poser of the albancc, this Government refers n consideration of 
the subject to a more convenient season nor will he hereafter have 
any more reasonable cause of complaint if even m the event of 
his being disposed to negotiate in the pure spirit of defensive policy 

to accede to all tliosc stipulations which a subsidiary and 
defensive Treaty would require this Government should ultimately 
find it exp^ent to decline the very arrangement which it formerly 
ottered to lus acreptance and it may be proper that these observa 
tions also should be stated m terms of delicacy to the Rajah, m 
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01 del that Govemment may not appear to be committed to the 
conclusion of the projected alhance when the arcumstances which 
at present require a suspension of the negotiation, shall cease to 
exist 

6 The lesolution thus adopted precludes the necessity of ea- 
termg at present into a discussion of the question relative to Bhopal 
and Garna Kota, but with leference to the eventual resumption 
of the negotiation foi a subsidiary alliance, I am directed to 
desire that you ^\all turn your attention to the intermediate acqui- 
sition of information legaiding the validity of the right of 
sovereignty over those teiritones which are claimed by the Rajah 


Letter No 27. — Edmonstone reports that the Governor-General 
was leaving the Presidency and that dming his absence the 
C.-in-C will be m charge 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, FORT WILLIAM 

To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort Wilham, the 5th Maich 1811 

1 am directed to transmit to you tlie enclosed letters from the 
Right Hon’ble tlie Governor-General to His Highness- the Maharaja 
Raghojee Bhonsla, Shndhar Pandit and Jeswant Rgo Ramchandra 
announcing His Lordship’s intended departure from this Presidency 
on the 9th instant and stating that the local administration will 
devolve on His Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief dunng His 
Lordship’s absence 

2 Copies of His Lordship’s letteis, m the Enghsh and Persian 
languages, accompany for your information 


To— HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA RAGHOJEE 
BHONSLA 


Written 5th March 1811, 

As the mterests of the British Govemment demand my pre- 
sence m a distant quartei, and as the state of afPairs on this side 
of Incha is such as to admit of my absence, I have determmed to 
embark from Fort Wilham on the 9th instant, and shall proceed 
m the first instance to Fort St George and from thence to the 
place of my destination 

The distance of tlie quarter to which I am about to proceed 
nail prevent me from holdmg any commumcation with your High- 
ness by letter after my departure, but I trust that the suspension 
of our correspondence nail be of short duration, as my absence 
from Bengal nail probably not be protracted beyond the period of 
a few months 


7 
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^A^1UR BrslDINO UlCOltDS 


In iho mcnniiinc the ( mi.nimcni uf lUi 1 ic'wlcnc) will 
iIc\olic iMi II.'- I vrcllciic\ 1 iciilcmnt-Ccnrnl HcwcU llic Com 
nnn.lcr n. I li.cf nf KinR. •.n.l ' force m fn.ln W j 

"hon, I ru.uet rlnt v.mr Ili(,l.tu . ..ill Ik pleuil .0 rorrmpom 
on all IKHIII. coimcrtcil ...it. ilic inlcreii ol tlir 1110 »nto until 
ms rciiirn nnil ..Ims loiiiimiiuciiKiM' I fiinlur rcrjiiol your 
Ilighne. Ill rcicuc T. of il.c sonic force nuH .nliilils J. my o.rn 
1 trusi lint iRlic.mg me cic. 


Letter No 18 - Edmonstonc reporu tfint Ilnjah Jhujliar Singh of 
Raigerh had gifct. shelter to two Znmmdarj fogfU.-cs from 
the tcmlory of Sambalpur under the rule of Nana Saheb 
He « to be asked to withdraw his protection from them 
failing which he will forfeit the protection of the Bntlsh 
Go\Tmmcnt 

II HiMONSTOM^ Uni-I btCrinAK\ TO 
( 0\1 UNMINT I OKI \\niI\M 

To-H JINKINS ATNAtUUK 


hon \Nillnm the M;th April iMi 

1 am UirKtctl co acknowlulj^c (he rccapl of \our di^paich 
under dme (he ultimo cont'unmj^ a rcjK»r( cf the conduct of 
Rajah Joujar Singh <if Raigarh m ilTordmp nroicaum to two 
Zammdar^ fugitucs from the terntor) of Samlwlporc 


Ilm t'icclkncN the Virt IVc^idcni in-Oiirnnl dcndcdlj 
of opinion that uluit4.\«.r iiw Ik tht incnin or dement* of the 
Zamindars in question Rajali Joiijir Sinch i* precluded the olih 
gallon of lim Lngagcnicnii from ifTordmc ilicm protection since 
he IS not permitted to lake admniagt of his dcpcndancc upon the 
Bmuh Govcminciit to olmmci the ew-rasc of the aurhontj of the 
Mahratias in the ncighboiinnc temtor) subject to their donu 
nion At the same lime llis Lxwllcncy lu-Council does not con 
Elder him to be required to scuc and surrender the persons of the 
Zaramdan but merely to compel them to quit the district of Rai 
garh* 'iou mil therefore be pleased to signify to lura b\ letter m 
reply to that which he has addressed to you the positive especta 
non of the Bntish Gmemment tlut he will withdraw his protccnon 
from the Zammdars intimating to him that by refusme or ci-ad 
mp a compliance mth this requisition he w^ll incur thcTazard of 
forfeiting Hu. connection mth the Bntish Government and you will 
him on ije same ground to abstain from all interference 
diiM or indiiw m the concerns of the Marhntta Govemmeot 
umtmnng to htm that by any further 'well-suhstantiatcd aa of 
^tracuou he wra inoit tifp^lty of a v.olauon oriTe^^^ 
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Letter No. 29. — ^It reports the death of Nana Sahib, Raghoji 
Bhonsla’s brother at Benares, where he had gone on a 
pilgrimage, in the morning of 26th Jiily 1811. 

From— W A BROOKE, AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL, BENARES 

To— N B EDMONSTONE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV- 
ERNMENT, FORT WILLIAM 

Benaies the 26th July 1811 

1 have tlie honour to repoit to you foi the information of His 
Excellency the Vice-Presidcnt-in-Council that His Highness Nana 
Sahib died early this morning aftci a painful and lingering illness 

2 I shall not fail to proceed to the Nana s house to condole 
with the family on the occasion the moment I ascertain that they 
are at leisure to receive me and I shall continue the same attentions 
to them which haic hitherto been manifested to the deceased 

^ Minute Guns, coriespondmg m number with the age of 
the deceased, foity-six, hate been fired as a mark of respect to the 
deceased and his family, and I have apprized the Resident at 
Nagpur of the event by express 


Letter No 30 — ^It reports the appointment of Balwant Rao Anant 
as the Bhonsla’s Vakeel at Calcutta and the Governor 
General’s approval of it 

From— J MONCKTON, PERSIAN SECRETARY TO GOV- 
ERNIVIENT, FORT WILLIAM 

To— R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort William, the 30th August 1811 

1 am directed to transmit to you for your information, the en- 
closed copies m the English and Persian languages, of letters which 
His Excellency the Vice-President-m-Council has addressed to the 
Rajah of Nagpur and His Highness’s pimcipal Ministers, m reply 
to letters to the Governor-General’s addiess which were deliveied 
by His Highness’s Vakeel Balwant Rao Anant on his arrival at 
the Presidency 

2 The origmals of the Vice-President’s replies have beei> deli- 
vered to the Vakeel 


To— HIS HIGHNESS THE RAJAH OF NAGPUR 

Written 30th August i8ir 

I have had the honour to receive your Highness's -letter to the 
Right Hon’hle the Governor-General’s address by the hands of 
Balwant Rao Anant (Recapitulate that received 14th May 1811) 
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WGIUR KESIDENCV RFCOHDS 


ITjc jcntimcnts of friendship nnd aiiaclinicnt which it conveys 
arc highly gratifying to me nnd arc a proof of jcnir Highnws 
disposition to improve the amicable connection so liappily establish 
cd Wvvecn the two states 

1 enurely approve \our Ilichnciss selection of Balvrani Rao 
Anant to remain mth Nic Britt^h rovemment m the simatjon of 
Vakeel on your part and \o«r Highness may bc^ assured that the 
respect and esteem of this Covemment for you mil ahvap scaire 
him every proper mark of regard and attention I am satisfictl 
that bj hu faithful conduct he will mnnmic to deserve the favour 
and confidence of l>oih snie* 


Letter No 31- — This is a covenng note to the Govcraor-Genfral s 
letter to Raghojee Bhonsla in which the former narrates the 
details of the military operations against the French in Java 
which terminated in the conquest of that island with all its 
dependencies and in the complete robvmlon of the French 
power m the Eastern "Archipelago 

From— J MONCKTON PFRSIAN SECRFTAR'i TO GOV 
ERNhfENT FORT WTLLIAM 

To-R. JENKINS RESIDENT \T NAGPUR 

Fort William the “ rd November ifiii 

X am directed to transmit 10 you the enclosed letters from the 
Right Honlile the Govcmor-GcDcral to His Highness Rajah 
Raghojee Bhonsla and His Highness* Minister* Shndhar Pandit 
and Jeswant Rao Ramchandra annminang Ilis lordships return to 
the Presidency on the 16th instant and the conquest of Java and 
us dqiendancics by the Rntish forces imdcr the command of His 
Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auchmucy 

Copies of His Ixirdship* letters, m the Fnglish and Persian 
language* accompany for your loformation 


To— ms HIGHNESS RAJAH RAGHOJEE BHONSLA 

Written 23rd November iSti 
Yemr Haghnew was appnzcd by my letter of the 5th of Mardi 
last that I was about to proceed by the way of Madras to a distant 
quarter where the mtcrests of the Bntish Government demanded 
my presence. 


«> your Highncsj that hatine 

^ Portend 

on the a4th of the lame month to the Eanward accotn^ied by 
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nn Army unf^cr \hc personal <oinin.incl of Lieutenant-General Sir 
Samuel Auchnnity. C ommanclcr-m Chief of tlie King’s and Com- 
|xinvV forces on tiic Co.ist of Coromandel, for the purpose of taking 
possession of the large and \aliiahlc French island of Java The 
Arm) nrn\cd off that island on the isi of August and on landing 
rommcnccd its operations h\ marching dirett to BataMa the capital 
'shich sorrcndtrtd nithout opposinon 1 lie Arniv then .id\anccd 

f ^ » 1 

After making the ncrcssar) arrangements foi the future ad- 
ministration of Ja\a I left the island on the eoth ultimo, and return- 
ed safely to Fort William on the iSth instant, after a short passage 
of days 


Letter No 32 — Col, Conran writes that the movement of a detach- 
ment for the protection of Nagpur, which he had order had 
been approved He further reports that since Jenkins had 
informed him that the news of Kanm Khan’s crossmg the 
Nerbudda was incorrect, he docs not think it advisable to 
march until he hears further from Jenkins 

Fiiom -COLONEL CONRAN COMMANDING THE 
HVDERAB.XD SUBSIDIARY FORCE jALNA 

To-HENRY RUSSELL. RI-SIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

jalna the .{th December iSii 

I ha^c the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the '^oih ultimo and am txtrcmclv h.tppy to find that the 
measure I took ujinn mvself in dcspaichmg force for the protec- 
tion of the British Resident at Nagpur h.is been approwd of, the 
amount of which I considered as absolutely necessary to ensure 
safety, and as there is a latitude allow'cd on this point in your last 
letter I ha\c made no alteration m it but ordered Major Ciistancc 
10 pursue his route with all prudent expedition My onginal 
instructions to that officer and a return of his detachment are 
enclosed 

The forcc-under my command is ready to move on the shortest 
notice hut as your instnictions of the •^oth ultimo appear to have 
been WTittcn under the impression of Karim Khan having crossed 
the Nerbudda which intelligence Mr Jenkins now^ informs me was 
incorrect, I think it advisable not to march until (we hear) further 
from that gentleman 

It is my intention to leave one hundred men of each Battahon 
of Infantry with a full proportion of European and Native Officers 
for the protection of the cantonment 

The light Field Artillery intends to accompany the force when 
it moves which consist of Tivo i -’-Pounders, Six 6-Pounders and 
Two 5^ Howntzers exclusne of the Regimental guns 

of the Cavalry 



52 


\AfUm RESIDE.\CY RFCORDS 


llic icntimcnt* of fncndship and attadimcnt which it coii\c)-* 
arc highly gratifjing to me and arc a proof of )our Highnws 
diBposiiion to improve the amicable connection so liappuy establish 
cd wtucen the two states 

1 cnllrcly approve wur Highness « selection of Balwam Rao 
Anant to remain mih me British Government in the situation of 
Valcccl on your part and your Highness may bc''a53urcd that the 
respect and esteem of this Covemment for you will always secure 
him every proper mark of regard and attention I am satisfieil 
that by his faithful conduct ht will continue to deserve the favour 
and confidence of lioth states 


Letter No 31. — ^Thii Is a covering note to the Govcmor-Gcnrral i 
letter to Rflghojcc Bhonila m which the former narrates the 
dctolli of the mflitary opcntioni agninrt the French in Java 
which terminated in the conquest of that island with all its 
dependenda and in the complete subvenion of the French 
power in the Eastern Aithipclago 

From-J MONCKTON PERSIAN SECRFTAR'^ TO GOV 
ERNMiTJT FORT WILLIAM 

To-R JENKINS RESIDENT \T NAGPUR. 

Fort \\lUiam the .^d November iflii 

I am direacd to transmit to you the enclosed letters from the 
Right HoD*blc tiic Governor-General to Hu Highness Rajah 
Raghojee Bhonsla and Hts Highness • hrimsien Shndhar Pandit 
and Jeswant Rao Ramcliandra announnng His Ixirdships return to 
the Presidency on the i6th instmt and the conquest of Java and 
its dcpendanacs by the British foitxa; under the command of Hts 
ExccBcncy Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty 

Copies of His lordships letters m the Fnghsh and Persian 
languages accompany for your informatiorL 


To— HTS HIGHNESS RAJAH RAGHOJEE BHONSLA 

Wntten 33rd November 1811 
Your Highnew was appnzcd by my letter of the 5th of March 
last that I ^ a^ut to proceed by the way of Madras to a distant 
quarter where the mtcrats of the Bntuh Government demanded 


to inform your Highness that having 
on the x,th of the «m<t mmith to the E«t™rf netomptned Toy 
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nil Arinv uiuVr vho pcr'-onal (omninncl of Incutcnant-Gcncia] Sir 
Samuel Auchmuiy. C omniamlcr-in Cliicf of the King’s and Com- 
pany’'; force'; on the Coa'^t of Coromandel, for the jnnposc of t.iking 
poc‘;e5‘;ion of ihe Hrgt and \alnahle French i‘;l.ind of Java The 
Army ain\cd ofl that ivland on the J‘^l f)f .ViigU''t and on landing 
commenrtd it'> opeiatuni^ hv marching direct to Bataii.i the capital 
•ehich ‘;urrenderid uithour <»j)j'ocition 1 he Ainn then aehanced 

a ^ ? 

Aftci making the ne<c‘:'.ai\ arrangcmcnie for the future ad- 
ministration of Ja\a I left the island on the mth ultimo, and return- 
ed safely to I'ort \\ ilhnm on the i8th instant after a short passage 
of -aS da\s 


[Letter No 32 — Col Conran writes that the movement of a detach- 
ment for the protection of Nagpur, which he had order had 
been approved He further reports that since Jenkins had 
informed him that the news of Karim Khan’s crossing the 
Nerbudda was incorrect, he docs not think it advisable to 
march until he hears further from Jenkins 

rKOM-COLONFL CONK \N COMMANDING THh 
HYDFRABAD SUBSIDIARY FORCF lALNA 

To-HENRY RUSSEI L RFSIDENl' A'l HYDERABAD 

Jalnn the ^ih Dcccinbci 1811 

I h.iie the honour lo acknov ledge the receipt of your letter 
of ilic ^oth uiumo ,md am cvtrcmclv happy to find tliat the 
measure I took u[)on mvsclf in dcsjiaiching force for the protec- 
tion of the Bntisli Resident <u Nagpur has liccn ajijiroved of, the 
amount of winch I considered as absolutely ncccssar)’’ to ensure 
safety, and as there is n latitude allowed on this point in your last 
letter I liaxc made no alteration m it but oidcrcd Major Custance 
TO jiursuc his route with all prudent expedition My ongmal 
instructions to that officer and a return of liis detachment are 
enclosed 

The forccninder my command is leady to move on the shortest 
notice but as your instructions of the 30th ultimo appear to have 
been written under the impression of Kanm Khan having crossed 
the Nerbudda w'hich intelligence Mr Jenkins now informs me was 
incorrect, I think it advisable not to march until (w'e hear) further 
from that gentleman 

Tt is my intention to leave one hundred men of each Bat 1 ' 
of Infantry with a full proportion of European and Native C^’" 
for the protection of the cantonment '' 

The light Field Artillery intends to accompany the f. 
it moves which consist of Two iv-Pounders, Six 6-P 1 
Two 5 j 4 Howitzers exclusue of the Regi 

of the Cavalry 
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NACrUH RKSIDESCl RECORDS 


Copies of all leticn I may ha\e occa'ion to ante to you con 
remmg the Pindaric? sliall be sent to the Rwident at Poona and 
Nagpur 


Presmi UiUe of 
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N fl— \BiipaJ ofth-pounJc-^complrtrlj m«neJ ond cqumped attached to 
the abore f rrre 


G CUSTANCE, Major 

t»t Batrahon *oth Rcgimcm 


Letter No ^3-— Major Ciutance is reamred lo lca\e two companies 
for toe safety of Nn^ur Rfsiacncy and an order from 
Colonel Conran descriptive of toe personnel and etjnipments 
of the companies u enclosed 

From— NL\JOR G CUSTANCE. isi UN .oth RVGf 
To— R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp n Napjnir toe .7Th December 1811 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of msTructions ton (lay 
received from Colonel Conran 

Ijcutcuant Baker mil be left in command of the tuo com 
panics 


To— MAJOR CUSTANCE COMMANDING A DETACH 
MENT AT NAGPUR, 

Sir, 


Ycru axe hereby directed to leave two companies of the Corw 
under yoi^ at Nagpur to be placed under the orders 

the Bntish Resident there With the remainder of your Coma, 
you mil move as soon as conrement for the purpose of jornmo toe 
force under my command by the enclosed route ^ 
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The iwo c()m]).uiic^ to he left aic to l)c coinpleiccl each lo the 
following sticngth — 

One Knropean Oliicer. 

One Subedar 
One Jemadar. 

Fnt Ha\ildars 
Fnc Naiks 
One Drummer 
One Pipei 
laghtv Prnaics 
Oik PuehalK 

\ou will ^eka one Fnropean Ollicei to comm.ind the whole 
of tile Madras Dctadiment kit at Kagjim. Artillery included, and 
one jemadar to act as Name Adjutant 

An oflircr of expeneiue. zeal and aiitntion is to be chosen 
for this command 

Phe following instructions with regard to the Musket and 
Ammunition foi the detachment left at Nagpiu aie to be strictly 
attended to 

In each Man’s Pouch, Twenty si\ lounds, and one spare flint 

To be left m store, one Inindrcd and fifty rounds per man, 
and fout flints pei man I request you will call the Officer’s 
attention to be left m command to this important charge, not only 
m regard to the distribution and use of the ammunition 
but also as to the place oi places the ammunition is to be kept in 
The Serjeant of Ariillary left with the gun is the proper person 
to ha\e the immediate care and stowang of it and I recommend 
that the whole should not be kept m one place but so divided 
that an accident happening to one part w'ould not communicate 
with the othei 

As It IS necessary dial the l^etachmcni left at Nagpur should 
be as cfiicient as possible I desiic that not a single stand of arms, 
the least imperfect should be left ivith it 

You w'lll be pleased to make known to the Resident the con 
tents of this letter 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Camp near Kolhaporc Youi most obedient humble servant, 
December 24th 1 8 1 1 HENERY CONRAN, 

Colonel 
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Letter No. i — ^Jenkins reports the substance of his conference with 
Jeswant Rao Ramchandra about the comphcity of Jhujhar 
Singh, Rajah of Raigarh, in instigating hostihty of the Ram 
of Sambalpur against Nana Sahib's attempts to take posses- 
sion of those tracts. 

, From— R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— THE RT HON RLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL FORT WILLIAM 

Nagpur, the 30th Octobei iSoy 

The clay before ycsteiday I received a visit fiom Jeswant Rao 
Ramclianclra, and I now have the honour to submit to your Lord- 
ship the substance of oui conference on that occasion 

2 After some geneial conversation Jeswant Rao pioceeded 
to inform me that the Rajah had sent him to me at the request of 
Nana Sahib The subject of his communication he said related 
to the late conduct of Joujai Singh of Raigarh whose influence 
had entirely prevented the success of Nana Sahib’s negotiations 
for the peaceable occupation of Sambalpoie He begged to call to 
my recollection a communication to the same effect which had 
been made to Mr Elphmstone a few months hefoie that gentle- 
man’s departure and as Nana Sahib intended shoitly to send 1 loops 
to that quaiter he tcashed first to be informed of the determination 
of Government lespectmg Joujar Smgh’s conduct since, according 
to the treaty by which the provmces of Sambalpore and Patna 
were restoied to the Rajah, it was agieed that if Joujar Singh should 
by mtiigues or othermse instigate the Zamindai-s to opposition, the 
British Government would no longei consider that Chief to be 
entitled to its piotection, and that the Rajah might m such case 
adopt ivhatevei measures he thought proper towards Joujar Singh 
Jeswant Rao concluded by saying that Nana Sahib had thought 
it incumbent upon him to consult me on the occasion, and that 
he was alvajs anxious to meat the friendship and confidence of 
your Lordship 
8 
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In reply I loUl Jrewim Kao tliat 1 Ind a [ii-rfcct recollcflion 
of the snbstancc of the communicmion whic!) had lievn made to 
Mr Elphiimonc, and which that gentleman had dcjcnlicd m hit 
coneenitidcncc ii.th Goicmmcnt ITiis commiinication hoiecicr 
mth rebtion to Juiijnr Singh stated only as far as I could recollect 
m general terms that the Zammdars had formed a confcderaci, 
of which Joujar Singh of Raigarh was the real h«d but that J 
did not reincmlicr any partiailar arciimstances trliirh were alleged 
to substantiate this cltarge and consequently 1 did not tec nath 
what reganl to justice so taguc an accusation could be deemed 
conciiisnc ng^in^i Joujar Sui^h or that Co'cmmcnt had been 
called upon to pass an) dcoMon uhcrc no proofs were brouclu 
fonvard to constitute grounds cicn for an cnquir) Jesnant Kuo 
said that every account from Sambalporc mentioned Joupr Singh 
as rhe support of the opposition nhich tiic /Cnmindars lia<! midc 
to tlic establishment of Nana Sahibs authoni\ m that riuaiiLr 
that the person who ivas sent b\ Keshao Go\in<l to Samlialpore 
where he remained for a consincrablc time was now here and 
might he called to testify the intakes earned on b) joujar Singh 
to mar the negotiation and that \nihout Joujar Suighs assistance 
either open or coicrt none of the other ^tmndan would hare 
venturi to resist That under these nrcumsnnccs the Rajah had 
expected that Joujar Singh would no longer be allowed to profit 
b? our proreaion 


4, I said I had no doubt that your Lordship would be \cry 
willing to decide equitably upon anv endence which might be 
produced of Joujar Singhs miscoodua and that liu guilts were 
established he would certainly forfai the advantage of our support, 
but that the fimh of Government was pledged to protect hi^m as 
long as bis condua entitled him to protection and that an engage 
mcnt so sacred could not be set aside upon slight or msunkicnt 
^undi It was stated on the treaty of cession that if Jqujar Singh 
should exate the Zaramdar* to resistance by hu mtnj^cs or by 
otherwise espousing their cause against the Rajalis Govemraent 
the Raja should communicate the arcumstances m the first instance 
10 the Covemor General that it would remain for Government to 
examine and finally deade upon the orcumstanccs so adduced 
1 said I should wish to be able to submit to your 1 -ordsbip a or 
cmnstantia] statement of the facts alleged by Nana Sahib i officers 
agamst Joujar Smgh but that none such had yet been stated 


c, L, the perwn who had been sent to 

Sambalpore by Keshao Govmd could be called upon for this our 
anci that what had been mentioned to Mr Hphinstone ns 
communication was brought forward m con 
W ™ Ptohable thacThe 

ISS S t 't'Ju'd have to oppore 

and m that case wiiat ms, to be done. I repbed that t!^ cSSd 
distmction made cm nsch a case but ™at m no event s^d 
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the tcintones of Joujai Singh he molested until he should be 
declared by youi Lordship to be out of our piotection Jesvvant 
Rao again icpcated wliat had liccn mentioned lespectmg die intii- 
gues ot Joujai Singh and he said it was evident that Joujar Singh 
'\ould interfere with no otlier object than that of exciting the 
^amindais to rebellion That such was his object was rendered 
more certain by his supplying the Ram of Sambalpore mth a 
quota of troops for the deicnce of the foit 

6 ^\'hat Jeswant Rao had then stated, I said, was a matter 
of fact which ivas more c.ipable of proof than the lague accusation 
of mtiigucs ascribed to Joujai Singh, and I asked whethei any 
evidence could be biought forward to authenticate it Jeswant Rao 
agam referred to the account of the person wdio was sent to Sam- 
balpore by Keshao Goimd, and he cnqmicd the Karkoon who was 
sent by hlr Elphmstonc with die tioops detaclied to occupy Sam- 
balpore I replied in the negative and that as die Karkoon did 
not go to Sambalpoic, he had no means of ascci taming diat fact, 
m short that his kiiow'lcdge w'as confined to the reports w'hich he 
heard m die Camp icspecting Joujai Singh 

7 Jests ant Rao then asked what he should repoit as my 
answer to the communication he had been directed to make on die 
subject I recapitulated die substance of my different replies above 
described anil said that I should defer addressing your Lordship 
until I should be able to state more circumstanualiy the charges 
alleged against Joujar Singh and that I need hardly repeat the 
obligation w'hich the British Govcniment lay under, of protecting 
that Zammdar’s teriitoiics, until his misconduct should lie proved 
to your Lordship s sausfaction At the same time I lequested 
Jeswant Rao would express to the Rajah and Nana Sahib my con- 
viction that your Lordship would adheie to the terms of the en- 
gagement contracted through Mi Elphmstone mth the most scru- 
pulous regal d to good faith and to the interests of His Highness’s 
Government 

8 Some conversation on other topics then ensued which I 
shall do myself the honour of statmg m a subsequent part of this 
dispatch I now^ pioceed to describe anothei conference on the 
subject of Joujai Singh which I had yesterday with Jeswant Rao, 
who came to the Residency accompamed by Kesheo 'Govmd and 
Jonojee Bunsor the person sent by Nana Sahib’s manager to Sam- 
balpore as mentioned by Jesw^ant Rao at the former mterview 

9 Jesw’ant Rao commenced the conversation by informing me 
that he had stated to the Rajah and Nana Sahib all the particulars 
of my discourse of the former day, and that both His Highness 
and his bi other were fully sensible of the just and honourable 
motives which even actuated the Biitish Government That m 
order to enable me to submit to your Lordship a circumstantial 
relation of Joujar Singh’s misconduct, Nana Sahib had ordeied his 
manager Keshao Govmd who superintended the negotiations with 
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the Rnnce of Sambalporc and Jnnojcc Hunger who actuallj resided 
for a confiderablc time at Sambalporc to wait upon me on his 
part and Jcsmuit Rao referred me to Kcsliao Govind for the parti 
culirs which I tvas dcsiroiu to ascemin 

10 Kcjhao Govind then at Jeswam Raos desire proceeded to 
state tliat he had proceeded with a force for the purpose of taking 
possession of SaraMporc and that all the Zamindar* voth whom 
he hid communicated expressed thtmsclics entire!) willing to sul) 
rail Init tliat i confedcrac) had l>ccn formed under Joujar Singhs 
intlucnce to oppwe the entrance of the troops and he had not 
rhtiught projxrr at that time to persist In using force where he hoped 
he should be able to succeed b% negotiation This was accordingly 
attempted and the Ranee submittctlto rccenc a small part of about 
i\\eni)-fi\c men with whom Janojcc Ihmsor wns stationed into her 
country although she would not reccue them into the fort In 
the mtenm Kcanao Govind had returned to Ratanpur and the 
troops rcmamctl encamped at Scwrcc Narain on inc Mahanadi 
under SaUianm GopaL The negottatinn was continued for three 
months during whicli Janojcc mmsor remained at Samlialporc, 
The Ranee* demand wii* to be left m the management of Athara 
garh of which she would engage to collect and pa) the annual 
tribute to an officer appointed to remain at Sambalporc hut the 
release of her husband and son formed the only terms upon which 
she would coiucni to gisx up the fort- Kesbao bovind \n$ proceed* 
mg with a further descnption of the negoDaoons when I intcmipt 
ed him bv remarking that there was no necessrry to mention any 
thing with which Joujar Smgh \xns not cotmeaco, and that I could 
hai'c no opinion to pve relative to the negotiations with the Zarain 
dara or suojects of Uu* GovemmenL 

1 1 Keshao GoMnd referred to Janojcc Bansor to mention the 
Circumstances of Joujar Smgh s conduct which came to his knowl 
edge dunng his stcy at Sambalporc. TWs person stated that a 
conhdcntuu agent of Joujar Smgh had been always stationed with 
the Ranee who adapted no rcsoluuoa without his concurrence and 
that the adnee which he gave to the Ranee ivas known to have 
caused her oppositiau to me admission of Nana Sahibs troops 
into the fort that although thu agent professed hii master to w 
entirely unconnected with the Zamindan it was known that Joujar 
Smgh would send troops to the Ranee s assistance, if the were 
attacked, and when the other Zammdars assembled their troops 
he had coDected his to co-operate with them I asked whether the 
Agent who was described to be in the fort had any force with him, 
Tanojec Bansor said that although Joujar Singh continued withm 
ms own temtory the object of hi* preparation to assist the 
Ranee who certainly depended upon ha aid but that there were 
only aght or ten men at that time with the Agent in the fort of 
Sambalporc, and m case more were required they would have been 
secretly sent hy Joujar Smgh. I aakea several other questions but 
without being able to ascertam either from Keshao Govind or 
lanojee Bansor that dicrc was any more direa chanre aeainst 
Joujar Smgh. ca o 
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12 The substance of the whole of then allegations I under- 
stood to be dial Joujar Singh’s iniiigucs and promises of aid 
although they might not admit of diicct evidence had m fact m- 
duccd tTic opposition which had been made by the Zarmndais 
The existence ol these mtiigucs they wished to prove by the pre- 
sence of a confidential agent of Joujai Singh, whose name they 
could not mention, at Sambalporc by his influence wadi the Ranee, 
Dv die prepaialions stated to htive been made by Joujar Singh 
a’ldim his teriitory m conceit with the othei Zammdars, by the 
gencial character of Joujar Singh who is represented to be ambi- 
tious and cntcrpnsmg and to possess gieat mflucnce with the 
Zammdars and lastly by the ill success of the negotiation, which 
they allege would ha\c succeeded had Joujar Singh’s Agent em- 
ployed his masters mtci position to any other puipose than that 
cf exciting ojiposition or had Joujai Singh, as was his duty, avoided 
all interfeience m the business 

ic JesWiUit Liao then icquested that I would submit the 
paiticulars which had hcen described to me for your Lordships 
decision, but Keshao CoMud said that Nana Sahib considered me 
to be youi Lordship s representative, and expected tliat Joujar 
Singh would not lie piolected With regard to what had been 
stated by Keshao Govmd and janojee Bunsor, I said I did not 
conceive that I wa** called upon to give my ojmnon either generally 
or particularly, as it was to be referred to your Lordship’s decision 
To the latter remaik of Keshao, howcvei, I opposed the terms of 
the treaty of cession a copy of wdneh I produced, and read the 
aiticle respecting Joujai Singh I said it could never be expected 
that your Lordship would put Joujar Smgh out of tlic company’s 
protection until the result of an investigation should piove that he 
had been giiiltv of those sjjccific acts by which he is declared to 
forfeit his light to that piotection, that eveiy Government must 
he the sole judge of its ow'ii obligations, and that on this prmaple 
the Bntish Goveinmeiit had reserved the right of deciding upon 
the facts w'hich imght be brought forward to mvolve the dissolu- 
tion of Its engagement ivith Joujar Singh, that I should accordingly 
submit eveiythmg wLich I had heard to your Lordship 

14 I then enquired whether it w'as intended to send troops 
to Sambalpore immediately, m which case I deemed it proper to 
repeat the propriety of abstammg from any attempt agamst 
Joujar Singh’s temtoiy Jeswant Rao assented to this caution and 
Keshao Goiand said that Nana Sahib would do nothing contiary 
10 my advice in the business With respect to my enquiry Keshao 
Govmd said tliat some delay would take place m sendmg a force 
10 Sambalpore, and that an answer from Calcutta would probably 
amve m the meantime 

15 Nothing further passed at this conference As it was 
Keshao Govmd’s first visit, I presented him and the person who 
accompanied him with the dresses usual on the occasion. 
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i6 1 Qcl<wctl m this (il^patch I hare the honour to iransniii 
rhe translation of a rcjwiri which 1 ortlcicd Kundoo I’ant the 
Karl^wnt who was Ftni h) Mr 1 Ipldnslonc to accon^pany the 
troops to hamlialporc to draw tip ol hm proceedings I u-as \cry 
paniaihr in my cntpiinc? to n’lccmm the extent of the alleged 
misconduct of Jouiar htneh hut the Knrktxnii nifonuation on tills 
subject jour Lonfship mil olr«cnc to l)c very confined I ha\c 
before alludcil to a rcjwwt of Nana Sahtha intention to release tlic 
impn<oncd Rajas i\h(r<. nmlintmcnf injicara by all ^ctounl5 to 
be the pnnapal obnnclc to the success of Nona Sahibs negotiations 
with the Ranee of S^lubal^K)rc T lta\t no mtclliLcncc tliat ihrowr* 
anj further light upon iht acaisations against ^njar Singh It 
IS said that Keshao ( oMnd will proceed against the liustar Raja 
preiicnisly to any attmipi upon SimKalporc and the delay n^cn 
iionetl b'^ Keshan ( (i\md n.tuUrs this account probable 

1^ Ju order to pr^-vrn a connccictl detail of cvcrytlung 
which passed rclatiic to the /amindar of Raigarh 1 referred the 
relation of the remaining heads <if my first conlcrcncc with Jeswant 
Rao to a subvr<[ucnt part of nn disjarch 1 now beg leave to 
describe them for jour liOnWnps nonet. 

lb When the conversation respecting Joujar Singh vni con 
eluded Jeswant Rio proceeded to inlorm me tmn n person named 
Oomajet Puthcl had i <Li\ or two before Qrrtvcd at Nagpur m the 
•Bpaatj of a Vakctl from Jeswont Rao Ilolkar that the object 
of his imssion was not jet known as he bad not been admitted to 
an. audience m con«e<piencc of the intervention of the Dcwali 
festival but that u was supposed be had particular business to com 
mumcatc to the Rajah anti that he had made a point of giv mg me 
the earliest intelligence of the Vakeels amval i told Jeswnnt Rau 
that I wa^ obbgctf to him for the mformatum and I asked whcthei' 
any change had taken place in Ilolkar s situation Jcswani Rao 
replied that Holkar was still encamped at Rampoomh Bhampoorah 
but that he had ordered all his chieb who were cantoned m differ 
ent places in the vKiniij to attend him and that it was supposed 
the consultations would terminate m vimc cxpcditioru I saia it 
WTis nor to be supposed that Holkar would remain fixetl at Ram 
poorah and that I conduaed he might visit Muheshwar according 
to the plan which whs formerly mentioned. Jeswant Rao said that 
It was probable he would come to Maheshwar in the first mitancc 
he believed also that Holkar was very pressing with Sindhia to 
join him at the meeting in order to detenmne upon their mutual 
plans of operation I said it was not probable that Smdhia would 
forget the result of the last interview whatever might be Holkar s 
desire. 


19 Jeswant Rao then mentioned that he heard a report which 
he did not know how to credit that a correspondence has been 
discovered between Jeswant Rao Holkar and (in figures) m which 
for not performing hu engagemeutt 
and Holkar defended hii musion by pfeiding hli want of finda to 
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suppoit his troops The engagements, Jeswant Rao said, were not 
mentioned expressly m the repoit, but he had heard they v^ere 
diiec’i'ed to an attack upon the company He said that he men- 
tioned the intelligence merely in the way of friendship as hejiad 
heard it, and supposed it was one of those which 

are frequently circulated to piomote the ends of desigmng persons 
I replied that there was so much impiohability on the face of the 
report that I need not enlaige upon it to him who judged so well 
of the geneial origin of such accounts, and that I had heard 
nothing of the kmd 


20 I do not lecollect that anything furthei passed which I 
need mtiude upon your Loidship’s notice 


TianslaHon of a Marahatia report received by Mr Jenkins from 

the Karkoon Kiindoo Punt, who returned to Nagpui in the 

month of August 1807 

I set out m company with Janoo Raghonath from Nagpur (in 
September 1806) and arrived at Ratanpoie in twenty days Keshao 
Govmd (Nana Sahib’s manager) was employed m raismg troops- 
for which he detained us about 15 days He then desired us to go 
to succeed Gopal who was encamped with a foice on the Mahanadi 
at a village named Sewan Naiam, and told us tliat he would send 
the troops after us 1 remamed about two months and a half at 
Sewn when Keshao Govmd ordered Sakharam Gopal to return to 
Ratanpore about 300 Infantry and the same number of horse at 
length arnved from Ratanpore and we marched to Saiangarh 

In the mterim Keshao Govmd had sent Sakharam Vishwanath 
vith 25 men to be stationed as a Thana at Sambalpore These the 
Ranee leceived with proper attention and kept them three months, 
during which time nothing was heard of them m camp Keshao 
Govmd then sent a pair of Hircairahs to Sakliaram Wishwanath 
with a piesent of cloth for the Ranee, and the Hrrcaiiahs letumed 
m the course of a month with intelligence that all the Zammdais 
of Atharagarh weie united that they had stopped up the passes 
and Ghats, and were ready foi battle, and that the Ranee said she 
would give up the fort upon the terms only of her husband 
and son being released from confinement This account Keshao 
Govmd wiote to Sreemunt (Nana Sahib) 

After tins Pudmunath Bukshec Kayat and Chote Guru of 
Gangpui were sent from Sambalpore to negotiate They proposed 
that the tribute of Atharagarh should be fixed and that the money 
should be paid m any way ivhich rmght be thought proper That 
if they wished to have a Thana at Sambalpore, 50 01 100 men might 
he stationed without the fort, and that the Ranee would obe)’- aU 
oideis only let her have the internal management of the countr)^ 
Two months were wasted m this kmd of wrangling At length 
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Tatiaicc Bunsor Naik and Narhan of Sambalporc nmvcd from Nap 
pur mill nrcftcniR from Srcemani to the Ranee- It debated 
nhctltcr the Raigarh man should Iw tahen mth them to Sambal 
pore Narhin opposed going through Raignrh and said that he 
^uld engage to get the Thana delivered over to Boctrcca and 
aiiorlicr respcaabic person from Rai^rh utu at Sarangnrh dunng 
two months \Vhcn asked whether Jonnr '>mgh was engaged in 
treachcp. they said ihc) took no part but that uliocrcr obtained 
The mijsmd ii nould In mdifl'crvni to them Jonojee Bunsor 
-^luajcc Naik Gccdur and Narhan lecnt to Samlialporc and Pudh 
mannih Bukahcc neni to meihaie Two months elapsed dunng 
nhich we heard nothing more, I our men wlio accompanied them 
from Sanngarh rcinmeil These leponcd that the Ranee pro* 
no^l to give up the fort onl\ ujkui the release of her husLund 
and son that the amount of inbutc should be 

settled If the) meant to attack her slic said that she would oppose 
them ns. long ns hhc nas able and then fly to the bills and destroy 
the comun h ha<l better therefore not tend troops against her 

In the manner nl>o\c dcscnlicd nine months ebpsed Although 
Butrec of Rainrh dcclarctl solcmnlj that tlicy have no kind of 
connection mth either party u ms said crery where m the 
Bhonsb 8 Gimp that the Fuiigarh man was conneaed in the 
Dusmcjs, 


Letter No x- — Edmonstone Intimates that the Governor General 
approved of the replies giycn by Jenkins to the accnsationi 
against Jhujhar Singh The enclosure is a letter from Gov 
ernor General to the Rajab warning him against any compb- 
aty m the hostilities agamit Nana Sahib 


hROM— N B EOMONSTONE SLCRETAR'V TO GOVERN 
MENT 

To— RICHARD fEKKlNS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fon William the 23rd November 1807 

I am directed to ocknoHledgc the receipt of your dispatch 
No 4 dated the 30th ultimo reporting the subsumcc of your confer 
cn'^ with the Rajah • Minister Jeswant Rao Ramchandra on the 
Rubjea of the alleged conduct of Rajah Joujar Singh of Raigarh 
m cncouragmg the opposition of the Ranee of Samhalpur and 
others to resist the aumontv of the Mahrattas 

a The Right Honhlc the Governor-General m Gnmal en 
nrcly approves the tenor of your replies to the communications 
which you received upon that subjea and concurs in opmion with 
you diflt no fact has m any degro been esKiblishcd of a nature 
to support the justice of the accusation against Rajah Joujor Smgh 
\Vit|i a view however to manifest the solicitude of the Bntish Gov 
emment to promote the mtcreirt and wishes of the Raja of Berar 
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as well as to ^\ltlldra■^v Rajah Joujai Singli from proceedmgs which 
altliough by no means pioved appear to the Governor-General 
in Council to be far from improbable, the Right Hon’ble the Gover 
ernoi Geneial m Council has addicsscd a perwannah to Rajah 
Joujar Singh of which an Enghsh copy is enclosed. A persian copy 
of It will be transmitted to you from the Persian Department for 
die purj^sc of enabling you to communicate it to His Highness's 
ministers 

3 With respect to the repoits communicated to you by Jes- 
want Rao Ramchandra of a coircspondence having been discovered 
between Jeswant Rao Holkar and Amrut Rao, I am directed to in- 
form you that no such fact has come to die knowledge of this 
Government and that the report of the evistence of such a corres- 
pondence IS m the opinion of the Governor-General in Counal al- 
togedier unfounded 

4 The Governor-General m Council entiiely approves your 
reply to the Minister on that subject 


Letter No. 3 — ^The enclosure which is a copy of the letter of 
Mr Melvill, later Commissioner at Cuttack, to the Secretary 
to Government, Revenue Department, contams information 
about the claim of the Ram of Mayurbhanj to the remission 
of a part of the revenue she had to pay to Government for 
her Zammdary. That was based upon the abohtion of a 
pilgrim tax collected at Khoonta ghat withm her Zammdary 
by the orders of the British Government The loss of reve- 
nue she thus suffered entitled her to the claim 


From— N B EDMONSTONE, SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, FORT WILLIAM, 

To— RICHARD JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort William, the 25th January* 1808 

I am directed by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General m 
Council to transmit to you the enclosed copy of an extract from 
the proceedings of Government in the Revenue Department and to 
desire that you will ascertam and report the mformation required 
m It 


Extracts from the proceedings of Government in the 
Revenue Department 

To— GEORGE DOWDESWELL, ESQUIRE, SECRETARY 
TO GOVERNMENT, IN THE REVENUE DEPART- 
MENT, FORT WILLIAM 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 7th mstant, respecting certain claims preferred by the Rarm 
of Moharbhanj 
9 
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t The luhjcct of those claim* was repeatedly brought 
the Commusioncn and Colonel Harcourt having rottsidcrtM it 
expedient to refer the enquiry to the Collector oI the Northern 
division Captain Morgan wai accordingly instructed fully to mvcjti 
gale the subject and to submit & dctfldctl report for consideration 

3 A considerable penod elapsed before the report was prc 
pared* Sometime however previous to ray leaving Cuttack the 
report was transmitted to mc» with a request that I would deliver 
my scniimcno on the vulidiiy or otherwise of those claims and 
I unmcdiately gav'e an opinion decidedly favourable to the justness 
of the grounds of the demands. Colonel Harcourt I conceive did 
not agree m that opinion as no lubscquem measure rclainc ihcrt' 
to was adopted 

4* I have not a cop) of Captain Morgans report and could 
not at this distant penod positivcl) assert that m passing that 
dcaiion ray judgment maj not have been influenced ny additional 
cvidcnoc obtained from the Cuttadc records or resulting from dis- 
tinct enquiries but if I had not obsened it to be stated by the 
Board ot Revenue that on general consideration of the reports 
received by the late Commissioners there appears to the Board no 
reason for recommending any temporary abatement I certainly 
trusting to my recollection should mve said that the matter of 
the report ^ do not mean Captain Morgan s conclusions) would by 
fair induction lead to the mtcrcncc which I had drawn nz., that 
not only an abarement was necessary but that a fair claim or 
nght, to further remuneration was also opparem 

5 The information whidi I possess on the subject of those 
clai m s lu^csti to me the following ease, or statemem 

6. Khoontah Ghat u a narrow pass or defile, through a wild 
tract of the jungle icmtory of Moharohanj and the only road from 
Bengal to Cuttack leads and. from time jramemonal has led 
through Khoontah Ghat, and in this defile, the Chooart, or Jungle 
inhabitants of Moharbbanj had the opportunity of greatly annoy 
mg pUgnms m going to and returning from the temple of 
Jagannath 

7 The authority that could afford protection against the 
annoyance, thought itself entitled to some consequent considera 
tion and the pilgnms to ensure their safety submitted to the pay 
ment of a sm^ rgy. 


8 The Mahratta Govemmetit it ii probable had it m their 
to have prevented or mterrupted any regular coDection 
tax but II they could not at tbc same time have entirclv 
removed the annoyance, to which pilgnms were exposed sud» 
ImpediiMt would have operated greatly to the dnmnution of their 
own roUccuons at the temple they appear therefore to have con 
sented to the on condition of the Moharbhani authontv be 
commg responsible for robberies committed on pilgmns. ^ 


» /L. ZJ--7 
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9 But whatever were the causes whicli gave nse or perma- 
nency to the ciicumstance, the fact seems undoubted, that a spea- 
fic tax on pilgrims passing Khoontah Ghat had long been levied 
by the Moharbhunj Zammdar. 

10 The amount of the tribute chargeable on the Zammdar 
of MoharbhiTyj, was formerly about six thousand rupees per 
annum and ..Ae fund raised by the tax at Klioontah Ghat, appears 
to have been the only resource for defraying that tnbute. 

11. It would appear that m the year i aoy, the Mahratta 
Government with a view of inci easing the amount of the tribute 
as well as to have certain security for the regular payment thereof, 
had exacted and that die Ram of Moharbhunj had consented that 
the former tribute should be commuted for a ten annas share 
or io/i6th of the collections at Khoontah Ghat 

12 After the deadi of the late Rajah violent disputes arose 
in Moharbhunj on the subject of the executive authority, or 
management of the Zamindary, one party asserting, it ought to be 
exercised on behalf of an adopted child, the other insisting that 
the right of management belonged to the Ram or widow of the 
deceased Zammdar The adopted child was son to the Keunj'ur 
Rajah, a powerful neighbour, and the Ram found herself compel- 
led to make application to die Mahratta Government for mihtary 
aid, promising to defray the expense of the troops, the assistance 
was granted, but as the disputes continued a long time, the ex- 
pense thereby incurred involved the Zamindary considerably m 
debt to the Mahratta Government 

13 As a mode of liquidating the debt alluded to, die six 
annas share, viz , the share of the collections at Khoontah Ghat 
that now remained as the property of the Zammdar, was assigned 
over to the Government, until the accumulated debt should be 
paid off and for the purpose of satisfactory adjustment, officers on 
the parts of the Ram, kept counterparts of the accounts of the 
collections 

14 This assignment, or mortgage, was given m the year 
1208, and nearly three years afterwards, viz, a short period pre 
vious to Septembei 1803, when our forces compelled the enemy tj 
evacuate the Cuttack province, the Ghat was stdl m charge of the 
Maratha officers but it is alleged, and on good grounds that the 
debt was then hquidated, and that the accounts were under adjust- 
ment, and that possession of the six annas share was about to be 
restored to the Moharbhunj authority 

15 If the foregoing statement is correct, it will follow that 
by annulhng, or prohibitmg the tax at Khoontah Ghat, the tnbute 
demandable from Mobarbhunj becomes absorbed m the revenue 
of the temple, and diat the Zammdar has a claim on the same 
revenue, for an annual allowance of sum equal to the balance 
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between u/i6 of the average amount of former gross annual coUcc* 
uons at Khoontah and the lolnl of the annual charge of collecting 
the tax the amount of such Iwlancc mil pcriiaps be found to be 
from eight to ten thousand rupees per annum 

iG. In adjuiimg an account of this kind houever )t mil be 
requisite to attend to the separate demand on Moharbhunj for a 
thousand rupees per annum as stated m the sunnud datctl m of 
Zchijah i Of Amli 

17 The third paragraph of the letter from the Board of 
Rc\cnuc dated "Bth ultimo the letter of the Cuttack Collector 
dated the ijih of the same month and the sunnud of Ra|ah of 
Berar mil be found to contain evidence m support of the case, 
nhich I have made out and should I liavc at all analyzed the 
claim further proof to bear directly on any doubtful points, may 
easily be collected 

18 The Ram at the nme of the conquest tvas considered by 
the Governor-General as possessing the ^mmdary authority m 
Moharbhunj and even if the arcumsianccs mentioned in the 
fourth paragraph of the letter of the Board of Revenue should be 
admitted nncihcr those occurrences should be accounted tempo- 
rarily misfortunes suffered by the Zomindar or be considered 
events imolving juit liars to rights founded on anacni possession 
Government nml easily determine but as I was a party to the 
assurances given to the Zsmimlars it may be right to mention 
that the assurance* u'cre general iliat the change of Government 
might operaie to iheir benefit bur never could to thar injury 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Your roost obedient serv’ant, 

Dacca j MELVILL, 

The 30 th May 1807 Late Commissioner Cuttack. 


Extract of a Utter to the Board of Revenue dated 
the 29 th May 1807 


13. On consideration of the orcumstance* stated by Mr Melvill 
me Governor-General m Counal is of opinion that the 
Ram of Moharbhunj has a substantial claim to a compensation 
equivalent to the actual net coUccnoni received by her from pB- 
roOTtmg to Jagannath, under the authority of the kte 
Jklarat^ GOTemment. The Govcmor-Gracral m Council accord 

““ S''""' conuderanon the amount 
of the compemanon «hich should be allowed to the Ram on 
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that principle, and tliat you will sl.ite the balance which may be 
due to her, a£tei debiting her for the balances of land revenue due 
from her, fiom the time of the establishment of the British 
authority m Cuttack In ordei to form this adjustment, it will 
of course be necessary, that you should at the same time, take 
into your consideration, the amount of tlie Jumma which should 
be assessed on the tcrritoiy of Mohurbhunj, on the principle stated 
in Secnon XXXVII Regulation XXII 1805 

14, The Governor-General in Council considers it adviseable 
tliat a final arrangement should be made with lespect to both 
those points, as soon as circumstances will permit 


To— THE RIGHT HON'BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL IN COUNCIL. FORT WILLIAM. 

My Lord, 

Having communicated to the Collector of Cuttack your older 
of the eSth May last, we have the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship in Council, the enclosed copy of die Collector’s reply 
containing a statement of his proposed adjustment of the demands 
of the Ram of Moharbhunj 

2 With respect to the amount of the Rani’s collections from 
the pilgrims, passing the Autarrah Nallah we are not aware of 
any objection to the mode adopted by the Collector for adjusting 
the compensation payable to the Rani on that account, but with 
respect to the adjustment of die land revenue we really feel our- 
selves at a loss to offer an opinion on the subject 

3 From the Collector’s letter it would seem that the pnnei- 
ple of adjusting die revenue, had been already laid doivn by the 
late Commissioners If that principle therefore is to be adhered 
to Government instead of having a revenue to receive from the 
Ram, will have to pay the annual sum of Rs 4,210 It may 
possibly have a small sum to receive on account of the Mehal 
denommated logut Golah, but as the Collector states that the 
sources from which the revenue of that Mahal are derived, are 
pnnapally of the nature of Sayer Collecnons, which under the 
existmg regulations, ought to be abolished, we conceive that the 
Jama to be fixed upon it m future, will be very mconsiderable. 
In respect to that Mehal however, we must have a further report 
from the Collector on the subject of the resources of whidh it 
-is composed. 

4 In respect to the quit rent to be received by Government 
on account of the Moharbhunj territory, the amount proposed by 
the Collector being Rupees 5,400 per annum certamly appears to 
us to be very small, when considered with reference to the extent 
of the territory and to the resources of it, for among its resources, 
must be considered, we conceive, the amount of the^ compensation 
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to whicli the nropnetor may be considered cntitlwl on nccouni of 
pilgnnw paising iW Autarrah Nullah Hie Collector state* that 
tijc Commttsioncn ciiabliihcd it os a rule in regard to the other 
Rajahs whose Jama has been fixed at a quit rent to assess the 
arnount payable by them at a sum equal to the amount of the 
Pcihcush payable, by them to the Maratha Got.cmmcnt after 
deducting ten per cent on the amount although the amount pay 
able by Siosc Rajahs may be much less than unat their estates arc 
really capable of yielding Yet at all c\cnls Government reccncd a 
rcTcnuc from those Rajahs whereas in the present instance, in 
ease the adjustment proposed by the Collector be sanctioned it 
will have to pay instead of receiving any revenue. Mr Mclvill 
we observe, nates that the ooUccuon from the pilgnms were the 
only resource* which enabled the Revenue to jxiy her Pcshcnih 
to the Maratha Government but on a reference to the former re- 
ports on the subject of the tcmiory of Moliarbhunj we observe 
that the Timber grown on the htlls is stated to be a source of 
great profit to the propnetori besides which as the icmtory u at 
great extent we conceive that nothing ii wanting to nudvc it pro- 
fitable to the propnetor but peace and tranquillity which it u to 
be expected will be ensured under the British Goveroraent. 

We have the honour to be, 
etc etc 

Revenue Board THOMAS GRAHAM, 

The 15th December 1807 U BULLER, 


To-Sm G H. BARLOW BART ILB PRESIDENT AND 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, FORT 
WILLIAM. 

Gkntlemik 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Secretary • 
letter of dated 9th Tune last, and its enclosure*. The Governor 
General m Council havmg been pleased to consider the Ram of 
Moharbhunj entitled to a compc^tion, equivalent to the actual 
net coDecoons received by her from the pUgnma resorting to 
Jagannath, I referred to the accounu of person* passme the 
Autarrah Nallah Ghat, m the year iao8 1309 and laio as these 
aocoxmti afford an exact statement of the number of pilgnms who 
^7^8 H Autarrah Nallah Ghat must have paid « Kboontah 
Ghat. The result 1* as follows. Soil lattrecs dunni 
:4»787 who paymg at Khoonrah Ghat at the rate c 
grm gives rupees 18484 la-o. Bhnmm pilgrims 37 
rate of 6 annas is rupee* 10347-6-0 or a grand 
38,831 a-o whidi on the average u rupees 9610-60. 


I the 3rd year 
>t 14 each pil 
593 pying at 
total of rupee* 
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The matter respecting loogut Golah, is distinct from the col- 
lections at Khoontah Ghat The Golah is still m the possession of 
the Ram and she has hitlicrto collected the duties for the mehal. 
It IS for tlie most part of the description of Saycr and by the exist- 
ing regulations, should be abolished, but as she has made the col- 
lections, Government is entitled to tlic amount at which she farm- 
ed It, as stated in her Sunnud Rupees i,ooo per annum for 
1211, 12, 13, 14 

The principle on which the commissioners proceeded m fixing 
the Jama of Guriath Rajahs was to allow a deduction of 10 per 
cent on their peishkush, as ascertained to have been paid by them, 
to tlic Maratha Go^c^nmcnt and as the Jama of Moharbhunj was 
6,000 rupees deducting 10 per cent, there remains tribute to Gov- 
ernment 5,400 per annum. 


I have stated the account on the opposite side by which it 
appears that there is a balance due to the Ram of 12,841-8-0 from 
1211 to 1214 inclusive 

The Mehal loogut Golah is totally distinct from the Mohur- 
bhunj territory It will be necessary to abolish the Sayer Collec- 
tions, and make the settlement of the Revenue with the Revenue. 

I have the honour to be. 


Sir, 

Zillah Cuttack, Your most obedient humble servant, 

Revenue Department G WEBBE, 

The 30th November 1807. Collector. 


The Revenue of Moharbhunj 


To peshkush from 1211 to 1214 Amh being 4 years 
at Rs. 5»400 per annum 

To form a loogul Golah for at Rs. 1,000 per annum 

To balance compensation to the Revenue 

Total 


Rs. a. 
21,600 0 

4,000 0 

25,600 0 
12,841 8 

38,444 8 


Zillah Cuttack. 
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Letter No, In this letter written to Raghoji the Governor 
General explains why his desire for the transfer of either the 
Cuttack province or Berar cannot be satisfied This is an 
enclosure to Edmonstones letter addressed to Jenkins dated 
nth July 1808 

From— THE GOVl RNOR-GFNhRAU FORT WILLIAM 
To~RAJAII RAGHOJI lillONSLA 

Tort William the iiih Julj 1808 


I have had the honour to rccci\c your Highness s letter (re 
capitulate that rercii*ctl nth of Ma)) and I na^c perused the 
letters which your Highness and your respected Minisicn addrea- 
8cd to Mr Colcbrookc, Mr Elphinstone lias also reponed to me 
m detail the communications which he has held tnth )Our Micls* 
ten on. the subjects to which those letters relate. 

With a \iew to evince the sincerity of my regard and to 
manifest the decree m which your Highnens affairs have eii 
caged my attention and cor\ccm I propose to explain to your 
Hiehness m this address m) unresenw sentiments on the lubjecti 
wmch vou ha\c brought under my consideration rather tiuin 
refer your Highness for a knowledge of them to the verbal repre- 
icntationa of the Resident 


Previously to my departure from England I was fully inform 
ed of all the transactions and ncrotiations which had passed be- 
tween your Highness and the Bnti^ Government and had permed 
the correspondence which took place on the subject of your 
situation Mtw'cen your Highness and the laic Governor-General 
Marquis Cornwallis and Sir George Barlow I am appnzed there 
fore of the degree of soliatude manifested by those high per 
sonages to compensate for the Josses which )*ou have sustamed by 
the result of the ivar to the utmost extent practicable, consistently 
With a due regard to equity and justice and to the obligations of 
public faith and of the exertions which were employed for that 
purpose. , 


Bemg satisfied of your sincere desire to maintain the relation^ 
of perfect amity and concord with the British Government I hav'e 
no heaitanon m expressing to you the same soliatude for the 
improvement of your conoition that was mamfested by Marquis 
Cornwallis and Sw George Barlow 


The latter m his address to your Highness of the a4th of 
March 1806 stated in the most expbat terms and with all the 
J^^’^dihip those measures whidi this Government pre 
adopting with a view to the improvement of 
afia^ by considerations of unquestionable jiisdcc and of pubhc 
mth. T request your Highness to repenisc that letter as otmtam 
mg cxpl^uons equally applicable to the arcumstancea of the 
present time. 
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1 leave it to your Highness’s own judgment to determine 
whethei those explanations aie not founded on reason and justice 

But as a proof of my real friendship and regard I will be even 
more explicit with your Highness and although it becomes neces- 
saiy for that puipose, to refer to past events, I request your High- 
ness to be assured that it is far from my mtentions to offend your 
feehngs or to revive the memory of those differences which have 
happily been succeeded by the restoration of cordial harmony and 
friendship between the two states 

In your lettei to ivhicli that of Sii George Barlow above 
mentioned is a reply, your Highness expressly stated your expecta- 
tion of the extension of your dominions to their ongmal limits, 
that IS to say the restoration of the provinces of Berar and Cuttack, 
and the tenor of the conferences which Mr Elphmstone after his 
return from the Residency of Nagpur has occasion to hold with 
your Highness and your Ministers, warrants the supposition that 
your Highness still entertains a hope that one or both of those 
provinces may be restored to you I know too that your Highness 
advertmg to the assurances which you have received from this 
Government of a desire to compensate your losses to the utmost 
extent practicable, consistently with equity and public faith has 
declared your opinion that it was as consistent with equity and 
pubhc faith to restore either Berar oi Cuttack as Sambalpore and 
Patna 


But a httle reflection must, I am satisfied, convmce your 
Highness that such an expectation is unreasonable and that this 
opinion is founded m error 

The provmce of Berar by being annexed to the dominion of 
His Highness the Nizam ceased to be at the disposal of the British 
Government That Government is bound by treaty to secure to 
his Highness the integrity of .his dominions It is evident there- 
fore that consistently with public faith, no measures can be 
adopted with a view to the restoration of that provmce 

With respect to Cuttack, the obligations of both of equity 
and public faith render it impossible to transfer the possession of 
It to another state For m the first place the British Government 
caimot m justice be expected to resign the possession of a territory 
valuable not merely on account of its produce but m a stiU greater 
degree on account of its position and acquired not by the efforts 
of irregular ambition and aggressive violence, but by the result of 
a war ivhich that Government was compelled to engage for the 
defence of its rights and those of its allies and secondly the resto- 
ration of the provmce of Cuttack would not be consistent viath 
the obhgations of public faith because the protection of the British 
Government is pledged to the chiefs and landholders of the prov- 

10 
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mcc, and u luuild l>c n \iolation of tlmi pnnapic to compel them 
to place tbcin 5 cUc^ under another dominion after lutMng acquired 
valuable ngbts and pntilcgcB wlcrraily declared to be indefeasible. 

Your Highness tnll thus perceive the absolute impossibility of 
complying uflli the uidic^ nbicli \ou hate intimated or of obev 
mg under present ctrcumnancci the dtaates of iny ovs-u wUatude 
to iraprotc the condition of your Iligbncssi affain ’iour High 
ness mil equally perceive the futility of dispaiebing a confidential 
agent wall a view to tlic accomplishment of this object No ex 
phinations could add to my knowlctlro of the circumstances on 
which your Highness founas your demred hopes and expectations 
or augment my tlcsirc to fulfil the obligations of the most anl 
mated aitichmcnt and regard for the interests and prosperity of 
your Govemmenr I can only lament iliat the means of gratify 
ing tliat anxious desire arc not at present within my power smd 
iccommend to your Higlincas to confide m the ciTccts of tliat dis- 
position when the unceasing vinssitudc of affairs may afford an 
opportunvi) of making that return whidi your Highness continued 
adherence to the obligations of mutu.*!! inendship vnll be cons! 
dered to demand 

Tor an) dermis winch your Highness may require in cluada 
tion of the subject of tins address 1 beg leave to refer you to the 
vxrbal communications of Mr Jenkins 

A true copy 


N B EDMONSTONF 
Secretary to Government, 


To— SHRIDHAR PANDIT 


Written nth July 1808 

I have been mufied by the receipt of your lener (Recapitulate 
that received uth of May) 

Mr Colebrookc has also communicated to me the letter which 
you addressed to him explajnmg in detail all the arcunmances 
of the Maharajahs views and situaaon and stating the mtentlon 
of His Highness to dispatch you to the Presidency for the pur 
pose of representing them to me m person. ^ 

In my reply to the letter which I have rcce 
subject from Hia Highness I have judged it 
iinccre respect and regard which I entertam f. 
communicate ray scmiments upon the subject 


ivcd upon the same 
consistent with the 
or Hij Highness to 
of Hjs Highness s 
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letter and of your address, in the fullest and most unreserved 
manner To that reply therefore I refer you /for a knowledge of 
them But I cannot resist the desire which I feel to express my 
sense of tlie zeal, and fidelity which you have manifested towards 
your sovereign in the representations contained m your letter to 
Mr Colebrooke which have augmented if possible my conviction 
of Hjs Highness’s sincere attachment to the British Government, 
and my solicitude to promote the welfare of tlis Highness’s Gov- 
ernment by any means withm my power 

It IS a satisfaction to me to reflect that His Highness’s affairs 
are conducted by a person of your judgment and abihty sincerely 
attached to His Highness’s interests and so anxious to maintain 
and improve the relations of amity and concord so happily estab- 
hshed between the two states 

The report which I have received from Mr Colebrooke of 
your distmguished qualities, confirms the good opinion which a 
previous knowledge of your character had impressed upon my 
mmd 

I should have derived the greatest pleasure from a personal 
meeting with you, but independently of the circumstances which 
preclude the necessity of your exposing yourself to the fatigue of a 
journey tp the presidency, I should be extremely reluctent to 
deprive His Highness even for a short time of services of his faith- 
ful and confidential ministers 

A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE, 
Secretary to Government 


To— JESWANT RAO RAMCHANDRA 

Written nth July 1808 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter (Recapitulate that 
received nth of May) 

The circumstances of your fidelity and attachment to the 
Maharajah and your long services are well known to me, and it is( 
a pecuhar gratification to me to reflect that His Highness’s affairs 
are conducted by Mmisters of such ability and mtegnty and so 
solicitous to promote the friendship and good understanding 
which happily subsists between the two states 

Havmg rephed in detail to the letters from His Highness and 
Shridhar Pandit to which you refer, you will be appnzed of my 
''Cntiment on the subject to which those letters relate 

A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE, 
Secretary to Government. 
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Letter No 5. Jenkins reports that Nana Sahibs troops under 

Ramchandra Wngh had taken the fort of Sambolporc and the 
Rani had fled away Captain Roughsedw is requested not to 
give fheltcT to her if she comes into British territories. 


FnoM-R JbNKINS RLSIDFNT AT NAGPUR, 

To-CAPTAIN ROUGHSl-DGF COMMANDING THE 
RAMGARII BN IIAZARIBAGir 

Nagpur the 9th No\ ember 1808 

I haic ]u<t been informed l>y the minister of the Rajah ot 
Berar that the troops of Nam Salnb under Ramchandra Wagh 
ha\c taken the fort of Samlialporc and are m pursuit of the Rani 
who has fled and may attempt to take refuge within the Com 
pany s frontier 

By the 8th article of the treat) of Deogaon )ou xnll be aware 
that tne Compan) engage iliat tlicj will not give aid or countc 
nance to any disaffected relations ot Rayahs Zamindars or other 
aubiccti who may fly from or rebel against the Rajah s authority 
and the Rajah according!) rcouirw tliar the Rani may not receive 
protection in the Company! dominions should she take refuge m 
them from the pursuit of his brothers troops who will not of 
course pass their osvn frontier Applicable to such a ca«e )ou will 
probably rcccuc the orders of Go\cminent to whose decision 
I ha\c referred the aboi.c arcunutanccs together mih the Rajahs 
requismon In the meantime I have liccn desired to inform you 
that I have done so and to request that if the Ram should take 
refuge from the pursuit of the Rajah 1 troops inihm the distnai 
under your authont) she may either be ordered immediately to 
quit them or be detained unocr your jurisdiction until you may 
recct\c the mstruaions of Government on the subject. 


Letter No 6 . — ^This letter with its enclosure reveals the treachery 
of Nana Sahib in taking possession of the Fort of Sambalpur 
that forced Rani of Samtelpor to flee to the shelter of the 
Brituh, 


From— CAPTAIN ROUGHSEDGE COMMANDING THE 
RAMGARH BATTALION HAZARffiAGH 


To-R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 


Camp Cbota Nagpur 20th May 1809. 

About the middle of March I had the honour to receive 
through a raewenger sent by Sacoo Gopal from Camp of the 
Mahratn troops at Sambalpore your letter of the 29th November 
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last; about the same period I also leceued instructions from the 
Chief Sccret.iry to coi respond with 5'^ou, ivhen necessary, on the 
subject of Raighui and that distiict 

e The ciicuinsranccs detailed in the accompanying copies of 
my letters to Mr Edmoiistonc have rcndcied it unnecessary for 
me to trouble you hitherto, but I deem it piopcr to apprize you of 
rhe approaching ariival of the Ranr Rattan Kuar within the British 
Tcrntoiics to enable you to cany into elTcci any instructions which 
Govcniment may ba\c issued on the subject of obtaining from 
Nana Sahib or ins brotlicr an adequate provision for hei future 
maintenance 

3 My Agent Farzand Ah now with the Ram, states but does 
rot credit a report that the Main at ra 11 oops now m Sambalpore 
hate taken a position for the purpose of intercepting her progress 
totvards my camp Such a step would be m diiect contradiction to 
the tenor of the Icttci I have received from Saccoo Gopal and a 
late communication of Chandajee Bhonsla I therefoie have little 
apprehension on the subject 

4 I am happy to state that hitheito no mtcrfcicnce with the 
Zamindan,' of Raigarh has been attempted by the troops of Nana 
Sahib Reports of an alarming nature to the Rajah have however 
been in constant circulation and some time must necessaiily elapse 
before either his neighbours or himself can be convinced of tlie 
placable dispositions of the present occupieis of Sambalpur I have 
minutely enquired into the conduct of the Rajah of Raigarh and 
am convinced that Nana Sahib has no just ground of complaint 
against him since the peiiod of our cession of Sambalpore 


To— N B EDMONSTONE, ESQUIRE, SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT 

Sm, 

On the 14th instant I had the honour to receive youi letter 
of the 26th ultimo with its several enclosures but the dispatch 
from Mr Jenkins of which a copy has been transmitted to you 
has ever reached me 

2 From tbe Ram of Sambalpore a person arrived in my 
Camp on the i6th instant with an urzee descnptive of the manner 
in which the Mahrattas obtained possession of her fort, of her 
oivn destitute condition and of her hope, though confessedly un- 
deserving, to be once more preserved by our interference and 
protection 

3 The Sardars of Nana Sahib it appears only a few hours 
before the fort was attacked had entered into a specific agreement 
with the Ram, m which the sum to be paid in arrears and the 
future amount of levenue claimable from her were determined 
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and the stipulations of both tstnics were confimtetl by oaths of 
the most binding mtnrc ntlminwtcrcil in a Hindu temple wthm 
the fort regarded as [icculiarly Mcrcd 

4 On the following morning however the troops were 
attacLcrl by a large force whicli had crossed the n\cr during the 
mght on rafts and after some resistance \rcrc not only deleated 
but prcicntcd from regaining the fon Thi^ disaster dqinvcd 
the Ram of all hope of maintaining her position and she even 
considered hersdf fortunate in escaping at midnight and on foot 
from her treacherous opponent* She took the route of Chota 
Nagpur and after mucii fatigue and man\ pnt'ations succeeded 
in gaming a retreat offered her bv a faithful ^mmdar among the 
hills uhidi form the boundary ot that disinct with the Pergunnah 
of Jcsporc and Gangporc, 

5 In reply I stated to the Ram my belief of the intention 
of Nana Sahin to pitmdc for her *ubsistancc by the allotment of 
iomc poruon of land mthin the province of Sambalnorc that he 
might consider adequate to that purpose and the di*posmon of 
the Bntish Government to urge but not to guarantee the fulfil 
ment of such an arrangement it it met tnth her actjuicsencc that 
possibly the treachery of which »he accused the Nfahraita* had 
only for it* oh^ the possession of the fon and the consequent 
more easy subjection of its dependenac* and would have lieen 
followed up had she fallen into their hands by on offer of the 
provision alluded to that she hoivevcr wa* the best judge of their 
disposition towards her and perfectly rapable of npprcaaiing the 
i^ue of their offers and it wa* with peculiar plcaiurc I obeyed 
the benevolent orders of my Government m offenng to her choice 
an alternative to this proposal which consisted of a reasonable 
provision for her future maintenancx under the protection and 
within the temtoncs of the HonTiIc Company the permanenev 
of which would depend on her faithful adherence to a promise 
of wholly rclinquismog all concern and Interference in Sarabal 
pore and abstammg from every Lmd of communicauon of a poh 
ticaJ nature with it* zemindars or other inhabitants 

6 I concluded with a request for her early reply and an 

assurance that In the event of her continumg to desire the Bntuh 
protection under the lopulatcd condiaon, Mecr Farzand All 
should be sent to meet her on and mean* 

immediately taken to ^th all nccewary 

tccommodaticm ^ 

7 This person as is stated m a letter of mmc of Mr Secretary 

Dowdcswcll 18 at present employed on a mission to Sjnghbboom 
estcnnally to the execution of my orders m hi* but 

I cTpcct hi* retnm in a short time on account of the commumta 
tion* and arrangementa wbidi may become requisite, with 
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the . . of the Mahratta troops with 

the of Raigarh and the Ram of Sambal- 

pore I hope to be indulged with pei mission to . . ... 

myself of his services and to compensation by the salary he for- 
merly enjoyed of a month during the time he 

shall be employed on the public duty 

8 I am much ashamed of the negligence with which I have 
hitherto omitted to transmit you this person’s receipt for 
I 000 Rupees to him on account of his salary 

from I St of January to the ist of December 1807 and not included 
in the public accounts of my mission to Sambalpore when they 
were sent m Indeed I did not conceive that his services would be 
longer necessary but sickness forcing me to quit Cuttack and the 
Ranee lefusing to release me from a piomise, which with the sane- 
tion of Government I had entered into of remaining with her 
until 111 settled possession of her lands unless Farzand Ah was 
continued m attendance on her, I was compelled to leave him 
behind She did not obtain her Jagheer until the latter end of 
tlie rainy season and would not dispense with his advice and 
presence until the 25th of October, when with the party of Sepoys 
that had been granted to her he returned direct to Hazanbagh 
and received from me as I trust it will appear, reasonably, the 
arrears of his salary to the day of his arrival the 30th November 
1807 


9 Under this explanation I presume to hope for the sane 
tion of tiis Lordship m Council to the payment of the inclosed 
bills, the disbursement of 50 Rupees was occasioned by the dispatch 
of tlie Governor-General’s letters last year to the Rajah of Raigarh 
and by other casual employment m the pohtical department of 
the same person 

10 This reported that the most flattermg offer of favour and 

protection has been made by the Mahratta Officers to the Rajah 
of Raigarh on the part of Nana Sahib who, they do not scruple 
to assert it, is particularly interested m his welfare The Rajah 
however with a too well founded distrust has quitted from his 
residence for the mountains to inform me 

if It IS the intention of the Government that I should protest, 
for without the Mahratta districts I cannot oppose any attempt 
they may make upon his , or any movements 

they may adopt of alarming nature so as to 

oblige him and continue m the hills and 

spread confusion in his Zammdan 


Camp Nagpur (Chota Nagpur) E ROUGHSEDGE, 

31st January 1809 Commandmg Ramgarh Battalion. 


go NAGPUR Rcsion-scn RECORDS 

Letter No 7^ThQ letter and lU cnclcmirc ore Important 
Roughsidge polnU out in the enclosure m what dcjUtuUon 
the Rani had arrived in his camp fcclung shelter of the 
British Government ognlnst Nana Sahib 

raoM-CAPTAIN 1 ROUGUSEIXJL COMMANDING 
Till RAMGARII BAITALION 

To-RICHARD JCNKINS nSQUIRC, RESIDENT AT 
NAGPUR. 

Camp Chota Nagpur 4ih June 1B09 

From the accompanying copy of my letter to the Qncf 
Secretary you ^m !1 pcrccuc tliat the Rani Rattan Kuar of Satnlwl 
pore has safely am\cd m ihi* district 

\t her rc<juc^t I do mvwlf the honour to mure your 
interference if it can with jiropncty l>c evened m favour of the 
son of a very old servant of the Rani namcti Dinliandhu Padhan 
He is at present confined in the fort though I liclicvc without 
any »cnous cause and it is mucli desired that he should Iw per 
nutted to quit Sambalporc and join his father vrho has followed 
the fortunes of his Mistress 

3. If vrithout inconvenience ant account could be obtained 
of the present situation of Rajah jcyte Singh and Maharajc Smeh 
who have been so many year* confined m the fon of Chanda the 
Ram would denve much consoUiion in her misfortunes from 
acknowledgment of their welfare. 


To~N B EDMONSTONE. ESQUIRE, CHIEF SLCRE- 
TARY TO THE GOVERNMENT 

StR, 


I bad the honour to address you on the ipth ultimo and have 
now to submit for the information of the Right HonTile the 
Governor-General in Counal the arnval of the Rani of Sambal 
pore m the neighbourhood of tny camp 


X Her situation my agent Farzand All reports to have 
been most cntical the troops of Nana Sahib havmg discovered 
the place of her retreat and adopted measures for her scirure 
which could not long have faded of success They made no at 
tempt to mtcrcept her proCTCss towards Nagpur however and hef 
journey was completed wimout acadent or opposition. 


3 Tbe destitute situaUon m which she has sought the pro- 
tection of the Bndsh Govemraent and the advanced penod of 
the season have obhgcd me to make arrangements for her accom- 
modation m this distnct dunng the rams but I trust I shall be 
honoured with the orders of His Lordship m Coimal as to tbe 
extmt of her future provision and support before the detachment 
under my command quit Nagpur 
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4 I paid the Ram a visit )'^estciday evening and could not 
Mcw the contiasr picsented by what I saw at oin foimei intei- 
views, without a most levied compassion foi her misfoi tunes and 
a desirable to forgei how justly they are to be attiibiited to hei 
folly alone She appeared to feel the most smccie gratitude foi the 
gencious piotcction that had been evtended to hei and expiesscd 
hei entue dc\otion to the plcasuie of Government 

^ 1 have found it nccessaiy to advance to hei a few hundred 

Rupees in addition to the sum mentioned in my last letter 

Camp Nagput (Chota Nagpiii) E ROUGHSEDGE, 

3id June 1S09 Commanding Ramgarh Battalion 


Letter No 8 — ^The letter along with its enclosure is important 
In the letter the Chief Secretary points out the grounds on 
which Nana Sahib’s insistence on the surrender of the Ram 
should be resisted In the enclosure Captain Roughsedge 
narrates the circumstances that led to the flight of the Ram 
to the shelter of the British The treachery of Nana 
Sahib’s officers is brought out 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT 

To— RICHARD JENKINS, ESQUIRE, RESIDENT AT 
NAGPUR 


Foit William the 26th June 1809 

1 am diiected to acknowledge the leceipt of youi dispatch 
No 9 to the address of the Right Hon’ble die Governor-Geneial 
m Council dated the 27 th ultimo lepoitmg the substance of your 
discussions with Jeswant Rao Ramchandia on the subject of the 
Rani of Samhalpoie 

2 The arguments which you employed to resist the demand 

for the surrender of the Rani are considered by the Governor- 
General in Council to have been perfectly collect, sohd and 
judicious and have little 100111 for any additional observation 
what they suppoit the equity Resolution of 

Government to withhold a comphance with Nana Sahib’a 
unieasonable demand 

3 It IS not asserted on the part of Nana Sahib that the 
asylum afforded to the Rain precludes the lecovery of any rights 
lequired by the cession of Sambalpore, or of any levenue due 

11 



82 


naijPUR iirsinrNCi urconDs 


j Jjcr cn>acii) of /aniindar nor js slic 

uniscd of nornrrlm}, lo tlic of 

ariliral nouons rtnuirctl Ikt Mirraickr lu tlic iriiiiinal lo tliu 
uotirc I f ho aiiinin If iht tntcmcnt connmoi m the cncloKnl 
c-rtnet Imni t ipnin Kotighicilgi . k <hs|ntc!\ of ihi. out of 
Jinuan Ik- nurert Uic Kam Int i<m» mucli r von lo complam 
of ihc grm<w trcachtr) on lln part of Nun Snlub^ ofliccr^ 
His objeef lo pain jK>stcMion of ber ptiton mill tlic mcw to 
place licr m a condition of rcstraiiu wlncli iiia% dcpnix: her of 
tlic mcan^ of resisting or cxating resistance to his authority 
If jccurc from aii\ such attempts Nana Sahili ran haic no moiiic 
fo desire die ^unrndcr of her iKr^mn iinli>s it lie a motnc of 
rcicngc Ihs soluitudc ihctxfori. <*n this '.nhj'xt is m fact found 
M on a mistrust of the assuraiucs of the Ilrtttsh fKivcmmcnt 
uhich Iwh engaged to prcicnt such aiKinpts nn her jiart and lia« 
rendered the coniinuinie of its protn non lotithtional on Iicr 
alutammg fnim therm 

4. Tlic snbditi of lur plea lannnt of aiursc lie admitted and 
the obligation of bumnnii) and jumiu us to 

surrender thiv unhappv fugiiuc a vutim to tlic moiurcs of 
menge 


^ Tile case the Ram of Samlialporc cannot afford cn 
couraBciiicni to other to sccL an asilum iMthm the 

Bnti^ tcmtoncs until reduted u the same comlition of 

and ir certain!) is m t for the interest of the Rmish 
GoTcmmi.'nt to meourage thiir She has nor 

cvchangctl the poss«»Mon of her /lamindars for a liarc sulisisieticc 
mthm the Conipanv >• proimcc* hut »he lias fled from the fort» 
of Violence and trcacherr which <\j>cl)ed her from her lands and 
from her habitation and rendered her a mindcrcr in the wilderness 
Others must be rcducct.! to the same distress and danger before 
they resort to the same protcaion 

6 It ma) further be obsened that Nana Sahib can with suU 
less 3usncc claim the surrender of the Rant when he humclf has 
uniformly resisted every application for the release of her son 
and husband ivbom he retains 10 vagorous confinement and whose 
enlargement would probably base scniretl to him the peaceable 
possession of the province ^ 


7 You Tvili of course contmuc to resist the demand for her 
surrender on the same grounds on which you have hitherto 
opposed It addmg to your representations on the subject, the 
sanction and commands of the Gmcmor-Gcneral m Council and 
a repraaon of the aasuranccs which you have already afforded 
that the wm neither be encouraged nor permitted to prosecution 
c XT ailcubtcd to obstruct the cstablishmeni 

or JNana bahibs authonty m the disttict of Sambalpore. 
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ERtiaci f-tom a letter from Captain "Roughsedge to the Secretary to 

the Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart- 
ment iindei date the aist January 1809 

From the Ram of Sambalpore a person aruved m my camp 
on the i 6 tli instant with an Arzee desciiptive of the manner m 
which the Mahrattas obtained possession of hei fort, of her own 
destitute condition, and of her hope, though confessedly undeserv- 
ing to be once moie preserved by our interference and protection 

3 The Sirdars of Nana Sahib it appears only a few hours 
cefoie the Fort was attacked, had entered into a specific agree- 
ment witli the Ram in which the sum to be paid m aiieai and 
the futuie amount of Revenue claimable from her were deter- 
mmed and the stipulation of both parties were confirmed by oath'’ 
of the most bmding natuie admmistered m a Hmdu temple with- 
in the fort regarded peculiarly sacred 

4 On the followmg morning howevci her troops weie at- 
tacked by a laige force which had ciossed the river during the 
night by rafts and aftei some lesistance not only defeated but pre- 
vented from legammg the fort This disaster depnved the Ram 
of all hope of maintaining her posmon and she even considered 
herself fortunate m escaping at midnight and on foot from her 
treacheious opponents She took tlie route of Chota Nagpur and 
after much fatigue and many privations succeeded m gaming a 
retreat offeied hei by a faithful Zammdai amongst the hills 
which foim the boundary of that district with the pergunnahs of 
Jespore and Gangpore, 

^ In reply I stated to the Ram my belief of the intention 
of Nana Satub to provide for her subsistence by the allotment 
of some portion of land within the piovince of Sambalpore that 
he rmght consider adequate to that purpose, and the disposition 
of tlie British Government to uige but not to guarantee, the ful- 
filment of such an arrangement if it met with hei acquiescence 
that possibly the tieachery of which she accused the Mahrattas 
had only foi its object the possession of the foit and the conse- 
quent easy subjection of its dependencies and ivould have been 
followed up had she fallen into their hands by an offer of a 
provision alluded to , that she howevei was the hest judge of their 
disposition toivards and perfectly capable of 

appreciating the value of their offeis and it ivas with peculiar 
pleasure T obeyed the benevolent order‘d of my Government m 
offering to her choice an alternative to this proposal which consist- 
ed of a reasonable pioMsion foi her futuie maintenance under 
the piotection and within the tciiitories of the Hon lile Company 
the permanency of whicli wmild depend on her faithful adherence 
to a piomisc of wdiollv relinquishing all concern and interference 
in Sambalpore and abstaining from e\er\’’ kind of communica- 
tion of a political nature with ir*^ Zammdai s or otbci inhabitants 
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6 I conchulwl unit i nxiucst for her carh rcplv inti an 
assunutet ihar tn rhe event of her continuing to tlwirc the Bntish 
Protection under tlic tnpuhted comlitton Mccr Farzand Ah 
should l>c 'M:nt to meet Inr on rht frontier and mcnm immediately 
tnV.cn JO provide her vnth nil ncrc^Mrt accommmlntion 

A tnjc c\tnct 

N IV 1 DMONSTONL 
Cliicf SccTctnr) to Government 


Letter No 9 -Rou^hicdgc wntes about certain border disputes 
about some Plages which had been claimed by Nana 
Sahib Bhonslas ofitem at Sambalporc and plundered b\ 
them 

Fhom-^APTAIK I ROUGHSFDGF COMMANDING 
THf- RAMGARII RATTAI ION 

To-RICHARU JENKINS CSQUIRF RESIDENT U 
NAGPUR 

Jh/nnliagh the ^rh l-cbmarr iSin 

T had the honour to addrc'^ >ou on the 41I1 ultimo and Itcg 
leave now to cnchwic a (nn<lati<in <if an \r/c«. received vnthm 
these few dnv^ from Raiah Jtiiijar Sltigh of Raigarh I cannot 
supper? It powubE that Chaiulajcc Bhonsb udl presume to mnk 
a serious arrack on that Zamindan hut the mcnanng position» 
he has causetl to In. occupicvl arc m viobnon of the spmt of the 
engagements of Nann hahih and have a verv inittrjous cffccT 
upon the interests of foujnr Smgh uho^c Mncicars minrm me that 
their master had deemed it advi^blc to send liis wive* and familj 
to the mountains a arrumMunce naturallj produaivc of the 
grmtest alarm throue,hout the whole pcrgunnnh 

Although the mcn*turrs alluded to in the 5rh pamgnph 
of mv letter 01 the ncl January {the relinquishment of the Per 

f unnah of Padamporc) has already been adopted hj Rauh Joujar 
ingh It docs not appear to have been attended with the dcsirctl 
effect for from the paixirs I enclose it would seem that a fresh dc 
mand has been set up ov Chandajec Bhonsla of certain villages in 
Raigarh allc«d to mvc been formerly dependant on Chandar 
pore m Samralporc Khass I have httic nesvtanon however in 
pronounang this alarm to be groundless a minute c-vaimnation 
of the anaent boundaries of the two distncts having been entered 
mto m the year 1805 by Colonel Broughton who for that anc 
other purpose* made a tour throughout 3 ic province 

3 Seven vollagea aa Rajah Joujar Smeh very truly asscriK. 
appearing to have Been erroneously onnered to Raigarh ircrc at 
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that period restoied to Chandeipoie, and the Rani of Sambalpore, 
Avho wa'5 the only person interested, declared heiself satisfied tliat 
no fiiither claims existed against that Pergunnah 

4 Howcvei this may be, it is evident that any demand 
against the territory of Raigaih ought m the fiist instance to have 
been made on the part of Nana Sahib through you to the British 
Govemment mid that Cbandajee Bhonsla, m calling upon Rajah 
Joujai Singh to suiiendei a part of his countr)’^ and supporting 
this demand by the assembling of troops in menacing positions 
and other demonstrations of hostility has violated the engage- 
ments of Nana Sahib respecting that Pergunnah and brought very 
serious inconi cnience and disticss on its inhabitants 

5 Khajee Baber a seivant of Cbandajee Bhonsla brought 
to me about a month since a duplicate of yom letter of the 3rd 
of December and a Acibal message lespectmg the pergunnah of 
Boad which his master was desirous of considering as a depend- 
ency of Sambalpore and consequently included m the cession of 
that province to Nana Sahib For this purpose, the man in ques- 
tion uiformed me that he had been sent with a letter to the 
Magistrate of Cuttack, who aftei some montlis’ attendance dis- 
missed him wnh a verbal authonty to take possession, which 
Cbandajee Bhonsla had only been pi evented fiom doing by a for- 
mer remonstrance of mine on the subject 

6 My reply to that officer cautioned him against inteifeiing 
witlt the pergunnah of Boad, which as you will peiceive on a 
leference to the schedules enclosed in my dispatch of die 14th 
of June 1806 to the Hon ble Mr Elphinstone is not included in 
the cession of teiritoiy to the Rajah of Berar and indeed was 
omitted on account of its local importance as the key into Cuttack, 
which was preMoiisly submitted to Go\emment 

7 Since I began this letter a report has arrived that troops 
of Cbandajee Bhonsla have actually plundeied seveial villages in 
Raigarh I do not feel inclined to give credit to it, but allow me 
to lequest that Nana Sahib may be invited to issue strict orders 
to his officers in Sambaljiore to refrain from all menacing steps, 
and mdeed desist from all direct communication with Rajali 
Joujai Singh with whom they cannot be expected to agiee on any 
‘subject 


Letter No 10. — ^The designation of the writer is not given but he 
must be an officer of the British Army at Hazaribag, who 
might have taken the place of Captam Roughsedge The 
letter is addressed most probably to Jenkins Bfiggot refers 
to the dispute between the Marathas and Rajah Joujhar 
Smgh of Raigarh He gives his own opimon of the conduct 
of Joujhar Smgh The enclosure certified by Captam 
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Rouriwcdce U an application from Joujhar Singh for Bntish 
asjutance agalnrt the tmprovokcd attack of the Marathai on 
hif territory 

From— R HIGGOT 

To -R JFNKINS Rh-SlDhNT AT N \CPUR 

Ha/nniKigh fhc ist December i8ij 

I have the nlcrunirc lo forvvaril a ropy of a letter rcccivctl from 
auuidrabhan iShnnsla of &»nilt.ilporc of niy rcplj to the sam^ 
and of a Panrana I \cntnrwl to ad<lrcM to Rajih Jonjir Singh 
which I truft ma^ meet vonr apjiroliatton 

I am by no means anthonred to micrfcn, m the disputes 
l>cfwccn the ^l^nllatt^Jt ind joujar Singh liaiing rcccncti the 
express onlcn* of Goicmmcnt to refer all persons making appha 
t»on«5 to me of a jwhitcal nature connccictl mtli the affairs of the 
sratc of Nagpur to )ou 

M> order* to the alxnc effect Mere daieil the j''ih Jul) last 
and T aiailcd myself of the earliest op|>ortiinit\ tliat ofTcrwl of 
making them known to the Bhonsla I include hoircrcr from his 
continuing to address me this information could not have reach 
cd him prior to the duspatch of his K*t referena 

In giiing the advice I haro done to Jcnijar Singh I trust you 
will not think me culpable from a personal acrjuamtancc mrh 
him and from his former good comlua I must confess tnvfclf 
somewhat mteresteil in his ivclfarc. The charge* preferred agamit 
him by the Bhonsla arc icry senoua. ] trust noivcvcr that on 
investigation he mil appear in a less cnmmal light than he docs 
at present, 

I had the pleasure to fonvaril a large supply of mnes ctc^ 
for yon bv Hazarecljagb people on the yih of last month 1 trust 
they mil reach you in ‘aftti 

(No address given but seems to he nntten to the Resident at 
Nagpur). 


Tramlation of a letter from Rajah Joujar Suigh Jagtrdar of 
Rmgarh wntlen on the -jtlt of May 

After compliments 

The state of thmgs here you will be informed of by my former 
letters I hare now to mention that although the Mahrattas ha\ c 
recaved from me the Malguzan for Padamporc, they have set up a 
Thanna there and called upon me to give np the estate. It was 
your former inBtruction to me to rehnquish tluj place whenever re 
qmred to do so by the Mahrattas. I Vve therefore obeyed your 
orders and their Thanna is now m their possession Of late however 
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a fluthei demand has been made upon me of ceitain -villages to have 
belonged to Chandiapoie but Sii when Colonel Btoughton and 
you came to Raigarh, the 7 villages m possession belonging to that 
Estate (as you must remember) were given up and I have nevei 
since mteifeied with them , the Mahiattas theiefoie now unjustly, 

' and violently, claim the village of Raigarh, and pay no attention 
to my remonstiances being appaicntly detei mined upon lesoitmg 
to youi 01 dels to me aie to lemam quietly m my 

fort, and to these I am paying punctual obedience, with hope of 
voiii speedy attention to situation Raigarh is entirely surround- 
ed by Mahiattas though belonging to you, tbeicfoie it is neces- 
taiy to take immediate measuics foi assistance Cliandajee 
hhousla Tantia Siidai and Kashee Ram Killadai aie at Sambal- 
pore, with a foice of 4 or 5000 Hoise and foot 6 or 700 men are 
encamped at Adharh, (about 10 Coss fiom Raigaih) which it is 
necessar}'^ for you to be acquainted with 

Aftei wilting this Aizee I leain that the Mahiatta standard 
is laiscd at Doorgoo Pallec (4 Coss fiom Raigaih) and that the 
troops at Sambalpore and Adliaih (abovementioned) aie to join 
It in a combmed attack on Raigarh They say they ivill rum me 
m whatever way it may be piacncable although I have committed 
110 kind of offence against them, and have obeyed jmui orders m 
eveiy pait of my conduct They aie determined upon quarrelling 
with me, and I hope you will pay speedy attention to my lequest 
of assistance 

A true tianslation 


E ROUGHSEDGE, Captain 
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Letter No i. — ^Jenkins reports that the Bhonsla was very much 
worried about the depredations of the Pmdanes The acti- 
vities of the Pmdanes were due to the fact that Bhonsla^s 
troops on his north-western frontier had killed the adopted 
son of Chitoo Further he reports that Nana Saheb was 
“very jealous of any mterference on the part of the Rajah 
m the measure he wishes to adopt for the occupation of the 
ceded provinces” i.e., of Sambalpore, etc. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— HON’BLE SIR G H BARLOW, GOVERNOR- 

GENERAL 

Nagpur, the 21st February 1807 

In my last dispatch I had the honour to acquaint you of the 
Rajah’s expedition to Ramtek His Highness returned from 
thence on the 9th instant 

It was my original intention to have taken an early oppor- 
tunity of renewmg the subject of Sambalpore m order either to 
induce His Highness to adopt some decisive measure for the occu- 
pation of that province upon some one of Mr Elphmstone’s 
propositions or to promote an entire rehnquishment of the 
question Since his return however the Rajah has been so much 
employed m dispatching the arrangements of his mtemal admims- 
tration, with the view of secunng a total remission from busmess 
during the approaching marriage of his daughter and indeed in 
adjusting the preparations foi the marnage, that I have not had it 
m my power to execute my mtentions m the imdst of his othei 
avocations the Rajah is at present much pressed with regard to 
the Pmdanes who have recommenced their depredations on the 
North-Western frontier, the conduct of some of the Rajah’s 
troops hawing given them a good pretence for their inroads m 
attacking and kiUing an adopted son of Seetoo at Smghpore, a 
place formerly given by the Rajah to that Chief A skuinish has 
since taken place between a party of these plunderers and the 
Rajah’s troops on the Waidha in winch the latter have lost several 
horses, elephants and camels The Raiah is consequently too much 
taken up with proceeding foi the defence of his oun country to 
parry into execution any plan for sending troops to another qUartej, 

12 
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It appear* on the other hand that Nana Sahib i* ^c^y jcalou* 
of any interference on the part of the Rajah in the measure he 
\mhe» to adopt for the occupation of the ceded provinces keshoo 
Govind ha* accordingly been again *ent mth about 400 Infantry 
and 4 Guns and I hear ha* am\ed at Rainorc, where a negotiation 
has been opened with the Ranee of Sambalporc, Thu arcumsiancc 
Kcms to indicate that Nana Sahtb 1* willing if nossiblc to obtain 
pouession of the dutnets without being omigcd atlicr to hi* 
orothcr or to the Bntuh Government and at all event* I am 
convinced that the Rajah has scarcely a voice m approving or 
rejecting the propositions which have been made to him on the 
niDicct. If Nana Sahib should still fail in obtaining Sambalporc 
by ms own plans and I understand the Zamindar* entertain a 
great horror of his treachery and cruelty he will probably agam 
hope for the Rajah s assistance, and in that ease the Rajah may 
hereafter wish to profit by the mediation which has been offered 
under your authonty 


Letter No a. — Jenkins reports the depredations of the Findaries 
within ao koo of Nagpur and occupation of Seoni by the 
Rajahs troop and tlut the Army from Cbouragarh bad 
cToned the kertmdda for coopemtiAg with Smdhiai army 
m the ocenpadon of BbopaL 
From-R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To—THE HON’BLE SIR G H BARLOW G 0 \T:RN 0 R 
GENERAL, 


Nagpur the 26th June 1807 
An incursion of the Pindancs into the Raja s country to the 
north-west of Nagpur m which those freebooters penetrated to 
vnthin about 20 coss of the capital, ha* been almost the only event 
that has occurred since the date of my last dispatch Thi move 
menu of Gonpt Rnos array to Shahpore enabled them to get m 
hu rear and m their pro g r ess they plundered and murdered a 
respectable person of Balia Sahibs family who was cdebraiing a 
marriage at his native village. The party returned along the 
Wardha to the hills and regained their mam body on the 
Nerbudda notwitiwtandmg several strong parties both from 
hence and Ganpat Rao s camp detached m pursuit 

The Raia s troop arc now m possession of Seoni but no 
operauons have been yet commenced agamst Hoshangabad 
althougb I am informed by the Ministers that it is the intention 
to attadc that fort. Wazecr Mohammed Khan li said to be now 
m Raissm and Hoshangalad to be garmoned by only 7 or 800 
Pathana, Notber of the Raja * anmes on the fronner ^vc received 
orders to canton although the ramy season u now advancme 
The army from the vicuuty of Chouragarh haw crossed the 
Nerbudda, and is said to be intended to co-operate with Smdhia 1 
troop m talung possession of the Bhopal terntones. 
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Two grand exliibitions of firew^orks have lately taken place at 
Nagpur in honour of the marriage of Ehs Highness’s daughter to 
each of which I was invited, and on both occasions I found the 
Raja in high spints and good humour I have also received a 
visit of ceiemony from Shridliar Tandit, at which I, of course, 
presented him and the persons who accompamed him with the 
usual dresses I returned the Minister’s visit a few days ago, and 
was received mth gieat attention At both interviews Snridhar 
Pandit was very profuse m his professions of attachment to the 
British Government 

Nana Sahib has been long anxious to \asit Chanda, and has 
only been persuaded to delay his journey to witness the comple- 
tion of the marriage ceremonies and entertamments He continues 
very unwell, but the day of his departuie is not fixed Mohammed 
Meer Khan departed some time ago to Smdhia’s Camp by the 
route of Burhanpui 


Letter No 3 — ^Jenkms reports about the depredations of the 
Pindanes m Chhatisgarh and round about Nagpur. Inci- 
dentally he mentions that people went to Benares via Ratan- 
pur 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL DOVETON, COMMANDING IN BERAR 


Nagpur, the 31st March 1809 

You will have heard of a body of Pmdanes havmg crossed the 
Nerbudda, and proceeded towards Garah Mandia and Chhattis- 
garh At Gadarwara they completely plundered one of the 
Rajah’s Camps carrymg away above 400 horses and a large quanti- 
ty of baggage They made a hard push to overtake a large 'body 
of pdgrims proceeding by Ratanpore to Benares, but havmg 
failed m overtakmg them, they are now returned m number of 
about 2,500 to the neighbourhood of Rampaih a place forty coss 
north-east of Nagpur As that part of die country has not been 
often molested, they are coUectmg great plunder, and it is supposed 
to be their mtention to take a circuit to the south of Nagpur 
which would brmg them near the Wardha I think it necessary 
therefore to let you know where they now are, and I shall write 
you any further mtelhgence I may receive of their movements 
llie Rajah has at present no troops out after them, but is taking 
great, and more than usual precautions for the safety of the aty 


I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 17th 
March and am much obhged for the statement of Holkar’s force 
it contains There is a repoia today that Mahipat Ram has 
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appcnrctl in rhc nci^liliourhocxl of Burhnnpnr but accounts from 
Amraoti mention the Pinthncs lo Imc come tlotcn there m large 
numbers 

P^— I hate given intimation to the Naivah Snhlmi Khan of 
the present situation of tlic Pindarics 


Letter No 4,— The letter gives the whereabouU of Meer Khim 
and hii troops, and points out that Meer Khan wanted to 
canton his troops in Garha Mandla during the nuns. 

Frqm-R. jENMNS KESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL DOVCTON COMMANDING IN BFRAR 
Nagpur the 5th July 1809, 
I have had the pleasure of rcccmng yours ilatcd the i4tli 
ultimo 

Since that period Meer khan uho was Ijciwccn Bhopal and 
Bhelsa accompanied by Vazir Mohammed khan moved on 
Chynporc Ban which he summoned to surrender This ivas 
refused and a slight skirmish took place after which he marched 
to his present position bcinecn the Milages of Bamhni and 
Chownepara in the northern bank of the N^rbudda not far from 
ChouragarK From this place parties of horse conimually crossed 
that n\er wluch ovnng tnc scarcity of ram is mil foraable m 
every direction and pUmder the Rajah s country as far as Scorn 
Chamni, whilst other panics make incursions into Garah Mandla 
the Deobe (Doab) and Saugor countries. The most general report 
r^rding hii immediate intentions is that he tvill canton his 
troops m Gaiah Mandla during the rams at the same tune 
prosecuting his vicu-s of raising mon^ from Saugor which lately 
paid tribute to Smdhia co-operating inth Bhopal in recovering the 
places he has lost to the northwatd of the Nerbudda which he 
cannot however very effectually do until his balialions and guns 
]om him. The Rajah s force which was at Chynporc Barce has 
rt-crosficd the Nerbudda and » now cncaroped at Sohagpore. 
Five or SIX thousand Infantry arc left to defend the forts of Barec 
and Chouragarh. The latter is a hill fort pretty strong but taken 
even by the Rajah s troops m 16 days the former is a large place. 
Its pnnapal defence bemg a nver which almost cnarcles it and 
which u so dammed up as to render it unfordable in all parts of 
the year The Rajah has a connderabk force m Garha Mandla 
which with that at Sohagpur compnzmg his whole force m the 
field Sadik Ah Khan has set out to join the latter with Treasure 
and a small rcmforccmcnt, but although the Rajah has lately 
shown some disposition to act vigorously the devastation which 
his temtones do and must suffer and the almost certainty that 
troops will not fight will probably lead him to satisfy Meer 
Khan s demand. ^ 
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Letter No. 5. — ^The letter with its enclosures conveys the deter- 
mination of the Bntish Government to expel Meer Khan 
from Bhonsla’s territones if the former does not hsten to 
the remonstiances of the Governor-General 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT 

To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Fort St George, i6th October 1809 

The Governor General has had under lus consideration your 
successive reports regarding the proccedmgs and views of Meer 
Klian which in His Loidship’s decided judgment lequire to be 
ai rested by tlie most active and vigorous measures PIis Lordship’s 
sentiments and lesolutions on this subject will be made knovm to 
you by the enclosed copy of my private letter of yestei day’s date 
to Captain Sydenliam 

A reply to your dispatches together with tlie necessaiy mstruc- 
tions will be prepaied and transmitted to you with the least 
piacticable delay , in the mean time as it may be of importance 
that you should be apprized of the measures m agitation to repress 
the progress of Meer Klian’s ambitions and dangerous designs, I 
am directed to coniey to you this private intimation 

A letter to the Rajah apprizing him of the resolution of the 
British Government to protect or restore his doimnion by the 
expulsion of Meei Khan, if the remonstiances winch tlie Governor 
General has addressed to him should be disregaided is preparmg 
but without awaiting the leceipt either of that letter or your 
official instructions, it will be advisable that you should communi- 
cate to the Rajah the measures now m progress for his relief and 
you ivill of course make this communication to him m the mannei 
calculated to produce the most favourable impiession upon his 
mind 

The knowledge of our intention may be expected to invigorate 
the Rajah’s counsels and to encourage his exertions for his own 
defence (if not too late), until reheved and supported by the 
advance of the field force under Colonel Close with whom you 
will now of course directly correspond, and to whose suggestions 
with, regard to any arrangements m the powei of the Rajah to 
adopt m aid of the common cause, you will be careful to attend 

For your fuither information I also enclose an extract from 
Captam Sydenham’s dispatch to which my private letter refers, 
describing the force proposed by him and Colonel Close to be 
employed on this occasion 

To— CAPTAIN SYDENHAM 
My Dear Sir, 

Your express dispatch of the 8th instant reached the Presi- 
dency this afternoon The Governor General had at the time 
under consideration Mr Jenkin’s reports regardmg the views and 
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nrocccdtngj o£ Mccr Khnn and your luggotion respecting tl« 
necessity of equipping a force to act c^icntually against that Chief 
Is only an annapation of the resolution tvhich His Lordship was 
prepared to adopt 

His Lordship is decidedly of opinion that it is become indis- 
pensably necessary not merew to act on the defensive against 
Mccr l 6 ian but to oppose his progress to Nagpur or if he should 
have gamed the start of our operations to dnv'c him out of that 
countiy It 18 a question not sirnply whether vre shall aid the 
Bhonifa hut uhether we shall furfer another Mussalman power of 
considerable magnitude great aau it) and unbounded ambition 
to establish m India and on the most vulnerable point of our 
political interests On such a question there can be no doubt 

The plan for the formation of a field force whidi you have 
proposed m concert with Colonel Close has His Lordships entire 
approbation and the necessary orders and msmicoons for carrying 
it mto effect will be issued without delay In the mean time I am 
directed to convey to )ou this earliest intimation of Hii Lordships 
resolution that any measures and arTangements which you and 
Colonel Close can adopt to expedite the formauon of the intended 
field force, without airaumg me receipt of oifioal authority to 
that purpose may be punsuecL 

The Governor General is fully sensible of the benefit whxh 
the public semet would denve from the exerase of Colonel 
Closes disonguuhcd talents abilities, judgment and expencDCC 
m this conjuncture, is extremely anxious that he should assume 
the persoDil direaion of all the imhtary operations to be under 
taken and His Lordship proposes accordingly to vest the Colonel 
with the entire command of all the forces at Hyderabad at Scroor 
and on their march to the former Major General Champagne 
who holds the temporary command of the Poona Subsidiary force, 
inll according to an arrangement some time smee adopted be 
relieved by Lieutenant Colonel Moniresor who will proceed to 
jom that force with the utmost practicable expedition and act 
under Colonel Close s orders. 

Hii Lordship leaves it to the discretion of Colonel Close to 
proceed immediately to take the personal command of the Jalna 
force learmg orders for the other corps to join him. 

His Lordship bemg also highly sensible of the value of 
Colonel aosc s poUucai talents and of the expediency of the union 
of military and pohacal powers m such a situation further requests 
that he vnll accept the of all pobdcal affairs to the north 

ward connected with the objects of the proposed military measures, 
and It u His Lordship s mtennon to place Mr Jenkins under the 
authonty of Colonel Close who will also contmue to cicrasc at 
present. Your political functions will remam as Wore, and with 
respect to any discussians with the Durbar of Hydrabad on points 
to the operation of the field force, you will certainly feel 
no difficulty m actmg m concert with Colonel Cloac. 
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I Wish to Gooty(?) this evening to desire the body of silledar 
Horse originally directed to join Lieutenant Colonel Conran to 
countermarch and resume its ongmal destmation 

His Lordship mil probably write to the Nizam and the 
Peshwa on the subject of the proposed service, but you will not of 
course delay making the necessary commumcation to the Nizam 
until the arnval of the letter to His Ehghness 

The necessity of dispatch will, I trust, appeal to Colonel Close 
U sufficient apology foi my not addressmg him also at the present 
moment The pnnapal object of such an address indeed will be 
fully answered by your commumcatmg to him this letter 

Regular offiaal instructions to you and to Colonel Close will 
be prepared with the least practicable delay , m the meantime you 
and the Colonel are at liberty to act upon the mtimations contam- 
ed in this letter 

Fort St Geoige N B EDMONSTONE, 

The 15th October 1809 Chief Secretary to Government 


Extract from a letter from the Resident at Hyderabad, 
dated the Sth October 1809 

19 The system of mili tary operation, to be adopted against 
such an enemy as Meer Khan, should be similar to that pursued 
by Sir Arthur Wellesley against the Rebel Dhondia Wagh, and 
by Major General Smith agamst Meer Khan himself in Rohil- 
khand. This system would hold out the prospect of an early and 
decisive temunation of hostilities Any other system would lead 
to a protracted warfare, and might admit of Meer Khan’s un- 
molested return across the Nerbudda 

10 Takmg therefore into consideration the immediate 
danger which threaten to disturb the tranquillity of these terri- 
tories, the policy of being prepared for active operation agamst 
the whole force of Meer Khan , and tlie particular system of war- 
fare best adopted to bnng the contest to an early and favourable 
termination, I shall take the liberty of suggesting the amount and 
dfescnption of the force to be assembled on the frontier — 

Cavalry — 1 Regiment of Dragoons and 5 Renments of 
Native Cavalry with la Galloper Guns The troops 
of Horse Artillery 

Infantry — i Regiment of Europeans and seven Battalions 
of Native Infantry, ivith the usual proportion of 
Field Pieces 

If the situation of affairs m Mysore should admit of such an 
arrangement, I should venture to propose that from 1,000 to 2,000 
of the Sillehdar Horse be ordered m advance wth the Regiment of 
Dragoons About 3,000 of the Nizam’s regular Infantry and 2,000 
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of the beat Horae under the Nobob Salabat Khan ^ 

collected to act m conjunction \nth the Bntiah Force* The re- 
mainder of the Nizams Troops would be required to defend the 
country against the depredations of small bodies of Pmdancs and 
other plunderers. 

31 The plan which I venture to mb nit to )Our Lordships 
nouce would admit of the formation of a light corps consisting 
of Cavalry Horse Anillcry and the HanV. companies of the In 
fantry nfuch could aa scparatcK from the mam body of the 
force and would be aipablc of the most rapid moicmcnts 

3'^ From the measures which arc in progress for the relief of 
the Hydrabad Subsidiary force an Army of the above dcicnpuon 
could M collcacd without difficulty in any part of the Detxan 
Of the cavalry the ist Regiment is at Hyderabad the end at 
SerooT the 4ih and 8th at Jalna and the 7th vviih Lieutenant 
Colonel Conran The Horse Artillery it at Jalna Of the Infantry 
there arc 3 Battalions at Jalna — 2 Battalions at Hydrabad i Regi 
ment of Europeans and 2 Battalions with Colonel Conran A 
Regiment of Dragoons would be required to march from Bangalore. 
The amount of me force ma\ be esumated at 2 600 Cavalry with 
30 guns drawn by Horses ana 6400 Infantry with 16 Field Iheccs. 
That is 10,000 men (?) and 36 pieces of artillery 


Letter No 6— The letter Is important inasmuch as it conveys 
the determination of the Govemcr-General to drive out 
Meer Khan from any footing in or near the territories of the 
Bhonsla, and exphdns that the reasons lor this detenninn 
Don were two-fold viz. ( 1 ) not to let Meer Khan seek a re- 
vival of the Muslim power firstly by carvmg out a pnnd 
pahty for himself from Bhonslas temtones and then by 
combining with the Nizam against the British, and (U) to 
let the Bnonsla have some compensation for the Ion of his 
own territotiei out of what will be gained by the expulsion 
and destruction of Meer Khan. The details of military dis- 
position sure also outlined. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT FORT ST GEORGE. 

To-R. JENKINS ESQUIRE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Fort St George, the i8th October 1809, 

I am dircaed 10 acknowledge die receipt of your dispaiciet of 
the date* and number noted in the margm on the subject of the 
views and proceedings of Meer Khan and to crpresa to you the 
hi^h sense which the Right HonTilc the Governor-General enter 
tarns of the judgment and polmcal abihty manifested in the dis- 
cussion contained m your dispatch of the 8th of September 
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a It IS not neccssaiy to entei into a discussion on all the 
cases o£ which you have contemplated the possibility It is suHi- 
cient to infoim you that yom reasoning is generally appioved 

3 His Loidship cntiiely app'oves the tenoi of your letters of 
the I St instant to the addiess of the Resident at Hydeiahad and 
Lieut Colonel Doveton, copies of which have been transmitted to 
the Governoi-Gcneial by the foimei of these officeis It was 
obviously necessary undei any decision that Government might 
have formed in consequence of the pioceedmgs of Meei Klian to 
provide for the sccuiity of the frontier of oui ally the Nizam, and 
with reference to that object only it ivould have been requisite to 
move foiward to the eastern fiontier of Berai a consideiable force 

4 But considerations of a more extended nature have led 
the Goi ernor-Gcneral to determine to oppose Meci Khan’s design 
of subjugating the territories of the Rajah of Nagpur, and to 
drne him from the southivard of the Neibudda Even admitting 
that the present designs of Meer Khan are not so extensive as 
those which have been conjectuially asciibed to him the success 
of his immediate opeiations against the state of Nagpur are cer- 
tainly of a nature to msjnre them in the mind of a soldier of 
fortune, whose powder has been gradually and rapidly augmenting 
w'hose mdependance of the state to w'hich he is nominally subject 
has systematically been accomjdished, and wBose ambitious dis- 
position, eneigy of charactei and military talents, aie too w^elT 
know’n to w^arrant a belief that his scheme of aggrandizement wall 
be limited, so long as he shall be left at liberty to mature and ex- 
tend them 

5 The w^eak and inefficient condition of every other military 
powder in India (that of the British Government excepted) has 
afforded an ample field for the prosecution of wffiat appears to be 
the pnmary object of Meer Khan’s ambition to become the 
founder of a new^ Mussalman powder in India The danger to which 
the security and tranquillity of the British Empiie m India would 
be exposed by its accomplishment, is too obvious to need illustra- 
tion, and It would be difficult to imagine a case in which the exer- 
tion of our arms could be lequired upon piinciples more urgently 
and strictly defensive 

6 The question therefore to be decided is not simply whether 
It IS just and expedient to aid Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla m the 
defence or recovery of his dominion, although in point of pohey 
the essential change in the political state of India which would be 
occasioned by the extension of one of these substantive powers of 
the Deccan, might w^arrant and require our interference; but whe- 
ther an enterpnzmg and ambitious Musalman Chief at the head 
of aimy, irresistible liy any power, but that of the Company, should 
be permitted to establish his authority on the rums of the Rajah’s 
dominion, over territones contiguous to those of our ally with 
whom community of religion, combined with local power and 
resources, might lead to the formation of projects not uncongenial. 



NAGPUR RESIDENCn RECORDS 


98 


It IS to be tcared to the mmd of the Nizam and certainly consis- 
tent with the tdews and hopes of a powerful party m his dominions 
for the suhicrsion of the alliance Of such a question there can be 
but one solution 

7 Tlic Govcmor-Gcncral wih reference to these considcra 
uons has come to the dclcrmiriatlon to prevent the establishment 
of Mccr Khan s dominion on the rum of that of Rajah Ragho^ 
Bhonilau I am accordingly directed to transmit to you the 
accompanying letter from His Lordship to Mccr Khan requiring 
him to rclinnuiih hii designs against the state of Na^ur which 
you will be pleased to cause to (k conveyed to that Cnicftain the 
letter is accompanied by a copy and translation for your infer 
manon 

8 As It IS probable that Mccr Khan may refuse or evade a 
compliance with the desire expressed m that letter measures have 
been taken to collect an arm) to enforce it the arm) it to contiti 
of one Regiment of Hit Majesty Light dragoons a troop of Hortc 
Artilbry five Regiments of Native cavalry one Regiment of Hi* 
Majesty s Infantry and seven Battalions of Native Infantry with 
a body of Mysore Sillctlar Horse. W^ith the exception of the Rcgi 
ment of European dragoons this force can be furnished from the 
troops already within the Nirams dominions and ihote on their 
march to Hydrabad under LTcuienant Colonel Conran with the 
aid of a Regiment of Cavalry from Seroor But the whole arc not 
expeacd to be assembled m advance before the isi of December 

9 Colonel Clove is to assume the personal command of this 
Anny and i* also vested with powers of Political and Military con 
rn>l on all positions connectea vnth the proposed arrangements 
You will accordingly be pleased to attend to all his directions and 
to comraumcate to him all the intclhgcncc m your power and 
you mil concert with that officer in the means and mode of apply 
mg the cooperation of the Rajah of Nagpur m the contest now 
contcmplatca if it can m any way be made usefuL 

I a A force is to be collected in Bundclkhand as a prccau 
tionary measure, and this force will also be subject to the orders 
of Colonel Close if its cooperation should become cxpedicnL 

n The intention of Govcmmeni to protect Rajah Raghojec 
Bhonsla is expressed m the enclosed letter from the Governor 
General to His Highness which yon wiU be pleased to present to 
him a copy and translation accompany it for your information. 

I a The Rajah can hardly expect that we shall adopt those 
dcosions and expensive measures for his profecaon wimout a 
compensanon There cannot therefore be a doubt that he will be 
deeply impressed with a hi^ sense of the value and disinterested 
nw of our fnendship when he learns that it i* not the intention 
of the Right Hon*blc the Governor-General to demand any either 
in the way of tcmtcml cession or pecuniary paymenL 
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13 The Right Hon’ble the Goveinoi-Geneial does not consi- 
der that the Rajah possesses any claim to our protection still less 
to such a libeial exercise of it, but is induced notwithstandmg to 
act in this generous manner towaids His Highness by two princi- 
pal motives — 

First. — It must be considered that altliough oui pohcy 
opciatcs to the benefit of the Rajah m tlie high degree 
inasmuch as it saves him from complete destiuction 
and maintains him in dominion, our measures are 
produced by a sense of our own interests entirely 
whatevei might be his distress We should be 
prohibited from interfeimg by the established prin- 
ciples of our Government, if the consequences of his 
destruction were not dangerous to our mteiests We 
could not m truth claim the merit of coming forward 
exclusively for the Rajah’s benefit and though this 
consideration cannot be supposed to deprive us of the 
right to require some compensation for assistance so 
critical and important, the Govemoi General is of opi- 
nion that It IS entitled to some weight m dictatmg a 
liberal course of policy towards the Rajah 

Second — ^The Rajah suffered very severely by the result of 
war of 1803 more so comparatively in point after re- 
cent cessions than either Sindhia or Holkai by the 
result of their contests with us We have often ex- 
pressed our regret for his losses and our readiness to 
avail ourselves of any favourable opportunity to 
repair them The Right Hon’ble the Governor- 
General is of opinion that the giatuitous support to 
be at present afforded to His Highness may justly be 
considered a benefit of such magnitude as to super- 
cede whatever claims could be founded on our condi- 
tional promises and in a great degree to meet those 
pretensions to our favourable consideration which 
the Rajah has so frequently urged 

14 It IS possible also that our military operations may dis- 
possess Meer Khan of his territory of Seronge in which event its 
annexation to the Rajah’s dominions would be a measure of ex- 
pediency, both as an accession of resources to the Rajah, which 
will have proved to be politically desirable and as a further 
demonstration of the sincerity of our desire to compensate to a 
certain extent for the losses sustained during the last war 

To— MEER KHAN 

Wntten i6th October 1809 

I have been regularly apprized by the ordmary sources of in- 
telligence of your approach with a large force towards the terri- 
tories of His Higness Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla, 6f the demands 
which you have made upon His Highness in the name of Maha- 
rajah Jeswant Rao Holkar, and of the negotiations which have 
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ial.cn place on the subject of those demands bct,v\-cai Ilti IhehncM 
and you I ha\x also recently been informed of your hating 
actually mtaded and been employed In lubjugating JIu High 
ncsss temtory ot Garrah Mandla and it is confidently rerwned 
that you hate rcsolvoJ to carry your arms across the Ncrbuddi 
with a view to the entire conquest of the Rajah s dominions. 

I am unwilling to bchctc that you really cnicrtam this dcsirni 
of cadcatounng to subtert one of the pnncipal itai» of the 
Deccan and to establish your own power on its ruins but the re 
port of a project of such magnitude which vs calculatctl to disturb 
the established order of things in India anti to liy the foundation 
of anarchy and disorder m the Deccan it a subject of immediate 
concern to the ncighlwunng Coxemments nor can 1 tnatly con 
template the approach of a numerous army to the icrj 
of the temtorj of an all) of the Bnilsb Government Independ 
cntly even of the rcqnircmcot of the dominions of a rcgubr state 
contiguous to those of Ihs Highness the Nixam the expected 
approach alone of a foreign army to the \nanity of the latter it an 
event that requires on the pan of Hit Highness the Nizam and hii 
idly the British Coicmmcnt the adoption of measures of vigilance 
and secunty But when to that it added the apprehension that the 
object of Its approach is the acrual subversion of the dominion of 
one of the substannvc powers of the Deccan connected also in the 
bonds of amity with His Highness the Ntzam and the Bntish 
Government by the obligations of Treaty it becomes the duty of 
that Government and its allies to endeavour in the first instonor 
by fncndly adnee and rcmonsinincc to avert the cnli attending 
such irregular and improper designs, and at the same time to adopt 
those measures of precaution which the occasion requires 

I cannot admit the plea that you arc acting under the orders of 
Maharajah Jcsw'ant Rao Holknr because it is impossible to suppose 
that the Maharajah could either authonze the prosecution of the 
measures directccf to the subiugntion of the temtones of one of the 
greatest of the Chiefs of his own inbc or that possessing as he doer 
a sincere desire to maintain the relations of perfect amity and 
confidence with the British Government and its allies he coula sane 
tion a proicct tending so directly to tow the seeds of doubt and 
lujpiaon m their minds and to duturb the foundations of existing 
harmony and concord It is indeed well known that you have 
entirely separated your intcrcais and concerns from those of the 
Maharajah 

For these reasons I must cons'dcr your late measures and your 
present views as proceedmg entirely from yourself I therefore 
address myself directly to you and os it is impossible for the British 
Government and its allies to acquiesce m the prosecution of such 
designs against the temtones of Rajah Raghojee Bhonila and as they 
have consequently taken the resolution to oppose them if unhappily 
yw should persevere in the excess of them, I must express ray hope 
that you will abstim from the prosecution of those designs and 
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jJiat if \o\i '^liould arm.ilK h.ne tiossecl ilie Nciljiulda you wll 
lieromc s^tisihlc ih.it iht. tomtnu.nuc of voiir aimy in that position 
is iiKoinp.uilde wnh picstn.ition of (onlulcncc anti haiinony, and 
will gi.uif\ tin. wishts of the Bntish Go^CInl•ncnr and its allies 
h\ immediately withdiawtng it foi m a c.isc of this kind the 
interests of Mah.iia|.ih l^aghojce Rhonsla .ind those of the Biitish 
Goxcrnmtnt .ind its allies .no one and the same 

i\s the demantis that yon h.ae m.ule upon Raj.ih Raghojee 
Bhf»ns)a aie prefened in the n.ime of Maharai.ih jeswanr Rao 
llolkar the British Gtweinmem and its allies will he tlisposcd to 
hecome the medium of their amieahlc adjustment upon principles 
of stilt t c(|iniy and jnsticc net ween those chiefs The inieivcntion 
t)f \onr power can neithei he necessary noi jirojier 

A true copy 

N B KDMONSTONE, 
Chief Sccrct.iry to Goveinmcnt, 


To-RAJAII RAGIlOJKi: BlIOKkSLA 

Will ten i6th October 1809 

I ha\c recei\ctl wnh sentiments of e\tiemc concern the in- 
formation of (he actual nuasum of your ten nones north of the 
Ncihiidda by the troops of Mcer Khan and of his intention of 
crossing that n\er m the piosccition t)f his further violent .and 
unwari.mtahlc tlcsigns Although I trust that youi Highness’s 
exertions will succeed m lepcllmg this invasion, yet on the grounds 
of (he subsisting cordial amity bctw'ccn the two states as w'ell as on 
gcncial pnncijilcs of pioper jirccaution, I have resolved in concert 
wnli the allies to assemble a considerable foice on the eastern side 
of Berar and to oppose the cxccunon of Meer Khan’s improper 
designs or to compcll his retreat if he should actually have advanced 
to the southw'ard of the Nerbudda 

I have accordingly addressed a letter to Meer Khan advising 
him to abstain from the piosecution of his ambitious piojects and 
appii 7 ang him of the abo\c icsoluiion and a copy of that letter will 
be communicated to you for your information by Mi Jenkins to 
w'hose vcibal representations 1 beg leave to refer you for furtlier 
particulais and w'lth w'hom I request youi Highness will communi- 
cate on the subject of your if Meer Khan should dis- 

regard the admonition cont.imed m my letter 

A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE, 
Chief Secietary to Government 
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Letter No 7 —The letter mentions that the Pindarics under 

Khan and Shahamat Khan had crossed the Nerbudda that 
skirmishes had taken place between them and Sadik Khan 
Bhonslas Commander had been surrounded and that 
Bhonilas troops had been stationed to encounter them 

From-K JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To-COI ONEL B CLOSF RESIDENT AT POONA 

Nagpur the ;jisr Oaober 1809. 

"V esterday mommg I received a report that Shahamat Khan 
mth about 1,000 Pathan horse and some Pjndancs had crossed the 
Nerbudda at Tebvarry I wrote a note to enquire whether the 
Raja had any intelhgence on the subject to which I reccivxd an 
answer that the Rajait had received report* by a Sawar that some 
Pindancs had crossed but no certain accounts, 

2 In the cv'cnmg Jeswant Rao came to vLsit me and persisted 
in the same account which he said he had heard personally from 
the Rajah to whom he had immediately shown my note. He 
informed me that Amrut Rao Bukshi who vm encamped beyond 
Chapara with about ?,ooo horse and Infantry and 6 guru had 
sent his heavy baggage hither and proceeded to form a junction 
with Sadik Alt at or near Simugger 

3 I desenbed to Jeswant Rao the accounts which I had heard, 
and I told him that my objea m enquiring was to convey to you 
the earliest and most correct imclligcnce which of course woula be 
received by the Rajahs Government your operation* I said would 
probably be much innucnccd by mtelhgcncc from this quarter 
Jeswant Rao said that the Rajah Wd desired him to assure me that 
he would communicate any correct accounts which might reach 
him, as soon as they arrived and that he expected m the course of 
the cvenmg to receive more particular reports than the present, 
of which he would not fail to apprize me. 

4. I still continued to hear reports of a large body of horse 
having passed the nver and even of skirmishes having taken 
place with Sadik Ah Khan Between 8 and 9 odock pjm 
Jailashan Pandit visited me. He said he had been sent by the 
Rajah to read to me a letter which had that moment amvw from 
Sadik Ah Khan The letter was dated the 17th Ramzan or a7th 
October and stated m substance, that he had already written 
accounts of previous occurrences to the Rajah that the enemy had 
surrounded turn, with his horse that he bad skirmished with them 
successfully and was then cndcavouiing to amuse the enemy with 
n^oaatmg on his demands for money until Amrut Rao Bukahcc 
might join his Camp That the Rajah need be under no alarm for 
that when the Bukshec amved he thought the two force* in con 
junction would be more than a match for the enemy 
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5. I endeavoured to ascertain from Jaikishan Pandit what 
might have been the communications to which the letter referred 
and whether the Rajah knew the number of the enemy which had 
crossed or the Chief who commanded them, but I could not succeed 
m drawing particulars from him, whether the Durbar was ashamed 
to own what would tend to show the insincerity of its former com- 
munications which I am mclmed to believe is the case, or that 
particulars had not reached the Rajah I thought however that 
i could collect from Jaikishan Pandit’s replies, that there was some 
reason to believe Meer Khan to have crossed the river m person 

6 In speaking of the collective amount of the Rajah’s forces 
to the northward, Jaikishan Pandit allowed that they were under 
15,000 men, although they were called 20 or 30 thousand and he 
said that the Rajah imght be able to muster between four and five 
thousand at Nagpur, including about a,ooo which are all His High- 
ness has with him at Ramtek There are only four guns with 
the Rajah at this place, but between 20 and 30 at Nagpur not, how- 
ever, I am afraid m any complete state of equipment 

7 Since I commenced this dispatch I have heard from some 
Plircarrahs of my own, and from my news writer at Mundla that 
Meer Kdian has crossed m person, that Shahamat Khan who was 
encamped at the Telwarry Ghat had refused to obey Meer Khan’s 
orders to proceed m fiont, and that the force which Meer Khan 
has brought uith him consists of 9,000 Pathan horse and 2,000 
Pindarics with 5 guns 

8 I am m momentary expectation of a visit from Jeswant 
Rao, and I shall not close this dispatch until I can communicate the 
result of his visit 

P S — I have this instant received accounts direct from Meer 
Khan’s Camp on this side of the Nerbudda, by which it appears 
that he has crossed uath about 12,000 horse and 7 guns and is en- 
camped within three coss of Sadik All Khan Jeswant Rao who 
has just visited me mentioned nothing which it is particularly 
necessary to add to this dispatch, but pressed the rapid advance of 
the British troops and if possible, of a small detachment of 2 or 
three battalions for the immediate aid of the Rajah I, of course, 
did not encourage the latter hope, but said generally that you 
would no doubt be desirous of making every possible haste to 
relieve the Rajah 

Letter No 8 — ^The letter describes the disposition of the Bhonsla 
towards the British offer of drivmg out the Pmdanes and 
the movements of the Pmdan leaders 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL B CLOSE, RESIDENT AT POONA 

Camp at Ramtek, the 4th November 1S09 
Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit for your information a copy of 
my official dispatch No 8 of this date to the addre‘^^ of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-Genrak 
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a. From content* )ou wU ob<cr\c that the Governor 
General b letter to the Rajah has not afforded to H»g Highness that 
complete satisfaction nhich it was calculatctl to prcxlncc on a mind 
less distnistfiil and suspiaoui and that the confidence with nlnch 
Hi 5 Highness appeared to meet my communication of the generous 
and ihsmtcrcstcn intentions of Government has been somcwl'.dt 
*haVcn by the circumstance of the assurances which I gave him 
that the support to be affortleil was to lie gratuitous not licing 
expressly mentioned in that letter A* a mere instance of IIis 
Highness 8 su'piaous temper and jealousy of our views I confess 
1 am not indinetl to look on this incident in anv light inconsistent 
with the sentiments which I cxpnrwctl in m) dispatch of the and 
instant mih regard to His Highness* feelings on the subject of 
OUT support if ^tuitously granted With these impressions I 
made tnc suggestion to His Highness mentioned m the loth pan 
graph of my address to the Governor-General and it seemed to 
meet His Highness s entire approliation 

3 It has occurred to me that a letter from you to the Rajah 
communicntlng your depanure from Hvdcrabad and the orders 
which )ou have received to affonl the contemplated supjiort to Hii 
Highness against Mccr khan and mentioning at the same time 
that this support vra* to be gratuitous and unconditionnl might 
have the effect of ginng immediate confidence to His Highness b) 
adding the weight of vour authority to my representations I offer 
this suggestion with d^uc deference to your mpenor judgment 

4. In my dispatch of the and instant I had the honour to 
mennon the accounts which had been received of Mecr Khans 
retrograde movement t received a ti'^tc this morning from 
Jeswant Rao mforming me that intclUgcncc had last night reach 
ed the Rajah that Meet Khan has rccroiscd the Ncrbuddi witli 
all hii force, and that the Rajahs two armies had united and 
were about to move m advance. 

5 On this event or the causes of it I will not at present offer 
any opmion, as well because the intelligence docs not seem to be 
yet entirely authenticated as that I am not furnished with con 
cotmiant facts sufTicieni to enable me to form nnv correct or 
confident judgment 


I have to honour to be 
Sir 

^our roost obedient humble serv’ant 
R. JENKINS 

Acting Resident at Nagpur 

The same as the above to — 

I Cap^n Sydenham, Resident at Hyderabad dated ah 
November 1809, ^ 
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Letter No. 9. — Colonel Close mtimtaes what he proposes to do m 
the accomphshment of his task of encountering and expel- 
ling Meer Khan and requests Jenkins to procure certain 
facihties from the Rajah for the British army when it 
enters his domimons. 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE, NORTH BANK OF THE 
GODAVERY, KHAIR 

To— R JENKINS. RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Khan, die 6th November 1809 

I am just honoiucd with your dispatch of the 24th Octobei. 
which IS so full and satisfactory relative to every subject on which 
I was desirous of being promptly informed, as to have completely 
anticipated the objects of my letter dated die 26di ultimo 

As the Rajah has. with cordiality and giatitude, accepted the 
liberal offei of the British Government, to protect him against 
the unjust and lapacious projects of Meer Khan, I have but one 
object for immediate attention which is, to assemble at Amraoti 
as soon as possible, the foice destined to be employed 

I shall be at Jalna by the 12th instant, and have the prospect 
of being able to march from thence with the troops of Horse 
Artillery, 5 Regiments of Native Cavalry and four Battalions of 
Native Infantrj’', with a suitable pioportion of AitiUary m time to 
reach Amraoti by the 1st December and before diat date, I shaU 
probably be joined by His Majesty’s 22nd Dragoons and the extra 
troops of Horse Artillery from die Karnatik This force accom- 
panied by a select Corps of His Highness the Nizam’s Troops, 
uall be strong enough to cross the Wardlia and operate m the 
Rajah’s territories immediately against the Enemy for the purpose 
m view But a detachment of i Regiment of European Infantry 
and three Native Battalions, is about to march under Lieutenant 
Colonel Conran from Hydrabad, for Amraoti, by the direct line 
of Nanded and Basim in order to join me m advance by such 
concerted movements as the circumstances of the juncture may 
require The whole force destined to be employed then, mU con- 
sist of two troops of Horse Artillery, i Regiment of Dragoons, 
5 Regiments of Native Cavalry, i Regiment of European Infantry 
and 7 Native Battalions, with upwards of 40 Field pieces Hie 
object of the Governor-General’s letter to Meer Khan being 
to prevent that Chief from crossing the Nerbudda, it is extremely 
desirable that the whole of the Rajah’s ingenuity and mihtary 
resources should be employed to favour its having that effect, 
until the British Force can be suffiaently advanced to cover the 
Rajah’s territory and particularly Nagpore 

By late dispatch from the Actmg Resident at Smdhia’s Dur- 
bar, it would appear that Balaram Sait was secretly united with 
the party which obhged Ghuffoor Kdian to quit HoLkar’s Camp 
However this may be, a late Akbar from the Northtyard mentions 
H 
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ttflt a salute was fired in HolXars Camp a* a demonitTaiion of 
loy on account of Mccr Ivhan t success at Jubbulporc against the 
Rajahs troops 

As the service proceeds yon mil give your attention to the 
aradc of supplies ^cc and Ghana, arc the grains which vnli be 
most ivantcu and the dealers of the Rajah s tcmionci may be 
assured of the fullest secuniy and of finding our camp iJazars 
regulated on the fairest pnnaplcs. Bunjancs from Nagpur 
constantly frequent Berar and I shall be happy to be informed of 
any proposals which may be received from tnem or any engage 
ments they be brought to conclude for the supply of our 
trooOT in the Held I am not informed whether it is usual with 
the ^jah to form magazines of provisions for the subsistence of 
his troops but if he be prevailed on to store grams at the present 
juncture at comcnicnt places )ou can apprize the Minister that 
Rice and Ghana arc most inmtcd for the consumption of the 
British Troops 

I than keep you regularly infonncd of my progress, and be 
mudi gratified uy hcanng from you frequently on the service. 

I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Your most obedient humble sennot, 

B CLOSE 
Colonel 


Letter No lo. — Colonel Close wants to know the real cause of 
Meer Khans retreat and intimates that be will arrive at 
Jalna on lath November 

FRoit— COLONEL B CLOSE. 

To—R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Dated the nth November 1809. 

I have to admowledge your dispatches of the and and 4th 
instant, the latter accompanied by your address No 8 to the Right 
HonTiIe the Govemor-GcncniL 

If Meer Khan has actually rccrosscd the Nerbudda with his 
whole force, his retreat must be owing to some cause besides the 
juncture of the Rajahs troops under Amrut Rao Bukshec, as he 
would scarcely have crossed the nver m force without knowing 
the number and dcscnptiop of the troops which the Rajah had m 
advance to oppose him, and if the Govcmor-Gencral s letter had 
prcnouily readied him it would scarcely have occasioned so 
decided and sudden a change in lus procccdmgt To ascertain the 
real oicumstanccs then, which have mduced mm to retire m such 
haste Bccms to be important, as it m^y afford ft due to the mouvc^ 
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whicli induce the Rajah to manifest so much suspiaon of the 
uprightfulness of Government, and so httle disposition to make 
you satisfactoiily acquainted witli tlie real state of his means and 
preparations and the paruculars of the intelligence which he 
receives from the fiontier 

I shall be happy to learn from you at an early period, how far 
It may be likely that Bunjaries from the Rajah’s territories may 
he permitted to frequent tlie British Bazar when the troops arrive 
m Berar 

I shall be at Jalna tomoriow and from thence address a letter 
to tlie Rajah, leferrmg to tlie paiticulars which you have lately 
imparted to him from the Go\ ernor-General and intimaung my 
arrival at Jalna, and my mteiition to march foi the vicmity of 
Amraoti witliout loss of time 

I would avoid gmng him any assurances on the point which 
had led to his addressing the Governor -General, both because he 
will probably receive an answer from Ins Lordship m a short 
period, and because it is desirable that nothing should occur to 
afiEoid His Highness the means of inference even, that any of your 
communications to him can be regarded as requirmg confirmation 


Letter No. ii — ^The letter conveys information about the move- 
ments of Meer IChan, the mihtary disposition of Bhonsla’s 
troops and British troops, and the plans of the British Gov- 
ernment to attack Meer Khan 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL MARTINDELL, OFFICER COMMAND- 
ING IN BUNDELKHAND 

Camp Ramtek, the 14th November 1809 

1 have the honour to transrmt for your notice an extract from 
a letter which I have just received from Colonel Close 

2 You wiU of course have received mstructions from the 
Government of Bengal on the subject of the service m contempla- 
tion to arrest the execution of the designs of Meer Khan against 
the state of Nagpur, and of the general military and political 
powers entrusted to Colonel Close m all pomts connected with that 
service mcluding the direction of the operations of the British 
Troops assembled m Bundelkhand, if their employment should 
become expedient to reduce that power of that Chief 

Previously to the receipt of the Governor-General’s letter 
requiring him to desist from the prosecutmg of his ambitious 
projects m this quarter, Meer Khan had recrossed the Nerbudda ; 
but the Rajah’s Commander Sadik Ah Khan prevailed upon hun- 
to recross that nver under pronuses of a considerable pecumary 
contribution, which however, were entirely deceitful and made 
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mth the objea of defemng the penod of more wnous hosuhtics 
until the junction of reinforcements from this quarter which has 
imcc taken pbcc. 

On Mccr Khan s return to his encampment in Garrah Mandla 
he rcccncd Go\cmor-Gencnl 5 letter and I yesterday fonvard 
cd to Fort St George his reply which he accompanied by a letter 
to my address From the contents of the latter document it 
appears evident that he is not inclined to submit and he expressly 
says that if the British Government persists in its interference, he 
will mvadc the British tcmtoncs 

Under these arcumstanccs I am of opinion that your iramcdi 
ate attention should be directed to the objects pointed out in 
Colonels (?) dispatch. The first object of courre appears 
to be to advance the force under your aimmand if m a state of 
preparation for that purpose to sudi a pome as shall at once 
thr^ten Mecr Khans rear and enable you c\entually to occupy 
Scrorqe, and the other places in his possession in iliat quarter 
The Rajahs Army is now advanced to the Tclwany Ghat inth 
the mtention of prosecuting offensn'c hostihties against Mccr 
Khan but I do not consider it unlikely that he may endeavour to 
get into Its rear by crossing the Nerbudda at another point which 
iTould enable him to gam the start and if he were active, to 
on Nagpur which nxiuld be totally unproteacd at lean agamtt 
such an army ai his and the Bntish forces imdcr Colonel Gose 
arc not expeaed to be m advance before the 1st December 

Mecr Khan hunsclf I understand has moved to Palhun on 
leavmg the advance of the Rajahs troops The object of his 
movement docs not yet appear but it is ixportcd to be intended 
to permit the Rajas troom to cross the Nerbudda, and to secure 
his baggage whilst he fails on the enemy to advamage with his 
horse. A successful battle would render soli more probable the 
immediate prosecution of hu designs against the capital which 
would then be completely uncovered. Should you therefore 
receive mtelhgcncc or Mccr Khan agtun crossing the Nerbudda, it 
would be still more necessary for the Bntish force m Bundclkhand 
to make immediately such movements and even to undertake such 
offensive operations as local circutnstances may appear to you to 
render judiaous and useful to alarm Mccr KKan for his rear and 
baggage, which he would probably detach in that case to a more 
no^OTy position. His family too is represented to be at Sher 
gurh, a fort situated between «ronjc and Kotta and it is reason 
able to thmk that any forward movement of your force might 
give him apprehensions for thar safety 

The Rajah has at present no troops m Garrah Mandla, but he 
has a force of two or three thousand Infantry at Chynpore, towards 
which place a body of Rndanes arc said to be advancing accordmg 
to agreements with this Government for the purpose of falhng on 
Mecr Khans baggage. The forts of Dhamoonec, Tcjgarh and 
Mandla arc soil m the Rajah s possession the former is said to be 



PlNDARlES 


m 


at present invested by Rajah Murdan Singh of Garrah Kota, ihe 
friend and ally of Meer Khan By every account Beenayuk Hao 
of Saugoi IS only sub-servient to Meer Khan from the immediate 
impression of fear, and he is said to be only waitmg for a favoui 
able occasion to manifest his hostile disposition towards tliat Chief 
by joining in his expulsion from that quarter 

I shall desire tliat ordeis may be sent to any of the Raj.iti s 
Commanders of troops or foits which may eventually be m .i 
position to render it necessary or useful, to correspond with you 
and to pay every attention m their power to your communications 
for the common benefit 

About tlie I St of Decembei Colonel Close expects to be at 
Amraoti, about 96 imles from hence, with His Majesty’s 22nd 
Dragoons, five regiments of native cavalry, two troops of horse 
artilleiy and four battalions of native infantry The battahons oi 
native infantry and one regiment of European infantry are by this 
time on their marcli from Hyderabad to the same place, which 
will make the army of the Deccan consist of two troops of Horse 
Aitillery, one regiment of Dragoons, five regiments of Native 
Cavalry, one regiment of European Infantry and seven Native 
battalions witli upwards of 40 Field pieces independently of select 
corps of the Nizam’s and Mysore troops, which are to be attached 
to the Army 


Letter No 12 — ^It is an important letter. Jenkms desenbes his 
discussion with Jeswant Rao regardmg the mtention of the 
British Government m undertakmg a campaign against 
Meer Khan, the preparation made for it, and the assistance 
required from the Bhonsla to further the project 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL CLOSE, JALNA 

Nagpur, the 16th November 1809 

1 have had the honour to receive your letters of the 6th and 
8th instant, and should sooner have rephed to the former could I 
have given you any deaded information on the subject of Bunjar- 
nes and supphes 

2 Immediately on its receipt I set to enqmre mto the present 
state of the com trade of the Rajah’s terntones and to ascertam 
the extent to which I might be able to procure engagements from 
dealers, but from some circumstances which formerly occurred 
with regard to Bunjarnes who were carrying gram to'Terar and 
were m consequence entirely plundered by Nana Sahib, the 
Bunjanes require security from the Rajah before they can venture 
to enter mto any terms whatever I had at the same time com- 
municated Meer Khan’s letter to my address to the Rajah and 
mtimated to Jeswant Rao that I wished to see him as soon as 
possible on business 



no 


NAGPUR RESIDENCY RECORDS 


3 Jcswant Rao did not Tint me until yesterday He then 
communicated to me the contenu o£ a letter which had been 
received from Sadik, All Khan and Anuut Rao Bukahcc mention 
mg tliat they had crossed the Nerbudda at the Tclburry Ghat on 
the 13th instant and that Mccr Khan had fallen back about four 
cosi to Patnm and sent hit baggage still further in the rear The 
Rajah • army had left all its bagCTge at Simagger The Iciieii 
rCTresented Meet Khans retrogi^c movement as the consequence 
of fear and signified an intention of shortly attacking him to 
which Ghatgay uas particularly inclinwl and threatened to do it 
inth his own small force if his colleagues would not shortly deter 
mine upon such a measure, 

4, I told jesvvam Rao that \ thought Mecr Khan l\ad prob- 
ably other news in declining to oppose the passage of the Ncr 
buada wnce he had before shown that he was not afraid of the 
Rajah s armies I hope he would not be able to gain the rear of 
His Highness s forces uy crossing a body of horse at another Gliar 
which would be a senous coasiacration in the event of an im 
successful battle on the part of Sadik AU but of course I said 
Sadik Ah would be awasc of any dangers of that son if they 
existed. 

5 I then mentioned that as an unsucEessful battle might 
open the way for Meer Khan to the capiiak u would be a great 
pomt that It should if possible, be postponed until you should be 
nearer and able eventually to cover wagpur the plunder of whldi 
must be a great object to Meer Khan s hungry troops 

6. Jeswant Rao said that Meer Khan had of course his own 
plans, and he mentioned that he was in expectation of the early 
ainval of his battahoni from the nonhuara mth which he had 
about 50 guns as well as of Kurcems Dhurroh who had a g re ed 
to jom him. Meer Khan had tried also to mduce the Pmd^a 
who were under engagements with the Rajah to unite with him 
but without effect- 

7 Jeswant Rao then alluded to Mccr Khan s letter at the 
contents of which he said the Ratah was surpnzed as he could 
hardly have thought Meer Khana presumption would have been 
80 great, as not only to refuse compliance with the Governor^ 
General • miunctioiis but to threaten even the British temtones. 
He asked what would be done. 

8 I rephed that I had sent a copy of it to you, and had also 
forwarded one with Mccr Khans rcjdy to the Govcmor-Gcncral, 
that from Mccr Khan s expressions it was still more evident that 
if his designs on the Rajah had succeeded they would not have 
rested there, and there was nothing m it whicn did not demons- 
trate the necessity of rqire ss mg ms irrcgalar and ambitious 
designs. 

9. I then mentioned that it would be proper for the com- 
mander of His Highness s troops m advance to open a corres- 
pondence with the Bntiih officer m Bundelkhand from which 
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province a force was preparing to co-operate according to circum- 
stances I thought this a proper occasion for communicatmg the 
further liberal intentions of Government to give the Rajah Seronje 
and other places belonging to Meer Khan in that quarter, should 
the event of hostihties put them at our disposal, and I remarked 
that this intention, when known to the Rajah would be an addi- 
tional proof, were any wantmg, of the generous fnendship of the 
Governor-General who wished to extend the Rajah’s power and 
dominions and as His Lordship had before declared, only waited 
for an occasion m winch it could be done upon those prmciples of 
justice and honour which always regulated the views and conduct 
of the Bntish Government. 

10 Jeswant Rao said that the intention which I had men- 
tioned was mdeed a proof that the promises of the British 
Government whether they related to immediate or future conjunc- 
tures, were never made m vam, and His Highness had always 
relied upon those which the Governor-General had afforded to 
him m the confidence that they would be performed Jeswant 
Rao added that orders would be sent to Sadik Ah Khan imme- 
diately to open a correspondence with the Commander of the 
British troops m BundellAand to whom he would send a Karkoon 
to keep up a mutual mtelhgence and to be the medium of com- 
munication on points relatmg to the common cause 

1 1 I then mentioned that I had heard from you on a subject 
m which the Rajah imght probably have it m his power to contri- 
bute considerable benefit to the common cause I alluded I said 
to the article of supplies which were a very important considera- 
tion in the scale of mihtary operations, and I asked whether the 
Rajah had any magazines of provisions for the use of his armies 
Jeswant Rao rephed in the negative, and mentioned that it was 
not customary with the Rajah to make depots of gram, and that 
this was not well calculated for them, from the paucity of fortified 
places There were generally plenty of Bunjanes who frequented 
the armies, and brought gram from the surroundmg country 
The principal Bunjanes he said were inhabitants of Malwa and 
they only required to be mvited to attend m any numbers 


12 I desired Jeswant Rao to suggest to the Rajah that there 
were two modes m which His Highness might forward the service 
The first was to let me have His Highness’s Cowle for all Bunjaries 
who nught chose to engage to carry supplies to the British forces 
from any part of His Highness’s domimons, which would remove 
their present backwardness to enter mto terms wiA me The 
second was to estabhsh depots of gram m convenient positions, 
which would afford still greater faahty to the movements of the 
Bntish troops I said I need not mention to Jeswant Rao the fair 
and honourable prmciples on which the Bazars of Bntish Camps 
were regulated and His Highness might be assured of that regard- 
ing the dealers of his temtones with the Bntish Camp. 
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13. Jcswant Rao said that he would mention tlic nibicct to 
the Rajah and let me know Hl» Highness* sentiments 1 told 
Jesnant Rao that the semcc would now be pressing and I hoped 
His Highness would toon favour me with an answer I alto men 
uoned that nee and chuna would be the pnnapal articles 
required 

14 I Tvrotc again to Jeswant Rao thw morning requesung 
that the Conic I had required might be sent me in order that I 
might commence negotiating with any Bunjancs who might be at 
hand Jeswant Rao^s promised me an ansircr in the ctcning 
for which I am itill waiting 

15 Immediately on the receipt of your dispatch of the 8th I 
addressed the letter to the Officer Commanding in Bnndelkhand of 
irhich the enclosed Is a copy I sent the duplicate of it to be 
forwarded to the Rajahs Commander in Gurrah Mandb for the 
purpose of being dcluercd by the Carcoon who is to be dispatched 
to llunddkhand and at the same time informed Colonel iSlartm 
dell of the advance of the Rajah • army across die Nerbuddo- 
Jeswant Rao has informed roc by note since I commenced this 
dispatch that the whole army had advanced to Juhbulporc and 
that as the enemy was but a few cois distant a tattle might be 
expected I am layme a Dawke to ibc Nerbudda to take the first 
advantage of Mcer Kiians movement from Garrah Mandla to 
extend u to BundelkhancL 

id I am sorry it is not in my power to afford you any 
mforraatiOQ you mention in the last paragraph of your letter of 
the 8th, I inall fonrard an extract from your letter to the 
GovemoT*Gencra! I Agent in Bundelkband who may probably be 
able to furnish any geographical description which may exist of 
most of those countnes ana I think ic likely that tne Acting 
Resident in Smdhias Camp may have some suncy of the country 
from SaugoT to Nerwa 

P S — I have omitted to mention that Jcsirant Rao in the 
conference which I have described above said that the Rajah 
desired him to make particular enquiries about your movements 
and to express his hops that you would soon be on the vicmicy of 
AmraotL 


Letter No 13— Jenkins reports the details of the defeat of Mccr 
Khan and his expulsion by Sadik All Khan, the Commander 
of Bhonsla, 

From— R. JENETOS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

To— COLONEL CLOSE. 

Nagpur the aand November 1809 

I had yesterday the honour to mention the mtcUigencc com 
mumcated to me ly Jeswant Rao of the defeat of Meer Khan by 
ihc Rajah s troops m the cremng Jertrant Rao vijitcd me. 
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2 He said he \ias sent by die Rajah to leply to my fnendly 
congratulations, and to offer those of His Highness to ' me, m 
return, on an event so auspicious to the views and wishes of the 
two states The Rajah, he piocceded. on the leceipt of my note 
requesting die communication of particulars, had ordered him to 
read to me the letters which His Highness had received from 
Sadik Ah and Amrut Rao relating the circumstances of the battle 

3 These papers Jcswant Rao accordingly read to me They 
were m substance diat the Rajah’s Commandeis had pursued their 
march from Jubbulpore m the hope of bringing Meer Khan to a 
battle near Katangi, but that on their arrival diere they found 
that Meei Kian had marched from thence to the Jubra Ghat 
neai Tejgarh, and about eight Gondi Goss from Katangi (probably 
22 miles), that immediately on dieir arrival at Katangi they 
determined to endeavour to surprize Meer Kian m his encamp- 
ment and that accordingly very early on the morning of Fnday, 
the i7di instant, Sadik All Kdian moved off with all the infantry 
and guns, but before he could reach the enemy the day had broke 
and Meer Khan had previously sent his baggage with lus 
infantry and guns across the Ghat lemammg Inmself only with 
his best horse and four or five small guns Sadik Ah began the 
battle with the infantry and guns, and kept up a heavy fire until 
he was supported by the whole of the Rajah’s horse, as when the 
action became general and close, many were killed and wounded 
on both sides, and towards evening Meer Khan left the Rajah’s 
troops in possession of die field of batde with four elephants, 
nearly a thousand horses, many standards amongst which some 
were of note and pnsoncis of rank 

4 The loss of the enemy was supposed to have been great as 
well as that of the Rajah’s forces, whicli however was not yet 
ascertamed Although some respectable persons were known to 
have been slam Ghulam Haider Bukshee particularly distinguish- 
ed himself on this occasion and bore a great part of the brunt of 
the enemy’s charges which were desperate and bold, but ultimately 
defeated Sadik All also speaks of Ghatgay’s exploits m terms of 
great praise, as well as of die conduct of the Rajah’s Pagah, and 
Its Chiefs After the batde Meei Khan was said to have passed 
the Ghat, and marched seven coss, and Sadik Ah Khan encamped 
on the spot as his tioops were too much harassed to pursue He 
hoped to get possession of those of the enemy’s guns which were 
in the action and which he beheved he had not earned away 
beyond the Ghat, and other accounts reported that Meer Khan 
was himself wounded, and many of his pnncipal Sirdars slam 

5 When Jeswant Rao had concluded the letter, I expressed 
myself highly gratified with their contents, and said, I was sure 
the Governor-General and yourself would be highly gratified with 
an event which vmdicated the honour of the Rajah’s Government 
so long presumptuously insulted by Meer Khan and pronused still 
fairer prospects of victory over lawless plunder and rapine, 

15 
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6 . I asked Jeau-ant Rao what was aniiapatcd with regard 1 ° 
the futufc proceedings of Mccr Kimn Jesuant Rao replied that 
the Rajah thought he might either 30m his battalions or to to 
Ilolkar^s Camp if he did not renew his mamions In a day or 
nro more would be knoim about bis mouons which ivould alight 
upon his intcnoons m these respects Ills battalions were not yet 
ami-cd in the \ianity and Balanm Sait was hi^ enemy m Holkars 
Camp He added that he had to correct what he had told me 
before about the Pindarics who had joined Mccr Khan They 
were Dost Mohammed s and not Kanm » Dhurrah 

7 I asked where the Pindancs were who had enraged ivith 
this Government He said that by the last accounts they were at 
Bhopal and thCT would probably harass Mccr Khan in his re 
treat Jeswant Rao made further cnnuincs about vour move 
menu and whether the Bundelkhand force ivould undertake any 
offensive operations against Mccr Khan I communicated what I 
knew of your movements from your dcspaidi of the 17th instant 
which I had the honour to receive ycsierday and with regard to 
the Bundelkhand force I said I had not )ct heard of lU having 
advanced to the frontier and that its ojxrations ivouId depend 
upon your orders 

8 1 again pressed Jeswant Rao on the subject of the Banja 
ncs who ha\-c not yet heim with me and he again promised that 
they should come to me. and ctcuscd the delay which had occurred 
on the grounds of the present Hindu festival which kept the Rajah 
and his ministers almost entirely at the temple from which he 
hirasdf had been sent to me b) the Rajah 


9. The arcurosumces which have led to Mcer Khans re 
treat and to the occurrence of the i7ih so uncxpeaedly favourable 
to the Rajahs cause seem to require some development In a 
private letter which I received jcsicrday from the Governor 
Generals Agent m Bundelkhand da»cd the loth instant in ac 
knowledgment of the letter which I addiesscd to him rcspcctmg 
the force at Kuckcroutec os mentioned m raj dispatch of the 
apth ultimo he mfonus me that he should instantly suggest to the 
Commandmg Officer in Bundelkhand to make ihar fora consist 
mg ongmalfy of seven companies of Infantry two six pounders 
and a troro of cavalry of suflfiacm strength to maintam that 
position. This would probably have been immediately done. 

10 Mccr Khan mov-cd from Tclwarry to Jubbulporc I 
beheve on Ac mth Sadik Ali crossed the Nerbudda on the nth 
and pro^bly on the same day Mecr Khan rccrosscd the Hinee 
NaJ and encamp on this side of Kaiangi. Mccr Khan appears 
TO have rem^ed near that position uU the 15th or i6th andto 
^vc marched agam on one of these dates to the Jubra Ghat al 
wavs sendmg ^ baggage one day m advance together with his 
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1 1 Meer Khan would doubtless be aware of the probability 
of his real being menaced fiom Bundelkhand, although he might 
or might not have heard of any movements of troops m that quai- 
ter and that with the Rajah’s aimy m his front he might be 
hampered in his retreat fiom Garrah Mandla The Govemoi- 
General’s lettei would of course have its influence on his mind 
however he might wish to conceal it by the outward display of- 
msolance and disregard It is piobable therefore that to these 
umted causes more than to anyone m particular, may be attributed 
his determination to evacuate the province 

The same as the above to — 

Captam Sydenham, dated 231 d 
H Russell, Esq , dated 24th 
Lieutenant R Close, dated 25th 

Letter No 14 — ^This letter mdicates the route that Colonel Close 
was to take from Wardha He had arrived at Amraoti on 
ist Decembei 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL B CLOSE 

Ramtek, the 3rd Decembei 1809 

I have ]ust leceived the Rajah’s reply to my enquiries about 
the route by which he wishes you to proceed to Pandliuma Jes- 
want Rao writes me that the Rajah mtended to have mentioned 
me yesterday Amnei as the best route to Pandhuma, and that the 
road to Amnei by Waroora, Ghal and Poosul was preferable to 
that by Ashti which is veiy long and bad 

I lose no time in mentionmg this to you as iC seems to show 
that His Highness ivould prefer that you should not move by the 
Ashti route 

Letter No 15 — This letter along with its enclosures are import- 
ant They refer to the determination of Meer Khan to 
wage war agamst the Bhonsla and the British Government 
if the latter mterfered m favour of the Bhonsla Meer 
Khan had mtimated the Governor-General about it. They 
also carry the decision of the Commander-m-Chief about 
the plan of operation and the mihtary force and eqmp- 
ments which will be required for the purpose 

From— COLONEL CLOSE, AMRAOTI 
To— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, FORT ST GEORGE 

Amraoti, the 2nd December 1809 

Yesterday I had the honour to receive from the Actm^ Chief 
Secretaiy at Fort Wilham a despatch, dated 7th November, rela- 
tive to the force which is proposed to be assembled in Bundel- 
khand, of which a copy I conclude, has been transmitted for the 
notice of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General 
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Idler to lli« I onlsliip uliidi 1 lunc 
IS openly a\o\vcil Ins inicntion to 
: tlic Rauli of Nagjmr and to maVc 
n-ar nltli me tsogiisu u u.u Bnlish Gosemment micrfcrc to pre 
\ci\i the c\camou of that intention ami m order to ^hou that he 
IS sincere in making Ihc dccbralion has mo\c<l to l>con accom 
named by Vaziccr Moliaminccl Khan of Bliopal As ofTairs hate 
am\cd at this adtanccil stage, 1 conclude that the Right Ilonbic 
the Governor-General mil gne tliirctions that the general nbn of 
operations mentioned in your di3]wtch to Mr Jenkin* of the i8th 
October for eventual adoption against Mcer KItan l)c proceeded 
upon by uhidi the force a^scmhhng in Bundclkltand vv-onld pro- 
bably operate to mo»:t advantage l»v invading Scrooge while the 
army from the Deccan should act dlrea agamsi Mcer Khan as 
arcumstanccs might suggest Tins Chief has at present a large 
corps of jnfantr) with guns under Moltammctl Miah Khan ap- 
parently lubststcd h^ the Ra]ah of Jodhpore, which shows ilvat his 
influence with that Government must lie consideralflc. The prov 
incc of Scrongc senes him a* a place of arms to support his views 
m mamtammg the ascendancy which he has manifcstl) acmiircd 
in the pnnapaliry of Rhopal and in prosecuting his plan of sub- 
tugaimg the Govcmmcni of Nagpur His ombitious projects at 
Holkars Durbar are too well known to require being noticed b\ 
invading the Nagpur icmiorv he has further mgraiuied himself 
with the Government of Bhopal and his prcvitlencc over the mind 
of Vazecr Mohammctl Khan mn) l>c further inferred from the 
latter having embarked with him in hie present earner and 

f ivcn the fort of Raissecn to him as a safe retreat for his family 
upposiDg him to preserve the attachment of Tulsi Bai and b\ it 
to have die means of recovering the control which he acquirea at 
Hollars Durbar and that he should be permuted to reduce the 
Rajah of Nagpur to be even his tnbuiaTT his resources would 
soon be such as to make bira a respedabfe growing power on the 
Nerbudda whose future strides it would be impossible to calcu 
late From considerations such as these I am disposed to think 
that the combined attack on Mcer Khans power which I have 
adverted to wiU be put in execution Under the impression I 
advance to the Wardha and if circumstances be suitable, 
from thence to Amnair where I shall be conveniently situated for 
corermg Nagpur or proceeding to the Nerbuddah as occasion 
may require. 


To-COLONEL CLOSE. 

Sir 

The Right HonTile the Govrcmor-Gcneral having requested 
that the Vice President m Council would take into ms considera 
non the arrangcraents which should be adopted at this Prcsi 
^tca the province of Bundclkhand from the incursions 
of Mecr Khan and to enable the force employed on that service 
eventually to cooperate with your division and the question 


Mcer Khan m lu^ second 
just forwanlcd h^ express h 
persevere m hostilities a^insi 
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having been refeired to the Commandei-in-Chief foi his senti- 
ments, I am directed to transmit to you foi your mfoimation tlie 
accompanying copy of two letteis and then enclosures from the 
Military Secietary to His Excellency, containing the plan which 
are proposed by him to be adopted with a view to the attainment 
of those important objects, and whicli have been ordered by Gov- 
ernment to be accoidmgly earned into effect 

Foit William G DOWDESWELL, 

The 7th Novembei 1 809 Acting Ghief Secretaiy to Government 

To— GEORGE DOWDESWELL, ESQ, ACTING CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

Sir,' 

Agieeably to the orders of Government as conveyed m youi 
' lettei to m}'^ addicss of the 3rd instant, I am diiected by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to acquaint you. that with a view of effecting the 
important objects proposed by the Right Hon’ble ,the Govemoi- 
General as they relate to the attack meditated by Meei Khan on 
the territories of Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla, His Excellency has to 
recommend tliat the force now m Bundelkhand consisting of one 
Regiment of Native Cavalr5% fi\e Battalions of Native Infantry 
and one Company of Pioneers be immediately reinforced with 
one Company of Euiopean Aitilleiy, two Regiments of Native 
Cavalry, His Majesty’s 53rd Regiment and five Compames of 
Light Infantry to complete the Battalion under Major Kelly to 
10 Companies This arrangement would give a disposable force 
of 6,200 men as by delaying the relief of corps now m progress a 
sufficient force would be left for the protection of Bundelkhand, 
m the event of the field force being required to move out of the 
province 

As It is not stated m the letter or memorandum received 
from the Governor-General what amount of force Meer Kdian is 
supposed to be leading mto the field, the Commander-m-Chief is 
not competent to detenrune with reference to his strength how 
far the force proposed to be collected m Bundelkhand may be 
deemed adequate to die effectual accomphshment of the objects 
m the contemplation of His Lordship, but as the force destined 
for the more important and pressmg operations, under Colonel 
Close does not appear to exceed 8,800 Men, His Excellency is in- 
chned to view the arrangement herein suggested, as sufficient to 
secure the provmce of Bundelkhand from any mcursion of the 
enemy and to admit of such co-operation with Colonel Close’s 
division as circumstances may be found to require 

As this however happens to be the season for the rehef of 
Corps, His Excellency will avail himself of that circumstance to 
give Lieutenant-Colonel Martmdell the power of mcreasmg his 
strength by postponmg the departure of the corps intended to 
leave the provmce, until their services can securely be dispensed 
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with nhcrchy he may immediately au^ent Ins force liy one 
Natirc Battalion and add another hy the eoth of next 
Hib Excellency wall aUo direct Major-General St Lcgcr to hold 
His Majesty s 8th Light Dragoon* m rcadmcsi to mov'c (as far as 
It may be done wihout entailing expense) whcnctcr Lieutenant 
Colonel Martcndcll* repon shall npplxir to him to render that 
measure expedient 

As *oon as the foregoing artangcmcnis shall rccciec the 
approbation of Goremment His Excellency mil give the neces- 
sary orders for their immediate execution hut advening to the 
arcumstance* stated b) the Governor-Genera! m rc«rd to the 
penod when the Nerliudda nver may be expected to oc fordable 
and the impossibihij of having the force under Colonel Close m 
readiness to prevent the tro<^ of Mcer Khan from crossing ii 
Hi» Excellency deeming it oi imponance that no time should be 
lost in making some ucmonttration on the side of Bundclkhind 
to exate the apprehensions of Mcer Khan and thereby perhap* 
deter lum from prosecuting his projected Invasion of Berar cnui^ 
orders to be forwarded by last night s Dak to Ucutcnant-Coloncl 
Martmdell to concentrate vnthout dcla) the whole of his dispos- 
able force at such point as might appear to him vnth reference to 
Mecr Khans position etc best calcubtcd to give effect to the 
o^cct m view and His Excellency will be prepared to furnish that 
officer with such further innruaton* as the arrangements of Lord 
Minto appear to require, as soon as he is honoured vnth the fur 
thcr orders of Government 

It being of imponance that i communication should be 
established tjcwccn Colonel Close and Lieutenant-Colonel Martin 
dell at the earliest practicable penod His Excellency begs to 
recommend that the former officer be apprised by a direct com 
raunication from this Government of the arrangement* which it 
may be pleased to sanction and His Excellency will also direct 
Lieutenant-Colonel Martmdell to use every exertion in his power 
to open a prompt communicauon vnth the Hyderabad dctach- 
menL 

The Commander-m-Chicf has also to request that Mr 
^chanUon the GOTomor-General s Agent m Bundclkhtmd may 
be Mpraed o£ the intended plan of operanoia tmd directed to 
render Lieutenant-Colonel Martindcll eecry aoutance m his 
power m providmg supples of gram ramage, etc. 

Enclosed is a return of the force mtended for the service m 
querooD m which the probable penod of the amval of the seve 
nu Corps m Bundelkhand is specified. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
HcadouMers (^cutta p CAHEY 

The Jth November ,809. MUttary Secretary 
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To— GEORGE DOWDESWELL. Esq, ACTING CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT 


Sir, 

The Commander-in-Chief deeming it of importance with 
reference to the arrangements submitted m my letter to your ad- 
dress of yesterday’s date, that tliere should be a sufficient battering 
tram on die west bank of the Jamuna foi any eventual opeiations 
which the probable hostilities with Mecr Khan may rendei neces- 
sary, I am directed by His Excellency to enclose a memorandum 
of the establishments of guns, etc , which he thinks it would be 
expedient to detach to Kalpcc, with the least possible delay and 
which I have accordingl)’’ to request you will be pleased to submit 
to the consideration of Government 


I have die honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

Headquarters Calcutta P CAREY, 

The 6th November 1809 Mihtary Secretary 

Proposed 

Memoiandum — small battering tram foi Kalpee — 

Four Iron 18 pounders — Mounted complete 
Four Iron 12 pounders — Mounted complete 
Two Brass 8-mch Howitzers — ^Mounted complete 
Two Brass 8-mch Howitzers — Mounted complete 
Two Brass 5^2-mch Mortars — Mounted complete 

There are at present at Kalpee — 

Two Iron 1 8-pounders — ^Mounted complete 
Two Iron 12-pounders — ^Mounted complete 
Two Brass 8-mch Howitzeis — Mounted complete 

These pieces were used at the late sieges in Bundelkhand and 
their carnages, paiticulaily the wheels, bemg much shook, I sent 
for them to Caivnpore, and put them into complete repair, by new 
wheels, new checks, and whatever was required I sent them back 
in the month of June last 


J HORSFOKD, 
Lt Colonel 
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Letter No i6— The letter ii important became it indicate* the 
northern boundary of Bhonsln's dominions and certain pos* 
tcalons beyond that boundary It also givts the route that 
Colonel Clow was to take to reach Pandhuma 

From-R. JENKINS RLSIDLNT AT NAGPUR 
To-COLONKL CLOSE. 


Ramtcl the 4th December 1809 

I w-as jeatenh) favourcti with )our letter of ilic 1st and this 
morning tvith that of the and instant 

My ofTiaal dispatches of ycsierda) mil have made yow ac 

r imed with the latcit intelligence I hive or that has reached 
Rajah of Nicer Klian s proceeding The Rajah has a Dawke 
of cimcl Hircnrrahs to the Ncrlmdtla vrho hnne him ncirs in 
I believe two da)*! hut he ccmmly docs not take the steps for 
receiving early accounts which arc in his power 

1 had a wnter in Mecr Khans Camp until he recrossed the 
Nerbudda vrhen my intclhgcncc was stopped but I hope soon to 
establish another and to get very quick nccoums as I am joining 
a Dawke of Hircarrahs from that which is alrcail) cstabhsKcd to 
Tubbulpore via Chaparah from the latter pbcc to Chawalpatta 
it certainly is of great importance that you should have the quick 
est accounts of Nicer Khans movements I have often pressed 
this on the Ministers lour advance will be of great benefit m 
that respect and if you should adopt the pbn proposed by the 
Rajah or taking up a position at Pandhuma you can rccdvc the 
quickest accounts. The roads to Noepur boili from Amnex and 
Pandhuma arc very good and the oistanct small 

Reports say that Sadik Ah is thinking of crossing the Ner 
budda at the Khcrpani or the Chavv*alpajta Ghat but I have as 
yet no correct mtcUigencc Neither have I heard of any move 
raents m Bundclkhand, 

Dcon near which place Meet Khan it encamped has no con 
ncction with this Government It pays tribute, as well as Saugor 
to Smdhia, and Mecr Khan has several times gained possession of 
It, m the prosecution of similar ciainu on the part of Holkax 

The Rajahs frontier from Hoshangabad to Gurrah Mandla, 
was formerly the Nerbudda. He has now only possession to the 
northward of the nver of the districts of Chainpore, Barec and 
Chaukigarh m Bhopal which 1 believe extend between those places 
and the Nerbudda. They were lately taken from the Nanab of 
Bhopal The enclosed sketch of the Nerbudda fills up a claim 
whi^ IS void m all maps and is all the information which Mr 
Lloyd has yet been able to obtain of that ouancr want of 

some known place to work on which he Ms now obtained m 
Sangar from the Survcyor-GencraL 
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Besides die districts of Chainpore Baree, the Rajahs mother 
has Gimje Basoudee near Bhilsa, from Smdhia for Paivn Meer 
Klian m coming down took possession of it, but was gallant enough 
to restoie it, and to give liberty to the old Lady’s Dewan, whom he 
had earned away 

With legal d to the Nawab Salabat Klian the Rajah has made 
no diiect intimation to me Some time ago when it was expected 
you might come to Nagpur, Jeswant Rao gave some hints diat if 
Salabat Klian should accompany you, as he was a great Sardar, 
the Rajah must receive him To this the Rajah s mother had a 
great objection That Rajah wished me to know this, although he 
did not wish his name to be used on the occasion He had no 
objection to the tioops but to the Nawab and Fatteh Jung Khan 
Fioni this ciicunistance and from His Highness’s lequest on a 
Cornier occasion diat the Nawah’s tioops might not accompany 
Col Doveton in die pursuit of the Pindanes through his terntories, 
I should infer that unless absolutely necessary the Rajah would be 
well pleased if diey did not accompany the Biitish troops 

There is another subject winch the Rajah has not touched upon 
probably from delicacy or a fear of offending This is the killing 
of beef in His Highness’s terntoiies, which is generally forbidden 
under severe penalties, although there are some particular places 
where it is tolerated or winked at, if done privately It is not 
allowed publicly, I understand m any of his Camps, although it 
may be sometimes done underhand by his Musalman troops An 
assurance on this subject, would I conceive be very gratitying to 
His Highness’s feelings 

I have the pleasure to send you a surveyed route from Bisnoor 
to Amner by Ashu and Sawngee My lattei dispatch of yesterday 
will have made you acquainted witli die Rajah’s wishes on the 
subject of your route to Pandhuma If you should have advanced 
to Bisnoor, His Highness would hot of course object to 'the advance 
of the British troops through his territories, if necessary m your 
opinion 


Letter No 17 — The letter reports how in an action on the 8th 
December Sadik Ah Khan Bhonsla’s Commander defeated 
Amir Khan. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL CLOSE 


Ramtek, the 12th December 1809 
Teswant Rao visited me yesterday evening He »id he was 
sent by the Rajah to show me the letters winch had been received 
fmm Sadik Ah Khan, and other accounts which had reached His 
a^esfon the subject o£ the battle of the 8th mstant 

Teswant Rao accordingly read to me a letter from Sadik Ah 
dated on the day of the battle and an Akhbar of the subsequent 
mommg The account which these documents gave of the battle 
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was cxat^ly the same as that which w described in the Akhbar 
which I have done mysdf die pleasure of for^va^ding to in 
ray private letter of this date. By this it appear* that Mcer 
and the Nauab of Bhopal brought scicn guns with them of which 
two were taken The loss on the Rajah* side seem* tnflmg and 
that on Mecr Khans pan is undefined. 

Sadik Ah adds to his desenpuon of the battle that from the 
immense body of Pindancs who had nirroundcd hi* Camp he 
could not pursue the enemy to any distance. Fuc thouiand of 
Scctoos Dhurra under the two Runjuns accompanied the 
enemy which confirm the reports I formcrlv mendoned of their 
havmg been seduced hy Vaacer Mohammed Khan from th6 
Rajah^i mtcrcsts, Sadik Alt funher complains that m come 
qucnce of the numerous hodic* of Pindancs who beset his camp 
his suppbes arc icry prccanou* and all kinds of pronsions exceed 
ingly dear 

\Vhcn Jeswant Rao had reccu'cd those document* I said that 
the success of the Rajah s arms was highly grati^ing to me and 
would afford the greatest satisfaction to Right HonTilc the 
Governor-General and you, I repeated my congnitulauon* on 
so auspiaous an event I then asked Jeswant Rao whether Mcer 
Khan was known to ha>c reorossed the Nerbudda after die batdc, 
Jeswant Rao replied m the negative, but that no pamculaj* further 
than were contamed in the paper* he had read were yet rtcci\td 
There were report* he said ^ Hlrcarrahs that Mcer Khan was 
wounded and the Nawab of Bhopal killed but he could not say 
what credit was to be attached to them 


I then alluded to the arcurostanecs of Setoos Dhurra ha\mg 
accotnpamed Mecr Khan Jeswant Rao *aid that the Rajah had 
asked the agent who wa» suU here what it meant. Hi* answer \va* 
that although they had accompanied Mcer Khan in order to keep 
on term* with him, as the delays which occurred in the conclusion 
of their negonatioDs here left them tall m some doubt as to the 
Rajah s ulmnatc mtennon yet that they had committed no act of 
hostility and the Agent pledged hinaclf that the Dhurra would 
now fall upon Mecr Khan 

I had before received an Akhahar from Jubbulporc mentioning 
Bkptiftcs approach to the Southward and had communicated ic to 
Jeswant Rao who now asked if I knew to what to attribute that 
^proach. I said I did not, but that some accounts mcnooned 
Mpmte to be sent for the purpose of levying money at Saugor and 
Bhopal Perhaps I said as Smdhia had been apprized of our reso- 
lution to oppose Mecr Khan, and as he had aUo groimds of com- 
plamt against that Chief he might think the present a good oppor 
rmuty for taking his revenge. I asked whether tbe^jah had 
rcxxived any intunatioD of nis approach. 


rtpli«l that he had not, eicept hy report, and 
Bajah ttWd formerly have been much obliged if Smdhia 
would have .cnt Bapeute according to his repeated appbeanon btit 
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that he could not conceive why he should now send troops in this 
direction 

Nothing further of consequence passed 

I have to correct an error m my second dispatch of the loth 
mstant It is there stated that Meer Khan crossed the Nerbudda 
on the 7th and that the battle took place on the 8th mstant It 
IS correctly mentioned m my first letter of that date the battle was 
on Thursday, the 7th, and Meer Khan crossed the nver on Wed- 
nesday, the 6th mstant 

The same as the above to — 
fi) Capt Sydenham 
(a) Lt Close, dated 13th December 
(3) H Russell, dated 14th December 

Letter No. 18 — ^In this letter Close mentions the purposes for which 
the operations were planned against Meer Khan. These 
purposes were the security of Bhonsla’s temtones and of 
Company's possessions In consequence of the benefits that 
vsdll accrue to the Bhonsla he shoiild be prepared to accept a 
Subsidiary Force. 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE 

To—R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Pandhuma, the i6th December 1809 

I have this moment received your pubhc and private letters 
of yesterday To see you m Camp would afford me the highest 
gratification, but as a constant commumcation with the Rajah's 
Durbar is 'indispensable at this period, I am unwiUmg that it 
should suffer any mterruption, even the shortest Our hopes of 
meetmg therefore must rest on some future occasion The 
Rajah’s affhction is naturally such as to make him mcapable of 
busmess In such a situation, it could not be expected that he 
could come forth to a pubhc interview 

Meer Khan appears to have suffered materially in the action, 
and if It be true as the Akhbars state, that he has sent off his 
Baggage to Seronge, and that his horse have begun to leave him, 
his operations have probably ceased for the present season Under 
this appearance it 1^ be necessary to determme, how the Bntish 
force assembled for the Rajah’s protection, should be disposed of 
The expense of keepmg it m the Field is enormous When it was 
ordered to the frontier, it was probably imagmed that the service 
would terminate in the entire dispersion of Meer Khan’s troops, 
and nearly the destruction of his power In Mr Edmonstone’s 
letter to you of the i8th October, the employment of a force from 
BundeUchand, the takmg of Seronge, and eventually giving it to 
the Rajah, are glanced at, and I should suppose that these measures 
were not contemplated without the notion, that for the benefits 
denvable from them, the Rajah would be disposed to accept a 
subsidiary force, which might be posted m advance and cover 
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SauiTor and Scrongc, Iccp Bhopal in order and rout the Pmdancs 
and thui establish a line of conneaion between CundclKhand and 
the Deccan Such a plan if csccutcd \TOuld evtend the resources 
and pro^pcas of the Nagpur Goternment and although licanng 
a little on u* independence would gi\c it lasting scaint) In the 
present situation ot our troops Scrongc might be sa7ctl with 
delay and the whole plan put in execution m the course of the 


could be prevailed on to accept ii on a Kiais connected with the 
execution of the plan before noticed It lias always appeared to 
me that the greatest adiantagc dented h) a Nntiic Pnnee from 
acceptmg a Bntish Sulwidnrj rorcc, if the security which it alTords 
to his Goicmmcnt ns he ii pcrsonall) concerned and the certainly 
of succession which it holds fonb to the Djnast) The Rajah* 
family seems to be circumstanced in »uch a manner as to make 
the attainment of such objects peculiarly mluoble to it and this 
consideration alone should give ni« mind a bias toward* the splcm 
of measure* alluded to I should not omit to obscric, that 1 am 
not a*surcd yet whether our Gotemment would conceive that u 
could afford to giic a Subsidiary Force to the Rajah on such cas) 
terms as Hu Highness s disposition on the subject ircrc gene r ally 
known the adjustment of sulxirdinatc points might not be difhcuh 
As Hollars Dominion has fallen under the control of Mccr Khan 
Government has had m consideration the praaicahility of vnth* 
drawing it from hu supcnntcndcncc, and csrablishiDg Hollars son 
on the Musnud by means of a Subsidiary Force a plan which 
would connect Guzerat and the Deccan with the Jumna but ar 
cumstances do not appear to be sufliacntly favourable, "^ct for 
entenne on the execution of such an extensive proceeding for 
cstablunmg the line of connection between Bundclkhand and the 
Deccan on occasion so favourable os the present is not likcK to 
o^r again a point which should be scnously considered b\ ^th 
Governments mdcpcndently of the foregoing subject It is dcsir 
able to know whether Sadik Ab Khan has any plan m view at 
present, besides that of reduang Mccr Khan to turthcr extremities 
by pressing upon hu rear 


Letter No 19. — Colond Close discusses the reasons why the Bhomln 
ha* become lukewarm m his desire to defeat and errah Meet 
Khan. The enclosure* are important for the purpoie. They 
are copies of letters from the Govemor-Genend and form 
endotorw to Edmonstone’* letter to Jenkins dated i8th 
December 1809 

From—COLONEL B close. 

To—R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Pandhuma, the r8th December i8oq 

I have the honpnr to acknowledge your dispatch of yesterday's 
dxte . 
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The result of the conversations, which you have lately held 
with tlie Rajah, induces me to advert to the followmg considera- 
tions. 

The immediate object of assemblmg the British Foice on the 
frontier, was to cover His Highness’s capital and defend his Gov- 
ernment against the hostile attempts of Meer Khan and his ad- 
herents From the turn which affairs have taken and the senti- 
ments which the Rajah has recently expressed that occasion seems 
to have ceased Although His Highness is still at war with Meer 
Khan he does not appear to apprehend much mconvemence from 
the futuie efforts of that chieftain The Nagpur troops have 
mamtamed a superiority for some time, though acting defensively, 
and from present appearances, both armies may long contmue to 
operate on the Nerbuddah without any decided advantage bemg 
obtained by eithei If m such a state of things, the British Force 
should advance to the Nerbudda, Meer Khan would have only to 
keep his araiy on the northern bank to be secure The Bntish 
Force could not with any propiiety cioss the Nerbudda to pursue 
him, as his rear would be so open as to allow him to retire to any 
distance and return again when it might suit his convemence In 
crossmg the river under such circumstances, the British Force could 
have no proportionate object Unless Meer Khan, therefoie, should 
advance fiom the river into the RajaK’s territories, or that some 
jomt plan of operation should be adopted, to dislodge him from 
the eastern side of Malwa, and establish the means of preventmg 
his return, the British Force must, if kept together, become an army 
of observation, and it may be apprehended diat the Bntish Govern- 
ment will not be reconciled to the expense of keepmg it m the field 
for the purpose merely of watching a tedious warfare which His 
Highness’s Government may contmue to carry on with Vazeer 
Mohammed and Meer Khan His Highness from his expressions, 
seems to think that Meer Khan will soon retire to the westward, 
and abandon his present enterprize It is not easy however to 
discover ground for such a conjecture For some time past, Meer 
Khan has shown a decided inclmation to estabhsh himself on the 
southern parts of Malwa He has formed an mtimate friendship 
with Zahmsmgh of Kota, who has accommodated him with Sheer 
Ghur as a place of retreat and he has got Seronge as a Military 
Depot Vazeer Mohammed Khan to save himself from future 
dangers must assist Inm to the last extreme of his means and as 
a soldier of fortune, Meer Khan must know that to lose his reputa- 
tion must be nearly equivalent to losing all Supposing him to 
be much reduced, therefore, by his late lU-success, it may be 
expected that he will rather reinforce himself from Jodhpore and 
Seronge, and renew the attack, than give up Ins present scheme, 
and return to the westward with a broken reputation Thus I 
think It may be seen that His Highness is not yet m the probability 
of bemg soon rid of his enemy or reheved from the expense of 
keepmg a large army m the field However this may be, I cannot 
be led to beueve that Government will permit the Bntish Force 
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to conunuc m the field m an army of observauen and under 
imprcMion I shall kcqi the troops in such a disi^ition m tl«t 
they may readily comply mth any orders of rec^ from Got cm 
ment unless some proposition be rcccirrf frtOT His Highness ol 
a nature to warrant a different disposition of the troops and w 
of importance fufftaent to become a subject of reference to the 
Right HonTilc the Govcmor-GcncraL 

I propose to dirca the division under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Conran to halt at some point on the Wardha until further orders. 


To— AMEE 31 KHAN 

Written 1 6th December 1809. 

I have received your two letters one m reply to my original 
letter the other acknowledging the receipt of the duplicate, and 
conmming some addiuonal matter recapitulate those received a3rd 
November and 15th December 

■\ou Iiavc ^vnttcn m your bst letter that having come for the 
purpose of attacking the troops of the Rajah of Nagpur they pro- 
posed a payment orclcven lacs and half of rupees which you nerr 
not disposed to accept but that in the meantime my letter havxnc 
am\cd a desire to comply with my inahcs induced you to accept 
that sum that you m consequence took hostara and reared 
deUvenng over the Rajah t places to his offiircrs. Your reply to my 
original letter honever ccnamly did not express any inclination 
to accede to ray \nsh on the contrary u indicated an intention of 
prosecuting your designs and required that the Bntuh Gkrvcm 
ment should" not micrfcrc m vour disputes tnih the Maharaja, 
nay in the letter uhich you wrote at the same umc to Mr Jcnlans 
you observed, that If the Bnosh Govemraent should mterfcrc, 
the Treaty would be violated and the flames of war would be 
rekindled to the mrury of both parties. You added that your 
troops drew their sutmstcnce from die southern Chiefs and required 
that the Bnash Goreraraent should not prevent them from <mtam 
mg supplies otherwise on the prmaplc of being of one tribe they 
would all unite and carry disorder and coufuSon m the Bnash 
temtory" 


But as you have posiavdy asserted you retreated m com- 
pliance with my wishes I shall not dispute that pomt. I must 
observe however that it is equally contrary to jiuncc and to the 
o^ect of the appbeanon for you to extort a contribuactn from the 
Maharaja 


The Bna«h Govemraent mterfere for the protection of the 
Rajah brame it u most evident you could have no jnm demand 
against the Rajah of Nagpur nor any nght to seize his country 
subein your troops on his resources after done 

so can It he expected that the Bnash Government should suffer 

r Maharaja refuses 

to satisfy an agreement for money extorted from his officer by 
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tlie approach of your Army, and concluded without his 

orders, and without his knowledge Or after ascertammg that 
you have no right to extoit a contribution from ELis Highness, 
how IS It consistent with justice that I should aid you in enforc- 
ing it 

You assert that you are acting with the oiders of Maharaja 
Jeswant Rao Holkar But you ivill observe from the enclosed 
copy of the Maharaja’s letter to me that he has no quarrel what- 
ever witli the Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla and that he has not sanc- 
tioned your pioceedmgs against him, for the Mahaiajah writes 
‘‘A friendship and fratermty have long subsisted between me and 
His Highness Raghojee Bhonsla m the spirit of the utmost degiee 
of cordiality, accordingly when tlie Nabab Amir Uddoulah 
Bahadur crossed over into the Rajah’s tern tones, I issued orders 
preinously to my receipt of your Lordship’s letter, directmg him 
not only to abstain from doing any kind of injury to His High- 
ness’s territories, but to endeavour to extend his protection to 
them Now however that I have been favoured witli your Lord- 
ship’s kmd letter I have dispatched successive letters to the Nabab 
repeating my former orders in the most peremptory manner 

It IS evident therefore that instead of acting under the Maha- 
raja’s orders, you have been actmg in direct opposition to them, 
so tliat what I before wrote to you that your late measures and 
present views proceeded entirely from youiself and not from the 
orders of the Maharaja is confirmed by the Maharaja himself 

I know of no such engagements as you have mentioned m 
your first letter which preclude the British Gkivemment from pro- 
tectmg the terntories of Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla from mvasion 
and conquest Besides which, the engagements of the British 
Government are with Maharaja Jeswant Rao Holkar, who far 
from considering its interference for the protecnon of the state 
of Nagpur as a violation of the treaty, unites with me m expect- 
ing you to abstam from molesting the Rajah’s terntory 

You cannot therefore but admit the justice of the expectation 
expressed in my first letter that you should retire and refram from 
any further molestation The mjury which you have done must 
have occasioned the loss of lacs of rupees to the Raja 

A true copy 

N B EDMONSTONE 

To— JESWANT RAO HOLKAR 

Written i8th December 1809 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter (recapitulate 
that received the 9th December) and am much gratified by its 
contents 

I judge it proper to transmit to you for your information 
copies of two letters from Amir Khan and also a copy of my 
reply You will observe that Anur- Khan far from complymg 
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With your rq>catcd requisitions after ha\inc plundcrctJ and powes 
»ctl himself of the temtory of Makiraja Raghojee Blionsla north 
of the Nerbudda extorted an agreement from tlic Malwrajahs 
ofliccr for the payment of a large sum of money and because the 
Maharaja vilio never sanctioned any such agreement refused to 
ratify li he has resumed his designs against the Maharajah s 
tcmtoncs and has rcsolvctl to maLc war with tlic Rntish Gov 
emmenr if it interferes to oppose them As Amir Khan there 
fore IS resolved upon prosecuting his unjust designs contrary to 
your orders and to the remonstrance* of the British Govern 
ment he has rendered huuscif ctjuall) your enemy and the enemy 
of that Government It is a tatisfaciion to me to rcHcct that the 
measures necessary at present and the execution of liis unvvarrnnt 
able projects arc calculated to draw still closer tlic bonds of amity 
and good understanding lictwccn the tvro stales 
A true copy 

N B KDMONSTONE. 

Qiicf Secretary to Government 


Letter No ao—The letter gives useful Information about Meet 
Khftn and his movements nftcr hu *econd defeat by Sadik 
AU Khnn. 

From-GOLONEL B close 
T o-LIEUT GOLONEL MARTlNDELL. 

Camp Pandhuma the a3rd December 1809 

I have this moment received n dispatch from Mr Jcnlins in 
v^ich he has honoured me with a*<opy of your letter to his 
address under date the dth instant 

Mcer Khan after having been worsted by the Nigpur Army 
on his retreat from Jabbulporc took up a position m the vianity 
of Dcon while Sadik AU Khan the Nagpur Commander returned 
to Jubbulpore, recrossed the nver and marchmg down the left bank 
encamped near Shawpoor 

At this period Mecr Khan addressed a passionate letter to the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General stating that the Nagpur 
troops had managed to dcpnvc him of a mad elephant^ that the 
Rajjdi was bound to pay him fifteen lacks of rupees, that he would 
compel him to discharge the amoimt and b^dcs have revenge 
for the insult he had sustained- He further observed, that al- 
though he might not consider himself equal to cope with the 
Bnti^ arms he could hang on the front and rear of their army 
as to cause a destruction which would be sufiiacntly cvideiit. 
Shortly after Mecr Khan proceeded to put his threat m execution 
by crossmg the nver and atmdung Sadik Ah Khan m his position 
near Shawpoor but havmg been worsted he returned to his 
former situation- This second discomfiture appears to have only 
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stimulated this desire of revenge and of retrieving his reputation 
and by Akhbars of the 19th fiom the Nerbudda, he is stated to 
be receiving reinforcements of infantry and guns for the purpose 
of making another attack on Sadik All, who is only able to act 
on the defensive 

I have the pleasure of enclosing to you a sketch of the 
Neibudda from Jubbulpoie to Hoshangabad, with its relative 
situation to the piincipal pomts in the neighbourhood of 
Bundelkhand 

I conclude that tins dispatch cannot reach you in less than 
twelve or fifteen days and tliat by the time of its arrival you will 
be fully prepared to march. 

You will therefore on receiving tins packet come forward with 
the field force undei your command by such a fine as shall appear 
best calculated to take Meer Klian’s foice in rear whilst he fronts 
Nagpur, or to intercept Ins retieat, should the present movements 
mduce him to letire to the westward As Meer Khan is mtimate- 
ly connected -with Wazeer Mohammed Khan of Bhopal who serves 
him personally m the field it is probable that the eventual retreat 
of the former would on die movement of youi force he by Bhopal 
which on this account rmght be considered a favourable pomt 
for you to march on It is calculated that you will commence 
your maich by the 7th proximo, before which date my prepara- 
tions foi movement wdl have been complete and I shall accord- 
mgly march on to Hoshangabad, where I shall probably arrive 
at die time when you will have approached to the viamty of 
Bhopal Aldiough present appearances would not mdicate a 
necessity foi die services of the battering tram collected at Kalpee, 
yet m ordei to meet possible contmgencies, I consider that it 
would be advisable to brmg it to the most advanced position m 
Bundelkhand, where it can be stationed with secunty 

On receivmg from you the letter which I am led shordy to 
expect by a perusal of yours to Mr Jenkins of the 6th mstant, 
I shall use the opportunty of the return of the cossids to write 
to you further on the subject of the service 

The force to march with me from hence consists of a Squad- 
ron of Horse artillery, with ten guns and twelve Galloper Guns 
arranged to act by Brigades or in Squadron, one regiment of 
Dragoons and five regiments of native cavalry, one regiment of 
European infantry and seven battahons of Natives, a small part 
and a Bngade of six-Pounders to each corps of Infantry 

I shall endeavour to keep you regularly informed of any move- 
ments, and shall hope to receive frequent accounts from you, as 
the cossids who will bear your letters will constitute the most 
certam conveyance of our correspondence. 

17 
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Letter No at. CoL Ooie lotltnatet hii determination to march 

np to the Nerbudda. 

From COLONEL B CLOSE. 

To-R. JENUNS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR- 

Pandhuma the 13rd December i8og 
I am thu moment lot cured mth your private letter of the 
aand, which m respect to present vieivs is quite sadsfactory 
You mil perceive from the aecompanvmg packet to your 
address that I have detenmned to proceed to the Nerbudda on 
the plan ongmally suggested by His Highness the Rajah and 
have imttcn to LicutcnantEoIoncI Mamndell accordingly 


Letter No ^In this letter Colonel Close Mints out that the 

Govemor.Genecal s decision to limit the objective of the 
mflitary operations to force Mcer Khan to retreat beyond 
the Nerbudda and not capture Sironj wifl not serve any 
osefttl porpose. Ho gives reasons for this view 

Faovt-COLONEL B CLOSE. 

To-N B EDMONSTONE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV 
ERNMENT 

Nimjianl the lath January iSio. 

Akhbari which I yesterday received from the Nerbudda m 
formed me that Meet khan has given permission to some of hia 
Pmdanes to return to Raisseen whde he disjiatched others in great 
number to the Southward m order to plunder in Bcrar and that 
It was reported to be his mtention to draw off to the Northern bank 
of the Nerbudda and pursue the route of Champorc Barrec, whidr 
had been lately taken by Vazeer Mohammed Khan from his High 
ness the Rmah of Nagpur together mth Choukigarh a post, 
northerly of it m the direction of Bhopal 

This mommg I received on Akhbar from my nenewnter at 
Hoshangabad, dated 10th mstant which confirms the above m 
telhgence and further Intimates that Meet khan had moved on 
the 7th instant for the village of Suttarahgaon and was on hii 
march to Champorc Baree and that Sadik Ah had marched to 
Sonkeir 

It appears that Meet Khan had prepared a laige body of Pm 
dancs at an advanced pomt on this route, mth the view that they 
might penetrate mto Berar the moment they should hose of the 
march of this force from Pandhuma. On the 5th instant, these 
forces when I ascended the Bezoh Ghat they passed Betul and 
inarching for Elhchporc made tbcu- appearance near that place on 
the 7th instant, and after plundering some ullages moved m a 
^thetly direction as if they mtended to ascend the Adjuntce 
Ghat. Of their further proccedmgs I have not yet recaved any 
matemJ mforinatioa. 
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Captain Jones had recently arrived at Amraoti and having 
heard of their appearance at EUichpore, took measures for the 
protection of his convoy, but soon ascertained that they had pur- 
sued a westerly route, he was afterwards joined by Major Travers, 
and by a letter of the 9th instant from that officer, he was to leave 
Amraoti accompanied by Captaui Jones’ Convoy on the iith m- 
stant The last convoy from Hyderabad under Captam Bawdier 
may by this time have arrived within a few miles of Basim. 
The Officer Commanding the Native Battalion which I ordered 
from Pandhuma to Amraoti, is instructed to watch the progress 
of Captain Bawdier and march on to his support should appear- 
ances make such a movement necessary 

On the loth instant I encamped at Betul and yesterday arrived 
at this ground after a march of some difficulty, oiving to the rough- 
ness of the country which is generally covered by a thick jungle 
The Shav^ore Ghat bemg three coss m my front and difficult of 
passage for an army, I judge it expedient to order the cavalry, and 
one Brigade of native infantry with their guns to march tins mom- 
mg and encamp near the village of Shahpore six coss distant from 
hence, and tomorrow I propse to join tliem with the remamder of 
the troops and departments Shahpore is reckoned to be about 
47 miles from Hoshangabad 

Whilst wntmg I am honoured with your dispatch of the 30th 
December 1809, mtimatmg the msh of the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General, to abandon the comprehensive system of policy 
to which His Lordship alluded in his minute of the rath December, 
and to hmit the views of Government to the object of compeUmg 
Meet Khan’s retreat from the frontier of the Rajah of Nagpur’s 
dommions, and of forramg such a disposition of troops as would 
deter him from resuming his project of mvasion 

Copies of the several dispatches which I addressed to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Martmdell, subsequent to the receipt of your dispatch, 
dated 7th December, have been regularly transrmtted for the m- 
formation of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General My ffist 
letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Martmdell, dated 23rd December, m- 
formed him that I should march for Hoshangabad on or about the 
3rd of this month, and I accordmgly moved on the date as reported 
in my letter to your address of the 7th mstant I have not yet 
received any commumcation from Lieutenant-Colonel Martmdell 
but an Akhbar of the 4th mstant from Pandurang, Mr Jenkm’s 
News-writer m Sadik Ah Khan’s camp, states directly that Hircar- 
rahs had arrived there with a letter to my address from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Martindell and had accordmgly pursued their route to 
Pandhuma These Ehrearrahs will probably jom me in a few days, 
and it may be expected I think that the letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel MartmdeU, is to inform me of his havmg marched for the 
support ctf Sadik Ah Khan on the Nerbudda At this advanced 
stage of affairs then to hmit the views of Government to the object 
of compelhng Meer Khan’s retreat from the frontiers of the Rajah 
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of NniniurB domimon» without an attack upon Scrongc or Rata- 
Mcn or other places ^hlch he may occupy belonging to V^r 
Mohammed Khan cannot but Iw attended n»th dimculty Tlut 
Vazeer Mahommed Klvan pcrscicrcs in liostihlics arainst the 
Rajah of Nagpur i* cudent from hw haMng lately seized on Cham 
pore Barec and Choukigarh and as hlecr Khan has begun to 
employ hii plndanc* m plundcnng Berar he nro^jably concciics 
himsciE to be actually at u-ar with the British Covemment 1 rom 
what has passed there can he Imlc reason to liopc that Mccr Khan 
and Vazeer Mohammed will aliandon their designs against the 
Government of Nagpur w> long as they retain their present posses- 
sions and to compel Mccr Khan to retreat to any distance that may 
be meonvement to him or tend to the safety of the Nagpur Go\ 
emraent while he occupies Scrongc and places belonging to Vazeer 
Mohammed Khan can liardly by (be) cfrcctcd by my dcDnitc pur 
suit (and if) permitted to hold such places the Kajaii s tcmtoncs 
north of the nver must be ahmy* at lus command- 

To order forward the force under Lieutenant-Colonel Martin 
dell without using It for the purpose of seizing Scrongc, and thus 
dislodging Mccr Khan from the caircm side of Malua nould be 
to bring ic to a considerable distance without an adequate object 
on whioi to employ it, and should this force cross the Nerbudda 
with no other new but that of cndcavounng to bring Mccr Khan 
to action u might be obliged to recron the Nerbudda m a manner 
hi^y prcjudiaal to its credit and should it fall back from its 
present station to Berar its retreat would naturally be followed by 
consequences too melancholy to describe. Sadik All by the depar 
turc of Merr Khan is enabled to move, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Martmdeh js probably now advanced toivards Saugor 

I shall ihcrcforc pursue my march to Hoshangabad in order 
to dnvc the enemy from the Rajah s frontier distncis of Chainpore 
Barec and Choukigarh, 


Letter No 33^Jenldiu write, eboat the Hidden amral of Sadflt 
AU Khan at Raph, Camp in Nagpur from hi, nulitaiy 
ramp at Gadarwara. The motive, of this action and the 
consequence* are indicated. 

From—K JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 
To-COLONEL B CLOSE 


Nagpur the 17th January 18 10. 
■ 4th letter, of the 13th and 

The mtendon atmbuted to Sadik All of repairing to the pre 

fiuRattTl fofwarded die 
hbar, to thf Muurtcr, who aasuted me that Sadit Ah had mJy 
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lately written Iris being prepared immediately to cross the Ner- 
budda m pursuit of Meer Khan, and I also received mtelhgence as 
I have had the pleasure of stating to you, tliat the plan had met 
with the Rajah’s complete disapprobation, and tliat orders had been 
sent m positive terms to Sadik All, by no means to leave his camp 

I had only just received your letter of the 14th which reached 
me very caily on the morning of yesteiday, when I learnt that 
Sadik Ah and Gbulam Haider Bukshce had actually arrived on 
the preceding night I understood at the same time that his 
anival uas quite unexpected by the Rajah, and that His Highness 
had been roused from his bed to receive him 

I wrote immediately to Jeswant Rao, requesting him to visit 
me, and I stated to him tlie contents of your letter and the sur- 
prize I felt on learning Sadik All’s ai rival after the communica- 
tions I had leceired from tlie Durbar on the subject Jeswant Rao 
assured me that His Highness was much 'annoyed at the circum- 
stances and quite surprised by Sadik Ah’s appearance in disobedi- 
ence of orders and contrar)'^ to tlie term of his latest communica- 
tions Although he said, the Rajah had been awakened on that 
commander’s arrival at his tents, he had declined seeing him at 
night and early in the moining had sent Narda Chitnavis to his 
house to learn the occasion of an unwelcome proceedmg 

Sadik All had r^resented as his motives, ist a desire to see 
the Rajali, 2nd to oner his condolences on the Race’s death, 3rd 
to get some money of which the army was much m want, 4th to 
receive orders from the Rajah personally on the subject of the 
service on which he was engaged, 5th to obtain His Highness’s 
sanction to his having an interview with you for the purpose of 
ascertaining fully your wishes to which he was directed imphatly 
to conlorm, and uhich he might accomplish by taking your camp 
in the way to his oira The latter object Jeswant Rao said he was 
not mslructed to mention to me He hinted that it was connected 
ivitli the desire of Sadik All to take the lead in all affairs, and to 
ingratiate himself mth the Rajah by shoivmg his pohtical address 
m sounding your views and intentions 

Sadik Ah had further, Jeswant Rao said, assured the Rajah that 
Jeswant Rao, Duttajee, and the other Chiefs would carry the army 
forward and that no mconvemence would anse from his absence, 
but the Rajah ivas very apprehensive of the bad appearance which 
Sadik All’s proceedmg would have m your eyes, and did not think 
that any of the objects alleged, were of sufficient importance to 
authorize it at such a moment, which was done however, could 
not be recalled and the only remedy was to hasten his return with 
all possible expedition 

The time > I said, was lost, and the consequences of the pro- 
ceedmg probably irreperable Sadik Ah’s immediate return was 
mdispensable, considering that all measures of co-operation depend- 
ed on him 1 saw no object to be gamed by his propsoed visit to 
youi camp He was m possession of every commumcation from 
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YOU which he could expect to receive ns to your views which as fat 
as they related to political matteti would only be made hnoivn 
in any case through the usual channel and i£ Sadik Ah was to 
return to hvs camp the sooner the better 

A* you had considered it absolutely necessary that Sadik Ah 
should not quit hu camp your disappointment would be proper 
tionatc CO the impronncry which you perceived m the measures. 
Meet Khan s escape if he did entirely eseape. might be m a great 
degree attnbutablc to u at least if Sadik All had comnlicd wth 
your wishes of hanging on hli rear the enemy must na\c been 
somewhat impeded in nis retreat and might possibly have been 
brought to action 

Jeswant Rao said that the Rajah was a^varc of the imprudence 
of the measure and would not detain Sadik Ah but would supply 
everything he wanted in order to hasten hli return and make nis 
force cffi^eaL I asked when he would set out Jeswant Rao said 
he would let me know It would attainly be an early day but 
the army would march without him, I have the pleasure to for 
ward copies of my last Akhbars from the Camp Nearly two or 
three thousand Horse arc said to be coming in for want ol pay and 
m consequence of Sadik AJi • proceeding iTnt vras also menuoned 
by Jeswant Rao If Sadik Ah's return acpcads upon the pecuniary 
aSalrs I do not augur well of Its bong speedy But I shall con 
unue to press the subject. 

Jesivant Rao gave some hints 36, ii 90 50 5 18 present 30 
75 31 39166, 8a, 90 (figures) m the (Figures) which indicate a 
posnbihty of some reference to us being in contemplation, 1 am 
sorry to observe the Governor-Generals disposition to hmit his 
views, but I think u wiU be hardly possible and the opportunity 
may not again occur so fairly 

The Rajah seems to persevere m not entering the ary and 
IS gomg to take up his position for his camp beyond TcUm Khcrc. 


Letter No 14, — ^The letter says that Meer Khan had retreated from 
Gadanrara on the ap^ch of Bntiih troops. Gene refers 
to the change in the dearfon of Gornnor-General regarding 
operationi against Meer Khan ® 

From—COLONEL B close 

To— LIEUT -COLONEL MARTINDELL. 


Hoshangabad the 19th January iSio. 

pleasure to receive your dispatch of the 3rd 
msrant m tnpUcatc, ~ ^ 

mfonnvd thut the Bntuh troop, tvc.= 
w^chtng towa^ thi, place, rented htwttly from thT^tlon 
he held near the Nagpur Army «t Gadarwari and tald^ die 
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route of Champore Baree, and Raisseen, pursued his march towards 
^Bhclsa, but whetlier he is destmed for Seronge or Holkar’s Camp 
has not been ascertained. Sucli further accounts as I may receive 
of Ins movements or intentions, shall be commumcated to you 

I arrived here this day with a division of the troops, the 
remainder wiU jom tomorrow 

It is proper I should acquaint you, that by an ofiiaal dispatch 
from Mr Chief Secretary Hdmonstone I am mformed, that the 
Right Hon’ble tlie Governor-General wishes me to consider his 
Lordship’s view's as limited to the object of compelhng Meer Khan’s 
retreat from the frontier of the Rajah of Nagpur’s donumons and 
of forimng such a disposition of troops, as would deter him from 
resuming his project of mvasion and that if on this place the 
employment of the force assembled m Bundelkhand should be 
necessary to compel Meer Khan’s retreat from tlie Rajah’s frontier 
It will be expedient tliat it may move directly upon the position 
of Meer Khan, and not upon Seronge, w’hich from various con- 
siderations His Lordship is desirous should not be attacked 

From these mstructions you wiU perceive that my proceedmgs 
must be regulated by the destmadon and future mtentions of 
Meer KJian as he has assuredly retired past Raisseen I conclude 
that w'heii you approach from Chatterpore you wiU come by the 
Ghat of Mattoon 


Letter No 25 — Colonel Close reports the movements of Meer 
Khan and the departure of Sadik Ah from Gadarwara for 
Nagpur leavmg his Army m charge of his subordmate 
officers. 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV- 
ERNMENT 


Hoshangabad, the 19th January 1810 

I arrived here this mommg wnth a division of the troops The 
remamder wiU jom tomorrow forenoon 

The troops are healthy, and the Horses m good condition, but 
the diaft cattle have suffered a httle from the labour they were put 
to, in passmg through a very difficult country from Betul 

Meer Khan’s retreat by the way of Belsah, is confirmed through 
a variety of channels, but to what part he is destmed, whether to 
Seronge or to the westward, has not been ascertamed Vazeer 
Mohammed by the latest mteUigence is at Rassem and his brother 
Mohammed Kanm at Champore Barree with a body of Cavalry 
and a Duxra of Pmdaries Three Durras of Pmdanes, viz, 
Seetoo’s, Kanm Elhan’s and Dost Mohammed’s are said to have 
accompanied Meer Khan. 
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Sadik Ali 1 ms proceeded to Nagpur without having ^cn me 
Any notice of hi» intention to separate from the troops Ihc 
inlomiauon of his departure I learned from Mr Jenkins I hear 
that he has deputed a rclotion of his called Rarj Snhib to wan on 
roe, and that he is on the road from Sohagnur Bukshi Gonnd 
Rao is said to have marched towards Jubbulporc, and an officer 
named Jeswant Rao Duttajec is reported to be now in charge of 
the Nagpur Arm) at Gadanvara. 

Jaikishan Pant nho resides in camp on the part of the Rajah 
Ti>1k me that he is uninformed as to tnc motive which induced 
Sadik All to separate from the troops but conjecture* that his 
object II to prevail on the Rajah to pay oft a part of the arrears 
due to the troops at Gadanvara. 

I have the honour to endose for the notice of His Lordship 
a copy of a dispatdi which 1 have received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Martmdell dated Chatrerpur the 3rd instant and also a copy of my 
reply My future proceedings will be regubicd by the iniormation 
I may receive of Mccr Khans dcftinatton or pbns of action. 


Letter No a6 — ^The letter explains the reasons that led the Gov 
emor-Gcneral to stop torther military operations resulting 
in the cooqoert of Sironj 

Fbosj— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETAR'i TO 
GOVERNMENT FORT WILLIAhL 
To~COLONEL CLOSE 

Fort William the 25th January 1810, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
under date the lath instant m reply to the communications con 
rained m my letter of the 30th ultimo and to signify to you that 
the Right Hon'blc the Governor-General enurdy approves your 
intention* of pursuing >our march to Hoshangabad in order to 
drive the enemy from Rmah Raghoj^ Bhonsla t frontier district* 
of Ch ainpore Bjirce and Choukigarh. To disposset* the enemy of 
the places which he may have wrested from the dommion of Rajah 
Ragbojee Bhonsla neoasanly form* a part of the onginal objS 
of aiscmblmg our forces. I am further directed to couvey to you 
the foDowmg observauon* having reference to those contained m 
your dispatch. 

a The consideration which prmapally mduced the Governor 
General to discourage the exten*jon ot our nuhtary operauon* as 
fer as Serongc wa* as stated m my letter of the 30th ultimo the 
apprehension of its mvolvmg u* too deeply m the affiuis of the 
intcnor of Hindustan IBs Lordship would have been happy if 
you Jmd considered the aigumcntB m support of the juidce of that 
appreheniioii to have been stated with a view to obtain the benefit 
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of your opinion regarding the assumed fact, that such an ex- 
tention of the militaiy operations would probably produce the 
consequences which it lyas so much the desiie of the Governor- 
General to avoid 

3 The communications which I have had the honour to con- 
^ey to you under the authoiity of the Governor-General had uni- 
formly recommended the prosecution of active measures for the 
purpo^'e of dislodging the foice of Amir Khan from its menacing 
position on the frontiei of the Rajah's possessions, and if possible 
of attacking and dispersing it and His Lordship by his instructions 
of the 30th ultimo intended that no other limitation should be 
imposed on tliose measures, tlian such as was necessary to avoid 
the inconvenience and embarassment of being involved in the in- 
terest and concerns of the states and Chiefs of Malwa of extending 
objects of the actual warfare, of cnteiing m shoit upon a system 
of proceedings, which by their effect upon the views and appiehen- 
sions of others might lead to consequences far beyond the scope 
of His Lordship’s views as described m those instructions 

4 As far as the credit of the British Government is concern- 
ed, It did not appear to His Lordship to be in any degree endangei- 
ed by this proposed limitation, on the contrary His Lordship was 
diyiosed to think 'that having originally declared the sole object 
of the assembling of our forces to be to defeat the designs of Anur 
Khan against the dominions of Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla, when 
that object should have been attained by the advance of our troops 
compelling Amir Khan’s retreat, and arrangements calculated to 
prevent the return of the danger which our exertions had averted 
should have been subsequently formed, our credit would have been 
maintained as it respected the reputation of our arms, and aug- 
mented as connected with the justice and moderation of our views 
and with the sincerity of our declarations 

5 Another consideration ivhich discouraged the conquest of 

Seronge with its neighbouring territories was the difficulty of dis- 
posing of them His Lordship foresaw great inconvenience and 
probable future evil from their being disposed of m any manner 
under the security of our guarantee and without that guarantee 
to transfer them to the Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla in other respects 
the most desirable mode of disposing of them would be nugatoiy 
Upon this His Lordship would be happy to 

receive the communication of your opinion with reference to the 
event of Seronge or its adjacent territories commg into our posses- 
sion 

1 6 The Governor-General fully appreciates the advantage of 

depriving Amir Khan of the Depot and point of support which 
Seronge affords him and of the arms, ordnance and stores which 
it is supposed to contain and would entirely approve the pursuit of 
his foice to that place or into the territory of Bhopal with the 
expectation of ovei taking and dispersing it But if the prosecution 

18 
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of the »icr;c of Scrongc anti the occupation of llic adweent country 
and the dispos-^cwion of the Nabob of Bhopal ^houl<l lead into 
tliat cMcndcd nngc of protracted mibiaiy operation^ of political 
coniro' crsics and of commixture in the complicated and conflicting 
micrwts and concerns of that dinractwl region lit* Lordship uould 
dCTirc if possible to altstain from engaging in ^uch an cnicrpnK 
If there 18 no hazard of thctc con<;«]Ucnccs His Lordship nouin 
consider as hicldj politic and adnsablc the cmplojmcnt of ciciy 
exertion for the disgncc defne and dcstniction of the forces of 
Amir Khan by pursuing him to those places of refuge nhcrc b) 
an accession or resources he might be prepared to take ad'aniagc 
of an\ opponimii) of resuming the prosecution of liis ambitious 
designs 

7 In directing the communicaiion of these ol> 5 cn*aiions ji 
is the object of the Goicrnor-Ccncral distinctly to cxpbm to )ou 
irhat he is anxious l>oih to aioid and to attain Icaimc tlic rest to 
)our distinguished abditv and judgment on whicli Im Lordship 
reposes the most impltat confidimce and dciinng not so much to 
restrain os to afford a latitude to the exem^ of jour discretion 
\nth relation to the points which form the subject of thi* dispatch, 

s I am dircactl to take this* opponumt\ of acknowledging 
the receipt of jour further dispatches of the ojitcs noted m the 
tnargm 


Letter No 17— The letter reports the movements of Close to- 
wards Bhopal 

From-COLONEL close. 

To-N B EDMONSTONT CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV 
ERNMENT 


Umana the 31st January 1810 
I fuse the honour to repon for the information of the Right 
Hon’blc the Goienor-Gencral that the rear di\a»ion of the troops 
cleared the Kairband Ghat vesterday and joined the advanced 
dinnon here this forenoon 


At Hoshangabad I have left the ist Battalion 26th Regiment 
under Major Bruce, and the greater nan of His Highness the 
Niam 8 Infantry and Cai'alry Under tnu arrangement Hoshang 
ahad mil serve as a Gram Dk:pot and a point of support to the 
troops m advance. The convoy of treasure under Captain Bowd 
IcT arrived at Amraoti on the aSrh instant The t^orc mil 
non ramc foni-ard to Hoshangabad escorted by the itt Battalion 
loth Regiment, commanded by Captain Howell 


Tins morning I received dupbeate and tnpUaitc of Lieutenant 
C^oncI Martmdells letter of the nth instant the former dated 
the rath Choukigarh and the latter the 13th from Goolgune 
Imi'Lin^'^ " appears that he marched agreeable to hi« fomcr 
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Accounts from the noithwaid, now mention that Meer Khan 
aftei having halted at Seronge pursued his march to the westwaid 

, Tomorrow I propose to make a forced march with the cavahy 
and a Brigade of Infantry m the direction of Raisseen 


Letter No^ 28 — The detter reports about an mterview between 
Colonel Close and the Wakil of Vazeer Moha mm ed Khan, 
the Naiyab of Bhopal Close had asked the Vakeel to com- 
mimicate to his master that he should give up Choukigarh 
, and Champore Baree to the Bhonsla to which he agreed 

. From— COLONEL B CLOSE 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV- 
ERNMENT 


Umaiia, the 31st Januaiy 181 a 

The Vakeel alluded to by Vazeer Mohammed Khan m his 
letter to my address, of which I have had the honour to tiansnut 
a copy, arrived m camp on the evenmg of the 28th mstant, md 
two private elephants which from the misconduct of their keepers, 
had been taken to a considerable distance from Camp, and earned 
off by some Pmdanes during the halt at Hoshangabad, weie sent 
back by Vazeer Mohammed Khan, and arrived m Camp at nearly 
the same time with the Vakeel I judged it expedient to defei 
admittmg the Vakeel to an interview, but desired my Munshi to 
hear, arid report to me what he had to communicate By this step 
I learnt that he had brought another letter to my addiess from his 
master who had further charged him with a mission expressive 
of his attachment and submission to the Bntish Government , 

This morning I admitted the Vakeel to an mtenaew He 
presented me with the letter before noticed, of which a copy is en- 
closed After It had been read he made a studied speech, in 
which he detailed the calamities expeiienced by the Bhopal Gov- 
ernment from the attacks of Smdhia and the Rajah of Nagpur, 
whose views went to the very subversion of the Government, and 
the seizure of Vazeer Mohammed’s person, in order to place Inm 
m confinement That overmatched by these Chieftains he had 
been diven to shifts, which othenyise would have never entered 
his mmd, but that still his posts had been taken and his territory 
laid waste, so that around him there was nothing but desolation 
I observed that it did not surpiize me to hear that Vazeer Moham 
med’s administration was subject to difficulties That of late yeais 
he had collected the Pmdanes of Malwa and given them a residence 
within his territones, and that as he could not subsist them, 
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he allowed them to ravage the distnets of hia ncighlwurs That 
not content mih a system oC proceeding so hhmcablc he had call 
ctl m Mccr Kium and united tmh him m an attack upon the Cot 
emment of Raghojcc llhonsb who tvas known to be on a footing 
of intimate fncndship with the HonTilc Company That as Mccr 
Khani demands upon Raghojcc Bhonsla ncrc groundless and 
oppressive the Right HonTilc the Gotcmor*Ccncril had rcqjircd 
him to desist and retire hut that he still pcrsctcrcd in crossing the 
Nerhudda and attacking the llhonslas Army and that on this 
line of conduct Vazecr Mohammed continued to act m concert 
with him assisting him with the whole of his resource an<l that 
dunng these operations the Ihndanca of the t«o colleagues enter 
cd Berar and plundered its inhahitams That Vazecr Mohammed 
must hate rcccited communication of the letters WTjitcn by the 
Right Hon'blc the Governor-General to Mccr klian that with 
su^ information lie still adhered to that chief and until the 
present tir^c had never addressed a line lo the British Government 
to apologize for his contluct or lessen its resentment. The Vakeel 
ill answer made the most solemn asseverations that his master had 
taken no part to call in Mccr Khan that on the contrary Mccr 
Klun had threatened to depme him of tlic administration and 
assume it himself if he Vnzeer Mohammed did not loin with him 
In hii design of attacking the Dhonili Tliat m r^ro ro the Pinda 
nes It had long l)cen usual with the Chiefs of Malwa to employ 
them That any connearon or intercourse with them was ohnous- 
ly blameable and that on this point his master could only plead 
necessity Thar Vazecr Mohammed did learn the contents of the 
letters wntten by the Right Hon Tile the Goi'cmor-Gcncral to Mccr 
Khan with whom he continued ro aa merely from compulsion 
hue that he was certainly wrong m not addressing a letter to the 
GovcmorGencral explaining the pressure he sustained and 
apologizing for the part he acted which though unavoidable^ 
might to some appear to be from dioict but that having lost the 
go^nill of the Governor-General he wm desirous to sliow hu 
submission by complying with any requisitions I might be inducetl 
to make. In reply I said that the former letters from Vazecr 
Mohammed I had forwarded for the notice of the Right HonTile 
the Govcmor-GcncraL That I should likewise transmit hit pre 
sent dispatch to be submitted to His Lordship That there was 
rae point which I thought Vazecr Mohammed should attend ta 
That while he co-operated with Mccr Khan he had made himself 
master of Choukigarh and Chompore Ban and that it was my 
opmion that he ought ro rarorc these places immediately to the 
Nagpur Government The Vakeel replied that his masti would 
«^^y ixraply with any rccommendauon from me. 1 then 
told him that I should give him a letter m reply to his master 
^ch he would convey to him without delay The Vakeel assent 

A. ^ "Ty of 
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Letter No 29 — Colonel Close writes that the Wakil of Vazir 
Mohammed Khan had handed over to him an order from 
Vazir Mohammed to his officers at Champore Baree and 
Choukigarh to give up these two places to the Bhonsla’s 
officers 


From— COLONEL B CLOSE 

To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp, Right bank of Betwa, the 6th February 1810 

1 have the honour to acknowledge your dispatches of the 30th 
and 31st ultimo 


From my late correspondence you would learn, that a Vakeel 
had come m from Vazeer Mohammed Khan, and that at my desire 
he had returned to his master charged with a message from me 
statmg, that as Vazeer Mohammed Khan had made himself master 
of Chinepoie Baree and Choukigarh durmg the late occasion, when 
Meer Khan was invading the Bhonsla’s territories, it was proposed 
that these places should be restored to the Bhonsla accordingly 
The Vakeel returned to Camp on the 4th instant and yesterday 
presented me with two papers of orders from Vazeer Mohd Khan 
addressed to his principal officers at Champore Baree and Chouki- 
garh, directing them to restore both agreeably to my desire I 
immediately aelivered them to Jaikishan Pant, m 'order that he 
might transmit them to Jeswant Rao Duttajee who commands the 
Rajah’s force within a few coss of Barree A report prevailed some 
time ago that this officer had possessed himself of Baree which 
now proves to have been unfounded It may be concluded I think 
that when he presents the above orders to Vazeer Mohammed’s 
officers, no hesitation will be made m restormg both Champore 
Bail and Choukigarh to the Rajah’s Government 


The disposition which the Rajah has adopted for his troops 
m advance, is not likely to succeed, I think, to the extent which 
he expects Jeswant Rao Duttajee will scarcely be able to do more 
than keep possession of Champore and Choukigarh 


I shall be happy if Sadik Ah Khan joins me ivith a corps of 
His Highness’s treops 


Letter No 30 — Close reports that he had nommated an Aumildar 
of Sironj on behalf of HolkaPs Government and complams 
that Bhonsla’s army had not come to his aid and had been 
starvmg at Baree owmg to want of money 

From— COLONEL CLOSE 

To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Seronj, the 12th February 1810 

Yesterday I received an express from Mr Edmonsfone via 
Nagpur dated the 25th ultimo It gives me a greater latitude than 
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1 possessed before Witli the mqw to add to ilic distresses of Mccr 
Klian I ha\c nominated an Amdtbr of Scronp on Iwlialf of 
HolUrs Government whether the plan will iiltimatcl) sticceetl I 
cannot yet detemnne however it promises fairlj It ought surely 
to remove nil doubt from the Rajahs mind relative to the punty 
and disinterestedness of our intentions in supporting his cause. I 
am gneved to say that notwithstanding His Highness i promise* 
thai^is Anny should cooperate with me I have not heard a word 
of Sadik Alls progress and what is worse or at least liad Is that 
JcswTmt Rao Dutiajcc* Army at Uarrec is absolutely starving Tins 
Army assisted vnth some pay should now be at Bassoda or on tlic 
hnc benveen that place and Chainporc Barree In not p)ing and 
sending forward his troops Hi* Highness is shamefully inattentive 
to his mtcrcsti 


Letter No 31.— In this letter Close give* a bnef history of Sironj 
as to whom It had belonged in the past. How Meet Ktum 
has been behaving and Vnzlr Mohammed withholding the 
transfer of Chouldgarh arc alluded to 

FRovr-COLONLL CLOSE. 

To— N B EDMONSTONE CHIEF SECKETAR'i TO GOV 
ERNMENT 

Sinvah the 37th Februarj i8ia 

A statement of Mccr Khans troops forms on enclosure. 

I have the honour to enclose an Akhlar latclj received from 
Meer Khans Camp The quarrel between the Pindary chiefs may 
be attributed to their ncccssitic* Meet Khan cannot remain long 
m one place from want of subsistence and he seems to have passed 
Ujjam taking the dircaion of Mahipalporc 

A shon time suicc it appeared doubtful whether Scrongc 
should be considered to belong to Holkar or Smdhuu On ray 
arrival at Scronw therefore I caused particular enquiry to be made 
on the point, of the pnnapal of the province and after some delay 
obtained a statement taken from hi* records a copy of which vvitn 
a translation I havr the honour to enclose for tnc notice of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General a detailed account of 
Shcr Khan s expedition to the eastern side of Malwa as given m 
most of the Persian Histones of that penod His siege of Rarttecn 
which ended in its reduction is particularly detenbed and on the 
fall of this place; Scrongc must have been subjected to his auAonty 
and have ^tenvarda continued as an imperial tenure. Although 
Scrongc has often changed masters it appears to have come regular 
ly under the authonry of the Pcsbvra Baji Rao and to have been 
subsequently granted by the Poona Government to Tukoji Holkar 
Jeswant Rao Holkar* ancestor When Luckvva Dada seized on 
Scrongc he acted for himself having previously separated from 
Smdhia s Government and although &rjbc Rao Ghatgay afrenvards 
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I 

laid hold of the piovince he does not seem to have taken the step 
on any ground of right Holkar however soon received possession 
of the province, conferiing it on Meei Khan Holkai’s claims 
to the piovmce therefore appear unquestionably to be best founded 
T have already had occasion to observe that Seronge is an open 
town In the centre of it is a square enclosure m which the 
Amildar has usually resided 

Its may contain about a,ooo square yards The wall is 
low and decayed that it might be forced by a 3 pr It might 
be strengthened so as to make it capable or some resistance, were 
it not that It IS commanded by an eminence which hangs over the 
town 

From this description His Loidship will perceive that Seronge 
IS not only unfoitified, but is incapable of being made a secure or 
convenient post 

The annual revenue of Seionge is as foimerly estimated at 
nearly 3 lacks of rupees For many years it has not yielded more 
than a lac and a half 

The force which accompanied Meet Khan to Seronge on his 
retreat from the Nerbudda is detailed in a paper conveyed herein 
A body of horse consisting of some thousands is said to serve as an 
escort to his baggage, but they are probably so ill-mounted as to be 
useless m the field Of the 12 guns it would appear that tour or 
five weie taken by him at Jabalpur, since Mohammed Shah Klhan 
left Seronge no laige proportion of ordnance or stoies has been 
collected there 

The general idea at Seronge is that the Pindanes who frequent 
the Nerbudda are very numerous Enclosed is an account of the 
numbers under the principal Jammdary taken down from a Pindaiy 
belonging to Dost Mohammed, who was taken prisoner by the 
Mysore horse, consideied as pretty correct Whatever the real num- 
ber of these Pindarics may be they have shoivn themselves parti- 
cularly shy of this force Not more than 10 01 12 have been seen 
at a time, and since two or three of them have been taken prisoners 
not one has been heard of No body of them has been knoivn to 
rendezvous at any spot less distant from us than three or four 
marches 

The country immediately to the eastward and southward of 
Seronge is subiect to various authorities being held prmapally by 
’ the Saugor Chief, the Zaraindai of Mullargarh, the Nabob of 
Koorwye, Raghojee Bhonsla, Sindhia, and Vazeer Mohammed of 
Bhopal The whole of these districts aie open to the ravages of 
any invader, and when not disturbed from* abroad the different 
local authorities frequently enterpnze on each other The 
Pindanes subsist themselves m a gieat degree m these distncts, and 
contribufions have been levied on these hy Meer Elhan who in some 
instances laid waste whole Talook 
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When I crossed the Ncrbudcln I thoucht that tlic Rawh of 
Nagpur might l>c mduccrl to accept his Lonlships ver) liberal onct 
tiirca Imc at he has decidedly rqcctcd them no means seem to be 
left to the British Gotcmmcni by which to strengthen His High 
nass frontier 

A Bntish force cstnhhshctl at Jihalpur would lie sufTincnt for 
the end projKiscd and had circumstances licen such under an 
alliance with the Raiah as to ha\c led to the capture of Bhonal the 
establishment of a Bntish force at that place instead of Jaktlporc 
would ha^c loan compclletl the Pindancs to alwndon their haunts 
on the Nerbudda and made Scrongc of little avail to Mccr Khan 
and besides placed the distncts licforc enumerated on n state of 
secunty 

\ shall def'T ofTcnng an opinion on the expediency or incx 
pcdiency of assisting SadiL All Khan in any \icws he may entertain 
arainst Bhopal until I hn\c an inicrMcu with him. The ortlcrs for 
tnc restitution of Choukignrh which I obtained from Vazeer 
Mohammed base not taken effect having been rejeaed by the 
Killcdar on some orctext which I ha\c nor yet ascertained hut I 
apprehend that Vnzecr Mohammed is secretly resolved not to res- 
tore the place unless lome arrangement suitable to his intcrcsti 
shall be t)re\aou3ly adjusted between him and the Rajah of No^ 
pur Saaik Ah Khan left Iloshan^lad some da^i nnee on his 
wtty to this Camp and will atnve tn the course ot this day 

Statement of Metr Khan $ troops on }ns arrtco! at Seronge 

Infamr) Gum 


Two Battalions joint strength 500 12 

Cavalry 

Amir Khan from Kbal Rampoonih 200 

The son of Akber Khan ]00 

Toorec Baz Khan 150 

M'>hammed Syed Khan Rampoora and 200 

Saiwar Khan 

Mohammed S>cd Khan — Afial Ghuna 200 

Bukshi Gowardhan Lol 150 

Wahid Khan ] 5 {j 

Khuda Buksh Khan aid Meer Khan 1200 

Sunned Khan )Qq 

Sherandaz Khan Afndec 50 

Khair Mohammed Khan and Huvar 50D 

Mohammed Khan 

Shecrah Pir Buka i 200 

Himmat Khan a Pagih JOO 

Abdulla Khan ] 5 q 

Under several petty leaders 5 0 

Total 4 000 

A true translation 


B CLOSE. COLONEU 
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Letter No 32 — This is an important letter m which the causes of 
stopping further mihtaiy operations m Malwa are clearly 
explamed. It throws hght on the attitude and intention of 
British Government in respect of Malwa and the Chiefs m 
that part of the country. 

From— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, FORT St GEORGE 

To— COLONEL B CLOSE 

Fort St George, the 25th February 1810 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch under 
date the 12th instant in reply to the communications contained in 
my letter of the 30th ultimo and to signify to you that the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor-General entirely approves your intention of 
pursuing your march to Hoshangabad m order to drive the enemy 
from Raja Raghojee Bhonsla’s fiontier distiicts of Chainpoie Ban 
and Chowkigarh To dispossess the enemy of tlie places which he 
may have wrested from the dominions of Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla, 
necessarily forms a part of the original object of assembling our 
forces I am fuither directed to convey to you the following 
observations having reference to those contained m your dispatch 

2 The consideration jj^ich principally induced the Governor- 
General to discourage the extension of our Military operations as 
far as Seronge, was (as stated m my letter of the 30th ultimo) the 
apprehension of its mvolving us too deeply m tlie affairs of the 
interior of Hindustan His Lordship would have been happy if you 
had considered the arguments m support of the justice of that appre- 
hension, to have been stated with a view to obtain the benefit of 
your opinion, regarding tlie assumed fact that, such an extension of 
the military operations would probably produce the consequences 
which It was so much the desire of the Governor-General to avoid 


3 The communication which I have had the honour to convey 
to you under authority of the Governor-General has uniformly 
recommended the prosecution of active measures for the purpose of 
dislodgmg the force of Amir Klian from its menacmg position on 
the frontier of the Rajali’s possession, and if possible of attacking 
and dispersmg it, and His Lordship hy his instructions of the 30th 
ultimo intended that no other limitation should he imposed on those 
measures, than such as was necessary to avoid the mconvemence 
and embarrassment of bemg involved in the interests and concerns 
of the states and chiefs of Malwa, of extending the objects of the 
actual warfare, of entering in short upon a system of proceedmgs, 
which by their effect upon the views or apprehensions of others, 
might lead to consequences far beyond the scope of His Lordship’s 
views as described m those mstructions 
19 



146 


NAGPUR RESIDENCY RECORDS 


4- As far as llic cralit of ihc Bniish Government i? concerned 
It did not appear to His Lonlsbip to \k in an\ tIcCTcc endangered by 
this proposed limitation on the contran lbs Loixlship wus dts* 
posetfto think that havnng ongmally declared the sole object of die 
assembling of our forces to be to defeat tlic designs of Amir Khan 
against the dominions of the Raghojee Blionsla when that object 
should have Iicen attainctl !iy tlic atlvancc of our troops compelling 
Ameer khans retreat and arrangements calculated to prevent the 
return of tlic danger which our exertion* luid avened should have 
been subsctjuently formctl our credit would liavc liccn maintained 
as It rcspcctctl the reputation of our arms and augmented as con 
ncctcd \nth the justice and moileration of our news and with the 
smeenry of our dcdaraiions 


5 Another consideration irliich di«cmiragcd the conquest of 
Scrongc or the neighbouring icmioncs irai die difficulty of dis- 
posing of them His Lortwhip foresaw great inconvenience and 
probable future evil from thar licing disposetl of in any manner 
under the security of our guarantee and without that guarantee, to 
transfer them to Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla m other respects the 
most desirable mode of disposing of them would lie nugatory Up- 
on this question Hi* Lordslup would be happj to receive the com 
munication of your opinion with reference to ihc cvxnt of Scrongc 
or tu adjacent temtones coming into our possession 


6 . The Governor-Central fully appreoates the advantage of 
dcpnving Amir khan of the depouand point of support which 
Scrongc affords him and of the arms ordnance and stores which 
If u simposcd to contain and would entirely nppro\‘c the pursuit 
of his force to that place or mto the icmtory of Bhopal vnth the 
expectation of overtaking and dispersing it But if the prosecution 
of the sicOT of Scrongc and the occupation of the adjacent country 
and the mspossession of the Nabob of Bhopal should lead us into 
that extended range of protracted military operations of political 
controversies and of commixture m the complicated and conflicting 
mtcrcstB and concerns of that distracted region His Lordslup 
would desire if possible to abstain from engaging m such an enter 
prize. If there is no hazard of these consequences His Lordslup 
would consider as highly pohuc and adniahle the employment of 
every exertion for the disgrace, defeat and destruction of the force* 
of Ameer Khan by pursuing him to those places of refuK where 
by an accession of resources he might be prepared to take advantage 
of any opportunity of resunung the prosccutioh of his ambmous 
designs. 


7 In directing the comraonicadon of these ohservanons it is 
»hc object of the Govcmor-GeDcral distinctly to explam to you 
he is annous both to avoid and to attain, leavi^ the rest to your 
*tmguished ability and judgment on which h 5 Lordship reposes 
most impliat conhdence and desmne not so much to^rcstram 
to afford a latitude to the cxcrasc of your discretion, with re 
to the points which fomi the subject of this despatch. 
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8 I am directed to take this opportmiity of acknowledging 
the receipt of your fuither dispatclies of the dates noted m the 
margm 


Letter No 33 — ^In this letter Close narrates his discussions with 
Sadik Ah Klhan, who visited him m his Camp Close pomts 
out that smce Vazeer Mohammed had refused to part with 
Choukigarh he was marching to recover it for the Bhonsla. 
He further suggests that Bhopal might be conquered and 
handed over to the Bhonsla 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE 

To— N B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV- 
'ERNMENT 


Soomari, the ist March 1810 

After addiessmg you on the 27th February I had the honour 
to receive youi dispatch dated the 12th of that month Sadik All 
Khan has arrived m the vicinity of this Camp and he accordingly 
visited me m the course of die evening As it was an mtenuew of 
comphment, nothmg passed on business It was urged however that 
he should come to my tent slightly attended on the ensumg 
day Jaikishan Pant informed of Sadik Ah Khan’s approach had 
gone out to meet him and I now learnt mdirecdy from Jaikishan 
Pant that Sadik Ah had no proposition to offer relative to public 
affairs, but was instructed by the Rajah to pay me great attentions 
"^Adien he came to my tent on his second visit I found this informa- 
tion to be apparently correct In conversing with him I adverted 
to the dangers from which the Rajah’s Government had recently 
escaped, pointed out that for a' series of years past His Highness had 
been constantly at war with die Nabob of Bhopal That His High- 
ness’s endeavours to make a conquest of the Bhopal territory had 
failed and as neither side had shown a desire to come to a settle- 
ment, the consequence was that His Highness’s teintones were 
constantly harassed by incursions of the Pmdanes, which ended 
in the late serious mvasion by Meer Khan That m this chiefly 
the Rajah had not only to sustain the menacing enmity of an ally 
of Vazeer Mohammed, but the keen resentment of a personal ad- 
versary violendy bent on revenge That as Meer Klian had only 
retired and might return whenever opportunity sen'^ed, affairs m 
regard to the Rajah’s Government were on the same posture as 
before the mvasion commenced, with this difference only that from 
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the frustration of his designs Mccr Khan might in nny future 
attempt be actuated by augmented pavion and aggravated feelings 
of rcv'cngc. That Vaveer Moltammctl continued in actual hostih 
lies wih ihc Raphs Govc-nment while Mccr Khan onl) awaited 
another opportunity to come to hts ihl that the danger thu* hang 
ing over the Rajahs Goicmmcnl was not limited merely to the 
Rajahs interests hut extended so ns to be the cause of mconicnlcncc 
to the frontier of the Honourable Company i allies the Nlram and 
the Pcshin Tliat from this arcumstance the British Govern 
ment liad a nglit to bear an interest m the condurt of the Rajah i 
Government respecting its enemies just aliudctl to and accordingly 
did hope that IIis IFighncss would now adopt a course of measures 
calculated to prevent a rcairrence of those dangers from vrhich his 
interests had been so liajijuly sa\c<l Sadik Ah afTccicrl to speak 
hghtly of Mccr Khan an<l then obscixttl that as the Rajah his 
master had a sincere and firm fncnil m the Bniwh Government, 
he liad nothing to apprehend from any of his enemy I replied 
that the Bnuih Government had manifested the extreme of fnend 
ship towanls the Rajah of Nagpur That It had supported him 
however at a great Mcnficc at an enormous expense and that ai 
the msccunty of His Highness s temtones exposed the Honour 
able Company c allies to the inconvenience bcforemcnnoDcd it 
could not be unreasonable in the British Government to expect 
that His Highness would not continue to be so far mattenuve to 
hi8 interests as still to leave his temtones exposed to future aitacJj 
from his invcicratc adversancs without suggesting an arrange 
ment for protecting them Sadik Ah agam alluded to the Com 
panys fncndship on which I remarked that to be deserving of 
fnendship we should be reluctant to form unreasonable cxpecta 
tioof from u That the Raph had ccpcncnced the excess of 
fnendship from the Bnush Government in the steps which it had 
taken for His Highness s support and in rcrum it only washed Hu 
Highness to arrange for the future secunty of hu northern frontier 
Sadik Ah said that the Rajah had no object in view which the 
Honourable Company could not accomplish for him that with 
regard to hims elf hu orders were to wait on me, and act with me 
to the best of hu power That with respect to the topics of my dis- 
course, he imagined that whatever might have been agitated there 
on at the Rajahs Durbar would have been commumcated to me 
by Mr Jcnkim Here I observed that it was meumbent -on every 
Government to attend to the welhirc of its charge, that the Bntuh 
ovemment was always studious to protect its temtones and guard 
*4. future evils, and that n would ^ scarcely allowable to 
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apprehend that His Highness the Rajah was not influenced by 
similar pimciples and inchnations That the relation of friend- 
ship between states when firmly established, should not be permitted 
to decline, but should if possible be furthei connected That for 
the accomplishment of an object which though of a common nature 
w'ent immediately to secuie tlie Rajah’s mteiests, His Highness 
surely would not wish the Biitish Government to act alone In ans- 
wer Sadik All said that m such a case, he thought there would be 
no mdisposition towards our views I now gave the discourse a turn 
and conversed with him about his formei operations m the Bhopal 
terntor}^ and after some time enquired if Vazeer Mohammed had 
when his fortunes were so low shown any disposition to come to a 
compromise wath the Rajah He said no, that Vazeei Mohammed 
though capable and active was only a Grazier, (imputmg that he 
was mean and servile) and that it was impossible to come to an 
accommodation ivith him, as no pledge of lus faitli would mfluence 
his conduct In consequence of further enquiries he told me, that 
Kinnoui Garh on the western side of Bhopal was Vazeer Moham- 
med’s principal place of retreat, that he had not been disposed of 
it at the period alluded to, that 'it was convement foi his purpose 
from bemg surrounded by a thick jungle, but that the fort might 
he battered from some adjacent heights Shortly aftei the interview 
terminated 

Tliroughout the whole of the conversation which took place, I 
could not discover that Sadik Ah had it in view to prosecute any 
object at present, besides the recovery of Chokigarh, which Jeswant 
Rao Duttajee is besieging From his manner and expressions how- 
ever It appealed that he would wiUingly co-operate ivith tins force, 
for the purpose of dispossessing Vazeer Moliammed and plaang 
the Bhopal territory under the Government of Nagpur 

It will be obvious to His Lordship, that the result of my inter- 
view with Sadik Ah is not a diiect confirmation of this disposition 
shmvn by the Rajah of Nagpur m lejection of His Loidship’s over- 
mres as described m Mr Jenkm’s correspondence It would 
appear that when Sadik All formerly took possession of the toivn 
of Bhopal an agreement had previously taken place between Smdhia 
and the Rajah of Nagpur, that the territory of Bhopal should be 
equally divided between them, and that its posts should be occupied 
by their troops jointly At the town of Bhopal Smdhia’s troops 
mutmed, which ended m the evacuation of the town by Sadik All, 
when Vazeer Mohammed recovered all that he had lost except 
Chowkigarh and Champore Ban 

In regard to the pomts on which His Lordship has done me 
the honour to requiie my sentiments, my opmions relative to some 
of them ivill be found m my former correspondence Lieutenant- 
Colonel Matrmdell, m a reference to his instructions, conceived that 
he was not at liberty to approach to the Betwah On the 21st 
ultimo he marched from Kimlassa on his return to Cliatterpore 
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My proceeding rclauvt lo Scrongc arc already before His Lord 
shjp. 1 do not mink that the Rojafj of Nagpur would venture to 
occupy It and nm of opinion that it could not be taken possession 
of for the Honourable Company with advantage or convenience, 
unless vmh an arrangement by vvhicli a Bniish force should be 
established on the northern bank of the Nerbudda or at some 
ncighbouniig position 

I cannot entertain mucli hope tliat the Raph of Nagpur vnli 
be ever disposed to come to an nccommodauon with Vazeex 
MohammccL Sadik Ah has already spoken plainly on the pomf 
and from what I have heard of Vazecr Moliammctls notions, he 
conceives that the Nagpur Covemment has unjustly possessed it 
self of districts belonging to the Uhopal territory which u ought 
to restore and as he is equally at vrar with Sindhia as with the 
Rajah of Nagpur a ^jcttlcmcnt vvitlv the latter only would afford 
liim but little sccunty Although lie gave me an order addressed 
to his Killcdar of Clioktgarh directing him to restore place to the 
Nagpur Government it was not olicy^ by the Killcdar when sent 
to him by the Nagpur commander Supposing however that he 
might be prevailed on to make some sacnhcc by way of rctnbuuon 
to the Nagpur Government Ills Highness Ragnojee Bhonsla might 
spm out the ncgtttiation to any length espeoaUy as I could only 
conduct It through Mr Jenkins Sadik All having by his own 
account no authonty to confer with me on an) public subject 
connected with hii masters Government The question of attadi 
mg Bhopal with the view of making a conau6st of the pnnapality 
for the Honourable Company appears to be of great magnitude. 
Bhopal It separated from Bernr by the Nagpur temtory and 
Smdhia ccrtamly considered it as tributary to him exclusively of the 
arrangement which he adjusted inth the Rajah of Nagpur before 
alluded to. But supposing neither Smdhia nor Ragho|cc Bhonsla 
to have any chum to the possession of Bhopal or the tnbutc from 
It, the occupation of it by the Ilonourahlc Company could scarcely 
fail to excite uncasincsi m the mind of Smdhia wnosc pretention* 
It would go to arcumsenbe. It seems not unbkely howcv'cr that 
such effect might be obviated m great degree by transfemng the 
Bhc^l temtory when obtained to the Rajah of Nagpur on condi 
tion of his accMting a Bnnth Subsidiary Force, Tnat for Bhopal 
however His Highness would be induced to accept a Subsidmry 
Force, can scarcely be expeacd. Mr Jenkm* correspondence 
seems to forbid such a hoj^ Tlic question present* itself then 
what 18 to be done to prevent the return of Mecr Khan to the Ner- 
budda, and the mconvcnicncc that would immediately result to the 
Bntish mtcrcsis from his again plaang the Nagpur Government 
in danger The natural remedy of a subsidiary force with the 
Rajah of Nagpur is not pracucabic and it may be apprehended that 
to place a subsidiary force with the Chief of Saugor woiJd be 
equally so. Neither Sinohm nor Holkar possess any fcur claims 
upon him, but he enjoys independence, of which he may be 
ostentaaou* as the Rajah of Nagpur One other ease only seems to 
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remain for consideiation The Rajah of Na^ur is anxious to 
possess Bhopal, and it might he placed under his Government with- 
out much delay The principality might be given to him uncondi- 
tionally, and the British troops ivithdrawn when the acqmsition 
should be completed The co-operation on the service would last 
for some time and the disinterested natuie of tlie act, added to the 
use which the Rajah’s mterests would derive from the presence of 
tiie British troops, might reconcile His Highness to the plan of 
retaining then services As his mterests would be directly bene- 
fited by the acquisition, he would probably find means to satisfy 
Smdhia’s pretentions to a share of the concern , but should it be 
apprehended that the accomplishment of this scheme would end 
m Smdhia’s obtaining possession of a part of Bhopal, the incon- 
venience would not be great, as the object of tire British Govern- 
ment seems to be that Bhopal should not be held by any party m 
alliance with Mecr Khan 

I am now on my way to Champoie Ban, where I shall arrive 
m three or four days and shall not determine to recross the Nei- 
budda without giving a furtlier consideiation to the present state 
of affaiis 


Letter No 34 — Close writes that he intends withdrawing the 
British troops m two columns back to Amraoti. 

From— COLONEL B CLOSE 

To— N. B EDMONSTONE, CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOV- 
ERNMENT 


Camp Sunkair, the 10th March 1810 

In my dispatch of the 7th instant I had the honour to intimate 
that the Bhopal Vakeel having returned to that place, had promised 
to bring me a leply from his master relative to the negotiation m 
the space of six days, and that I should not delay to recross the 
Nerbudda as I could conveniently have further meetmg with the 
Vakeel at Hoshangabad I accordingly encamped at Baiee yester- 
day, and at this giound this forenoon 

On the 8th mstant I addressed a letter to the Quarter Master- 
General of the Army for the mfoimation of Government, mtimat- 
mg my intention to march tlie troops back to Ber^r m two columns, 
one by Shapoor and Multai to Amraoti, and the other by Hosh- 
angabad, Seoni and Burhanpur mto the western side of Berar the 
former column to proceed, in two successive divisions The first 
division will accordmgly cross the Nerbudda tomorrow m order to 
proceed on its maich the folloivmg day 

By tlie time the two columns I, hope to be 

honoured with the instructions of Government on the disposition 
which I have submitted in my dispatch to the Quarter Master- 
General, or on any arrangements ivhich may be resolved on for 
stationing the troops at Amraoti or other part of the frontier 
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Letter No 35^Close rqwrta that the Wnkccl of Vaxcer Mobara 
mod idion had come to him with propoials for a mediation 
between the Ra)ah of Nagpur and Vazecr Mohammed Khan 
who wn* not Inclined to negotiate with the Rajah without 
the mcdlaUon of the Bntiib and a parantec of protection 
from the British HU report U nUo Important oi it fuegcfti 
the change in the mind of Raghojee rcprdlng the extaDliih 
ment of a British force on the Neibudda- , 

rnoM-COI ONLL B CLOSH. 

To~N B rDMONSTONC. CHILF SECRETARY TO GOV 
ERNMENT 

Iloshangahad the a^nd March rSto 

Vnzeer Mohammctl * Vakeel returned from Bhopal at the 
lime ncarl) ulnch he liad appointttl and at my first intcrMCw wth 
him after hw return \ divot era! that Vazeer Mohammed having 
no reliance on the faith of the Rajah of Nagpur would decline to 
come to an agreement isitli him unless the »c\cral stipulatTon* 
should l>c formailj guaranteed b\ the British Gotemment 

I dtscotirvxl uith the Vakeel for some time ctpbinmg to him 
that the guarantee of tlic Bniish Government to the proposed 
accommcKtaiion wus never m contemplation He said that Vazeer 
Mohammed had ahvays relied on the justice and clemency of the 
Bntish Government tint he was unable to expel the Pindancs that 
it ivas from nccc 5 «U) alone that he acted inth Mecr Khan that 
bindhia had sold the Bhopal Government to Raghojec Bhonala that 
were Vaaecr MoliammctI to simulate wiili the latter without the 
guarantee of the Honourable Company he would stipulate only 
lor his nun 

That were he to conclude an agreement with the Raph of 
Nagpur of a nature both offensive and defensive, with a vnew to 
have the Rmah s aid against the Pindancs and the hostile attempts 
of Dowlat Rao Sindhia still the guarantee of the Bntish Govern 
ment would be indispensable that protected by the guarantee he 
would be free from apprehension and secure the Nagpur Govern 
ment would enjoy tranquillity and safciy and die districts of 
north sides recover from their present condition 

but that without the guarantee die benefit would be solely on the 
side of the Rajah who would pursue old designs, and if necessary 
again call m the aid of Dowlat Rao Sindhia Finding that the 
guarantee was considered by Vazeer Mohammed as a 
1 resolved that the reply brought by the Bhopal Vakeel should be 
stated to SadiL Ah Khan in order tnat the mediation should c«ue. 
The Vakeel Sadik Ah and Jatkishan Pant accordingly met at my 
tent yesterday cvenmg In stating Vazeer Mohammed s reply to 
the three articles proposed the Vakeel made it appear that m his 
master s opinion an agreement bctw'ccn him ana the Rajah of 
Nagpur would be naturally useful unless it should be so liberal as 
10 promise the rcstiruaon of Barec and other dutnets, be of a nature 
defensive and offensive and be supported by the guarantee of the 



PINDARICS 


153 


Bncibh Go^crnmcnt Saclik Ah objected to the pioposition for 
making the tci ms of the .iccomodation so extensive, said that should 
It take place on tlie giound jnoposed, and a happy intei course bet- 
ween the two Goxcinmcnts he the consequence, fuither ai tides 
might in time he added foi the advantage of both sides I obseived 
that although I ivas picjiaicd to any arrangement 

which should he concluded I could not possibly giant the guaiantee 
of Honouralile Company, an act which I had not in contemplation 
A conversation now ensued between Sadik All and the Vakeel 
which had no desiiahle issue, and at length I told the Vakeel, that 
as Vazeer Mohammed had w'lrhheld his assent fiom the rhiee 
articles pioposed, icquiiing that the agiccment should not only be 
made moic extensne, hut he suppoited by the guarantee of the 
Honourable Company which could not he granted, I found he 
would accordingly give intimation to his mastei, w'ho w^ould 
consider himself as continuing iindei ihe displeasure of the British 
Government according to the explanation which I had made when 
the negotiation commenced Heie the Vakeel w'ent into a justi- 
fication of his master’s demands stating that his aim W'as only to 
bate pioiokcd, and he placed in the possibility of recovering under 
just engagement what liom want of sticngth, he had unfoi innately 
lost I judged It unnecessary to make any reply, and the meeting 
broke up After the Vakeel hid reined, S.idik Ah secured lo 
legrct, that the pair I took to elTcct and lold him, that although 
I was obliged to the mediation, still it was open 

10 the Rajah to come to such an accommodation with the Bhopal 
Government, a^ he should judge consistent with his interests 1 
formerly adverted to considerations w'hich induced me to think that 
any course of piocccdmg calculated to Vazeei 

Mohammed into a compliance w'lth certain demands, as an aton- 
ment for his past conduct, would ultimately fail of effecting him 
under the impression, that he ccntinues to sustain the displeasure 
of Government 


Letter* No 36 — The letter reports the excursions of the Pmdaries 
into the dominions of the Nizam and the Peshwa They 
went far mto Hyderabad territories, crossed the Godavari and 
then returned through Peshwa’s dommions 

From— HENERY RUSSELI,, ACTING RESIDENT AT 
POONA 

To— THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO, GOV- 
ERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM. 

Poona, the 17th November 1810 

I A body of Pmdaiies, amounting to about five thousand, 
said to belong to Karim Khan and Seetoo Dhurras, have lately made 
an irruption mto the Peshwa’s teriitories They came from the 
direction of Burhanpiir, crossed the Puma at Edlabad, and passing 

20 
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flong the foot of the InIK ninr Ajintt puteintctl hy tltc Kaw:i 
barrv Ghat which is farther to the wcitw'anl Tlicy then separated 
into dilTcant parties and spread ihcmscUcs o\cr the surrounding 
lountry wh re they met with nothing either to repel or to reside. 
But the mam body px«cd the Coda^ary at 1 oolrnmlKi and pcnctra 
r«l watli astomsiimg rapidity as far as Sangamner an open town 
m the cliargc of the Vinchoor Jaghcerdar not more than seventy 
mile* from roona in a N N U direction They plundered the 
t''wn and then moved with the same rapuhty ns l)cforc to the 
iic-tli west os far as Nasik but the touat Iwing occupict! hy a small 
party of the Peshwat » Horse they did not enter »t hut moved ofT 
as prcapitaiclv as they came plundering even, side of them in the 
direction of Chandur and rciircd through one of the Glut* into 
Cliandorc range of hill* They arc supposed to have rccrosscd the 
fapty immediately 

A considerable body of tlic Pindarics and about five or six 
thoiuand of Meet Khans and Shnpat Ram* troop arc reported 
re have collected licincen the Nerbudda and the Tnpty Th" 
‘etilemeni of Holkar * tliatncts in Khamlcsh is assigned a* the 
professed reason for the advance of Mccr Khan s and Slinpat Rams 
rtxip so far towards the southward 

a. When the accounts of the irruption of tlic Pmdancs rcacli 
CO Poona it was loo late to think of raking any step* lo def nd the 
country from their c\cc*s.a. liut I prcssctl the l^esliwa and the 
Minister as I have done over and over again Iwfqrc to order a 
Bufiinent body of troop Iwth of their own and of the Jaghcerdar^ 
whose distnctt arc m tint direction to move toward* the N W 
fronner and to keep them p rniancntly »Tanoncd there to defend ic. 
Tlic necessity of this measure vvas too obvious at the moment if anv 
objection to b made to it and tbc SimThia therefore immediately 
desired the to dcnch a boiiy of his own troop * 

under Trtmbakjec Danglia and to order Balloba the Vmchoor 
jngirdars Diwan Madhoo Rao Hasuah and tbc head of Poorun 
dcrcc family all of whose districts have now been plundered by 
the Pindarics to send forward as many of their troop as they could 
collect But although these order* were given a fortnight ago the 
only apprent step that has yet licen taken towartl* fululling them 
on the pan either of the Minister or of the JaghinLir is the pitching 
of three or four small tents outside the city 

4. The Peshwa himself especially the fvCnistcr seem 

to be ouitc indifferent to the state of ihoac dlSTn^t^ winch being 
grantea out m Surrunjamec or Jnghcer produce no immediate 
revenue m mcmey to the Pnnee, For their own personal safety and 
for the protection of the Government agamn oil senous aggression, 
they repose m the moet indolent sccunty upon us As to the 
Jaghccr^rs themselves so obsnnatcly bbnd arc they to their own 
most essential interests and so great is their insemibility to dangers 
which do not immediately stare them in the face, that I am prsuad 
cd they liad at any time rather allow tlicir country to be plundered 
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of a lack of lupecs tlian lay out ten thousand to defend it against 
the plundeiers Notwithstanding the importance of the Peshwa’s 
distiicts in Kliandcsh and the degiee m which then local situation 
exposes them to the inclusions of the Pindai les and notwithstanding 
the urgency with which the Peshwa has constantly been piessed by 
the Resident to maintain a foice adequate to then defence, I leally 
believe that at this time a thousand horse, and perhaps, two thous- 
and foot which are generally employed against the Bheels, the 
utmost extent of the troops of every description that eithci the 
Peshwa oi the Jagiidais have m this portion of Khandesh 

5 I understand by a letter which I have lately received from 
A'lr Cole, that object of the mission on tlie part of the Rajah of 
Kolhapoie to Mysore which was mentioned by me m the. seventh 
and six following paiagiaphs of my address to your Loidship No 

1 8, dated the 15th of October, was to obtam the co-operation not of 
the Mysoie hut of the Company’s Government, and that Hanumant 
Rao fuiding nothing could be accomplished towards the object of 
his mission at Mysoie had pioceeded to Madias, and had again 
passed Mysore m the latter end of October on his return from 
Madras towards Kolhapoie 

6 Chmtaman Rao lately went fiom Sanglee with about a 
thousand hoise to a place called Inchulcarioonjee about twenty 
miles fiom Sanglee and rather less fiom Kolhapore, with the inten- 
tion of meeting the Rajah But Appa Desai heaiing of his design, 
and knowing that the chief object of the projected airangements 
between the Rajah and Chmtaman Rao was to attack him, moved 
immediately with a lesjDectable foice from Nipaune to Hcopuree 
and threw himself betw^een Chmtaman Rao and Kolhapore Chin- 
taman Rao lemamed se\eral days at Inchulcarioongee but finding 
that Appa Desai has resolved to pi event his advancing farther 
he retired to Sanglee, and Appa Desai also has returned to his usual 
place of residence at Nipaunee 

7 Since I last had the honoui to address your Loidship, His 

Highness the Peshwa has gi\en his son the name of Vahmun Rao, 
the name taken by Vishnu m his fifth incarnation of the The 

Marhatta’s even the highest classes of them, are quite as supersti- 
tious as the natives of the othei parts of India m their method of 
fixing the names of their children On the eighteenth day after die 
birth of the child, w^hich was pronounced by the astrologers to be 
the most auspicious that occurred, a number of small papers on 
each of wLich was written the name of a Hindu deity, were thrown 
promiscuously m front of the Idols, before which the Peshwa gene- 
rally performs his devotions and a child was desired to select one 
from among them The child selected the paper on w^hicli 
Vahmun Rao i*as wuitten and that name theiefore w^as immediate 
ly fixed on for the young Piince 

8 The money given away m chanty and presents by the 

Peshwa on this occasion, amounts, I understand to about seven and 
eight lacs of lupecs, and thousand five bundled inaunds 
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of sugar liavc been di^tnbutcd lo all ihc tnlnbitams of Poona ami 
the different people those come in from the ncigbliounng countnc* 
a* well ns the neb The Ministers nephtnv adopted son Ana 
Dhumdcrcc Madhoo Rao Rastmb and a fc^^ other iwrsons sclcacd 
b\ the Peshu-a ucni through the at\ in different thrcoion* wath 
elephants loadctl nith sugar and at c\cry house that they passed 
however olucurc or miserable it might l>c left a pound of 
mth Pcshu'as name and half a jxiund in the Minister f All 
personi of distinction Imd sugar sent to them in quanutics pro- 
ponionatc to their rpnk On the tla> I callctl upon the Pcfhwa to 
congratulate him he in^istcxl upon having two trays of sugar im 
mediately set before me in his presence although the proper umc 
for observing that form Inti not yet arrived in order as he said 
that I might be tin first person to whom the compliment was paid 
And he afterwards sent knihnajcc Mankeshwar and the Minister 
sent lus own adopted son to the Residenev with trap's of sugar 
from each of them at the time the general distnbution was going 
on m the aty 

9 The PeshwT has not vet fixed a daj for receiving the pre 
sema that arc to l>c mndc to him I find upon collecting the differ 
ent anicles of jeweler) and cloth which will lie ncccssarj that in 
addition to a few of iho«c alrcad) in store which arc of a desenpnon 
fit to be uved upon such occasions the actual cxpcn»c in pre 
senis for the Pehwa himself his two wives and il>e young Pnnee 
will hanll) exceed aghtecn thouvmd rupees. 

10 \S'hen Knshiia|cc Mankeshwar and ilie Ministers adopted 
son came to the Rcsidcncv it was ncccssarv for me to make presents 
to them. I gave the former a Jugha a ^urpcich stnng of pearls 
a paw of shawls and a set of clothes and the latter a surpanch, a pair 
of shawls and a set of clothes But oU those articles, jewels, as well 
as clothes I took out of the public stores 

1 1 1 lately made an excursion for a few days m the country 

immediatcl) round Poona and was received and treated every where 
with the greatest respect and attention Among other places I 
went to Purander which ii considered I believe especially by the 
names thcmidvcs to be thc'srrongcst hil) fort m this part of the 
country and notwathstanding the dislike they generally have of 
showing the inside of their ^orts to us 1 was admitted by the 
Peshwas particular order into the innermost pan of Purander and 
shown over all the works \Vhti\ I left the fon the officer m charge 
of it presented me with a pair of shawls and a dress and each of the 
gentlemen who accompanied me with a set of clothes. 

le. The Peshwa complained to me that his brother Chimnajec 
Appa had gone on a religions excursion to Dowtcc and Necragaon 
two small places of the bank of the Bhiraa River without paymg 
him the j roper compliments without giving lum any prevnous 
nonce of his mtennon Chimuajec Appa returned to Poona after 
being absent for a few days It is by occasional marks of disrespect 
and inattention of the which whenever they occur on the 
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Chimiiajee Appa’s part, are studiously aggiavated by the Mmistei, 
that the disagreement between the Peshwa and his brother is 
unrated and kept up and it happens most unfortunately that the 
instances however trifling m themselves constitute together one of 
the occasions of all others m which, although it is very easy for an 
enemy to do a great deal of harm but difficult for a friend to do any 


Letter No 37 — The letter reports that a body of Pindanes has 
crossed the Nerbudda and appeared near Hmganghat 
This had led to certain precautions bemg taken for the 
protection of Nagpur 


From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL H CONRAN, COMIVL^NDING AT 
JALNA 


Nagpur, the 21st November iSio 

Intelligence has been leceived by the Rajah that a fresh body 
of Pindanes has lately crossed the Nerbudda at Handia and is ex- 
pected to take the route of Berar 


The party which has been lately plundering in this neighbour- 
hood was last heard of about Hmganghat about 24 coss south of 
Nagpur whether they proceeded after making the circuit I before 
described, the Rajah’s troops have been ineffectually sent out m 
different bodies to puisue them and are now returned to Nagpur 
A force however of about 1,400 horse and 200 Infantry with 6 guns 
has been fixed at Patansaongi, 8 Coss to the Northward of this city 
and another body of horse at Lodeekhera about 12 coss beyond that 
place Orders have also been issued to the different Zammdars and 
others who have the charge of stoppmg the passes m the hills, by 
which the Pmdaries can penetrate m this direction, to be more 
careful m future, howe\er experience has shoivn that this mode of 
defence is not to be depended on 


Letter No 38 — ^This report from an “Akbar” forms an enclosure 
to the Resident’s letter The "Akbar” reports the rapid move- 
ments of the Pmdanes 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL H CONRAN, COMMANDING AT JALNA 

Nagpur, the 22nd November 18 lo. 

Kalfa Dhurra of the Smdlua Shahee and Holkar Shahee Pmda- 
nes having crossed the Nerbudda at the Buglateerghat set out m 
the direction of Buihanpore These Pmdaries did not go to 
Burhanpore, but entering Berar, they plundered Teewasgaon and 
Nci, buint .1 few houses at Parseoni and passing the Berolee Ghat 
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ticar Bciul came and encamped ni Tendhagaon co»» from 
Bhadegaon near Saoligarh Jalram Pant wth Bhadu Gond Koo|>- 
sah TliaVur and Chandra Shah lljakur r\mc upon them unawares 
retook from them tuo elephant* and 5 hones which they had 
earned olT from Kcllodc and made one Pindary pnsoncr \V 1 ih 
the exception of the elephants and home* all plunder was left 10 the 
Captors and tho^c of the Pindarics whose horses ivcrc fresh re 
crossed the Nerbudda at the Buglatccr Ghat that night 

A second time a of Pindanc* crossctl the Nerbudda at 

the Buglatccr Ghat md procccthng by the route of Puthuncara 
Sohagpur and Teegaon pluntknxl Mohpa and Dhapewara 
TTiesc returning ^ Dcrolcc Chat and Puthanran rccrossw the 
Nerbudda at the Bliarkus Cliai three co« from Babuec ontl went 
to their cliaom at katcpliora Jeewegaon and kunoj m the nagh 
bourhood of Goonergurh 

The Dhurra of Kanm* son is at Bhopal Their horses pre 
all ready thod Dost Mohammed Ptmlar} i» at Gccarusporc 
between Bhdsa and Seronje Jeswani Rao Duttaice iras encamped 
at Ramgarh hut ha^ moictl 10 Kivinporc Balm ^k (an auxilliar) 
of Vazeer Mohammed Khan and the Pmdancs) is at Shoragaon on 
this side of Patgarh Barra and Chota Ramjan Pmdancs arc encamp- 
ed at Gopal(>orc on this side of Scimts and fire cos* north of th* 
Nerbudda which thev w'erc about to cross 


Letter No — ^The letter mttmates that s body of Plndanes 6000 

strong had appeared at Betul and tome bad even plundered 
a place 4 cos* from Nagpur 

From-R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR* 
To-COLONTX CONRAN COMM^\NT)I\G AT J\LN/V, 
Nagpur the i5Th/iCth December 1810 

I this morning received a letter from m\ neivswntcr at Betul 
statmg that a boay of PIndanc* said to lie Cooo m numlwr had 
^petured in that neighbourhood and people ha\-e just come m from 
Tuckia a place about 4 com from hence on the road to Amraoii 
who mention their having plundered that place and their having 
proceeded m a South Westerly direction 

It IS possible that this body ma) cro« the Wordha into Berar 
perhaps alwut Nachangaon 

P S — ^This letter should have been dispatchcil yesterday but 
that the Dak road was beset by Pindaric* These freclfootcrt seem 
to be at present down in great number and ore lioldcr than ever in 
their approaches to the aty 

A party from my escort went out yesterday afternoon to 
recover an elephant which the Pindaric* had corned aivay Ihc 
party was successful m the objea after a pursuit of about ao milis 
and besides killbd two Pindanes and took one prisoner bringing 
in bkewisc, thr*e horses 
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Letter No 40 — ^The letter describes tire route by which Nana Sahib 
was to go to Allahabad 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— J RICHARDSON, AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL, BANDA 


Nagpur, the 12th Januaiy 1811 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 24th ultimo 
and lose no time m acquainting you that I have just had an official 
communication fiom the Durbai infoimmg me that Nana Sahib 
will piocccd. by Jabbiilporc as originally intended and not by Ratan- 
poie, as I was given to undei stand by his Highness’s manager 

I paid His Highness a faicw'cll visit ycstciday, and explained 
to him and the Rajah the contents of youi letter They both ex- 
pressed thcmsches much giatfficd by your attention and particularly 
pleased with the deputation of a person on your pait to Jahbulpore 
and your intention to visit Nana Sahib 

Nana Sahib maiches I believe ceitainly on Monday next the 
:4th instant 

I propose to send a du|jlicate of this letter to Salamat Ah to 
he forwarded direct, and I shall at the same time inform him of 
Nana Sahib’s route being fixed, to provide for the possible case of 
his receiving counter orders fiom you m consequence of my last 
communication 


Letter No 41 — The letter refers to reports about the "assignment 
of a tract of countrjf in the vicinity of Nizam’s frontier to 
the Pindarics on condition of their abstammg from plunder- 
ing and molesting the territories of the Rajah” He men- 
tions that a similar arrangement had been made to persuade 
Karim Khan and Cheetoo to refrain from their loot and 
devastation of the country of the Rajah, but to no useful 
purpose 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— C RUSSELL, ACTING RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

Nagpur, the 9th March 1811 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date the 26th ultimo 

The mteihgence theiem stated to have been received by the 
Government of Hyderabad relative to the assignment of a tract of 
country m the vicinity of the Nizam’s frontier to the Pmdanes, 
on the condition of their abstaining from plundeimg and molesting 
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ihc tcmionca of the Rajah seem^ to Iw nor witlioul foundation 
On a former occasion it is prolwhly not unknown to )ou a 
iimdar asaicnmcnt was made of the diitncts of Singporc Babcc 
and others m the \ianiiy of Ilmhan^abad on this side of the Ncr 
budda to one of the Pindary ancfmns on the occasion of the 
sazurc of Kanm and Sccioo by Smdhia and m consequence of the 
inefTicac) of the arrangement to the purpose intended this Cotem 
ment took the opportunity of resuming 


Dunng the imasion of Mccr Kltan negotiation* were again 
commenced intli the Pindar) Cliicfs knoirn hy the names of Buna 
and Chitianjan for the restoration of these pbces to ilieir aulhont) 
but nothing ua* deaded These chiefs liouctcr rcccitcd some 
pecuniary advances from the Rajali both then and since which 
ha\-c m a great measure prevented them \nth their lirctlircn in 
their incursions in this quarter and a Vakd ha* occasionally resid- 
ed on their part at Nagpur 

The present Vakeel named khan Mohammed came here 
sliortly after the formldahlc irruption which took place m these 
temtona in December last and I understand that through hi* 
agency a negotiation ha* been opened mih Kanm relative to the 
assignment of the dustnets in question to iliai preilaiory cJncf 
jointly with the oihcn The only point of difTcrcncc icems to be 
the extent of the new aaignmcnt which as it is intended include 
a greater numlwr of interest* amongst the Pindancs is naturally 
expeaed by them to be more ample than formerly and u w expea 
cd that a Vakeel from kanm will shonl) proceed hitherto repre 
sent more fully the interests of his master 


Considering the late appheauon of the Rajah for a Bniish force 
to be stationed m hi* temtone* u i* natural to conclude that the 
pretent negotiations on the part of this Court arc merely of a 
tcmponzine nature and that their being brought to a conclusion 
wiU depend upon the success or failure of that applicanon of 
which the pnnapal objea no doubt is to secure the Rajah* 
dominions from the incursions of the Pmdane*, Should the 
Rajah not succeed m his applicanon I apprehend that his dread 
those freebooters who will become more formidable than ever 
by the release of their anaent leaders must lead to some arrange- 
ment of the nature m question- 


Expcncncc has- shown that under the present system of hu 
Gove rnm e n t the Rajah cannot depend upon hi* troop* for the 
slightest exertion even to protea his capital from insult and the 
least rcson of wcaknets is to remponze with danger* which it can 
not withftand and to purchase a transitory security by sacnfices 
which m the end rather hasten than retard the penod of it* 
downfall 
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Letter No 42 — ^Jenkins reports that the Pindaries had plunders 
Pownee a place near Nagpur and set fire to a part of it witt 
out gaining any plunder There was a rumour that Karm 
Khan had crossed the Nerbudda with a large band o 
Pindanes and threatens to come down on Nagpur Jenkin 
therefore required that lus escort and their weapons b 
augmented and a reinforcement from Hyderabad Subsidiar 
force be sent immediately 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL CONRAN, COMMANDING HYDERABAI 
SUBSIDIARY FORCE, JALNA 

Nag|iui, the 26th Novembci iSii 

You mil piobably have heaid of the iriuption of a body oj 
Pindaries belonging to Karim into tlicse teiiitoiics, of then nea; 
approach to this city and of then actual success m setting fire t( 
one quarter of it, although mtliout gainmg any "plunder of conse 
quence 

These Pindanes piocccding to the South waid plundered th< 
large town of Powni and othei places They were by the las 
accounts near the Waidha m the direction of Wunnee Waroia. anc 
are not yet apparently icturnmg to the Northwaid although it 11 
ten days since they made then appeal ance here Then numbei 
IS certainly not less than foui thousand 

The Rajah has since leceived intelligence that Kaiim himsell 
has crossed the Nerbudda with six or eight thousand more Pmd 
aries, some infantry and rocketmen, and four guns It is under 
stood that the party now down will form a junction with that anc 
that unless the Rajah makes some arrangement, m time, to pa) 
him off, he will come down to Nagpui 

In anticipation of these occuriences I some time ago suggestec 
to Government the dangei to which the British Residency mighi 
eventually he exposed, and solicited a tempoiary augmentation oj 
the escort by a gun or such other leinfoi cement as might be tlioughi 
proper I am m daily expectation of an answei, but as the cal 
may be immediate I have this day written to the Nabob Salabai 
Khan requesting a reinforcement fiom him with a gun if he car 
spare it without danger to the country he has to protect, "and one 
of the objects of this letter is to make you acquainted with this 
state of circumstances and to lequest that if you should think youi 
self authorized to comply with my application you will have tire 
goodness to send such a reinforcement to our escoit which consist: 
of two pretty stiong companies of Infantry and twenty-five of the 
Madras body Guard, as you may judge adequate 

Our premises are too extensive to be defended by oui presem 
force espeaally without a gun and with this to secure ourselve: 
against the attaedcs of infantry we ought to have at least one hund 
red additional firelocks besides the probability tliat a fonmdabk 
appearance would deter the Pindanes from those attempts agams: 
Ub which they imght otheiwise be emboldened to make. 

2i 


162 


NAGPUR RESIDENCn RECORDS 


Another object of my communintion to Avhicb bowener I shall 
briefly allude a^ from its Ixang of more impornncc )ou may not 
thinV your»cU autbon?^! to act ttjwn it w the suggestion that 
Kanm may probably continue on tins side of the Nerbudda dunng 
the greater part of the present season and tint should mitten be 
imicibly settled tnth the Rojah of Berar may require the presence 
of your force for its protection 

I «hall fonrard n cop\ of tUi^ Ictccr lo Mr Ruwll and at the 
tame time I liope jon ma) lie aide to complj mih m) rcqucJt for 
a reinforcement on yoxir own aiithont) and udthout the delay of 
reference \ou uill of course at no distant penod rcccixc his insinic 
tions applicable to both points of this communication 


Letter No 41. — ^Jenkins points out the justification for cal l i n g for 
a reinforcement to augment his own escort and for aiding 
the Bhonsla in his efforts to drive out the Pindarics if they 
attacked in large numbers under Karun Khan The exodus 
of Kanm Khan to territones south of the Nerbudda js due 
to the Military preparations of the Smdblau If he attacks 
Nagpur he is also likely to sweep into Berar Hence all pre- 
caudoQs have to be taken against this possibility 

From-R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR ^ 

To-H RUSSELL RESIDENT AT I HTIERADAD 

Nagpur the a6th November 1811 

I have the honour to transmit to you the copy of a letter which 
1 have this day addressed to Colonel Conran 

The necessity of the moment mil 1 should hope be considered 
to justii^ any call for a reinforcement from the only Bntish Canton 
ment with any moderate distance, and as the occasion mil probably 
be only temporary I feel confident that you mil find yourself at 
liberty to confirm ray appbcation to Colonel Connm 

My late dispatches aviII have made jou fully aetjuamted mth 
the state of affairs in this quarter and mill the scniiracnts which 
the progrcs8i>c increase of the power of the Pmdanca has led me to 
entertain My suggestion m consequence of Kanm haiang crossed 
I the Nerbudda mth guns and infantry regarding the probabihty 
of his continuance to the Souihtvard of that nter and the danger 
to which Berar would be exposed is merely nonced to Colonel 
Conran. Kanm is said to have brought his family mth him and 
to have been led to the step m some measures by the imhtaiy 
preparations of Sindhia, which I conclude to be those mentioned in 
the last dispatch to Goi'cmmcnt of the Resident at the Court of 
that Prmce. Whether those preparations are or arc not directed 
against the Pmdanes and Mr Strachey thinks they are not it is 
natural that Kanm should remove himself from all danger either 
of force or treachery particularly when the mode m which he iras 
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formerly seized is taken into consideration As long theiefoie as 
Baptiste continues in the vicinity of Raghogarh oi Bhopal, Kanm 
may be evpccted to lemam at a distance and on this side of the 
Nerbudda 

But his first opeiations as ilicy have commenced against the 
Rajah will I should conceive be still diiccted towards this quarter, 
and if the Rajah docs not buy him off witli money oi territory or 
as I believe his demand is, with both, he ivill in all likelihood come 
down to Nagpur Whether Kaiim succeeds m plundering the city 
or a part of it oi extorts money and tcriitory from the Rajah, 
Berar will be exposed as his next object, and he cannot plunder 
Nagpui without adding gicatly to his leputation, to the numbeis 
of his folloi\cis and to his equipments m guns and military stores 
At all events the Rajah has at this moment no force ready to meet 
him in the field and he could only repulse any attack which might 
be made on his capital 

In any case the followers of Karim if beat off at Nagpur, would 
seek for indemnification some where else and Berar is the country 
immediately within their reach 

Although tlierefore I am aware that Government does not 
consider the Subsidiary foicc to be intended to act against Pindanes, 
(as mere desultoiy plundeicrs of course) yet if it appears that a 
great independent Government like that of the Rajah, cannot 
oppose an effectual resistance to them even in protecting its capital 
from insult and perhaps plunder, and if under these ciicumstances 
the great force of these plundeiers is united under its principal 
leader and with a proportion of infantry and guns m a situation to 
invade the' teintoiies of our ally I am inclined to think tliat it will 
become necessary foi us, to co-opeiate with the troops of that ally 
in preventing such an invasion On this subject however, I can 
only offer my opinion although I conceive that I should have been 
deficient in duty if I neglected to state the circumstances above 
desenbed 


Letter No 44 — ^Jenkms reports the formidable strength of Cheetoo 
and Karim Elhan and their objective of wrestmg Garha 
Mandla from the Bhonsla Their strength and eqmpments, 
and the possibihty of their attackmg Nagpur had spread 
pamc m Nagpur. The danger for Berar is also suggested. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL CONRAN, COMMANDING THE HYDER- 
ABAD SUBSIDIARY FORCE AT JALNA 

Nagpur, the 28th November 18 ii 

Having last night leceived accounts from my news-wnter in 
Karim’s Camp, dated 12 days ago, and from that of Seetoo, of as 
late a date as six days ago, I deem it proper to make you acquaint- 
ed with the substance of them 
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Tlic Rajilia miclliCTncc, «hicli 1 commiiniaiwl in in) Icuci 
to )our ntUlrcAs dital Sic 6tU of Kanm leaving crossctl the 
Ncrbuddi «ccm 5 to ha\c Ixxn premature Scctoo Imucncr with 
Ins folloucrf ^iid to Iw alwut H^xio honic i/xio Infantry and 8 
gims (the gim< m\ Ilimrrahs ihc\ conmctl) is ccnainl) 
cncampctl on the southern lank of the jCcrbiidda at Ncclcc alwnt 
4 coss from Sutuv which is to the nonhward of tlic riser Scctoo 
has his famil) mth him 

M) Ihrcarrahs left the camp of Knnm at Khyrec alxjiit 20 
coss Nonh of the Nerbudda in company svith Udajee Naik who 
\r \5 sent \\\ the Raph to negotate Kantns demands now under 
reference to the Rnjih arc Mid to lie six lacks of Rupees in cash 
and the cession of Ganah Manilla and to settle the matter in case 
the Rajah 'mW treat on such a basis kanm proposed to send a 
person to Nippur as hts Vakeel Udajee Naik hid returned to 
bectoos Camp nut was iftenvanls recalled to lint of Kanm 

The demand of the Pindaiy Chief if they arc corrccil) stated 
must reduce the Rajah to the ncccssii) and the disgrace of dLs- 
membenng from liis Governments us nehen province or of nskmg 
the plunder of his capital denounced as the alicmanvc. Kanm 
vras understood to lie on the point of moving down to the Nerbudda 
to give weight to his negotiations 

He has with him two battalions of Infantry said to lie ttvo 
thousand strong ditapUned and commanded b) in European of 
the nimc of Ball founcen guns of different calibres and six or 
eight thousand horse vrhich arc independent of the bod\ still m 
the Raiih » tcmtoncs and m Berar they arc also said to be indcpcn 
dent ot manv parties of horse and Infantry scancred over the 
districts he has usurped 

M\ writer further describes the most solemn oaths of fratcr 
nity and mutual support to have been lately exchanged between 
the chiefs of all the pnnapal parties of the Pindarics and Kanm 

Secioo had wntten to kanm that he was about to send a body 
of hia followers to plunder m the Nizam s tcmtoncs and they were 
to be joined b) a reinforcement from the other great body 
I believe the two parties united have smec tnicn the dircaion of 
Burhanpur 

The alarm m Nagpur is, as you may suppo^ very great and 
docs not appear to be less in the counals of the Rajab than else 
where but it does not lead to the most rational mcafurcs of defence. 
Nothing in the present mtcUigencc although m some respects 
different from the former others indeed it is rather calculated to 
confirm the opmions I have already expressed, relative to the 
dangerous state of the Rajah a affairs to the mutual nsk to Berar 
and to the necessity of the British Rendency being early placed in 
a respectable posture of defence. So to this latter mjject. I am con 
Tinc^ ^ou wiU contribute as far as may be m your power 
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Letter No 45 — ^Jenkins reports that the Pmdari Chief Kanm Khan 
had “put the Rajah^s (Bhonsla’s) agent Udajee Naik in irons” 
on the ground that the latter^s correspondence with his 
master which had been mtercepted betrayed a lack of 
smcenty on the part of the Bhonsla How the Bhonsla was 
preparing to resist the attack of Pmdanes on Nagpur is 
described. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 
To— COLONEL CONRAN, COMMANDING HYDER- 
ABAD SUBSIDIARY FORCE, JALNA 

Nagpur, the 2nd December i8ii 
Smee I last had the honour to address you, tlie only mtelhgence 
fiom the Nerbudda which has reached Nagpur, mentions that 
Karim had put the Rajah’s Agent, Udajee Naik, m irons, immedia- 
tely on his return to the Camp Tins measure, so hostile to all 
future negotiation between Kanm and the Rajah, is said to have 
been adopted in consequence of some mtercepted letters of 
Udhajee Naik’s correspondence ivith his master, which mdicated 
an entire want of smcenty on His Highness’s part However this 
may be, the door to reconcihation would I should think be now 
completely shut 

The Rajah is prepanng for the defence of his capital with 
lenewed activity m consequence of the intelligence above desenbed 
and IS calling m aU his troops to meet the impending danger 
Battenes are electing on different pomts round the town and all 
the streets aie barncadmg Should time be given to mature all 
these preparations, one may hope that the doubtful success of any 
attempt against the city, besides the fear of our operations should 
your force advance for the better security of Beiar, will deter the 
Pindary Chief from brmgmg down infantry and guns Although 
he would then, m all probability, endeavour to possess himself of 
the Rajas’s northern territories, which will be completely open to 
lus attacks 

Letter No 46— Jenkms thanks the Colonel for sending a reinforce- 
ment so readily to him He further writes about the 
widespread activities of the Pmdaries, as far south as Chanda 
and their parties spread over the territories south of the 
Nerbudda The release of Udhojee Naik from fetters, the 
possibihty of an alhance between the Nawab of Bhopal and 
Kanm Khan, and the withdrawmg of forces from distant 
parts of his dommions by the Bhonsla are the other pomts 
of the letter - 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL CONRAN, COMMANDING THE HYDER- 
ABAD SUBSIDIARY FORCE, JALNA 

Nagpur, die nth December 1811 

I should sooner have acknowledged the receipt of your letter 
of the 30th Novembei and returned you my dianks for your read^^ 
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c’LmpIuincc Mitli my rctjucitt for o reinforcement lifld I received 
any intelligence of imponnncc to communicate relative to the 
Pmdancji I have now further had the honour to receive your 
dispatdi of the 4th instant 

kanm by the la« account waft »tiU at his former cncimpmcnt 
and Udajee Naik although released from lus fetters at the intcrccs 
Sion of Scctoo 18 represented to be kept by Kanm as an hostage for 
the granting of hii demands by the Rajan Those demands it lias 
been confirmed to me by the Rajah » Minister Jeswant Rao Ram 
chandra extend to the cession of Garrah Mandb terms impossible 
for His Highness to accede to without confessing n degree of 
wealmcss incompatible vnth an) kind of resistance to that prada 
tory duet 

In the meantime the Rajahs country has continued to be over 
run by the Pindarics, A part of the large body which came down 
by Nagpur in the middle of last month nas plundered part of the 
town of Chanda without the walls and was four or five tlays ago on 
its return to the Nonhward near the Wardha about Wunnee 
Wurroora As nothing further has been heard of it it has pro- 
bably followed the grtsat bod) through Berar to Burhanporc. 

Another party of four or five hundred remained in the 
neighbourhood oc Geerhur and Bisscc places not far south of 
Nagpur until vnthin ihe»c few days ^^^1crc the) arc gone, I 
have not heard 

A third large liody laid to be five or six thousand encamped 
at Ad^on near the Nerhudda in the Jubbuljiorc direction for five 
or SIX days. Parries from it plundered the countr) about Sconi 
Chappara, and the whole were bst heard of in Garrah Mandb 
near Jubbulporc. 

My news-wnter at Bcrul mentions a new horde to have been 
prepaid to raovx from the Nerbudda, on Sunday last but whether 
m this duTcncm or towards Berar docs not yet appear 

An attempt was btcly made by a party either of Pmdanc*, or 
of the Nabob of Bhopal s horse to cut off some infantry with four 
guns on their march to join Sadik AJi at Sohagpur In this they 
aid not succeed. The Bhopal troops with some Infantry and guns 
are said to be about to cross the Nerbudda near Champorc Barrcc, 
to attack the Rajah s force under Jeswant Rao Duttajee encamp- 
ed near the confluence of the SuUkur Nath with the Nerbudda. 

These rariouf operanons of the Pmdanca and their ally Vazecr 
Mohammed Khan would seem to show that Kanm was not yet 
resolved to carry mto execution his threat of attaining the Rajah 
m his capitaL It may be observed however that by auowmg ms 
followers to supply their immediate necessities by mdiscmnmate 
plunder m the first instance, he will be better able to conccrtratc 
^hen he retpiired them, to that one object. The 
difficulty of doing this, is no doubt the greatest and almost the 
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only obstacle to the success of any attempt of the kind if Karim 
seriously intends to make any whilst the Rajah’s preparations for 
defence are still imperfect 

The impiession on the Rajah and his Mimsteis seems to be 
that such an attempt" wiU be made, and the orders are reiterated 
to the different forces on the frontier to proceed liither without 
delay Excepting however the small force of Anand Rao 
Dhundeeraj arrived at Pandliuma, the others aie stiU at a distance 


Letter No. 47 — ^Jenkms reports that parties of Pindanes were at 
Seom and that Kanm Khan was going to cross the Nerbudda 
very soon. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COI.ONEL CONRAN. COMMANDING THE 

HYDERABAD SUBSIDIARY FORCE, JALNA 

Nagpur, the 12th December i8ij 

I was this morning favoured with your letter of the 7th mstant 
In the dispatch which I had yesterday the honour to address to 
you I mentioned a report to have reached me from Betul of a fresh 
body of Pindarics bemg expected to cross the Nerbudda about 
Sunday last the 8th instant In the course of the evening I received 
accounts to the same effect from my news-wnter at Seom and today 
I have had another report from the latter place dated the 8th 
which states that Kanm himself was expected to have crossed the 
Nerbudda on that or the follo’Hing day ivith the avowed purpose of 
commg doivn to Nagpur 

The parties of Seetop, the Runjans and others are said to be 
in a league to oppose this step, but tiie same was beheved previously 
to the last irruption, to which however no resistance ivas made 

I have not heard whethei Kanm is supposed to intend brmg- 
mg down guns and infantry K he does his movements must 
necessanly be less rapid, but if he does not, he may reach this 
neighbourhood m a few days 

I shall send a copy of this letter to Major Custance, who I 
concluded, will be near Amraoti today and shall keep him mformed 
of anything else I may hear respectmg the Pindarics 

I have not yet received any accounts directly from the Camp 
of Kanm 

The same as the above to — 

Major Custance, dated 12th 
Henry Russell, dated 12th 

' M Elphmstone, date 13th 
R Strachey, Esq , dated 16th 
C T Metacalfe, dated 16th 
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Letter No a 8 — ^Thc letter reports the news from Althban thnt 
Slndhiai troops hud been planning on attack on Karim 
Khan If thu is true Karim Khan cannot cross the Ner 
budda to attack Nagpur terrlloric* The extracts from the 
Akhbar? enclosed arc interesting 

From-R J 1 NkINS RI^IOrNT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONLL CONR^VN COMMANDING Tllh IH 

DLRABAD SUBSIDIAR\ TORCU JALNA 

Nagpur the 13th December 1811 

I ha^c the honour to enclose extracts of Akhlwrs from Kanms 
Camp down to the .nd instant which amved last night ITic 
Hircarrahs who brought them left the Camp on the 3rt! and men 
non that an inairston towards Nagpur was talkctl of as about to 
be made on the return of the dillcrent panics from the South 
ivard. A large body from that qiiancr they say rccrosscd the 
Nerbudda on the 4ih \ ith a great deal of plunder 

If It be true that Sindhlas troops at mentioned in the Akhliars 
are on the pomt of acting against Kanm it would be difTicult to 
imagtne that he can be at liberty either to corpe down himself or 
to detach any considerable bod) of Pindancs to this quarter at the 
present moment No safe conclusion can howeicr be come to 
until It be seen whether Sindhias measures arc really direacd 
against him and if they arc what course he himself will pursue 

The same as the above to — 

H Russell Lsquifc, dated the Mih 
(aj M Elphinstonc Esquire, datctl the ijih 
(3) R. Strachey and C T Metcalfe Esquire dated the 17th 


Extracts of Akhbars from the Camp of Kanm Khan at KJtyrce 

Sunday 38th ShuvuL— Today Quadir Baksh Burruns son 
arrived from his excursion towards Nagpur Besides a good deal 
of plunder he brought two Hircarrah Camels belonging to Rajah 
Raghojec Bhonsla 

Sunday 39th Shuval — Quadir Buksh brought to the Nawab 
Kanm Knan Sarfarazuddoula letter* from Rajah Raghojec 
addressed to the Nawab Chcctoo Khan and others and to Udhajee 
Naik, which contxuned reasonable matter m consequence of whi^ch 
Namdar khan and Mohammed Bux Khan were sent to and 
bring back Udhajee Naik to Camp Such an alarm prevailed m 
the camp as is not to be described and the Nawab seized all the 
spice in the possession of the Sahukars and Baruas as a fine On 
hearing of the approach of Bapoo Smdhia and Jagannath Rao 
Bapoo with a large force, the Nabob had a consultauon \vith 
Naramsmgb, Sindbias Vakeel wbora be despatched with copies 
of Ra^ Raghojec s letters to Bapoo Sahib and sent a news-wnter 
and Hircarrah with him for intelligence. 
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Monday, ist of Zcelqad — At noon Namdar Kltan ainved with 
Udajee Naik Aftei showing him his mastei’s letters and venting 
abuse against the Duckanees, tlie Nawab confined him under a 
guaid ol Mcwatees 

Tuesday, end — Ordeis weic sent to Kaiim Gaih and Shujawal- 
pore, to be ciicu inspect, and ready m case of danger On hearing 
that Vazeei Mohammed Khan had put a Pmdairah to death, the 
Nawah held a consultation, and it was detci mined to be proper to 
seek for friendship with Bhopal 

Wednesday, 3rd — It was detei mined to send Qadir Bux to 
Bhopal 

Thursday, 4tli — Qadii Bux set off for Bhopal News arrived 
that Meer Kha\i had written this to Bapoo Sindhia It would seem 
that you have had intentions, this is not proper We Musalmans 
are all brothers The Nawab was highly pleased at this 

Friday, 5th — Fifty infantry were entei tamed through Nana 
Bhaskar the Ashteh Wala A letter ariived fiom Cheetoo to this 
purport Be easy with regard to this quarter and dismiss Udajee 
Naik 

/ 

Saturday, 6th — Two hundred and fifty Rohillas, Telangas, etc , 
arrived for service On hearing that Bapoo Sindhia was near 
Turanah, and that the Zammdais of Oomutwarra were beginning 
to revolt tile Nawab ordeied the battallions to the latter quarter ' 

Sunday, 7th — Nawah sent his Palankeen to bring into camp 
Kadir Sahih- a Peerzada fiom the Deccan, and ordered Udajee 
Naik to wiite his demands to Nagpui 

Monday, 8th — The Nawab was praising; Holkar and disparag- 
ing Smdliia and some of his Chiefs Bapoo Sindhia, Ramachandra, 
Falkeea Fakeerjee Garwa and others m terms too gross to be 
mentioned Ramachandra Feelkeea’s Vakeel who was present said 
that this kind of discouise was not proper as Sindhia had services 
for him to perform, had leleased him for the pm pose of 
Mirzapore and Bundelkhand, and had demanded fiom the 
Company Agra, Mathura, etc , which if he did not get, other 
means must he pursued The Nawab said if Sindhia knew his 
own mind and was to be rehed on, I would have done every 
thing required 

Tuesday, 9th — Kadii Bux arrived from Bhopal He said that 
Vazeer Mohammed was much displeased wth Karim, but had now 
written that if Bapoo Sindhia, Juggoo Bapoo and Baptiste come 
against him he might without appiehension send his faimly and 
baggage of Bhopal The Pirzada this day arrived Bhuwani the 
Jemadar of Hircarrahs, represented that 50 thousand horse and m- 
fantry had been appointed by Sindhia to chastize Karim and had 
arrived near Shujawalpoie 

22 
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WcdnaAi) loth -The Ninrab MMicd the Pccrada and pre 
icntal him wiili a vatluablc Khillal Imam Ilux Sahib Khan and 
other Jematlars represented that the) wi;rc all firml) attached to 
the Nan-ab but that Cheetoo uau trcachcrouj that lie made hu 
peace tilth Smdbia through Mcena Bai and had attained territory 
from Rajih Raghojee. A pair of Ilircirrahs hroiight a letter from 
Hecroo Pmdarali to this illcct March towariU Kctclnvara. 
Aroome and other fne MahaN arc allotted as )our Jaidad If )ou 
delay troops mil lie tent against you An Artec artitcd from 
Ratankuivar and others mcntiontng that they were at Shujawal- 
porc with the three battalions A reply was sent directing them 
to proceed to the Oomutwarrcc. 

Tliurtday iith — ^The Naunb M^itet! the PeerTada and had a 
consultation utth him and the nnnapal jemadars Udho^ NalW 
nas also sent for and prcjcntal a NaTar to the Petrzada The 
Nawab at this moment askcti the Pccr^^da to give him hn hand 
ns a token of hii protection The latter replied that he had urged 
Cheetoo and Ramjan Khan to unite with Kanm and they had 
promised to do so The Peerzada then wrote leiicn to those chtcfi 
and prevailed on Sahib KJian and Imam Bux to go to bring thenu 
He alio wrote to Dost Moliammcd and it i» irponcd that nc ajlo 
will come A letter wai then wnticn by the Nawab to Hecroo 
promising that when the panics whicli were to the Southward 
returned he would according to the Maharajahs order* p ro ceed 
toivards the Kcicheewana Since the new* ha* been rcceired of 
Smdhiai troop* proceeding against him Nabab luis been thinking 
of sending troop* to cut o(T their tupplic* and foraging parties and 
wdll proceed to attack them when nis whole force is collected. 
The Zamindar* of Omutwarra and Shujawalporc and other places 
belonging lo the Nabob are becoming refractory 

Friday latK — Letter* arn\cd from Sindhia* Vakeel Naram 
Singh and the ncivs-wntcr who went to the camp of Bapoo Sindhia 
mcntiomag that the whole of hi* Army iva* encamped at Tenmeh 
and that they had settled all matters m the Nawab s fa\our but the 
Hircarrahs represented that the Array ivould certainly march to 
Shupwalporc on the nmval of Jeshwant Rao Bbau A letter 
arrived from Cheetoo respecting Udhajec Naik s release. The 
Nawab returaed an answer and sent copies of Rajah Raghojee i 
intercepted letter*. 

Saturday the 13th — A Sooqqu from Maharajah Sindhia and 
letter from Hecni amved. The content* were you have not done 
wen m proccedmg towards the Nerbudda contrary to the pleasure 
of the Sirkar Now however immediately toward* Raghogarh. 

Sunday die 14th— The Nawab wrote letters m answer to 
Smdhia and Ja^goo Bapoo promising to march immediately on 
the return of his parties from the Southward towards Raghogarh. 
He talked with his Jemadars about the force* of Sindhia and the 
Pcahwa with a English battalions commg against him and icnt 
Imcr* to Cheetoo and Ranjan and others from himself and the 
Peerzada, exhomng them to join with him 
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Monday, the i5tli Zeelqad or and December — Fresh letters 
arrived from Hecroo to hasten the Nawab’s march to Raghograh, 
with promises that immediately on his arrival there, the terntory 
agreed on should be given up to him, besides other advantages of 
Moolkgin. With tlic contents of these letters tlie Nawab was much 

True extracts 

R. JENKINS, Resident 



Letter No. 49. — It is only a covering letter to the copies of Akhbars 

containmg the news items about the Pindari Leaders, the 

Nawab of Bhopal and the Smdhia. 

From— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

To— COLONEL CONRAN, COMMANDING THE HY- 
DERABAD SUBSIDIARY FORCE, JALNA 

Nagpur, the i8th December 1811 

I was yesterday honoured with your dispatch of tlie uth 
instant You will have subsequently received my letters of the 
nth, 1 2th and i3fh instant conveymg to you aU the mtelligencc 
in my possesion relative to the Pindarics I have now the pleasure 
to forward you two papers contaimng extracts of my latest 
Akhbars and the substance of a lettei from my news-writer m 
Karim’s Camp, dated the 6th instant 

The same as the above to — 

1 H Russell, Esquire, dated 19th 

2 M Elphmstone, Esquire, dated 20th 

3 R Strachey, Esquire, dated 20th 

4 C T Metcalfe, Esquire, dated 21st 

Substance of a letter from my news-writer in Karim’s Camp at 
KJiyree, dated Friday the 6th December 

A Shooqqu from Smdhia has arrived directmg the Nawab to 
march towards Raghogarh, and letters from Heeroo are continually 
received to the same effect Juggoo Bapoo also writes from 
Turaneh on this subject, and caUmg upon the Nawah to evacuate 
Shujawalpore and otlier places From this quarter excuses have 
been hitherto written that the Nawab is waitmg for the return of 
the parties from the Southward These have now all come m and 
It remains to be seen what will follow 

I hear that Jeswant Rao Bhau has been sent to this quarter 
with his forces and that Vazeer Mohammed Khan m obedience 
to Smdhia’s orders had agreed to jom Abajee Punt who has three 
of the Maharaja’s Battalions with him Vazeer Mohammed how- 
ever pretends fnendship for the Nawab Karim and urges him to 
obey Smdhia’s orders, but as a burnt child dreads the foe, Karim 
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docs not tliink proper to go to Rngbogarli Aliliougli tlic Rnjah 
of Kotia also rccommeiuis him to go he cwlcs u by \ano«» and 
corttradictory cxaisa 

Hcanng that a force of Ijiglish Barnlions and of the Pcsiuva* 
troops arc coming against him he is cultivumg the friendship of 
Chcctoo and Dust MohammctI CIiccioo makes the release of 
Udhojee Naik as his excuse and In consctiucncc il is nrpnoscil to 
iLcnd liim to Chcctoo with Namdir Klian Dost Alobammcil 
excuse* Innistlf on account of the distance, riirthcr the Zainindars 
of Oomutwarrcc Shujavcalporc anti the other Malnls in tijc 
Nawalis ^Kjsscsion are m a state of tlisiurliancc plundering and 
robbing night and day 

1 lta\c hcartl from *omc of the Pindancs nho liaic come 
that on their return (after setting fire to some houses in Nagpur 
which they did on hcanng of Udajee Naik* seizure and plundcnng 
PovsTUC, etc.) by the route of Asscergnrli the kilbdar of tint place 
Jcswani Rao L-ar ocaipicd the diflcrcnt Chau with hts Infantry 
and killed and noundctl a great man) of the Pindancs lie also 
made a night attack upon them uhich ohligcd them to lca\c behind 
many horse* and tattoos bden uiih plunder 

It is non in contcmpbtion to send the finest horses and men 
toTitirds the Arm) of Juggoo Bapoo It is prohahlc tliat m a few 
days they inll go on a ^undenng cxjicdition 

Tins day (the Cth December! the NauTil) had a conference inth 
Udhajce Naik in concert with Naihoo Bhau and Namdar Khan 
It u said that Udhajce Naik and Nathoo Bhau nill be dupatched 
to Sectoos Camp and that from thence Naihoo Bhau wll accom 
pany the Naik to Nagpur to negotiate. 

A true transbiion, 

R. JENKINS Resident at Nagpur 

Extracts from Akhbars from the Camp of Kanm 

Tuesday the 3rd December — ^Thc Nnwab today fonvarded 
copies of R.'yah Raghojee c jitcrccptcd letters for the inspcaion of 
Maharaja Smdhia ancl wrote ta llccroo promismg to march to 
Raghogarh when the plundering pme* should amic. Shaikh 
Bahadur Kadir Buxs manager represented that Rajah Raghojee 
had stopped the Chats of the Nertudda and the Pindancs would 
probably be molested m rccrossuig The Nawab immediately sent 
to tell Udajee Naik that if any molestation iras given hts head 
should be immediately struck off and directed him to wntc 
imme^tely to forbid it m the name of tlie Rajah which Udaiee 
accordingly did. ■* 

Letterj amved from Chcctoo addressed to the Peerzada, to this 
pur^rt. Arardmg to your desire I shall attend you accompanied 
^ Kaja Mohammed Khan (Kuntan), Imam Bux Sahib Khan 
Ishazcc Khan and LaUoo Jemadar News amred that Juggoo 
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Bapoo had aiiived neai Soliangung The Nawab was much 
alarmed at this intelligence Qadii Bux had sent all his family off 
towaids Bhopal but was peisuaded to lecall them 

In the evening Giiwai Singh and Mr Ball, arrived from 
Shujawalpur They lepresented that all the Zammdars were m 
revolt, and that Jotiba Maunia had gone to Juggoo Bapoo’s camp, 
The Nawab was very angry on heaimg these tlungs 

Wednesday, 4th Decembei — ^The Nawab wrote letters to 
Cheetoo, Runjan and otheis and sent them with the Peeizadah to 
then camp The Nawab then had a confeience with Smdhia’s 
Vakeel, whom he amused with professions of obedience and attach- 
ment He then spoke of Clieetoo and said that if he would nol 
ceme he would chastise him in the fiist instance Qadir Bux 
applied for some money threatening to maich away 'The Nawab 
\isited him and pacified him with a Tunkha foi six thousand 
rupees on Sohungange and Bursia 

Thursday, 5th December — Letters arrived from Dost Moham- 
med saying he could not come just now and from Cheetoo, promis- 
ing to come as soon as Udhajee Naik should arrive in his Camp 
Sindlria s Vakeel represented that it was of no use to detam 
Udhajee Naik, and that hitherto Vakeels had been respected 
whether m peace or war, that the Nawab should therefore disrmss 
Udhaj^e-Naik 

The Nawab then sent for Mr Ball and Girwar Singh and told 
them that they had not done well m writing reasonable letters to 
Juggoo Bapoo They both took oaths that they never had and 
never would be guilty of treason As the whole rvas false, the 
Nawab dismissed them again to Shujawalpore Qadir Bux 
Burrun’s son had written to Smdlria who through his Vakeel 
directed him to join Juggoo Bapoo rvithout apprehension Qadir 
Bux has not visited the Nawab for some days being discontented 
about money matters 

Friday, 6th Decembei — Ghazeeooddeen Klran, Nathoo 
Sydoo, Sahib Khan and other Pmdanes who went to Nagpur paid 
tlieir respects to the Nawab and represented then exploits of 
plundering and burning at Nagpur The Nawab sent for Udhajee 
Naik and asked him about these things, comfortmg him about 
hrs dismissal In Ghazeeooddeen Khan’s quarters, are -an elephant, 
many camels, horses, tattoos, bullocks and some children which 
have been earned off m this expedition 

The Jemadars represented what they had suffered from Jeswant 
Rao Lar, at the Ghats of Asseer and they said would revenge it 
Cheetoo’s Pmdarrahs have also got a great deal of plunder 

True extracts and translations 


R JENKINS, Resident at Nagpur 
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Letter No 50 — ^Jenkins reports that the movemcnti of Jolna Sub* 
lidiary force towards Ammotl had resulted in the Inactivity 
of the Pindanc*. If operatloai are directed against them 
by the Smdhia s forces, the Pindarics will further be embar 
msed But he says "I still think that Sindhia would have 
been happy to hear of Karim nt the gates of Nagpur " 

From— R. JCNKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

To-H RUSSELL, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

Nagpur the apih December iSii 

I ha\c the honour to transmit for your information the copy 
of a letter which I ha\c this da) addressed to Colonel Conran. 

The present mactixity of the Pimlancs is 1 ha\c no doubt to 
be attributed to the adi'ancc of the Jalna force toivards Amraoti and 
that of the Corps under Major Custance to Nagpur of which from 
their good mtciliBcncc the nndary Chiefs must have received the 
earliest notice. The force sent aninst Kanm by Smdhia do not 
seem to be yet ad\'anccd far on this side of Ujiain but In the 
progress of their operations it was to ha>c uccn expected that 
whether or not kanm could face them in the field he wuld 
endcavTiur to escape all danger of treachery by crossing the 
Nerbudda as long as he had no apprehension of a Bnnsb force 
bemg so near os to endanger his rear No opposition on the part 
of the Rajah of Berar in the state of his militarv preparaQoni a 
short time ago could have been expected or rather the fear of 
having his coital attacked must have obliged His Highness to 
grant to the Pmdary Chief any thing he m^hi ha\c demanded 
for his secunty Hoshangabad and ^oni iverc indeed actually 
required by kanm the former as a place of refuge for his family 
m lieu of Gurrah Mandia if the Rajah woiud not cede that 
provmcc. 

If any vigorous operations on the part of Sindhia could be 
reasonably expected it might be raid mat the Pindarics would be 
too much employed in sccunng themselves and families, to think 
of plundcnng mcursioni even if they were dnven across the 
Nerbudda but a Pmdary must either plunder or stanc, and 
Sm dhi a b operations must be much more decided than in all proba 
bility they will ever be, to prevent large detachments of the Pinda 
ncs from secunng the countnes iviihin thar reach for the means of 
their subsistence. I still think too that Smdhia would have 
happy to hear of Kanm at the gates of Nagpur 

From the time which has been gamed, the Rajah is now much 
better prepared than he was to oppose Kanm, and to reject his 
inflolcnt demands without -any great fear of the consequences and 
this favourable posture of his affairs is the result, m my opmion 
exclusively of our prccautionaiy measures for nothmg indicates 
that the Fmdanes have yet been seriously pressed by Smdhia s 
forces. The last accoimu of Kanm s Camp mentioned that he was 
prepanng to harass the forces and until now the reports from the 
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Nerbudda were such as to lead to an expectation of a new and 
formidable incursion to the southward perhaps under Kanm 
himself 

Karim may now if endangered m Bhopal towards which place 
he IS said to have moved, retire m the direction of Garrah Mandla, 
at present quite uncovered, but I thmk that he will not venture to 
cross the Nerbudda however pressed, although plundermg parties 
may still infest tlie countries to the south of that nver, not im- 
mediately protected by our foices 

I shall forward copies of this dispatch to the Chief Secretary 
for tlie information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
and to the Resident at Poona 
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Letter No i. — ^The enclosure contains the following information — 

(i) That Ismail Yar Jang had resigned the office of Moonshi and 
Hussam Ah Ehan had been appomted to that post by Meer 
AUmn. 

(u) That Meer A Hum mtended to recommend Rajah Govmd 
Buksh to succeed Rajah Mahipat Ram m the Civil authority. 

(m) That the Mimster proposed that a portion of the Subsidiary 
force be permanently stationed at Basim or some other cen- 
tral and convement place m Berar 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

To— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, the 6th Januaiy 1807 

1 have the honour to transmit to you for your information a 
copy of my address No 27 to the Hon’ble the Governor-General 

To— THE HON’BLE SIR GEORGE HELARO BARLOW 
BART, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Hon’ble Sir, 

In obedience to the orders of the Nizam, Ismail Yar Jung 
waited upon Meer Allum soon after I had qmtted the palace and 
resigned the office of Moonshi to the Dewan which was immediately 
conferred by Meer AHum on Hussam Ah Khan, better known by 
the name of Moonshi Ah, a quiet faitliful respectable man, of 
approved survey and honesty and long attached to Meer AJlum 

2 Soon afterwards Meer Allum received messages of congra- 
tulation from Shemsul Omiah, Umzadul MooHc and the o&er 
leaders of the Pagah party, and the Begums conveyed their blessings 
to him 

3 As soon as the crowd of Mootesuddies and otliers, who 
came to congratulate the Minister on the fortunate result of the 
negoaation had subsided, I caHed upon him for tlie purpose of con- 
sulting him on the execution of the different measures which His 
Highness tlie Nizam had pledged himself to adopt 

23 
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4 TIic Minuter commenced by paying me man) flaitcilne 
complimcnti upon the tucccatful termination o[ my exertions ana 


assuring me tliat the measures which had lieen hy the 

amnstpisM sssniiM 1w* nrt~rsnf.*i Il1f> fn \ 


Nizam’* Rignaiure ^vould lie acccpubic to atl tlic 

persons of credit nink and respc«abiliiy about the Court but 
extremely to tlic community at large. He said that 

the Begum* trere pantcwlarly pleased at the considcntc and 
moderate manner in which I had conducted all mj proceeding* 
and that m general the real \ictvs and object* of the Bntish Gov 
emment had been uncrpntocally demonstrated Iwth by the re- 
monstrance* which you addrcssca to the Nizam and by the manner 
m which those rcmonitranccs had been employed 

The Miniiicr stated that he intended to recommend Rajah 


GoMnd BuUh to fuccccd Rajah Mahipat Ram in the Cm! aulhonty 
over the province of Berar* but that he wai' at a loss whom to 
appoint to the pnnapal command over the troops That the only 
person nhom ne should xti*h to select for that important trust 
trom amongst the Omrahs at Hyderabad would lie reluctant to 
quit the Court and the presence, and were by no means possessed 
of military talent or cxpcncncc. I suggested the Noxvab Salabat 
Khan a* a person of great rcspccnbiluy and who^ mtegnty and 

n had been »o lately proxed But the hfioiiicr repeated all 
jection* which I myself entertain to the nomination of 
Sabbat Khan by *homng the elcxation of the Chieftain would 
exate the jealousy of the other ClHcftain* in Berar xxho^c rank and 
whose ostensible prttenuons, xeere equal to those of Sabbat Khan. 
Under this difficulty the Minister sugEcsted an orrongement which 
I haxT rnysclf long had in contcrapbtion and which I am con 
vinccd, after mature reflection to be the best calcubted to ensure 
the tranquility of Berar to protect the frontier of the Nizam s 
domimons and generally to preserre the of this part 

of India. I am fully aw’arc of this arrangement is Iwblc to many 
objections m one part and that it i* contrary to the pnnaple* bid 
down by the supreme Government on of the return 

of the Subsidiary force from Berar But it may occur to the Gov 
emment that the arcumstanccs, under which the Minister* pro- 
posal IS now submitted arc different from those upon xvhich the 
poliCT of the return to Hyderabad of the whole Subsidiary Force 
was founded It x* almost certain that no dependance can be pbeed 
upon the iinccnty of the Nizams late assurances, or upon his 
steady adherence to the objectixc of his alliance. It must be con 
sidcrrf that die Ministers life is very prccanous and after the 
experience which xve have had of the consequence of gettmg a 
Mimiter appomted by the direct mtcrpoeition of the Inlfuenc^ it 
will probably not be thought expedient to try such an expenraent 
a second time. If the present Nizam should appomt a Mimster 
of his own selection of Berar wnthemt the constant mtcrposition of 
direct and offensive mflucnce, xve can place no rcbancc on the 
disposition of the Nizam himself or of his favountc advisers but 
if a portion of the Subsidiary force be stationed m Berar and the 
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remainder of it at Hyderabad, we shall be secured agamst all the 
possible consequences of tlie intrigues of those who are inmucai 
to the alhance, and the combmed interests of the two states 
The Moosulman Chieftains in Beiar who are well disposed towards 
the British cause and entertain a high respect for the British 
Nation from having served witli our troops and having mamtamed 
a friendly intercourse ivith oui officers, ivill not be gamed over to 
any plan, mimical to the combmed interest of the two states, as 
long as a British force is stationed in Berar, and whilst tlie Chief- 
tains keep up a correspondence and intercourse with the Command- 
ing Officer of that force, there will be no necessity to appomt a 
native officer of this Government to the general command of the 
Nizam’s troops, which cannot he done without the 

efficiency of diose troops and producing jealousy and ammosity 
amongst the present Clneftams A serious difficulty iviU therefore 
be avoided, and many advantages gamed, by the adoption of tlie 
plan which the Mmister proposed which I shall now submit to 
your consideration 

6 The Mmister proposed that a portion of the Subsidiary 
force be permanently stationed at Basim, or some other central 
and convenient place m Berar, and he begged that this proposal 
imght be specifically mentioned to you as one which he thought 
best calculated to secure tlie stabihty of our mterest at this Court 
We had a long discushon upon the details of this arrangement of 
which I shall content myself by laymg before you the following 
result — 

I St — ^The Mmister thought that His Highness the Nizam 
would expiess no objection to the arrangement, but would readily 
accede to it 

2nd — In case the arrangement should subject the British Gov 
ernment to any extra expense, the Mimster expressed his willing 
ness to defray that expense from the revenues of Berar Upon this 
point I shall make the folloivmg observations The stationmg of 
Infantry alone will subject the British Government to no extia 
expense As it may be of consequence to keep one of the Regi- 
ments of Cavalry m Berar, and as it wiU be necessary to allow the 
Europeans of the aitiUery provisions instead of an equivalent m 
money or what is techmcally called wet mstead of dry Bhatta, 
the extra expense of this part of the arrangement may be calculat- 
ed at about 3,000 rupees per month It will be proper that the 
commanding officer should receive some allowance to enable him to 
mamtam an estabhshment adequate to his station, and that he 
should be allowed two staff officers — ^A Brigade Major and Quarter 
Master of Brigade This expense may be taken at 2 000 rupees 
so that the whole extra expense of the plan will not probably be 
greater than 5,000 rupees per mensem, and the whole of this will 
not probably be permanent for the Cavalr}'- ivill meet with abund- 
ence of fine forage m Berar, and it is piobable that when it is known 
a Regiment of Cavalry will be permanently stationed m Berar, the 
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Contractor of Cavalr) supplies \nll be ready to extend hit present 
contract to Berar on the same economical terms on which he has 
engaged to supply the Ca^“ll^y at Hyderaliad 

3rtL — It would be perfectly understood tint the dctacliment in 
Berar la not to be cniplu\c<l in settling the country in enforang the 
cxcrasc of the Ci\il nutnoniy or in any tvay contrary to tlic stnet 
stipubtions of Treaty Jlic dcnchmcnt in Benr in short would 
not l)c subjeaed to any duties different from iho^ which may be 
performed by the forces at Hyderabad 

4tlu— ’ITic detachment in Berar would be paid by the Talukdar 
in Berar and the Coraminduig Officer would grant the laliikdar 
bills upon this treasury for the amount of his receipts and the 
account would be rcgulariy settled each month between the Tvlinis- 
ter and myself at Hyderabad Tins arrangement would a\oid all 
expense and difficult) in negotiating remittances or conveying 
treasure to the detachment 

7 It IS now proper that I should offer to your notice in a 
more regular and conncctetl manner the 501x70! advantages which 
in my opinion and in that of the Minister may be expected to pro- 
ceed from die adoption of the proposed plan — 

(1) It would prevent the necessity and the difficulty of appoint 
me an officer of this Government to the General Command of the 
Nizam 8 troops The whole of the Nizam s Contingent that his 
troops stadoned in Berar for the protection of that important pro\ 
mcc. might be divided into three separate botbes to be stationed— 
one near Ellichpore, another towards the Western Ghats leadmg 
mto Khandesh and a third m some central place, perhaps Basim 
to be attached to the Talukdar of the province. By this diiposh 
uon of the troops the entrance to Berar from the Eastern and 
Western Passes will be defended and secured and officers of respect 
abiLty and experience such as Salabat Khan might be invested 
with the separate command of the advanced bodies and another 
Sardar would be selected by Raja Gonnd Buksh for the command 
of the division attached to his [tenon These Chieftains as long 
as they looked up to the Commanding Officer of the Bntish Detach 
ment, would feel no personal jcalouiy of each other They might 
correspond with the Coramandmg Officer respecting the disposal 
and station of the detachments under their respective commands 
and a system of connected defence would be mamtamed with as 
much accuracy as can be expected from the natural constitudon 
of a Native army 

(a) The quota of troops stationed in Berar which arc almost 
the only effiaent troops that can be spared for general service, con 
stitutc the Nizam s connngcnt on that portion which m future will 
be immediately attached to the Bntish Subsidiary force. It will 
therefore matcnally assist the of all future co-opera 

don that the Chieftains of diosc troops who arc designed to act 
with us should mamtain a fncndly rotrespondcncc and intercourse 
Officers that they should know and respect cadi 
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other, and that the Chiefiams should be accustomed to a degree 
of regularity, coniiol and suhoidination without winch they become 
not only useless but most cumbrous allies 

(3) The state of the Ni/ams infaniiy in Beiar demands the 
most serious aitcntion of the Biitish Go\cinmcnt The sevcial 
Coips which are undei the immediate and pcisonal command of 
Mahipat Ram arc the remains of Mons Rayonds party These 
Coi[)s ,ire drc'^scd in the I'lciich costumes, tliey aic disciplined in the 
French Words of Command, they arc natuially attached to ihe 
Ficnch cause and this disposition has been designedly encouraged 
by Raja Mahipat Ram An English OlTicci of the name of 
Drapper was desirous to intioducc the English Exercise and Woids 
of Command but the sepoys peremptorily refused to comply with 
Ins ordci and the officer was obliged to concede the point to pievent 
a disturbance The person w'ho really commands these Corps and 
has considerable influence ovei tlicm, is one dementi a Spanish, 
faitlifully attached to Mahipat Ram and notoiiously hostile to tlie 
British cause This man calls himself a Portugueze and had suffi 
cienr interest at Goa to procure the of an Embassador 

from the Poiiuguczc Govcinment 10 the Soubahadai of the Deccan 
Their credentials were seized by the late Resident and aie still 
m my possession But the man is leally Spaniard There are 
many Europeans and men of different nations and 

character wffio are distiibutcd amongst the sevcial Corps m Berar, 
and arc most of them undci the contiol and influence of the 
Spaniard dementi These subordinate officers have gradually 
crept into die Nizam’s service without having excited attention, 
but It is of much consequence that their number, their nation and 
their characters should be ascertained, and that such as are liable 
to suspicion should be dismissed from the sennee and sent out of 
the country In the event of a peace between Great Britain and 
France, the state of the lemains of the Fiench Corps, and character 
and disposition of their Commanding Officers, must be regarded 
with a jealous and vigilant eye Every effoit of the British Resi- 
dent will be required to pievent the admission of secret emissanes 
who may be employed in attaching the Corps of infantry of the 
Nizam’s service to the mterests and cause of the French- Nation 
I have therefore determined to procure a list of all the Europeans, 
or sons of Europeans, at present m the Nizam’s semce, and to make 
enqmry of then nation, characters and sentiments, and I propose, 
as a future general regulation, that such Europeans, as are worthy 
of being retamed in the service, shall receive commissions fiom this 
Government, countersigned by myself, that a hst of them shall 
be kept at the Residency describing their rank, station and period 
of service and that all Europeans or half cast who cannot produce 
their commission shall be seized and sent out of the country upon 
the principles above stated I have judged it proper to require 
that Clemen ti and some otheis shall be dismissed from the ‘ 
service, and Meei Allum has determined to reform the 
infantiy m Berar and place thym on a respectable foo' 
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the comm.tn(l of Englith ofTicct. «l.o ire -ilrcnilj m the fcrrlcc 
of this .tatc To elTcct thm reasonable reform anti enable the 
Enchsh ofTiccru to create and maintain a proper influence and 
aiuhont) o\er tlicir rc^jicctiM. Cuq>^ it Mill 1«- of iniicn import 
ance that a dcnchincnt of BntiMi troops should lie stationed m 
Berar 1)\ the gcncnl influence and example dcn\«l from the pre 
scncc of a Bntidi detachment and under the regulations winch 
Mccr Allum intends to adopt for the regubr pajment clothing 
and cnuipmcni of the Corps in Berar it may lie expected that those 
Corps will gnduall) attain to a degree of disonhnc and subordt 
nation whiA ma) render them useful and crcdiiahlc in 

an) future war 

(4) Tlic Commanding OfUccr of the detachment will not only 
ha\c tlic means of procuring abundant intLlhgcncc of all mo\c 
ments near the frontier Imt he mil lie cnahlctl to judge of the 
degree of credit which ought to be atiarhcil lo such mformniion 


Letter No z . — ^Thc cnclomrc convcjn the information that the 
march of the Brituh detachment had alone pm’tnted Rajah 
Mahipat Ram from meanires of hostility and that he had 
handed over the charge of the aHain of Berar to SiUil Das. 
He had however sent one Gosain Shambhu Bharty to the 
Resident conveying his loyal Intentions to the Bntish and 
the Niram and requesting for an assurance for the Rifely 
of his person honour and property 

From— T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT mT)ER(\BAD 
to— M. ELPHINSTONE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

H)dcnibad the >6tli January 1S07 

I have the honour lo transmit to )ou for your information a 
copy of my last address No 3 10 the Hon blc the Goicrnor-GencraL 


To— THE HONTLE SIR G H BARLOW BART COVER 
NOR^ENERAL. 

HoVble Sir 

I have already had the honour of expressing mv sentiments 
rapectmg the benefiaal consequences which might be cxpcctetl 
from the measure of detaching a British force to Berar for the 
pujx« of enmnng the peaceable retreat of Rajih Mahipat Ram 
and the immediate and tranquil succession of Rajah Goiind Bulsh. 
a. The ad«CB which I had received from the province of 
have confirmwi the policy of that meaBurc. and Icaie no 
donbt m my mmd that the match of the Ennuh detachment baa 
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alone pi evented Rajah Mahipat Ram from pursuing a system of 
measuies, which though they might not have amounted to positive 
hostihty would have produced seiious inconvenience to this Gov- 
ernment, and might have left the object of the British Government 
m a dubious state of accomplishment, if absolute force had not 
been employed to effect them Eveiy unpleasant extiemity how- 
ever has been happily avoided, and I have every expectation of 
being able shortly to report to you that Rajah Govmd Baksh has 
peaceably estabhshed his authonty over the whole of Berar 

3 As soon as the mtelhgence of the new arrangement reach- 
ed Basim, Rajah Mahipat Ram assembled all his friends and ad- 
herents, and much time was spent m debbeiatmg upon the nature 
of the measures which ought to be pursued by them At length 
it was given out by Rajah Mahipat Ram that His Highness had 
required hi 3 immediate attendance at Hyderabad with the largest 
body of troops which could be assembled at the instant, secret 
orders were therefore issued to such of the Mihtary Chieftains as 
were at Basim or m its neighbourhood to collect their several quotas, 
and be prepared to accompany the Rajah to the Capital It would 
appear that only few persons evinced a disposition to pay an imme- 
diate obedience to those orders The greater number were willmgly 
to observe the issue of events at the Capital before they comphed 
tvith the Injunctions which proceeded from the dubious authority 
of Rajah Mahipat Ram It is reported that Bukshi Ghulam Haidar 
Khan on whose attachment it is natural to suppose that Rajah 
placed the greatest rehance, replied that he was the servant of the 
Government and not of Mahipat Ram, and that he would obey 
only those orders which he was convinced proceeded from their 
common Sovereign Although I have reason to bebeve that Ghulam 
Haidar Khan did make a reply of the nature which I have describ- 
ed, still I am disposed to conclude that it was not sent to Malnpat 
Ram, untd it was previously ascertained tliat a British detachment 
would accompany Rajah Govmd Buksh to Berar The knowledge 
of this circumstance indeed determined the conduct of aU the 
Military Chieftams, but until it was clearly ascertained I have good 
ground for supposing that most of them returned evasive answers 
to tlie orders which had been issued to them 

4 I understand that Rajah Mahipat Ram himself though 
considerably alarmed, continued to mamfest no change of language 
or conduct until he found that the march of the British detach- 
ment was publicly known and that his influence over the troops 
had m consequence entirely ceased Until that period he did not 
show any disposition to obey the orders of the Nizam, by deliver- 
mg over the temporary charge of the piovmce to Sital Dass, but 
after tlie intelligence of tlie marcli of the British detachment he 
seems to have abandoned aU design of opposing the succession of 
Govmd Buksh, and wrote to Sital Das declaring his anxiety to 
resign Ins station for the purpose of retummg to Hyderabad 
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5 After he liad come to the rcsoluuon of peaceably resigning 
hH office It woulil nn[)cnr iluii he for n short time cntcrtametl die 
design of cscapmg from die Nizams tcmtoncs with the treasure 
that he had collected m Berar It is certain that he racked up his 
treasure amounting it it said to twenty fuc lacks of rupees, and 
that It ivas placed under the custody of a person who made a march 
towards Nagpur But he shorti) after cliangcd his micnuon and the 
person who had left Laaim with the treasure, was ordered to return 
to the place. The rclinquislimcnt of tins and his other designs may 
pardy be attributed to the a<Uicc of his elder brother Amrut Ram 
who resides at Hyderabad and who ivrotc a letter to the Rajah 
entreating him to yield a ready compliance to the orders of the 
Government os the only means of secunne to himself and to his 
family whatcicr ivai left to them But the arcumstance of the 
Rajahs family being in the City of Hyderabad was perhaps the 
most powerful restraint on hit luturc actions as either hts hosti 
hty or lus flight might have cxjxjsctl his family to indignity and 
distress. 

6. I must interrupt the continuity of this subject by siaung 
that the Chosam Shambhoo Bh^rty whose ease I hiad the honour 
of submitting through the Secretary to )our considcratioa had 
been a short time ago reinstated m some family possessions near 
LUichpore by the Minuter and was at Basiro tm\elJmg toivards 
his estates when Rajah Mahipat Ram rccciicd his orders of dis 
missal As this poor man ivas known to have been patronized by 
me, he was treated with great neglect by Mahipat Ram on hu 
first amval at Easim But when the Rajah had detemnned to 
comply with the orders of Government he sent for the Gosain 
and entreated him to convey a letter to me with the uimon dis- 
patch. After some difficulty the Gosain was prevailed upon to 
undertake the commission and the Raj^ entrusted him with a 
letter and a long message to me. This Gosain who is equally ccic 
brated for intergnty and activity reached the Residency on the 
third day after his aepartuxe from Basmu 

7 The Gosam gave me a detailed and hiithful accoimt of 
every thing that had passed since his amval at Basim and hu 
account corroborated the mtclligracc which had been received both 
by the Mimstcr and myscll Gosam who has had much ex , 
pencnce of the native character and seems to possess great saga 
aty assured me that the peaceable resignation of Mahipat Ram 
was to be entirely attnbuted to the march of the Bntish detach 
menL 

8 After the Gosam had delivered to me Rajah Mahipat 
Ram s letter (of which 1 have the honour to enclose a copy and 
translation) he conveyed to me a long confidential message from 
the Rajah. The first part of the message consisted of the most 
solemn protestation of the Rajahs innocence and of his unaltcr 
able attachment to the mtcrests of the Bntish Government, The 
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Second pait of the message consisted of the most earnest entreaties 
to he permitted to leturn to Hyderabad and expressed his wilhng- 
ness to enter into any conditions which I might think pioper to 
prescribe as a guarantee for his futuie good conduct He offered 
to place a part of his family m die Enghsh camp, to peimit me to 
station a guaid and confidential intelligence ovei his person, to 
submit himself entirely to my will and pleasuie to effect my object 
that the British Government might wish to accomphsh at this 
Court, and to devote himself m future to the mteiests of the 
British Government The message by emplormg 

my mercy, by entreating me to peimit Inm thiow himself at 
my feet and by offering me a piesent of ten lacks of rupees 

9 I have the honour to submit to your notice a copy and 
translation of the reply whicli I thought proper to give the letter 
of Mahipat Ram 

10 In reply to the message I desired the Gosam to state to 

the Rajah that I was much concerned at the circumstances which 
had subjected the Rajah to so huimliatmg a condition, but that 
I should have considered myself culpable of the most gross 
abandonment of my pubhc duty if I had neglected to represent to 
the Governor-General the dangerous conduct of the Rajah That 
the Governor-General m Councd after a temperate and dehberate 
review of all the circumstances to His Highness to which His 
Higlmess had been pleased to hsten with all the attention due to 
the dismterested advice of the best friends That m consequence 
of those remonstrances. His Highness had freely consented to 
dismiss Ismail Yar Jung fiom the piesence, and Rajah Mahipat 
Ram from his station m Berar That a successor to that station 
had been appomted by tlie Nizam at the recommendation of the 
Prime Minister of the Government, and that a Detachment of 
British troops had proceeded to Berar for the purpose of securing 
the, undisturbed establishment of that successor’s authority With 
respect to his solemn protestations of innocence, the Rajah must 
be too well acquainted with tlie prmaples which legard the conduct 
of the British Government not to know that the British Govern- 
ment never to act from motives of personal 

ammosity, that it never acted without possessing the most satis- 
factory grounds of decision, and that it never would have inter- 
posed Its diiect mfluence to effect the removal of pubhc affair from 
his station undei another Government without being first con- 
vinced of the necessity of such a measure to the security of its 
rights and mteiests That after what had happened it was impos- 
sible for me to hsten to tlie Rajah’s proposal to come to tlie capital 
and diat I would use eveiy means m my power to defeat such an 
intention I therefoie advised die Rajah to obey with promptitude 
and cheerfulness the oiders of his Government and to lose no time 
m transferimg the charge of Berar to Sital Dass and m proceeding 
to Saugor At the same time I could give the Rajah the most 
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solemn assunriLct ropcettne the security of lus honour hu wnon, 
his family and lus personal property As to the Rajali s offers to 
mj'sdf they ^rcrc undeserving of a reply but wtli respect to his 
promises to the Bntish Go\cmmcnt 1 bcggal the Rajah to be 
assured tlut every object of the British Government Had been ac 
complishcd by lus removal from Bemr and by the friendly diaposi 
tion cxprcsscu by His Highness the Nizam As the Gosain conti 
nued to press upon me the important sciences which die Rajali 
might have it in hn power to render to the Bntish Government I 
agSn replied iliat the Bntish Government liad no other object to 
accomplish but the permanence of the harmony and confidence 
which had been established and that the Bntish Government was 
coually indifferent to the friendship and uniij of such a man as 
Mahipat Ram 

II TIic Go^m ccnamly cxcauctl lus commission with the 
most zealous perseverance, which he lioncstly confessed to me was 
owing to a promise vvliich the Rajah made him of a handsome 
sum of moncj if he should succeed in procunng a favourable reply 
to his letter and message- W^cn the Gosain found all his effects 
unavailing he rccaved ray letter and returned to Basim with the 
same extraordinary expedition with whicli he had iravcllcd from 
that place to Hyderabad 

I a- Before the amval of the Goaain Rajah Mahipat Ram had 
began to deliver over the charge of Bemr to Sital Das and on 
the receipt of my repbes to Ws message and letter he hastened to 
complete the transfer He afterwards addressed to me another letter 
to which I replied and I have the honour to endote copies and 
translaQon of both those papers 

15- After the arrival of the Gosain at Basim Rajah Mahipat 
Ram pitched his tents to the southward of Basim and as soon as 
he had completed the formal transfer of the disincrs to the aulhon 
ty of Sital ms he made a march toward the Godavery It 
appeared to be his intcnuon to wait at Khan a town on the banls 
01 the nver until he should try the effect of another representation 
to me. A message nearly similar to that which was brought to 
me by the Gosain was conveyed to me by Amrut Ram but ray 
reply only repeated what 1 had before stated to the Gosain, and 
on the receipt of ray reply to his second letter he crossed the 
Godavery and marched towards Saugor 

14. You will observe that m the replies which I gave both 
to his messara and letters, I conveyed the assurances whidi the 
Nizam wishM me to make to him at the same time that I resisted 
m the most unequivocal terras hia proposal of returning to Hyder^ 
abad trader any conditions whatever 

15 The Rarah likewise addressed arzecs to the Minister and 
m his replies to those arzecs, the Mimstcr gave him the most satis- 
factory assurances of the sccunty of his honour person and pro- 
perty The Minister has likewise consented to his maintaining a 
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Gan ison of five hundred mfantiy for tlie defence of the fortress of 
Saugor, but lefused to comply with the Rajah’s wish of bemg allow- 
ed a party of two hundred horse in addition to tlie Gainson 

1 6 It is difficult to decide whedier the Rajah be smcere m 
his wish to lelmquish public life and letiie to Benares, Tirupathy 
or Jagannatli It is possible that dns intention may meiely pro- 
ceed from those feelings of disappointment and melancholy which 
usually follow an unexpected leverse of foitune But m the event 
of the Rajah’s contmumg to express a, desire of i etui mug to some 
place of religious worship on the Company’s dominions, I beg leave 
to enquire whether I may he peimitted to comply with his wish 
It IS probable that the Mmister will not be disposed to consent to 
the Rajah’s leaving their dominions, until he shall have adjusted 
his public accounts, but after that has been done I rather think 
he would wish to encourage the Rajah’s mtention of retirmg to 
Benares 

17 His Higlmess has already manifested some eagerness to 
obtain possession of the treasure which it is supposed that Mahipat 
Ram has collected during Ins adrmnistiation m Berar, and sent a 
message, on winch that mtention was rather insinuated than ex- 
pressed, to the Minister To dns message the Minister replied that 
It was his intention to exarmne die public accounts of Mahipat 
and to oblige him to pay mto die treasure any balance which 
should be fairly substantiated agamst him, but he advised the 
Nizam to foibear for seizing whatever should be proved to be the 
personal pioperty of the Rajah This circumstance afEoids a 
striking trait of the extraordmary character of the Nizam, whose 
feelings of personal attachment seem to be entirely regulated by the 
hopes of pecumaiy gam 

I have die honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble seiwant 

T SYDENHAM, 
Resident at Hyderabad 

Hyderabad 

The 2nd January 1807 


Letter No 3 — ^In the enclosure, dated the 25th May, Sydenham 
reports that the Emperor had conferred on the Nizam his 
father’s tides The Nizam was very happy to receive the 
Mughal Emperor’s Firman from his hands The Nizam 
had conferred a Jagir on the grandson of Meer AUum on 
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thh occasion. Sydenham and Mecr AUum had arranged 
that Colonel Doveton ihoold proceed to Baslm to reorga 
v . \rf> the Infantry In Berar 

From— T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To— R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad the aSth May 1807 

I ha\c tlic honour 10 transmit to )ou for ^our informaiton a 
copy of my last address No 37 to the Hon blc the Go\cmor 
General 


To-THE HONBLE SIR CrORGE H. BARLOW BAFT 
GOVERNOR-GENERAU 

Hon ble Sir, 

I had the honour to rccci\c from tlic Persian Department the 
Sholah from His Majesty the King of Delhi to llii Highness 
the Nizam m which His Majest) has been pleased to confer upon 
Hii Highness the same titles that were cnjo)*cd by the hte Nizam. 

1 I lilewisc received from the Political Secretary an extract 
from a dispatch of the Resident at Delhi under date the 13th 
April stating the arcumstanccs which leil to a compliment so 
flattering and so acceptable to the feclino;s of His Highness the 
Nizam. 

3. I lost no tune in communicating such pleasing intelligence 
to HiJ Highness and I requested that a day might be fixea for 
His Highness to receive from my hands the letter of the King of 
Dcllu, 

4. As soon ns a Iuci.y day and hour could be fixed upon by 
the Astrologers of the Court, I received an intimation from His 
Highness, and early on the morning of the 23rd I proceeded to 
His Highness 8 tents at the garden of Lmgumpilly 

5 After waiting a few minutes His Highness s approach was 
announced when I advanced and delivered His Majesty s Shoka, 
which His Highness received with the usual demonstrations of 
respect. 

6. At soon as we were seated I commumcated to Hii High 
ness the arcumstanccs that are stated m the extract of the letter 
from the Resident at Delhi and paid His Highness on appropriate 
compbraent on his wishes having been so completely antiapated 
m consequence of the high respect and esteem in which His 
Highness and his illustnous foimly ivcrc held at the Court of 
Demi His Highness appeared to receive much pleasure from thi s 
communication and replied that he attributed the unsoliatcd 
accomplishment of his tsashes entirely to the fncndship and kind 
oflBces of the Govcmor-GcncraL 
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7 Aftei tins had passed His Highness directed that his 
Majesty’s letter should be opened and publicly lead m Durbai 
During the reading of the letter the gratification, which his 
Hbglmess felt at the leceipt of the Title and the terms in which 
they were conveyed, was very evident on his countenance When 
tins ceiemony was finished I congratulated His Highness on the 
happy event, and this was immediately followed by the formal 
congiatulations of the Mimstei The Munster then lose and 
presented His Nazai, and His Highness was fully employed for 
the next half hour m receivmg the Nazars, of the Omrahs and 
different Officers 'who were present m Durbar 

8 ' After the crowd had subsided I addressed the Nizam, and 
communicated to' His Highness the substance of the Persian 
Secretary’s letter of the 5th of May I told His Highness that 
the box contammg the Arzdasht and Nazar had reached Calcutta 
in safety but that the Governor-General m consideration of the 
prmcipal object of that Arzdasht havmg been already obtained 
had supposed that His Highness nught wish to substitute another 
Arzdasht, inTts room, and under this impression judged it proper 
to suspend the transimssion of the late Arzdasht until I had 
consulted His Highness’s wishes on the subject His Higlmess 
appeared much dehghted at your kind attention and said he 
should certainly ivish to substitute another Arzdasht m the place 
of the one lately transmitted, to Calcutta, and would alter the 
expression of lus anxiety to receive the Titles which were enjoyed 
by his late father into an expression of his gratitude for the 
distmguished honour which had been conferred upon him His 
Hfighness requested that I would obtain from Calcutta the late 
Arzdasht, and he directed the Minister and Ihtisamool Moolk to 
prepare another m its place He also directed that a new set of 
seals should be immediately engraved, and should be employed 
on the Aj-zdasht which was about to be written to tlie King of 
Delhi 

9 His Highness afterwards talked mth great vivacity on 
many general topics and I left him m the highest spirit imagin- 
able 


10 As custom did not allow of my presenting a Nuzar and 
as the crowd at the Durbar prevented my offenng a formal 
congratulation to His Highness, I judged it proper to address a 
letter of congratulation to His Highness, wluch I understand was 
very favourably received and extremely gratifying to His High- 
ness I have the honour to forward a copy and translation of that 
letter 

11 The following day His Highness returned to the aty 
vath rather more than usual pomp and carried the King of 
Delhi’s letter m his turband On entering the aty His Highness 
by his cvvn diiections was saluted witli twenty-one guns 
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I"' On the wmc day I rccci\ctl a nsjl from the hflmstct 
who took the Rciidcncy m his way from the encampment at 
Smgumpnll) to tlie aty TIhs Minister in high spini from 
the nminiinncc of an extensive personal Jaghcer having been 
that morning confcmxl by Ilw lligliness upon his grandson the 
young AlMliuhli tlic son of Mooninii Moolk llic flir Ins long 
iKxn sohatous to procure a |)cnnnncnt provision for his grantlson 
well knovnng how uncertain the transmission of personal property 
to his heirs would l>c under such a Government as tint of Hjdcr 
aliad Tlic Mccr thought the present a fnvourahlc opponuniiy to 
express tins vnsli to the Nizam who with great lilicnlitv and 
cheerfulness nnmcdiatcl) conferral upon the )oung Alxlullah the 
extensive Jaghcer of Coonui Tlut disinct (of vrhicli the annual 
revenue may be computc<l at three lacks of rupees) was formerly 
in the possession of hiccr Alhim but be was dcpnvctl of it m dis- 
grace b) the late Minister Tlic restoration of tliat particular 
Jaghcer to the famdj of Mccr Alitim is therefore a flitter 
mg compliment as well ns a substantial gift to the family 

13 While Mccr Allum rcmaincn vnth me I pressed him to 
deadc upon the final arrangements for the reforms of the Infantry 
m Berar as Licutcn'’nr Cmnncl I>>vcton (who has lately arrived 
and was present at the meeting) vrould be prepared to proceed to 
Basim as soon as the Minister had made up his mind on the sub- 
ject. Tl>e Minister promised to do what I advised and appeared 
to be anxious for Colonel Dovetons departure as he conceived 
tliat the reform of the Infamr) in Berar vrould depend very much 
on the personal excnion of that ofTicer 

14, I have the honour to acquaint you tli-it I have irans- 
mmed to the Resident at Poona a copy of the statement vnth 
svhvch 1 Ivave been {wnwsbcd \>y ibis f^vcniTncni ol the amount 
of revenue which has been collccictl from the places lately trans- 
ferred to the possession of Jeswant Rno Holknr and Uiat I have 
likewise supplied the Resident at Poona with an order from the 
Minister to Rajah Govind Duksh for the restitution of the 
pciminnah of Umber to the Agent of Holkar which will complete 
as far as this Government is concerned the performana: of the 
conditional snpuladons of the late Treaty vnm that Chieftain 

15 I take this opportunity of reporting to you the return of 
Mr Henry Russell to the duties of his stadcra at Hyderabad, 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
T SYDENHAM 
Resident at Hyderabad. 


Hyderabad 

The a5th May 1807 


Substance of a letter from Captain Sydenham Resident at 
Hyderabad, to His Highness the Soubabdar written on the 
23rd of May 1807 
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The giatifying intimation which your Higlmess has received 
of His Majesty the King of Delhi havmg been pleased to confer 
on yoiii Highness, the litles by which your lUiistnous father wis 
distmgmshed, has afforded the gieatest pleasuie to all those 
friends, who are smcerely interested in the welfaie and prosperity 
of your Highness, and to me especially, whose attachment to your 
Highness, is unquestionable and who are occupied m advancmg 
the dignity of your Highness, it has afforded a degree of satisfac- 
tion which I feel myself unable to descnbe 

The foims and customs of my comitry have precluded me 
from the honour of presentmg to your Highness a Nazar on this 
occasion, and the ciowd by whicli your Highness was surrounded 
dm mg the time of my audience this mommg deprived me of the 
oppoitunity of personally conveying to your Highness my congia- 
tulations on this happy event m such terms as the feehngs of 
my heart suggested I have therefore gratified myself by address- 
ing the lettei to your Highness May the Almighty Disposer of 
Events rendei the high and illustrious Titles auspicious to your 
Highness, may the General Rays of the Royal Favour be mcessantly 
towards your Highness, may you Long continue 
to digmfy and adorn the Musnud of Your Ancestors 

A true copy 


CHARLES RUSSELL, 
Second Assistant 

Letter No 4 — In the enclosure which is a copy of the letter 
addressed to the Governor-General by Sydenham, dated the 
i6th Jime, the latter mentions how the name of the British 
Cantonment near Hussam Sagar was changed into 
Secunderabad 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERAJBAD 
To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, the i6tli June 1807. 

1 

I have the honoui to transmit to you for your mformation 
a copy of my last official addiess No 38 to the Hon ble the Gov- 
ernoi^eneial 

To— THE HON'BLE SIR G H BARLOW, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL 

Hon’ble Sir, 

As soon as the Arzdashts pioposed to be substituted m the 
place of those foimeily tiansmitted to Calcutta weie piepaied and 
the new seals of state had been approved of by His Highness I 
was invited to tlie Durbar foi tlie purpose of leceivmg the Arzdashts 
from the hands of His Highness 
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2 Ills IIiLlmcss w-as m a diccrful temper, and repeated the 
cx|)rcMlon of Ins olihgaiion to )ou for liic unwliatctl aecoin 
plishmcnt of his wdics I haec showed his Highness the two 
papers of the Dclln coinage uhicli I had rccci\*cd from Mr Secrc 
tary Ldmonitonc and explained to His Hidincss the reasons 
which had inducetl the Governor-General m ^unal to resolve 
not to change the former dies of the coinage in the British 
Tcmtoncs 

3 Hit Highness afterwards delivered to me two Ar^dashu 
for His Majesty the King of Delhi one of them being a letter of 
condolence on the death of the late King and the other a letter 
of congratulation on hii present Majcsij s auspiaous accession to 
the throne, and of gratitude for the distinguished honours latclj 
conferred npon Ihs Highness The last of the two letters vs 
accompanied b\ two Nuzars each of one Iiundrcd and one Gold 
Mohars one of the Nuzars referring to llis Majesty s accession 
and the other to His Highness* late receipt of hii fatlicrs titles 

4. His Highness then gave me a Idler of tlianLs addressed 
by him 10 yourself which wa* accompanied hy anoilvcr from the 
Minister upon the same subject. 

5 His Highnai told me that he liad long been reflecting 
upon in appropriate name to be conferred upon the Bntisn 
caatonmeots near Hussam Sagar and had at lengtii determined 
that they should be dutinguiihed by name of Secunderabad which 
appellation lie lud sclcacd from Scaintlcr Iwmg Ins family title, 
and which he therefore thought licst adapted to demonstrate lu* 
great regard and fncndship for the Bnilsh nation 

6. I made a suitable reply to this llaiicnng communication 
and assured His Highness how much the British Suteidiary force 
would be honoured oy its cantonments being distinguished by an 
appellation taken from the fomily title of His Highness After 
a lew minutes had elapsed His Highness gave to me a letter m 
reply to the btc letter of congratulauon which I had addressed 
to hinL The last paragraph of His Highness s letter expre ss ^ his 
desire that the cantonments might hereafter be called by the name 
Secunderabad I have the honour to enclose a copy and transla 
non of His Highness s letter to me. 

7 I lost no time m commumcadng to Colonel Montresor the 
honour which His Highness had been pleased to confer on the 
British Cantonment and I conveyed similar mtelligcncc to the 
Government of Fort St. George. 

8 As Laeut Colonel Doveton had accompanied me to the 
Ehiibar I availed my»clf of the occasion to present him to His 
Highness as the Omccr who had been particular^ appomted to 
the Command of the Bntish detachment m the rrovmcc of Bemr 
and from whose talents and cxpcncnce I expected that Rajih 
Govind Buksh would derive the most useful assistance. 
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9 I took tins opportunity of to His 

Highness the substance of the extract from Mr Mercer's letter 
dated the i6th April, relative to the confinement of the two prma- 
pal Chieftains of the Pmdarahs, and expressed my hope that the 
late measures adopted by Dowlat Rao Smdhia would prevent the 
Pindarrahs fiom lepeatmg then outiages m the piovmce of Berar, 
at the same time I observed that the repose and security of his 
Ehghness’s territories ought to be made to depend upon the 
efficiency, vigilance and activity of His Highness and I made no 
doubt tliat His Highness’s territories would m future he secured 
from the irregular depredations of the Pmdanes by the judiaous 
arrangements of Govmd Buksh assisted and-adinsed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Doveton 

10 His Highness did us the honour of conferring jewels on 
Ml Henry Russell and myself as a comphment to the British 
Government for having procured for His Highness the titles 
enjoyed by his father His Highness also gave jewels to my 
prmapal Moonshi, Mowlvee Ebn.Ali for havmg read m pubhc 
Durbar the Sahokah from the Kmg of Delhi which contamed the 
titles His Highness likewise conferred jewels on Lieut Col 
Doveton on tlie occasion of tliat Officer’s approaching departure to 
his station m the province of Berar 

/ 

^ I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Yom most obedient liumble servant, 

Hyderabad : T SYDENHAM, 

The 1 6th June 1807., Resident at Hyderabad 

Translation of an Enayatnama from His Highness the Nizam to 

Capt Sydenham, Resident at Hyderabad {Received on June 

2, 1807) 

I have been much gratified by the receipt of a letter firom 
you congratulatmg me on the occasion of the titles that were 
enjoyed by my father havmg been conferred on me and statmg 
that the customs of your country had precluded you from present- 
ing me with a Nuzzar 

The unsohdted attamment of this honour must be ascribed 
to the happy effort of my affiance with the Hon’ble Company, to 
the kindness and regard of the Governor-General, and to exertions 
which have been made by you whose attachment to me is un- 
questionable, and jiie gratification which has been experienced by 
all those who are interested in my welfare has therefore been 
proportionably great Tlie expression “O Zephyr of the mommg 
all this hath been produced by thee” is justly apphcable to you, 
who are so intent on promoting the advantage of my Government, 
25 
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as crcr) countr) Ina itn |>cciilmr ciHioma there ta no dmibl tlint 
in Englnntl u not usual to present Nu7:7^rs Ilut these are 
merely the external character! which arc used to express iinccnlv 
and nttadimcnt and when therefore substantial proofs arc afford 
cd all forms and customs may he rejeaed as superfluous "Vou 
arc conitantl) and asscduousl) accussed in promoting the interests 
of this State and tlicrc can therefore be no doubt tliat }ou mil 
exert yourself lu the atiammcitt of ever) object tliat may be 
licncficnl to it maj lie Almighty render tins \aluahle blessing 
auspioous to all my fnends and especially to you whose attach 
meat to me is indubitable. 

The Cantonment of the Siil»idiary force ha\ang by the 
faiour of Cod been \ery populous it is necessary that it should 
be duttiDguishcd by a name and in consideration of the intimate 
connection that exists between the two states 1 therefore desire 
that It may hcnccfonh receive appellation of Secunderabad 

A true translation 


HENR\ dlUSSELU 
Second Assistant 


Approral of the Governor-General that Huisam Nagar be 
named Secunderabad 


I have the honour to enclose a copy and translation of that 
note. 


Tranf/<7/xo/i of <i note from Captain Sydenham Resident at 
Hyderabad to Meet Allum dated August \Sth 1807 

The Hon'blc the Governor-General had denved great satis- 
faction from His Highness the Soubahdar having been pleased m 
consideration of the perfect mtimacy between the too states, to 
distinguish the Bnosn Camonment near the Hussain Nagar by 
the appellation of Secunderabad a arcumstance nhich a^rds a 
strong proof of his Highness t attachment to the British Govern 
ment 

The Governor-General has also been very much granfied to 
hear that His Highness has been graaoualy pleased to confer the 
fort and distncts of K^ul as a personal Jagneer on your grandson 
Syed Abdullah Khan Bahadur 

A true translation and copy 

HENRY RUSSELL. 

Flm Assistant. 
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Letter No 5 — ^This is an enclosure to Sydenham’s letter addressed to 
Jenl^s, dated 30th December. In this enclosure 
Sydenham reports to the Governor-General what mischief 
Rajah Mahipat Ram had been creatmg m Sholapur. He 
had mstigat^ Inkuppa Naik to expel by force, Timuppa the 
Diwan of Rajah Fed Naik of Sliolapur and usurp the 
Diwanee for himself (Inkuppa Naik) Raja Mahipat Ram 
had also nusappropnated a part of the tribute that Raja 
Fid Naik was to pay to the Nizam 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

To— Rt HON’BLE lord MINTO, GOVERNOR- 

GENERAL 

Hyderabad, the 22nd December 1807 

1 have for some time past, been desuous to lay before your 
Lordship, a detailed and connected account of the proceedmgs of 
Rajah Mahipat Ram m estabhshing his mfluence over the person 
and possessions of the Rajah of Sholapore, but the measures of 
Mahipat Ram were concerted and executed with so much secrecy 
and art, that it was impossible at first to ascertain what share he 
actually took m the event that lately happened at Sholapore, or 
what weie the nature and extent of his connection with Inkuppa 
Naik, the person who ostensibly duected those transactions 
Indeed I have so often heen compelled to exhibit and comment 
upon the character and conduct of Mahipat Ram, that I feel some 
degree of reluctance to force them agam upon the notice of 
Government I could have wished, though I scarcely expected, 
that his removal from station and his banishment to Sagar 
would impose some restramt on his future proceedings and would 
convince him of the danger of disturbing the repose of this 
Government 

% 

2 My knowledge of the character and views of Rajah 
Mahipat Ram has mduced me to watch his proceedmgs with 
unremitting viglance, and without hemg able to discover the 
nature of his correspondence, I have ascertained that smce the 
period of his ariival at Sagai he has maintained a constant and 
clandestine intercourse ivith his friends m this city, with several 
of the imlitary commandeis m Berar, and with peisons at 
Aurangabad, Poona and Nagpur Both Rajah Govind Buksh and 
Lieut Colonel Doveton have repeatedly complained of the perni- 
cious effects of a secret mfluence, which is contmually exerted 
against the operation of the several measures, that have been 
adopted for the improvement of the condition of Berar and' the 
leform of the Mihtary establishment m that province They both 
appear with much reason to ascribe this counteracting mfluence to 
the mtiigues of Mahipat Ram, and it is certain than the com- 
manders who have m some instances manifested a most wanton m- 
attention and m others a most wilful disobedience to the sugges- 
tions of Colonel Doveton and the orders of Rajah Govmd Buksh 
are piecisely those persons with whom it is notonous that Mahipat 
Rnm mninroins a constant correspondence. 
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3 I have often adn»cd the Minuter to check the corrcf- 
pondcDCc of Mahipat Ram by insisting on hit not rccn\inE or 
dunatching any letters without the prcMOUs inspection of the 
Amt to Ik pheed for that express purpose near the person of 
h&hipat Ram but the Munster it to desirous of culuvatmg the 
good will of the Nizam and so reluctant to take any step that 
nught afford to His Highness the slightest ground of offence that 
he has permitted this correspondence to be earned on without 
pretending to be acquainted with it 

4. I should imagine that the pnnapal objects of tbit corres- 
pondence were to mamtain during his banishment a portion of 
that cxtcnsix'c influence which he possessed while in power and 
if possible impede the operation of the Ministers measures for the 
rc^lauon of the country If it were possible for him to render 
the Mmlitcri measures glaringly dtfiacnt he irould eagerly con 
irast the effects of them with those magnificent promises of 
doublmg the revenue of the state which he engaged to perform if 
he were m\-csicd with exclusive control over that department of 
the Government. 

5 But the proceedings of Mahipat Ram liavc not been 
confined to the agitauon of dandcstiDC intngue inthout the 
prenous authority or consent other of the Nizam or the Mliuster 
he has interfered m the coiiaros of the Rajah of ShoUporc, he 
forcibly removed the former Dcivan Tlmmunjia and by tne same 
means has placed a person of the name Inlcuppa Naik in the 
entire posscwion of the person property and goicmmeni of the 
Rajah of Sholaporc 

6. This Inkuppa U a distant relation of Ped Naik^ the present 
Rajah and was compelled a long lime ago to lca%c Sholaporc on 
account of some disagreement with the Rajah s Dewan Timrauppa- 
He came to HyderaMd and became secunty on the part of the 
Rajah for the regular payment of the annual Paishkush up to 
the Fully year laiy After completing this arrangement he 
returned to the neighbourhood of Sholapur and endeavoured to 
negotiate a rcconcilmtion with the Rajah and Tirarauppa, but 
failing m this object he collected a small band of freebooters and 
subsisted them by depredauons on the Sholapore Country and by 
occasional mcursioni mto the tcmtoncs of Hi* Highnets the 
Peshwa. 

7 About this penod Rajah Mahipat Ram arrived at Shapur 
He ivas accompamw thither bv Mohammed Raza khan Sindec, 
Nabbu Yar Jung and SaduUa Khan mth their respecave parties 
of Horse and Foot, amountmg to two thousand men After their 
arrival at Shapore the Minister repcate^y directed them to return 
to their duty m Bciar but they paid no attention to the Miiusters 
order* and as they proclaimed their dctcnnination to adhere to 
the fortunes of Rajah Mahipat Ram, they were dismissed from the 
servica of thi Klnm. 
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8 Besides the body of troops, commanded by those persons 

Rajah Mahipat Ram was accompanied by a party of horse under 
his own immediate command and by one of me French Battahons 
of Infantry, part of which had always been stationed at Shapoor 
and Sagar and part had attended his person m Berar ' 

9 For a long time Rajah Mahipat Ram affected to mam tarn 
this force under me pl^ or providing for the security of his pei- 
son against the enimty of Mir Allum, and I have every reason td 
beheve that he did and may indeed still, imagme that the Meer 
would avail himself of the first plausible pretext to seize his per- 
son and place him in close confinement But I am well con- 
vinced that the Meer never entertained any hostile design agamst 
tlie person of Malnpat Ram and the laudable moderation ot his 
conduct, since Mahipat Ram was disgiaced, is a suffiaent proof of 
the absurdity of Mahipat Ram’s suspiaon 

10 Whatever might have been the real design of Mahipat 
Ram m keeping so large a force about his person, whether it 
proceeded from fear as he himself pretends, oi as otliers suppose 
from distant views of ambition, it is certain tliat their mamtenance 
must have been very burthensome and could not long be supphed 
from his oivn resources, even if it be admitted he earned ■with him 
from Berar fifty lacks of rupees in treasure and jewels It was 
therefore necessary that he should devise some means ot support- 
mg the parties of his adherents on terms less destructive to his 
private foitune, and it appears to me that his desire to letam those 
commanders about his peison, -without being burtliened with the 
maintenance of them, compelled him to have recouise fo the 
Rajah of Sholapore for the means of subsistmg their troops 

II W’lth this Mew as I imagme, he was desiious to be 
invested with tire management of receivmg the annual tribute 
from Sholapore and aldiough tlie Nizam did not appeal adverse 
to that proposal the Mimster would by no means consent to it 
He aftenvards endeavoured to prevail upon Timin’! ippa, the 
Dewan at Sholapore to entertain a small party of Mohammed 
Raza Elhan’s tioops m the service of the Rajah Timmuppa 
showed no mclmation to accept of this offer and when Mahipat 
Ram pressed it upon his acceptance Timmuppa peremptorily 
refused to have any connection with the adherents of Mahipat 
Ram 

12 Bemg disappomted m his expectation of piocunng em- 
ployment and subsistence for his troops eithei from tins Court 
or from Timmuppa, Mahipat Ram at length had recourse to 
Inkuppa Naik, who, as I have before stated, was hiung in the 
neip;hbourhood of Sholapur anxious to establish a footmg m 
Sholapore, and supportmg himself by the depredations of a band 
of freebooters that he had gradually collected about his person 

13 , Mahipat Ram sent Mohammed Raza Khan to Inkuppa 
Naik to offer hi istance m placmg Inkuppa as the Dewan of 
Bholapui pronde kuppa would pay him a certain sum of 
money to defr'ity arrears due to the jroopp Mohammed 
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3, I ha%c often adMsed the Mmiitcr to check ihc corret- 
ponticncc of Mahipat Ram by imisttng on liii not rccanng or 
disnatchme any letter® ^^^hout the prenous in^pcaion of the 
Aral to be pbeed for that express p\»r)x»c near the person of 
hfihipat Ram but the hfinittcr i» to desirous of cuJiirafing the 
good mil of the Nizam and to reluctant to take any step that 
might afford to Ills Highness the slightest ground of offence, that 
he ha* permitted this correspondence to lie earned on tnthoul 
pretending to be acquainted with It 

4. I should imagine that the nnnapal objca* of this corres- 
pondence ^rcrc to maintain during nu banishment a portion of 
that cxicnsitc influence whicli he jiosscsscd wlule m power and 
if possible impede the operation of the Ministers measures for the 
regulation of the country If it were jiossiblc for him to render 
the Ministers measures glaringly dcfiacni he \rould eagerly con 
irasi the effects of tiicm with those magnificent promises of 
doubbng the revenue of the state which lie enraged to perform if 
he were invested inth exclusn-c control over that department of 
ihc Government, 

5 But the proceeding* of Mahijiat Ram hate not been 
confined to the agitation of damlcsimc intrigue mthout the 
prenous authonty or consent either of the Nizam or the Minister 
he ha* inierfcrctl in the concums of the Rajah of Sholanorc he 
forcibly rcmoicd the former IXwan Timtnuppa and by tnc same 
means ha* placed a person of the name Inkuppa Naik in the 
entire possession of the person pmpert) and goicmmcnt of the 
Rajah of Sholaporc 

6. This Inkuppa is a distant rcianon of Fed Naik the present 
Rajah anti was compeUed a long time ago to leave Sholaporc on 
account of some disagreement with the Rajah s Denan Tiramuppa, 
He came to Hyderabad and became *cainty on the part of the 
Rajah for the regular payment of the anni^ Pawhkush, up to 
the Fusly year laiy After compicring this arrangement he 
returned to the ncighbouihood of Sholanur and endeavoured to 
negotiate a reconcdiauon with the Rajah and Timmuppa but 
failing in thi* object he collected a small band of freebooter* and 
subsisted them by depredation* on the Sholaporc Country and by 
occasional incumoni mto the temtonc* of His Hichness the 
Peshwa 

7 About this penod Rajah Mahipat Ram arrived at Shapur 
He wa* accompanied thither by Mohammed Raza Khan Sindec 
Nabbu Yor Tung and Sadnlla Khan with their respec ti ve parties 
of Horse and Foot, amountmg to two thousand men After thor 
amyal at Shaporc. the Minister repeatedly directed them to return 
to theiT duty m Berar but they pid no attenuon to the Mimstcr* 
oraen and as they proclaimed mcir dctennination to adhere to 
the fortune* of ^jah Mahipat Ram they were djiraisscd from the 
sertica of tb« Nlam. 
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8 Besides the body of troops, commanded by those persons 

Rajah Mahipat Ram was accompanied by a party of horse under 
his own immediate command and by one of me French Battahons 
of Infantry, part of which had always been stationed at Shapoor 
and Sagar and part had attended his person m Berar > 

9 For a long time Rajah Mahipat Ram affected to mamtam 
this force under me plea or providing for the security of his pei- 
son against the enmity of Mir Allum, and I have every reason td 
beheve that he did and may indeed still, imagme tliat the Meer 
would avail himself of the first plausible pretext to seize his per- 
son and place him m close confinement But I am well con- 
vinced that the Meer never entertained any hostile design against 
the person of Mahipat Ram and the laudable moderation of bis 
conduct, since Mahipat Ram was disgraced, is a suffiaent proof of 
the absurdity of Mahipat Ram’s suspicion 

10 Whatever might have been the real design of Mahipat 
Ram m keeping so large a force about his person, whether it 
"proceeded from fear as he himself pretends, oi as others suppose 
from distant views of ambition, it is certam that their mamtenance 
must have been i^ery burthensome and could not long be supphed 
from his own resources, even if it be adnutted he earned ■with him 
fiom Berar fifty lacks of rupees m treasure and jewels It was 
therefore necessary that he should devise some m&ins of support- 
mg the parties of his adherents on terms less destructive to his 
private fortune, and it appears to me that his desire to retam those 
commanders about his peison, without bemg buitliened with the 
mamtenance of them, compelled him to have recouise fo the 
Rajah of Sholapore for the means of subsistmg their troops 

II With this view as I imagine, he was desiioiis to be 
invested with the management of receivmg the annual tribute 
from Sholapore, and altliough die Nizam did not appeal adverse 
to that proposal the Munster would by no means consent to it 
He afterwards endeavoured to prevail upon TmunUppa, the 
Dewan at Sholapore to entertain a small party of Mohammed 
Raza Khan’s tioops in the service of the Rajah Timmuppa 
showed no mchnation to accept of this offer and when Mahipat 
Ram pressed it upon his acceptance, Timmuppa peremptorily 
refused to have any connection with the adherents of Mahipai 
Ram 

12 Bemg disappomted m his expectation of piocurmg em- 
ployment and subsistence for his troops eithei from this Court 
or from Timmuppa, Mahipat Ram at length had recourse to 
Inkuppa Naik, who, as I have before stated, was livnng m the 
neighbourhood of Sholapur, anxious to establish a footing m 
Sholapore, and supportmg himself by the depredations of a band 
of freebooters that he had gradually collected about his person 

13 (Mahipat Ram sent Mohammed Raza Khan to Inkuppa 
Naik to offer his assistance jn placmg Inkuppa as the Deivan of 
Sholapui pro-vided Inkuppa would pay him a certain,, sum of 
money to defray the arrests due to the jroopp of Mohammed 
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Roza Khan and \\ould afierwards place the parttc* of that com 
mandcr and Nablni "iar Jung in the fcmcc of the Rajah of 
Sholapore It may be readily supposed that Inkuppa Nnik reduced 
to li\c on the dangerous and precanous sulwisicncc procured b) 
the depredations ot a linnd of freebooters would clici.rfull) accede 
to any proposals which Mahipai Ram miglii mkkc to him The 
engagement was soon concluded Inkuppa graduall) and sccfctly 
jncrcaicd hii part) hj the men wliom Nlohammctl Raza Khan 
and the other commanders prctcndctl from time to time to dis- 
miss from their scnice When his force wns thought sufllacnt to 
make an attempt on the fort of Sholapiir Inkuppa Niik marched 
towards that place, hut after an engagement with ilit Sholapur 
troops was compelled to retire It wns then found ncccssarj to 
afford him more deaded atsisnncc and Mohammed Raza khan 
and Nubhu ^ar Jung ha\mg joinctl Inkup|« Nalk another engage 
ment took place which tcrminaietl m the expulsion of Timmapa 
and the csiahlishment of Inkupjia m the entire administmtion 
of the affairs of the Rajah of Sholnjmrc 

14. For further particulars of those transactions I beg lease 
to refer your Lordship to the enclosed papers marked i and 2 the 
former containing a lincf account of the engagements which took 
place and the latter being the substance of a communication from 
bhcT Beg Khan n respcaablc man who was stationed by thw 
Government near Sholapore to Ttccjvc the annual tnbutc from 
the RajaK 


15 Some months after die transaaions I hate rebted took 
pbcc, I rccaied letters from the Rajah of Shobpur and Inkuppa 
Naik copies and transbtions of which I have the honour to sub- 
mit to your Lordships notice. From them it would appear that 
the Rajah inis perfectly satisfied wnth the condition ol ms affairs 
and that imraeaiaic arrangements would be made to pay the 
annual tnbute which the only subject on which this court 11 at 
all interested. But hanng recened inidhgencc of the share taken 
by Mahipat Rani in the expulsion of Tlmmapa and the establish 
ment of Inkuppa s aurliontx I rommuniciictl inih the Minister 
on the subjert nut he appeared to take no interest in the transac 
non and seemed to imagine that the change m the admmistranon 
of the Rajah s affairs would condure to the more punctual dis- 
charge of his obligations to this state. But I baic since ascertained 
from the mimstcr himself that he was directed by the Nizam to 
take no nonce of the transaaion that Mahipat Tlam had soliatcd 
to obtam An Enayat Namah from His Highness approving of 
the change which had been effected m the aoministration of affairs 
at Shobpur that His Highness appeared dcsuxius to comply with 
Mahipat Rams washes but that the Minister had formally protest 
ed a^mit so improper a measure howcicr the Minister at the 
express desire of His Highness evaded all discussion of the subject 
with me and as the British Government was. by no means 
mtexested in it, I did not think it ne cessa ry to urge the Mimttcr 
any further disclosure of his scnnmenti. In observing this Ifaie 
of conduct I was detiroui to avoid a dliowlcn whiA might be 
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offensive to His Highness's feelings, as well as to manifest a 
sciupulous .idhcicnce to that leading piinciple of oui alliance, by 
which we arc pievcnrcd fiom intcifciing in the internal admmis- 
nation of this state 

16 At a subsequent peiiod w'hen the Mmister became 
impatient to icahzc the amount of the Peshkush due from the 
Rajah of Sholapiii for the Fiisly yeai 1216 Inkuppa Naik mani- 
fested no iiiclin.inon to dischaige the aiieais and the Mmistei 
proposed to send a body of troops to Sholapur to enforce the pay- 
ment of tlie Peshkush On this occasion Mahipat Ram represented 
to die Nizam that the Minister, under tRe pretext of enforemg the 
payment of the Sholapoic Peshkush intended to send a body of 
troops to seize his pcison and place him m close confinement, and 
he therefoie, entieated His liighness not to consent to the employ- 
ment of the tioops 111 die mannei proposed by the Mimster As 
for the payment of die Sholapur Peshkush, Mahipat Ram, under- 
took to become seciuity foi the legular discharge of the whole 

/ Peshkush by certain instalments, and for that purpose went 
through the foim of negotiating bills on ceitam soucars at 
Hyderabad for the payment of the first instalment 

17 As His Highness appeared anxious to avoid die employ- 
ment of coercive measuies, until less forcible means had been 
tried, and faded of success, and as the Mmister w'as induced to 
expect that Mahipat Ram would adheie to Ins voluntary engage- 
ments the proposal foi sending a force into the Sholapur district 
wns relinquished and Shei Beg Kliaii w'as oideied to Sholapore for 
the puqiose of icceivmg the amount of each mstalment of the 
Peshkusli eidiei fiom Inkuppa Naik 01 Mahipat Ram 

18 After the lapse of some weeks it become evident that 
Mahipat Ram had no senous intention of dischaigmg the obliga- 
tion w'hicli he had coiitiacted, and Inkuppa Naik very candidly 
announced his incapability of raising so large a sum, as the 
annual Peshkush from die icvenues of the Sholapur country 
He had indeed paid a laige sum of money to Mahipat Ram for 
the assistance he had received in the forable acquisition of the 
administiation of Sholapui, and Mahipat Ram had taken the 
precaution to secure the possession of such of the Rajah of Shola- 
pore’s personal piopeity as imght otherwise have enabled 
Inkuppah to raise some funds for the payment of the Peshkush 
Besides which Inkuppa was burthened wath the maintenance of 
the troops undei die command of Mohammed Raza Smdi and 
Nabbu Yai Jung, who remamed at Sholapur and were ostensibly 
m the Rajah’s service 

19 Durmg this period both the Nizam and the Mmister were 
much indisposed in health His Highness seldom qmtted his 
Mahal and the Mimster was too feeble to attend to anything but 
the court business of the Government But when the mmister 
recovered from his mdisposition I sent for Sher Beg Khan from 
Sholapore and ascertamed from that person what htde rehance 
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oucht to be placed on the promises of Raiah MalilMi Ram who 
liad manifested no inclination lo pay the nm instalment of Pesh 
kadi although he liad assumed an entire control o\cr the affair* 
of the Shobpur counirj and lia* possessed himself of the most 
\-alijablc part of the personal property of the Rajah 

,0 Tlic Minister likewise ascertained botli from the repre- 
sentauon of Slier Bc^ Khan and other creditable sources of mtcl 
ligcncc that the Rajah of Sholaporc w-a* cxircnid\ dbsausficd 
mill the situation to t\hidi he liad been rcducctl tnat he was 
anxious to mthdnu liim^lC from the oppression of Inkuppa 
Nnik and to rcinstnic Tinimapjia in the management of hii 
affair* fhat Inkuppa Kaik probably under the apprehension 
of Iwring dn\cn from Sholaporc b) tlic adherent* of the Raiah 
had sent the Raiah to a hill fort called Windroog xind had rubse 
qucnily rcmo\ca him to Sholaporc where he was closely guarded 
liy Mahijiai Ram Tint Timmapjvi with his eldest son had 
secreted himself m the ncighbourho^ of Sholapur and after 
escaping the jicrsuit of Inkuppa* troops avais ira\cUing tou-ard* 
Hyderabad for the purpose of throwing himself under me protect 
non of the Nizam and of imploring His Highness* aid to restore 
the Rajah of Sholapur to the independent ana undisturbed 
possession of his tcmiones 

21 Mahipat Ram addressed an Arzee to the Mlnmcr 
acquamtmg him that the Rajah of Sholapur had retired to 
Wndroog and had subsequent!) come to Sholaporc, and the 
monies of these morenicou is asenbed to the Rajahs apprehen 
sions of the pcr»oui tent to daim on the part of this Gorenunent 
the payment of this Pcshkuih I have the honour to submit to 
your Lordships notice a copy and translanon of Mahipat Rams 
Arzee to the Mirustcr 

22 This Arzee ivas accompamed with the most iolcmn 
assurances of Mahipat Ram* dctcnmnaDon to make immediate 
arrangements for the discharge of the Pcsbkush for the Fasly 
y«r I i6 and for the )car 1217 which wHU soon become due. 
^esc assurances were repeated to the Nizam who bemg disposed 
to listen to them, the Minister did not judge it expedient to appear 
to refuse credit to them, althoi^b be was well convinced of mor 
fallacy Dunng the whole 01 these transactions Mahipat Ram 
rcpcadtcdly declared that he had no sort of connection with 
Inkuppa Naik that he had dismissed Mohamed Raza Khan and 
the other commanders from his service, and that he had given 
refuge to the Rajah of Sholaporc with the view only of contn 
butmg to the interest* of the Nizam s state by mduemg him and 
Inkuppa Naik to proceed lo the immediate discharge of the arrears 
of Pohkush due to the Government. But the part which Mahipat 
Ram. had really aaed on thi* transaction became lufQacntly noto- 
nou*, and I foresaw that the Minister would be soon reduced to 
the necessity either of renounemg all expectation of rcaJizmg the 
^Pcsbkush or coming to some candid explanation tnth the 
Nizam and rccurnne to his onginal plan of enforang ibc pay 
menc of the Peshkush by cocravc measures. 
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2X }f the <jiK’''noii (if {lie hhol.ijim J’cshku'-h h.icl i,tood alone 
{lie Minister would not lia\c hc'^iintcd in hl^ option between these 
two altcrnatne*' But in fait the (jucstion of the Peshkush 
was so nuoheil with the uindmt atid tncasnics of iMahipat Rani, 
that the Mitiivtcr (ltd not wtll ktiow how to act without giving 
olhiue to Ihs Iltghtuss the Ni/ani 'I'lie fast of the Ramzan 
intet\ctud whteh as usual su-jpended the tiansaction of all extra 
husiness (lutitig that month and the Mmistei .ifKiwaids had a 
relapst' <if lus asihtiiatii t otiijilaitit which rendered him averse 
from tin agnation of ain tneasuie that would rtijuiiL his pre- 
sence .it lilt l^urhai and might he attended with tedious alfcrc.i- 
tions with the Nizam 

^4 I do not know how long this st.ite of indecision might 
ha\c continued if i (ircunistancc had not t.iken place winch rc- 
mo\C(l the Ni/aiii s rehittanct to employ .i force against the 
Sholajiur count rv .ind cnahled the ^imlstcl to demonstrate the 
ncctssuv of adopting the most decided measures to restrain the 
jiowcr which has kiitly hctti atiputed hy liikujipa N.uk 

e? The d.iv htfort vesioidav mtcllitTciuc w.is lecencd hv 
Uni/adul Moolk (the m.iternal unde of Sh.uiisul Omrah, and the 
Manager of the P.ig.ih lands) th.ii Mohammed Ra/.i Khan Snidec 
and N.ihhu Y.ir Jung with a body of troops li.ul entered the dis- 
tricts of Gulharga .ind I'ero/ahad and hiirnt m.inv vill.ages in 
those districts and had destroyed or taken possession of property 
of the amount of one lack and twcniyfivc thousand rupees 
Am/ad-Oo^ Moolk lost no time m commumeatmg this intelligence 
to the Nizam and he entreated His Highness to direct Mecr Allura 
to adopt immediate measures for the security of those districts, 
from fuiiher dejncdations The Ni/ain w-as much surprised and 
rather indignant at so insolent and daring an outrage upon his 
tc’-ntoncs His Highness sent for Rajah Chandu Lai and directed 
him to caiiy the Arxec of Um/adul Moolk to Meei Allum and 
to desire Meer Allum to furnish him with a list of such troops as 
could he detached from Hyderabad to the Gulharga Distnet 
Mcci Allum highly approved His Highness s lesolution to employ 
a force for the protection of the district, and furnished His High- 
ness with a statement of the troops at Hyderabad, that w'ere pre- 
pared foi field sen'icc His Highness then directed the Minister 
to communioitc to me a copy of Umzadul Moolk’s Arzec and to 
lequest my advice ujion the subject I accordingly received a note 
- to that effect from the minister, to wLicli I briefly replied by 
expressing my perfect concurrence m the expediency of einploymg 
a force for the protection of His Highness’s possessions hut as the 
Mmistei seemed desirous to see me for the purpose of commum- 
catmg to me fully his sentiments on the subject I stated that 
T w'ould w^ait upon him m the course of a day or tw^o to hear what 
he had to say, and to convey to him what I had long felt desirous 
of stating respecting the late events at Sholapur and the condud 
of Rajah Mahipat Ram 

26 - ‘ ' u ' 
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26. In the course of that chy Timnnpa the late Dewan at 
Sholapur arrived at Hyderabad and had an intcmcrr with the 
Minuter Tlninupa rcmainctl mth the Minister for some rime 
and presented letters from the Rajah of Sliolapur to the Minister 
and the Nizam after which he was directed to call upon roe the 
next day for the purpose of delixcnng a letter from the Rajah of 
Sholapur to my address and of giving me the fullest mforrnaDon 
respecting the mshes of the Rajah and the iimation of his afliun 

7 Timmapa accordingly tvaitcd upon me the next day 
delivered to me the Rajah of Shohpores letter and made me 
arcumsrantially aenuainted with every thing that had taken place 
at Sholapur But I am reluctant to detain this dispatch any 
longer and shall proceed in my next address to relate to your 
Lordship what passed at this meeting os well as at my interview 
mth the hfinlsicr and to state the measures which the Ntzam 
and the Minuter have determined to pursue not only for the 
protection of the Gulburga distnas Init mth a mcw to the future 
situations of the Rajah of Sholapur and Rajah Mahipat Ram 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
T SYDENHAM 
Resident at Hyderabad. 

Hyderabad 

The aand December 1807 


Letter No. 6.— This is an enclosure to Sydenham s letter to Jenkins, 
Sydenham reports to the Governor-General the disturbances 
in the Sholapur region due to the mischief of Rajah 
Tvlahipat Rain. He had instigated and assisted Inkuppa 
Naik to overthrow the Dewan Timuppo of Fed Naik the 
Rajah of Sholapur and had sent Mohammed Raza Khan 
Sindl and Nabi Yar Jung as his agent to accomplish the 
task. Fed Naik with his hunDy had been kept m confine- 
ment at Shapore where lived Mahipat Ram. Timappas 
family and goods had been seized To set these matters 
right he was in agreement with Meet AUum to take 
certain measures, which are suggested in the body of the 
letter ^ 


From— T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

To— THE RT HON^LE LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GEINERAL * 

Hyderabad, the a5th January 1808. 
honour to lay before your Lordehjp comei -and 
trenilanon of the note from the Mlnuten No : ond j and of 
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my reply No 3 togcdicr witli a copy and translation of the Arzee 
from Amzudool Moolk to tlic Nizam, to which papers I alluded 
in the e5th paragraph of my last dispatch 

2 I ha\c alicady stated that Tiramappa Naik, the late 
Den an at Shahpooi w.iitcd upon me on the aand instant, and I 
now proceed to relate uhat passed at that meeting 

3 Timmappa was accompanied by his eldest son, by a 

confidential Mootesiiddee of Rajah Chandu Lai s and by the 
Agent W'ho resides at this Couit on the part of the Rajah of 
Sholapore After the usual interchange of civilities, Timmappa 
presented to me a lettci from the Rajah of Sholapore of w'hich I 
have the honour to tiansmit to your Lordship a copy and transla- 
tion This letter almost the same as those 

addressed by the Rajah to Meer Allum and His Highness the 
Nizam 


4 Both Timmappa and the Rajali’s Agent confirmed what 
* the Rajah has stated in his letter respecting the means by which 

he was depined of all real authority, the distress w'hich he suJBEers 
under the oppressive administration of Inkuppa Naik and 
Mohammed Raza Khan Smdee, his anxiety to be restored to his 
legal authority and to re-establish Timraajipa to his formei 
situauon and the circumstance of his being held in confinement 
by those w'hom he designates as his enermes The expressions 
employed in die first part of die Rajah's letter will be from every 
quarter regarding the share whicli Rajah Mahipat Ram took m 
placmg the Rajali of Sholapoor m the hands 01 Inkuppa Naik foi 
the purpose of procuring for himself an entire control over the 
Sholapoor country ^ 

5 Timmappah stated diat the Rajah of Sholapore looked to 
the Nizam's Government for protection and support, and that the 
Rajah would enter mto the most positive engagements for the 
payment of the arrears of Paishkush and for me regular discharge 
in future of his obligations the Nizam's Government 

6 He then made forcible appeal to die justice and hbera- 
lity of the British Government and he entreated me to afford my 
assistance in removmg the Rajah of Sholapore from the control 
and oppression of Mahipat Ram and Inkuppa Naik and m replac- 
ing the Rajah in a state of independent authority over his 
hereditary possessions He stated that as long as the Rajah was 
kept m his present conduct of servitude he could adopt no 
measures for the discharge of his obhgation to the Govemrnents 
of the Nizam and the Peshwa, that heavy arrears would accu- 
mulate which no exertions of his could possibly hquidate, that 
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those Govcmnicntf uould employ troops to enforce ihcir rights 
and t^at the country of Sholapur ^vould be depopulated and 
ruined 

7 I r *1)11011 that houcxer I might coinmisscnit mth the 
Kajah on the irnportam iitiiation to which lie had Iiccn reduced 
)ct the lintish do\*tmmcnt could not inlcrfcrc in a transaction 
which entirely rested tnth His Highness the Nl/^m TTiai His 
liighncss and hii Mmittcn would of course adopt such measures 
as the) might judge necessary for the security of his tcmioncs 
from the depredation of the bholapoor troops on account of Hii 
Highness s pecuniar) rights oicr tlic Rajah Tliat when called 
upon hy Nizam for my sentiments I should olTcr such adiicc as 
might appear to me most coduatc to the nghts and Interests of 
tins state. 

8 Timmapa then told me iliat he had consultetl with Mccr 
■Mlum and Rajah Chandulal on the means of restoring tlic Raiah 
of Sholapoor to independent auihoniy and of sccunng the 
regular and punctual payment of the Paishkush but that Nicer 
Auum would come to no dcrcrmlnation until he had received my 
opinion upon the subica I said that I intended to Msir Mccr 
Allum the followang uay and would listen to the plan that had 
been suggested for the accomplishment of those important objects 
Timmapa stated that he lud l)ccn particularly desired liy Mccr 
Allum to make me fully acquainted with all the cdmimstanccs of 
the Late transactions at Sholapoor I replied that I was ready to 
Iwar his account of those event*, and he accordingly rebted to me 
all that he knew or had heard of the arcumstance* connected 
vviih them -But as his narrative ivas CTtrcmcly diffuse and un 
connected. I directed my Moonshis to draw out m my presence 
a Statement of what Tienmappa had said and I have the honour 
to enclose a copy and translation of that statement which contains 
ncry arcumstance of consequence rebted by Timmappah 

9 On the morning of the a 3 rd I called upon the Mimstcr 
whom I was happy to nnd a good deal recovered from hi* bte 
attack of asthma, though he compbincd of much oppression at 
his breast when he moved about or spoke m a loud tone of \oicc 

10 He told me that the Nizam was determined to send 
without loss of time a party of troops mto the GuTbarga Distnct 
that a respectable Emir of the name of Nizamut Jang, who is 
connected mth His Highness • family had been appointed to the 
command of the Detachment, that the Battalion lately raised by 
Mr Gordon irould form a part of the Infan try to be employed on 
diis service and that as Nizamut Jung was unacquamted ivith 
militaiy a ff a ir s. Mr Gordon ivas to be invested mth a discretionary 
power over the movement* of the detachment. The Mimster then 
gave me a statement of the troops, intended to proceed to the 
'Gulbarga diitnct of which statement I have the honour to enclose 
a copv rrd transbuon. 
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1 1 The Ministci proceeded to observe that it became a sub- 
ject o£ serious consideiatioii liow to prevent the recurrence of 
outrages similai to that an Inch had been lately comnutted by the 
troops ostensibly in the service of tlie Rajah of Sholapoor, upon 
the tern tones of His Highness the Nizam, and how to ensure the 
regular payment of the i\aishk,ush due to tins state from the Rajah 
of Sholapooi That the aiieais of Paishkush already amounted 
to ncaily eight kicks of iiipcos, and that in a few montlis five lacks 
more would become ^ue so that a deficiency of thirteen lacks of 
rupees would shortly accumulate m tlie Revenue of this state which 
he saw no prosjicct of the icco\ciing while the Rajah of Sholapoor 
was permitted to remain in his present condition He, therefore 
considered it to be of the utmost importance to die interests and 
tianquillity of this state that some measures should be immediately 
pursued for the settlement of the Sholapoor country That while 
the Rajah continues to be subjected to the oppressive admimstra- 
tion of Inkuppa Naik or latber of Rajah Malntpat Ram, and as 
long as Inkuppa retained Mohammed Raza Khan Smdee and 
Nabi Yar Jung in the service of the Rajah of Sholapoor, no 
expedition could be formed of reabzmg the Peshhush or of 
protecting the Nizam’s possessions from the depredation of the 
Sholapoor troops ivithout the permanent establishment of a strong 
force in that quarter , that the permanent employment of a body 
of tioops in that quarter would be inconvenient and expensive , 
that If Nvould not secuie the regular payment of the Peslikush and 
that It Nvould be inconsistent ivith the leputation and dignity of 
this state to station a force in the Gulburga district to protect the 
Nizam’s territories from the continual insults and outrages of 
hikuppa Naik, who partly by fraud, partly by force, but princi- 
pally by the assistance of the subjects of die Nizam, had been 
enabled to usurp the legitimate authority of the Rajali of Shola- 
poor, and to employ the icsources of diat distnct in mjurmg and 
msultmg the Nizam’s possession He, therefore, considered it to 
be absolutely necessaiy that Rajah Ped Naik should be remstated 
in the legitimate and independent possession of his country that 
Timmappa, agieeably to the anxious wish of the Rajah, should 
be restored to the Dewam, that Inkuppa Naik should be mduced 
or compelled to return to his former condition, and that vigorous 
measures should be taken for the dispersion of the party that had 
been collected by Mohammed Raza Khan Smdee and Nabi Yar 
Jung 

12 Here I interrupted the Minister by stating that although 
I cordially agreed to the propnety and pohey of adoptmg the 
measures he had proposed, for the settlement of the Sholapoor 
country and the realization of the rights of this state, over the 
Rajah of Sholapoor yet that he appeared m this statement to have 
overlooked Rajah Mahipat Ram who was miquestionably the per- 
son who had ongmally excited the disturbances in that quarter, 
had obtained the supreme contiol over the Rajah of Sholapoor’s 
possessions, and was most capable of resisting the measures which 
had been proposed by the Minister 
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13. Tlic Minister rralicd that though he had not mentioned 
the name of Rajah Mihipat Ram excepting in a casual way yet 
he ivas not the less aware of hw haring entirely directed all the 
measures that had been pursued at Sholapoor that Mahipat Ram 
would not however oppose any arrangements which rnight be 
concerted \ntli me and shoula be sanctioned by His Highness the 
Niram for that would be pbang himself in inc situation of a 
public enemy of this Government in which ease it would be 
necessary to employ the most dcasi\-c means for reduemg him to 
subjection It ivas more probable that Mahipat Ram would be 
anxious to shaVc off hit connection with Monammed Raza Khan 
and Inlkiippa Knik and would pretend to no share either m the 
pa^t condua or future designs of those persons 

14. I cn(|Uircd whether the Nizam would be wiUmg to 
authonze the execution of the measures which the Minister pro* 
posed for the Kitlcmcnt of the Sholapoor country Tlic Minister 
said that he had no reason to suppose that His Highness would 
object to them That His Highneu was much offended at the 
late depredations committctl in ilic Gulbarga districts and must 
naturall) feel nnxioiui to realize the suras due from the Sholapoor 
country and it ivas manifest that neither His Highness s tern 
tones could be secured from the repetition of similar outrages nor 
the Sholapoor PaishkusU collected without the Govemroent of that 
countiT were peaceably settled I enquired whether His Highness 
were distmaly informed of the nature and extent of Mahipat 
Ram* proceeding* at Sholapoor The Minuter replied that 
intelligence of Mahipat Ram s proceedings had been rcgubrly 
cor 'eyed to the Nizam but His Highness had manifested no 
inclmarion to attend to them ns long as those transactions did not 
mtcrfcrc with the tranquillity of those icmionc* that now Hi* 
Highness must be made sensible of the propnety of rcstrainmg 
the further proceedings of a man who had been the original cause 
of the icry outrage of which Hu Highness so much compbmed 

15 I next requested the Minuter to inform me what were 
precisely the measures which he mtended to purtue for the settle 
ment of a Shobpoor country The Minister replied that the 
first object was to secure the western dutnets from the depreda 
tions of Inkuppa Naik and Mohammed Raza Khan Smdee, 
which object he thought would be immediately accomplished by 
the march of His Highness s troops towards Gulbarga. It was 
then his design to employ the troops m rcstonng Rajah Pid Nalk 
to bu Icginmaic authority and in rcpbcing Timmappa m the 
Dcwnni The families 01 Ped Naik and Tunmappa were m 
the custody of Mahipat Ram at Shahpoor and might m delivered 
up to the Officer Commanding the Nizam s troops, Timmappa 
would accompany the detachment and would be prepared to exer 
DSC his influence otcr the inhabitants of Shobpoor and the 
pnnapal persons near Ped Naik to desert the cause of Inkuppa 
assist m reitormg their master to his legitimate authority 
xlajah Mahipat Ram would be directed to restore the 
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jewels and other personal property of Ped Naik and Timmappa 
to Nizamat Jung and Major Gordon, and would be cautioned not 
‘o assist or protect Inkuppa Naique or Mohammed Raza Klian 
s»nd if those persons resisted to peaceable execution of those 
measures it would be necessarj'^ to attack and disperse theit 
parties 

16 I obsen^ed that successful execution of the pioposed plan 
would depend upon tlie follo^vmg points ist the Line of con- 
duct which would be pursued by Raja Mahipat Ram, and tlie 
degree of influence possessed by Timmappa over 'the prmapal 
persons in Sholapoor and 3rd the number of troops which 
Inkuppa Naik and Mohammed Raja Khan would coUect for the 
purpose of resisting the execution of the proposed measures, I, 
therefore, begged leave to enquire what information the Mimster 
possessed upon those points 

17 The Minister said m reply, that he was well assured that 
Rajah Mahipat Ram would be sensible of the necessity of obeymg 
any orders that he might receive from the Nizam and that he 
would not incur the fatal consequences of mamtammg his associa- 
tion with Inkuppa Naik 2nd That he had every reason to con- 
clude that Timmappa possessed considerable influence over the 
Sholapoor country, and would be capable of effecting the whole 
arrangement without the assistance of any troops if Ii^uppa Naik 
were not supported by the parties under Mohammed Raza Khan 
Nabi Yar Jung and Sadooloh Khan 3rd That the body of troops 
of all discreption collected under Inkuppa Naik. Mohammed Raza 
Khan and their associates did not exceed five thousand and would 
not be capable of opposmg the detachment, that it was intended 
to send from Hyderabad 

18 I asked what steps the Minister intended to take for the 
purpose of obtammg the sanction of the Nizam to the system of 
measures which he proposed for the settlement of the Sholapoor 
country The Mimster stated that he was too feehle to attend the 
Durbar himself, that his arzees would not be read by the Nizam, 
and that the representations of Rajah Chandulal had not tliat 
weight with His Highness which the importance of such a 
commumcation reqmred He, therefore, was sohcitous that I should 
wait upon the Nizam for the purpose of subnuttmg to His High- 
ness a plain statement of the arcumstances which had occurred at 
Sholapoor and of demonstratmg the pohcy and propriety of the 
measures which were proposed for the settlement of that country 

19 I said that as I entirely agreed with Minister in the 
pohcy and propriety of those measures, I should be happy to 
recommend their immediate adoption to the Nizam but that it 
would be mcumbent upon me to expose the proceedings of Rajah 
Mahipat Ram and to cdmment without reason upon the nature of 
hi6 conduct for the last twelve months at Sholapoori That I was 
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not particularly interc*tctl In the fate of the Sliolapctoi country but 
that when I connidcrcd the character sentiments ami designs of 
Mahipat Ram and the arcumitanccs which Ictl to his dismission 
from Berar and his banishment to Shapoor I could not but fed 
great jfcalousy at his being sufTcred to maintain a considerable 
body of troops alxnit his person m defiance of the Ministers 
orders and of his own positive engagements to retain secretly 
under hii influence military commandem who had Ixrcn dismissed 
from the Nizam* sen ice lor the contumac) of ihcir conduct to 
exate and direct a revolution in the Govcmincni of a ncighliour 
rag country vnth which he had not th^ slightest pretence of inter 
fcrcncc to control afterwards the affairs of the new Govemmem 
thus cstahli^hctl hv himself to maintain an cxtcnsivx corres- 
pondence m every place where bi* imngucs could become 
dangerous^ and to persist in a secret intercourse with the Nizam 
whioi His Highness had solemnly pletlgcd himsdf to discontinue. 
I therefore thought it of mudi more importance to those general 
interests which were committed to my coarge lliat some final 
arrangement should take cfTca to place Rajah Mahipat Ram in 
the condition prescribed in the paper of agreement tMt had been 
signed by the Nizam that the R'yah of Sholapoor should be 
withdrawn form the Influence of mkiippa Naiquc liecausc any 
plan for the settlement of the Shohnoor country would be 
prccanous a* long as Mahipat Ram w-i* kft at libcnv and with 
means to control the aaions of the Raiah of Sholapoor A* long 
OS Mahipat Ram in a state of ostensible disgrace and banishment 
was permitted to retain n brge liody of iroo[)s citlicr imniciliaiciy 
or indirectly attached to hi* interests as long ns he was sufTered 
without authonty and vnthoui right to exercise a supreme conuxl 
over the neighbouring country it would lie vain to check that 
influence at Hyderabad and in Ikrar which it was the nnndpal 
object of the bntish Goicmmcnt lo dcsirov f should therefore 
be happy to avail myself of this opportunity of expressing m 
reipct^l terms to the Nizam my opinion o( the late proceedings 
of ^ja Mahipat Ram in order lo prevail upon His Highness to 
authorize some arrangement to be made which should ^cc that 
person in the exact situation inicnded by the supubinon regarding 
him in the paper of Agreemems iliat had b<^ ranfled bv the 
Nizam I felt the greatest voxicty to effect this point on the 
present occasion b^usc 1 wa* perfealy assured that such an 
arrangement would be the most certain mode of accomplishing 
the object* which the Mmi»tcr had m vacw for the settlement oi 
the Sholapoor country 

ao The Minister observed that he had long bcfn sensible of 
the necessity of pUang Rajah Mahipat Ram in the situation 
which wa* desenbed m the paper of agreements and he thought 
I should render an important- service to the harmony and repose 
of this Government, if I could prevail on the Nizam to sanction 
^cha meature for it wa* evident that the pre sen t »ituation of 
MtHpat Ram wa* by no means of auch a nature a* to prevent him 
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from exerasmg an extensive and dangerous mfluence or of prose- 
cuting active measures without the sanction and authority of 
this Government The Mmister then complamed m very severe 
terms of the encouragement given by the Nizam to Mahipat Ram 
contrary to the His Highness’s solemn engagements and to the 
declarations which he was m the daily habit of making The 
Mmister said that Mahipat Ram paid no attention to the repeated 
orders which had been issued to him for the disimssal of the 
troops, which he retained about his person exclusively of the 
parties that belonged to Mohammed Raza Khan, Nabi Yar Jung 
and SaduUa Klhan That he affected to treat the Ministers and 
the prmapal Omrahs at Court with the greatest contempt, prided 
himself upon bemg placed beyond the reach of the regular 
authority of Government by his mfluence with the Nizam, and 
proclaimed himself to be the leader of a party hostile to the 
mterests of the British Government 


31 It was finally determmed that I should wait upon the 
Ni2:am for the purpose of conveying to His Highness my senti- 
ments respecting the conduct of Mahipat Ram and of effecting 
some arrangement which might m future restram that person 
from exerasmg a dangerous mfluence over the Nizam’s terntones 
and from pursuing any acdve measures injurious to the tranquiUity 
and interest of the state 


32 I trust that your Lordship would approve of my affordmg 
my consent and countenance to the plan winch the Minister pro- 
poses for the settlement of the Sholapoor country because I am 
assured that his plan is absolutely necessary to the security of His 
Highness’s south-western districts and to the regulation of the 
legitimate rights of this Government over the Rajah of Sholapur 
and because the adoption of such a plan may avoid the necessity 
of affording to this Government that Mihtary assistance which His 
Highness may require from the British Government m the event 
of the continuance and mcrease of the power that has been obtamed 
and exercised by Inkuppa Naik and Mohammed Raza Khan 


23 I also hope that it will appear mamfest to your Lordship 
that It is incumbent on me to notice the late proceedings of Rajah 
Mahipat Ram and to insist on the satisfactory completion of the 
arrangement with regard to that person, which formed the prmapal 
object of those important measures that were pursued at this court 
m the latter end of the year 1806 and on the begmnmg of the 
succeeding year 


27 
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Letter No 7. ^Thlf is nn enclosure to Sydcnhom^i letter to Elphln 

stone In this enclosure Sydenham reports to the Governor 
General the details of the negotiation between the minister 
and the Nizam assisted by him on the one handf and Mahi 
rat Ram on the other He narrates how at first Mahlpat 
Rain showed himself agreeable to the terms of peace bnt 
later changed his mind attacked the Nizams troops oided 
by a small detachment of the Subsidiary force and defeated 
them The agent of the Resident Mr Gordon, who had 
been negotiating the terms was put to death and a few 
Europeans were either killed or wounded In the battle A 
strong deatchment of the Subsidiary force was, therefore 
sent munediately 

From-T S’lDKNHAM RESIDENT AT I n'DERABAD 

To-THE Rt HON BLE LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GENERAL. 

Hyderabad the ejth February 1808 

I now proceed to la) before your Lordship a narraiiic of the 
proceedings of Mr Palmer in inc condurt of the Mission on 
which he iras emplojTd by the Minister of Hi> Highness the Nizam. 

3 It IS proper to notice that Mr Palmer was deputed by 
Mecr Allum to Shapoor at the particular request and repeated 
soliaration of Ra}ah Mabipat Ram and that His Highness the 
Nizam had expressed his pleasure that Mr Pilmer should be so 
employed 

3. Mr Palmer was irutruacd ^ Mecr Ailum to condude an 
arrangement with Rajah Mahipai Kara on the following condi 
dons — 

fi) That Rajah Mahipat Ram should dchver up the families, 
jcwcli and personal property of the Rajah of Sholajioor and of his 
Deewan Timmappa NaiL 

(a) That he should dissoU'c hii connection mth Inkuppa 
NaiL Mohammed Raza Khan Sindec Nabi "Var Jung and other 
adherents, and that he should not either directly or indirectly afford 
assistance, encouragement or protection to those persons. 

(3) That he should desist from all further interference m the 
Government of the Sholapoor country and that he should promise 
to rake no part m future m the affairs of the Rajah of Sholapoor 

(4) That he should immediately dismiss all his troops 
ihc exception of five hundred Infantry 
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(5) That he should give satisfactory security for the payment 
of the balance ivhich he him,self had acknowledged to be due to 
this Government Upon these conditions Mahipat Ram was to be 
allowed to retain his personal Jagheers, to receive Rs 2,600 as an 
allowance to himself, his nephew bhreepat Ram and other members 
of his family, and to mamtam 500 Infantry foi which he was to be 
paid 4,500 Rupees a month He was likewise to receive from the 
proper officer of account, a general release from all claims upon 
him 


4 These conditions will no doubt appear to your Lordship 
not only reasonable but hberal Mahipat Ram was only called 
upon to dehver up famihes and property, which he has seized with- 
out authority, and without the slightest pretence of right He- 
was to dissolve 'a connection, which he had repeatedly and solemnly 
disoivned, he was not to ^ord assistance or protection to the pubhc 
enemies of the state He was to dismiss troops, which he had no 
right to mamtam He was to desist from an unauthorized and 
unjust interference m the' Government and concerns of a Zamindar, 
whose dependence on his state is confined to the payment of an 
annual tribute, and he was to pay a balance of pubhc money which 
he himself acknowledged to be due to this Government These 
conditions were not only necessary to the future tranqmlhty of this 
country, but they do not contam one stipulation which could be 
considered to be injurious to the honour or offensive to the feelmgs 
of Mahipat Ram Upon these conditions every propositions of 
Mahipat Ram was acceded to, and he was only to be placed m that 
simation to which the Nizam had dehberately consented at the 
desire of the British Government more than 12 months ago 

5 Mr Palmer was hkewise directed by the Mimster to 
endeavour to’ prevail upon Inkuppah Naik, to leave Mohammad 
Raza Khan and return to Hydeiabad, where the Minister promised 
that Inkuppa should be suffered to live without molestation on a 
pension of 22,000 Rupees per annum 

6 But the Mimster insisted no terms should be granted to 
Mohammed Raza Khan Smdee who had behaved with great m- 
solence or contumacy, had treated with contempt all the orders 
that had been sent to recall him from Shahpoor, had relmquished 
the Nizam’s service and had since attacked die possessions of his 
former soveieign Meer Allum had, therefore, resolved that the 
detachment should be employed m compeUing Mohammed Raza 
Klhan to q'uit the Nizam’s territories and the district of Sholapoor, 
and if necessaiy to disperse the party of bandittee and adventurers 
that- had been collected under his standard 

7 The detachment under the command of Nizamat Jang and 
Mr Gordon marched to Narampeth a place about 20 miles from 
Eidgarh on the road to Shahpoor where it was to remain until 
Mahipat Ram had concluded an arrangement with Mr Palmer, 
and this measure was adopted at the particular sohcitanon of 
Mahipat Ram to mark that the Mimster had no designs against 
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the pertoni and property of Mohipat Ram But it ^\‘as distinctly 
made kno\sm to Mahipat Ram that the detachment would proceed 
to Eidgarh and advance to the wtain-ard m the c\cmt of Mohara 
med Raza Khan Smdec rc-entenng the temtones of the Nizam or 
the district of Sholapoor or of any rcstininct being made to the 
complete rc-csiablishment of the I^jaht authority 

8 . When Mr Palmer left Hyderabad Mccr Allum directed 
hun to report his procectling* to him in the Persian language, and 
also to keep me regularly informed of them This arcumsiancc 
enabled me to lay licforc your Lordship a copious narniii\c of 
Mr Palmers proceedings wnitcn by himself at Shahpoor and 
contained in a scries of letters uhicn I liavc taken the libcrty'^to 
fonvard by the present despatch- It vnW occur to your Lordship 
that these letters sverc vmttcn in great bitstc, under very distres- 
sing arcumstances and not supposed by Mr Palmer to be likely 
to DC submitted to Govcmnient but they contain so full and so 
faithful an account of his proceedings and of the condua ol 
Rajah Mahipat Ram that I have considered it to be proper to la) 
them oil before )our Lordship in their onginal state. 

9 I have also been indured to submit to your Lordships 
notice the several private letters which I wrote to Mr Palmer and 
Mr Gordon on the subject of Mahipat Rams prtmosali and the 
settlcraent of the Sholapoor country Those omcers received 
thar orders and initrucuons from Mcer Allum but at his request 
as well as that of His Highness the Nizam, I corresponded with 
them on every iubjc« conneaed with the service on which they 
were employed 

lO. As the object of Mr Palmers deputation has been defeated 
by the unexpeaed treachery and violence of Rajah Mahipat Ram 
and as it has become necessary to employ a part of the Subsidiary 
force to reduce that person to subjection it is proper that I should 
review the conduct of Mahipat Ram since the period that 
Mr Palmer arrived at Shahpoor and should offer to your Lord 
ship such observations and rcflecuon as occur to me on the present 
delicate cnsis of our mtercsts at this court. 


II Mr Palmer arrived at Shahpoor on the aand January 
At their first meeting Mahipat Ram made assurances of a ready 
compliance with all the xrisha of this Government. He maiu 
fested no objections to the immediate debvery of the Rajah erf 
^olapores son and he prom&cd to restore the famSy of 

Timmarvi ^ 


to noacc that Mahipat Ram had detain 
a security for the payment of a sum of 
le by Ped Naik to Mahipat Ram But 
lat the money was not received by Ped 
but that Ped Naik had been compelled 


10. It may be proper 
ed the son of Ped Naik as 
tnon^ pretended to be di 
Mr Palmer ascertamed ti 
Vi.ik from Mahipat Ram, 
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to sign a bond for the amount on the plea of the money, being 
due to Mohammed Raza Klian It should be remembered tliat 
Malnpat Ram conunued to levy money on the Sholapoor country 
for the pa^mient of this pretended debt From this process your 
Lordship i\ill be able to judge of die nature of die conuol exer- 
ased by Malnpat Ram over the Sholapoor country, and of the 
shallow artifice by which he attempts to avoid the appearance of 
direct interference Rajah Fed Naik is compelled to sign a bond 
acknowledging a debt to Mohammed Raza Khan on accomit of 
arrears of pay to his quota of troops Mahipat Ram undertakes 
to collect diis money, from the Sholapoor country, and employs 
lus tioops for that purpose and he seize-c the son of Fed Naik as 
a security that no opposition should be made to the payment of 
tins contribution 

13 Your Lordship will be pleased to observe that Mr Falmer 
in his first interview, acquaints Mahipat Ram diat if Inkuppah 
Naik and Mohammed Raza Khan should remain in the field it 
ivill be necessary to Malnpat Ram’s security and good name that 
he retires to whatever fort Meer Allum may choose to pomt out 
meamng by this that Mahipat Ram will avoid the suspicion of 
takmg any share m the future conduct of Inkuppa Naik and 
Mohammed Raza Khan 

14 Mr Falmer was induced to consent to Mahipat Ram’s 
retaimng his tioops, until a release from aU demands upon him 
should be piocured from the Sirkar, and on the other hand Maln- 
pat Ram promised to recall such of his troops as were employed 
m collectmg money from die Sholapoor country 

15 By a subsequent lettei from Mr Falmer it would appear 
that Mahipat Ram repeatedly failed on his promise to dehver up 
the family of Timmapah, and that Mr Falmer, m consequence 
resolved to leave Shahpoor That Mahipat Ram mduced 
Mr Falmer to remam by fresh pronuse and agam received him 

16 Durmg this interval Mahipat Ram recalled Inkuppah 
Naik and Mohammed Raza Khan from the Mahrattah terntones 
and they consequently moved back towards Shahpoor by forced 
marches When Mr, Falmer received intelligence of the return of 
those troops, he advised Mr Gordon to advance to the westwaid, 
as the position and movements of Inkuppah’s army threatened 
Sholapoor When Mahipat Ram had been jomed by Mohammed 
Raza Khan, he assumed an imperious and menacmg tone of langu- 
age, and even tlireatened to attack the Nizam’s detacliment before 
It should cross the river Beema It is, therefore, reasonable to 
conclude that Mahipat Ram had been amusmg Mr Falmer by 
promises and assurances of obedience until he should be support- 
ed by the large body of troops collected under Inkuppah and 
Mohammed Raza Khan 

17 However by subsequent advises from Mr Falmer, it 
appeared that Mahipat Ram was fully sensible of the imprudence 
and impropriety of his conduct, and was senouly disposed to yield 
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obcthcncc to the order* of this Government. He 
addressed an Ar7cc to Mccr accompanied by a paper continuing 
on the folloumg propovila — 

(i) That he ^vns to he allowed 500 Foot and •2 Coo Rupees a 
month for himtelf and his friends to retain Ins former Jaghcer* 
and to ha\e a distnct settled u|)on him tlie Revenue of which 
should be equivalent to the amount of his pension and the maintcn 
ance of the 500 foot 

(3) In case the Mecr object* to confer a diitnct upon liim he 
propose* to n.tirc to Benarc* on a pension of 5,000 Rupee* a month 

(3) If the pension be not granted he projiosc* to receive a 
general permission to seek hi* fortune and to go withersoever he 
chooses, 

18 Mecr Allum Immediately acceded to the and proposal and 
promised that the monthly allovmncc of 5000 Rupees ihould be 
regularly paid in the manner most convenient and agreeable to 
Mahipat 1 mm Mccr Allum did not ctpress any desire to insist 
upon the delivery of Inkuppali Naik or upon any retribution for 
the injuries that Ivad l>ccn committed either m the Sholapur 
countT) or the tcmione* of the Nizam. In fact the Minuter was 
80 anxious to induce Mahipat Ram to leave thc 5 c temtoncs and 
retire to Benares that he was very Knipulou* not to raise any 
objeaion that might prevent Manipat Kam from the immediate 
execution of his phut 

19. But it became necessary to obiam His Highness the 
Nizam * consent to Mahipat Ram » proposals and I accordingly pro- 
posed to the Mimstcf that I should wait upon Hu Highness for the 
pumosc of demonstrating the proonetj ot his granung pcrmwion 
to Mahipat Ram to retire with all his family to Benares, 

30 It was some time before I could proairc an audience of 
Hu Highness who appeared to be desirous to avoid recanng my 
visit though the micrvcntion of the Koorban Feast affording 
plaiuiblc excuse for the delay which occurred. At Icr^h I wa* 
mvited to the Durbar where I found Mccr Allum and Chandu LnL 

31 When the Minuter bad commumcaicd to the Nizam the 
account of Mr Palmers proceeding* and of Mdhipat Ram* pro- 
posal* Hu Highness asked me what 1 thought upon the subject. 
1 replied that I did not percciic my paracular objccnon to athcr 
the lit or and proposal but that I prcicrrcd the latter His High- 
ness enquired why I preferred the second proposal I replied because 
It would remove from these tcrrllones a person who had manifested 
a dangeroui spint of intngue and restlcasness and had repeatedly 
interrupted the harmony and good understanding which ought to 
subsut between the twro states. I then reviewed m a rapid manner 
the whole of Mahipat Ram s conduct since my arrival at Hyderabad, 
and paraculjurly msuted on the insolence, injutacc and violence of 
hu late proceeding* at Shabpoor His Highne** remarked that 
precauuons might be taken to rotr a in the future conduct of Mahipat 
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Ram I told His Highness in the plamest terms that I should have 
no confidence m such precautions, and that I could place no faith 
m the assurances and promises however solemn of Mahipat Ram 
I said that Benares was, of all places, the most pioper for the retire- 
ment of a Hindu, that Mahipat Ram m addition to his pnvate 
fortune, would receive a hberal income from this Government, that 
he would hve m security and affluence under the immediate pro- 
tection of the Company, that the plan pioposed by Mahipat Ram was 
the most prudent that he could adopt, for I was well assured that 
if he remained m these teiri tones, he would not lest until he had 
mvolved himself m difficulty and danger, or had produced some 
senous misunderstandmg between His Highness and the Biitish 
Government 

22 His Highness’s reluctance to the proposal seemed to 
abate after he had heard my sentiments on the subject, and he 
authorized Meer Allum to acquamt Mahipat Ram, that he would 
permit him to retire to Benares if he still continued desuous to 
leave these terntories His Highness also desired me to write^to 
that effect to Mr Palmer 

23 His Highness then remarked with an air of apparent con- 
cern, that the whole of Mahipat Ram’s conduct, of which I had 
complamed had been occasioned by a difference of opinion between 
His Highness and Meer Allum I observed tliat I had wimessed 
with deep regret, the existence of that difference, to which His 
Highness with his usual wisdom and magnammity would not recur 
to what had past, but would now be cordially reconciled to a ser- 
yant, who merited His Highness’s most implicit confidence 

24 His Highness observed that Meer Allum would never 
hsten to his advice nor concede with him m opimon The Meer 
said he was not conscious of even having rejected the advice or 
disobeyed the orders of his sovereign and he trusted that His High- 
ness would at least condescend to pomt out an mstance of ms 
obstmacy or disobedience His Highness considered foi some time 
and at length to my great surprize asked the Minister what was the 
answer that he had given to the question respecting the difference 
bf’tiveen a father-m-laiv and a son-m-law The minister said that 
the best of his recollection he had replied that there was no difference 
provided they were friends His^Highness looked to me uith an 
air of much confidence as if 1 could no longer doubt of the existence 
of that difference of opimon to which he had alluded But I 
observed that I did not pretend to understand the object of the 
quesuon, and that it appealed to me to be totally unconnected with 
the subject before us 

25 His Highness contmued his complaint, by stating that 
after my arrival he had been soliatous to retain Mahipat Ram at 
Hyderabad, but Meer Allum had insisted on sending him to Bcrar 
The consequence was that Mahipat Ram had rendered himself 
obnoxious to the British Government When Mahipat Ram was 
removed from Berar His Highness wished that he should be brought 
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to the CTty Tliat the Mlnwicr hatl inMsted on his Iwing Bcnl to 
Shahpoor The consequence was that Milnpai Ram lino dTcctcd 
n cliangc in the affair* of the Shobpoor country to re-establish 
xshich It had become ncccsnr) to employ a military force. His 
Highness Ind cxpressctl hi» \Msh tliai Malupal Ram sliould be 
accompanied to Iknr hv two batiallons of the Subsidiary Force but 
this projKnal Ind licen oicrniled by the Mintsigrs olijcctlon If 
nvo Inttahons Iwiil been stationed in Ucrar it woubl liavc liecn 
impovMblt for Mahinat Ram to hate engaged in any improper 
designs If he had liecn kc|)t at Hyderabad instead of being sent 
to Iwnr or had rctumcil to lUdcnlwd instead of Ixiing sent to 
Shahpoor the present unpleasant c’cin.miiy iroiild Iiaic been avoid 
ed If Mahipat Ram was of a dangerous ebancter he ought not 
to haic been entnisted with |>owcr and he ought not to ha\c been 
suffered to remain at Idierty to prosecute his designs It was Mccr 
Allum who had entrusted him with so mucli power and had niLsed 
to so eminent a station and it was Mcer Allum who presented liu 
being confined to the aiy of Hyderabad Such were tne argument* 
employed by the Nizam who \crv distinctly informed that the 
whole of ^falllpat Ram s conduct was to be attributed to die 
Minister* olwtmatc rcjealon of his Soveragn s advice 

a6 The Minister replied at length to all these accusation* and 
indeed it did not require much strength of argument to refute 
»o absurd and pcircrtcd a tram of charge*. In the Cr>t pbee the 
hfinistcr awened that he had not placed Mahipat Ram in the charge 
of the province of Benr nnd that he had not innted him to 
Hyderaoad That after Mahipat Ram $ 31X11*31 he acquired the 
exclusive confidence of the Nizam and he gradually a*3umcd an 
ennre control o\cr the administration of this country Tlial 
Mahipat Ram therefore, was indebted for hi* cJci'ation to His High 
ncMS patronage and favour and not to the Minister* assittancc or 
support That the British Resident had repeatedly urged the pro- 
pn^ of sending Mahipat Ram to Berar because he had no osten- 
sible employment in Hyderabad but had a most extensive and 
imponant charge in that province. That the Resident would not 
aa^c to the proposal of dciachmg two Battalion* with Mahipat 
Ram to Berar because »uch a measure did not appear necessary at 
that time, and because the Goi cmor-Gencral had msuted that thu 
Government thould employ its own troops for the eccunty and 
defence of it* temtone* That the Resident had suggested the 
removal of Mahipat Ram to Shahpoor and would have remonstrated 
apunst the proposal of brmging that person to I^dcrabad that 
all those arrangements had been discussed with His Highness by 
the Resident or m his presence by the Minuters of the Government 
and that they had been sanctioned and ratified by His Highness 
himself That no person suspected the hostile disposition of 
Mahipat Ram when he left Hyderabad but after he had betrayed 
hi* character and designs m Berar he had been removed from all 
OTj^oyraent and banished to Sbahpore. That ^cc hi* arrival at 
Shahpoor the most minute information of his proccedmgs had 
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been commiinioiied to His Highness but His Highness was pleased 
not to pay any attention to that infoimation, nor to sanction the 
adoption of certain measures of precaution, winch had been advised 
by His Highness’s ministers The Minister tlien said that he felt 
much disticssecl at liavmg subjected himself to such grave com- 
plaints from His Highness, that he was devoted to His Highness’s 
tetMce and consideied his property and life to be at His Highness’s 
disposal but as long as he was entrusted witli die administration 
of die -country it was meumbent on him to offer his advice honesdy 
and unreservedly, and that it remained with His Highness to listen, 
or not to die advice of his seivants The Minister took God to 
wimcss that he co\ eted neither riches nor employment if His High- 
ness wished to appoint another Munster he would cheerfully act 
under him, to the best of his ability, or if His Highness chose to 
dispense with Ins services altogether, he was prepared to retire from 
the world, and pass the remainder of his life m solitude and prayer 

27 His Highness appeared impatient to drop the subject, and 
said that they should so manage as not to ddfer nereafter, m order 
to prevent the reoccurrence of such transactions as had recendy 
happened 

28 I considered it proper to confirm what the Minister had 
stated, with respect to the share I had taken m all the arrange- 
ments, regarding Mahipat Ram which I assured His Highness were 
srricdy consonant with the unshes and instructions of the Gover- 
nor-General 

29 The smgulai question respecting the difference between a 
father-m-law and son-m-law to wluch His Highness alluded refers 
to Meet Allum and Moonir Ool Moolk, for die Nizam has always 
been jealous of the intimacy and cordiahty- that subsists between 
them Tlic other accusations preferred by the Nizam against the 
Minister, are founded upon a conception strongly impressed on 
the mind of His Highness by Mahipat Ram and his friends, that 
all die measures against Mahipat Ram origmated with the Munster 
and were merely acceded to by the Resident 

30 I shall now resume the narrative of Mr Palmer’s proceed- 
mgs at Shahpoor As soon as I had ascertamed that the Mimstei 
was anxious to comply with the proposal of Mahipat Ram, to 
retire to Benares, I wrote to Mr Palmer a letter dated the 4th of 
February, which is the second m the enclosed senes of my corres- 
pondence to that gentleman In that letter and in a subsequent 
one dated the 6th of February I acquamted Mr Pahner with the 
Mmister’s assent to Mahipat Ram’s proposals and I added such 
assurances on my part as I thought were likely to convmce Mahipat 
Ram of the ease and secunty with which he would be suffered to 
live imder the protection of the British Government Rajah 
Chandu Lai wrote Persian Letters nearly to the same effect both to 
Mahipat Ram and to Mr Palmer From Mr Palmer’s letter of 
the loth February, it appeared that Rajah Mahipat Ram was highly 
gratified by my compliance, ivith his proposal to repre to Benares 

28 
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a 5 It ^^•ns the hni object of hU heart Nothing therefore remained 
to be done but (o procure the Nizam 8 tanaion to the Dropo5al 
which UTS obtained in ncneml terms at the intcr>iew whloi i had 
with Hii Hiehncss and the particulars of which I ha\c already 
desenbed liu IFichncsss determination on the aubjea \ns 
communicated to Mahipat Ram and to Mr Palmer by Rajah 
Chandubl and by me to Mr I*almcr m a letter dated the iith of 
February Rut arcumstancci which I shall hereafter desenbe 
prc\cntcd these letters from reaching Shahpoor - 

It u'lll now be proper to direct your Lordships aticnuon to 
the movements of the wizam s detachment and to the proceedings 
of Mr Palmer for the rc-establiihmcnt of Rajah Ped Nailcs 
authonty over the country of Sholapoor 

3 It was always very etidcnt that no satisfactory or penna 
nent arrangement could be made for the settlement of the Sholapoor 
country until the predatory troops of Inkuppa Naik and 
Mohammed Raza Khan ehould be dispersed Inc number of 
those troops were estimated and I believe mth tolerable accuracy at 
four thousand men and they consuted of Slndecs Arabs Rohillas 
a few Siddiea and a number of adventurers collected by Inkuppah 
Nilk from the districts bordering on either side of the frontier 
which dindca the Nizami from the Pcshwai possesdont* The 
heai'y contnbutions lencd by Inkuppah Naik and Mohammed 
Raza Khan had almost exhausted the Sholapoor country and they 
had therefore been compelled to tubsist their troops by depreda 
nons on the country belonging to the Nizam and the Peshwa 
Whcnc\cr Mahipat Ram shomd dismiss hU troops It was reasonable 
to conciude that they would (lock for service and subsistence to 
the standards of Inkuppah and Mohammed Raza Khan If those 
persons should attempt to repeat thar depredations on the Peshwa s 
Tcmtoncs it was certam that the Mahrattah Chieftains would collect 
their troops for the protection of their districts and although 
Inkuppah Naik and Mohammed Raza Khan might evacuate the 
Sholapoor country on the approadi of the Nizam s detachment they 
would be prepaid to return as soon as the Nizam s troops should 
be withdrawn- It would therefore become absolutely necessary to 
station a large body of troops to the westward both tor the protec- 
tion of the Nizam s terxitones, and for the security of those arrange 
ments which the Miidstcr proposed for the settlement of the Sbola 
poor country The Minister had the strongest expectation (which 
bat since bera fuIfiRcd) that Inkuppa would be compelled to leave 
Mohammed Raza Khan and return to Hyderabad- Tine whole party 
of freebooters would therefore remain under the command and 
direction of Mohammed Raza Khan a danng soldier of fortune, 
who acknowledged no supenor is in the service of no Government 
and who would subsist hw troops by plunder To these conadera 
unnt of prudence may be added the political importance of in&ct 
n g a severe chaiuzcmcnt upon t subordinate commander who had 
first relinquished the service of the state with every arcumstance 
of insolence and contumacy and had afterwards att99k*d 
possessions of the Nizam in an open unprovoked manner 
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33 When I called upon tlie Minister he pointed out with great 
strength and clearness of arguments the immediate necessity of 
attacking that body of freebooters of whose return to the neighbour- 
hood of Shahpoor he had ]ust leceived intelligence, both from 
Mr Palmer and tlie Rajali of Sholapoor I enquired whether the 
troops of tile Nizam weie m sufficient number to ventme to attack 
the opposite paity Botli the Minister and Chandu Lai assured me 
that tlie Detachment consisted of 5,500 men and that it would 
shortly be reinforced by another body of 3,000 horse The Mmister 
-then mstructed his Moonshi to prepare orders to be addressed to 
Nizamat Jung and Mr Gordon directing them to seize the first 
favourable opportunity of attacking the troops under Inkuppah 
Naik and Mohammed Raza Khan The Minister hkewise request- 
ed that I would wiite to the same efEect to Mr Gordon and furnish 
that Gentleman with such advice as I judged expedient 

34. I accordmgly WTOte a letter to Mr Gordon, dated the 4th 
February and marked it No 3 m which I pointed out the pohtical 
importance of destroying the party of Mohammed Raza Khan, 
and offered my sentiments on the probabihty of the success of such 
a measure In that letter I stated to Mr Gordon that not havmg 
obtamed any accurate account of the force with him or of the 
number of the party under the Smdee, I was not capable of deadmg 
upon the prudence of attacking him I also gave him to under- 
stand that the measures which I had recommended must be left 
to his discretion, as he was the only person capable of detenmnmg 
whether they could be adopted mth probability of success, not to 
hazard anythmg unnecessarily as it would be better to wait a little 
than to risk the danger and disgrace of defeat In a letter of 
the same date to Mr Palmer (No 3) I observed that such an attack 
should not be attempted ivithout the almost certamty of givmg 
the Smdee a complete defeat 

35 This measure was proposed m the confidence that Rajah 
Mahipat Ram would have yielded an imphat obedience to those 
orders of the Nizam which direct that he should not afford any 
assistance, encouragement or protection to Inkuppa Naik, Moham- 
med Raza Klhan or any of their adherents The readmess with 
which he dehvered up the son of Ped Naik, and his havmg at length 
released the family of Timmappa , his Arzee and proposition to the 
Mmister, after he had been jomed by Mohammed Raza Klhan, the 
confidence with which Mr Palmer spoke of his desire to retire to 
Benares, and the disposition of Mahipat Ram, which was notoriously 
adverse to any measure that might be attended with personal danger, 
these considerations prevented either the Ministers or myself from 
suspecting that he would be guilty of such treachery and violence 
as to renounce all his engagements and jom the pubhc enemies of 
the state 

36 It appeared from Mr Palmer’s letters of the 31st January 
No 4, that Inkuppa Naik had manifested a desire to leave Moham- 
med Raza Khan, but was restramed by his troops on account of the 
arrears of pay that were due to them However Mohammed Raza 



220 


NAGPUR RESroENCT RECORDS 


i han UTi* pcmimdctl by Mnhjp.it Ram to gram to Inkuppab an 
aojumancc m f«U of all dcmintl' \shlch enabled Inkuppah to 
c*cipc from hi* camp and throw himself under the protection of 
Mr Gordon* lie \sa» rcccivcrl Mr Gordon and sent under i 
guard to Hjdcraliad where he ha* since remained The troops 
immediately aitadicd to Inkuppah separated from Mohammed Raza 
Klian after Inkuppah s flight out it has since been ascertained that 
many of tlicm were taken into the scmcc of Mahipat Ram and 
were present at the late action before Slialiporc. 

37 In tlic same letter Mr Palmer writes that Mohammed 
Raza khxin had agreed to withdraw his troops but required that 
lie should be allows to remain at Shahpoor three or four dajr for 
the arrangement of his pnvatc allairs. By thu agreement Moham 
med Raza Khan ought to liavc quitted Shapoor on the 3rd or 4th 
of February 

38 When that penod lad elapsed and Mohammed Raza Khan 
had ihown no disposal to mov-c, Mr Palmer again called upon 
Mahipat Ram who on the yih February solcmnlv engaged that 
Mohammed Raza Khan should positively qmt Shahpoor on the 
following day the 8th mstanr 

39 On die 8th Fcbruaiy Mr Palmer went out to Edgarh to 
meet Mr Gordon and whilst he was there Mr Gordon rectaved the 
mmistcrs orders and my letter recommending him to attack, the 
party under Mohammed Raza Khan. As Mzmipat Ram had made 
such solemn assurance* that Mohammed Raza should quit Shah- 
poor on that \cry day Mr Palmer pi^^ailed upon Mr Gordon to 
icmam at Edgarn dunng the mmh in order that a scrupulous 
adherence might be shown to the engagements, that haa been 
emcred into the preceding day Mr Palmer roolrcd to return 
to Shahpoor on the night of tne 8ib to communicate to Mahipat 
Ram the orders that had been received from Mcer Allum and to 
point out the absolute ncccssi^ of immediately obliging Mohammed 
Raza Khan to leave the nagnbourhood of Snahpoor 

4a Mr Palmer accordingly went to Shahpoor accompamed 
by Rai Balchand the pnnapS Mooicsuddic \nth the Nizams 
troops. Mr Palmer *aw Manipat Ram at 1 or 2 O Qodt of the 
mommg of the 9th and called upon him m the strongest terms to 
remot c Mohammed Raza Khan Mr Palmer told mm that he 
had no alternative left but to give Mr Palmer his dismissal or to 
compel the Sindec to quit Shdipoor and Mr Palmer distmctly 
informed him that Mr Gordon would move fonvard to attack 
Mohammed Raza Khan on the loth February Mahipat Ram 
at length complied mth Mr Palmers requisition and Mohammed 
Raza Khan was mduced to change his groimd When Mahipat 
Ram ciprested some alarm le»t the Nizam 1 troops should be employ 
cd against him, Mr Palmer otvc him the itrongcst assurances of 
protection from the Bntish Resident and entered mto a written 
agreement with him upon which Mahipat Ram appeared satisfied 
and repeated his promitcs that Mohammed Raza Khan should 
move on the lodi. 
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41 When IVIr. Palmer and Balchand weie taking their leave 
o£ Mahipat Ram then persons •weie insulted and then hves 
menaced by armed men, in the scivicc of Mahipat Ram and who 
appear to ha^e been under the immediate direction of his nephew 
Shreepat'Ram Mr Palmer seems however, to have behaved with 
gieat coohiess, determination and dignity, and was at length suffered 
to ictum to his tents On the morning of the loth Mi Palmer 
was infoimcd that Mahipat Ram had embraced all his prinapal 
officers and that they had sworn to defend one another with their 
li\ cs At nine O Clock Mr Palmer required Mahipat Ram to ful- 
fil his promise of dismissing Mohammed Raza Khan, but Mahipat 
Ram letumcd cvasiie answ'cr as to the requisition manifestly wuth 
a yicw to amuse Mr Palmer and to gam time Mr Palmer was 
dicn suddenly informed diat Mahipat Ram had ordered his troops 
to move out of the fort The life of Mr Palmer w'as again menaced 
by bodies of armed men and ciasive answ'ers w'erc given to his re- 
peated message for permission to leave Shahpoor At length 
Mahipat Ram moied out with his troops and permitted Mr Pal- 
mer to leave Shahpoor These several circumstances are describ- 
ed at length m Mr Palmer’s letter (No 7), dated at Suntee the nth 
February 

42 In Icply to my lettci to Mr Gordon, dated die 4th of 
February I received a letter from that Gentleman, dated the nth 
of the mondi, from which it appears that he considered it impru- 
dent to attempt the attack of Mohammed Raza Khan’s party, as 
long as It should remain so strongly posted under the walls of the 
Pettah of Shahpoor He therefore seems to have determmed not 
to come to any action wath the opposite party, until he should drive 
them out of their strong position Mr Gordon likewise states his 
opinion that his Infantry would not be able to take the Pettah, 
and that no Army of the Nizam’s would be able to carry the 
fortress of Shahpoor Under diese arcumstances he recommends 
that a detachment from die Subsidiary force should march to the 

' w^estward 

43 The tenor of the last advices from Mr Palmer and Mr. 
Gordon placed the situation of affairs at Shahpoor on a very different 
footing and it became necessary to consider what further measures 
should be adopted to compel Mahipat Ram to renounce his assoaa- 
tion with Mohammed Raza Khan Smdee and to destroy the parties 
that had been collected under their standards The union of Mahi- 
pat Ram’s force with that of Mohammed Raza Khan, the possession 
of sudi a fortress as that of Shahpoor, the treachery and 
msolence of Mahipat Ram’s conduct, his pecuniary resources and 
extensive influence, all these considerations mduced me to propose 
!o the Mmister to detach a portion of the Subsidiary Force to Shah 
poor which in conjunction with the Nizam’s troops would enable 
this Government either to compel Mahipat Ram to abide by his 
former pioposals or to disperse the large band of freebooters that 
were collected under him and Mohammed Raza Khan 
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44 The ^Cnlstc^ acceded to my proposition though he did not 
consider u to l>c necessary for he jk:rwi\crcd m thinking that Maht 
jiat Ram ivould not dare to afford Mohammed Rar-a Khan open 
assistance and that if \us troops should co-operate wih those of the 
Sindcc the Nizams dciadimcnt teas perfeed) capable of defeating 
thar united force While see \rcrc arguing this point a canid 
Hircarrah armed with a ihon note to me from Mr Palmer dated 
at Edghur the lath of hebruary communicating intelligence of the 
complete defeat of the Nizam s dcuchmcnt 

45 I beg lca\c to refer to a subserjuent letter from Mr Palmer 
No 8 dated also the laih February at Cdghur for a more arcum 
stantial account of iIils unfortunate action 1 hate since collected all 
the information that 1 could upon the subject and conccnc the fol 
lowing to be a tolerably accurate statement of the affair It ii 
certain that on the iith Mr Gordon had no intention of pro\'oking 
an acuon with the enemy However he thought proper on the 
morning of the lath to mo\c towards Shahpoor foih for the purpose 
of showing the enemy that he would not decline an action and of 
ascertaming the nature of their position near Shahpoor But every 
account I have rccciicd leads me to «)nclude that Mr Gordon did 
not intend to fight the enemy without he were previously attadk.cd 
by them Hu force coaiiitra of i 300 Infantry with 5 Guns and 
3 000 Horse. He continued to advance toward Shahpoor nil he 
came within sight of the enemy who had marched out of their 
encampment, advanced nearly nvo miles from the Pettah of Shah- 
poor and were drawn up in three distma bodies Mr Gordon 
iramediatcly formed hu line of Infantry and stationed all his horse 
on the right of hu Infantry ^Vhcn Mr Palmer who was consider 
ably in front of the Imc iviih a small party of those observed a body 
of the enemy moung down toivards him, he advanced and 
attacked it, but bang opposed by very supenor numbers he was 
compelled to retreat towards the line of Infantry The enemy 
then opened their guns and nearly the whole of the Nizam'* 
Cavalry abandoned mar station recr eated with much confusion and 
drew up about a mde in rear of the Infantry Mr Gordon 
repeatedly ordered them to resume their station but no persuasion 
could mducc them to advance tow'ords the enemy and they finally 
quitted the field in great confusion Dunne their retreat they 
were harassed by the enemy s horse, and some of them were cut up 
and others taken pnsoners. In the mean while Mr Gordon diougn 
so shamefully abandoned by nearly all the hone, advanced wi^ 
great spmt and resolution, drove back the Infantry that was opposed 
to him, took thor guns and captured the howdahed Elephant of 
Mahipat Ram. But die infantry advanced with no great regulanty 
and were much fatigued and oppressed by their exertions How 
ever at thu tune it appeared probable that the enemy would retire 
and Mohammed Ra^ Khan had been takin g some preparatory 
measures for a retreat. A party of Arabs who were on the Ick 
continuing to annoy the Infantry the Battalion on the left com- 
manded by Mr Bridges attacked the Arabs m a tumultous manner 
and the tmolc Ime pressed to the left without order or regularity 
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This movement completed the confusion of the Infantry, they saw 
themselves surrounded by large parties of horse, they were panic 
struck and hstened to no command, almost all their European offi- 
cers were kiUed or wounded, and the whole fine was soon completely 
dispersed The Officers killed were Messrs Bellan, Pearson and 
Borta Burgh, tlie wounded ivere Mr Budges and a Portuguese of 
the name of loachem Mr Palmer and another Mr Burgh luckily 
escaped though they were closely pursued to some distance 

46 I have now the melancholy task of relatmg the cruel fate 
of Mr Gordon I have not been able to ascertam whether he was 
wounded or not durmg the action, hut it is certam that he was 
murdered, soon after the dispersion of the Infantry It was at 
first generally reported that he was killed by Shreepat Ram, but 
there is now every reason to conclude that Raja Mahipat Ram 
committed this barbarous deed The native orderly who attended 
Mr Gordon, and who is now at Hyderabad, has given me so 
circumstantial an account of the transaction, that it is scarcely 
possible to refuse credit to his deliberate testimony I thought 
proper to call upon this man for a deposition to the fact, and I have 
the honour to enclose a copy of that deposition, which was taken 
m my presence 

47 The sudden and shameful retreat of nearly the whole of 
the Nizam’s cavalry, at thfe commencement of the action, and before 
they had suffered from the fire of the enemy, has afforded just 
grounds for suspicion, that they were guilty of somethmg worse 
than cowardice But I should be unwilling to beheve that there 
existed such deep treachery, m so large a body of troops, which were 
selected for service by Meer AUum and Chandu Lai, and which 
belong to the lines of the most respectable commanders under 
this Government, until I had obtained the most satisfactorv and 
unequivocal proof of their guilt I have not yet been able to form 
any other conclusion than that which naturally results from their 
shameful conduct, which may mdeed have proceeded from 
cowardice, as well as from treachery 

48 It is reported and generally beheved that Mahipat Ram 
had issued orders that no Englishman should be spared, he betrayed 
the greatest anxiety to seize the person of Mr Palmer, he had 
given orders that the other prisoners should be put to death, and 
they owe their preservation from this barbarous sentence to the 
human and intrepid interference of a Jemadar of Horse named 
Shaikh Ilahi Biiksh Mahipat Ram celebrated his victory with 
every circumstance of tnuinph and exultation He fired off aU 
the guns at Shahpoor and distributed nee and sugar to the troops 
and the inhabitants of that place He spoke to the native pnsoners 
m the highest stram of insolence and asserted that if the yellow 
Umbaree (meamng the Nizam) came to Shahpoor, he would dnve 
1* back to Hyderabad 
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49 The Minister appeared much distressed and ashamed at 
the result of the naion for he had just Iwforc spolccn m term of 
highest confidence of the prolwbic conduct of the Nizam s Cavalry 
He agreed with me that not a tingle moment to be lost in 
detaching a large portion of the ^ihsidiary Force against the 
insurgents I requested him to communicate immediate informa 
tion of the c\‘cnt to the Nizam and to state that I should require 
an audience of Hit Highness the next morning In the mean while 
I UTOtc to Lieutenant Colonel Monircsor dcsinng that he would 
call upon me. I made the Colonel acquainted mth all the 
arcumstanccs that led to the late action and 1 furnished him nith 
what information I possessed of the numben and descnpilon of the 
enemy After some deliberation we determined that the detach 
ment from the Subsidiary force should consist of the mo Regiments 
of Cavalry inih their Galloppcr Guns fi\c Companies of H M 33rd 
Regiment two Battalums of Native Infantry with a Brigade of 
12 Horses and 3 Brigades 6 Horses together with a due proportion 
of pioneers Military stores 

50 The next morning I waned upon the Nizam to whom 
Mccr AUum communicated the particulars of the late action and 
insisted upon the necessity of immediately employing the most 
deasive measures for reduang the power of Mahij»t Ram His 
Highness appeared much astonished at the intelligence but did not 
ex pre ss any indignauoo or concern at the defeat of hi troops and 
shameful condua of his Cavalry Indeed if it be fair to judge of 
bis feelings by the expression of his countenance the intelligence 
appeared to excite rather an emotion of pleasure than one of concern 
in the mmd of His Highness, But His Highness was made sensible 
of tbe propnety of employing the Bnlish troops to quell the 
Rcbclbon and readily consented to the proposal His Highness 
enquired nhat number of troops would pnxrcd to Shahpoor and 
what number would remain at Hyderabad Afier I had commum 
cared that information Hii Highness direacd the htinister to send 
some troops of this state whose courage could be depended upc" 
and to select a proper person to command them I soon took my 
leave for the purpose of issuing my orders to Lieutenant Colond 
Monrresor and of prepnimg for the equipment of the troops 

51 Every exertion was employed to equip the detachment in 
the most complete manner Colonel Montresor proposed to 
assume the personal command of the detachment, to which of 
course I readily assented On the 19th February the troops moved 
out of their cantonments and made their first march towards 
Shahpoor on the aond instant 

50, I shall take the earhest opportunity of laying before your 
Lordship a copy of the tnmsacQons witB wmch I furnished Colonel 
Montresor for the general regulanon of ^iis conduct on this delicate 
and important service. 

SV I lost no time m dircctmg Lieutenant Colonel Doveton 
to collect all the troops he could at Basim and to be prepared to 
move the southward m ease Mah>pat Ram should venture to make 
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his way to the piovince of Beiar and as it may be necessary to 
Lt Colonel Doveton to co-opciatc in the destiuction of tire insur- 
gents I judged it expedient to place that officei under tire im- 
mediate 01 dels of Lieut Colonel Monti csoi 

54 I likewise communicated intelligence of the late event to 
the Resident at Poona to whom I took the liberty to suggest that 
oiders should be issued' by the Peshwa’s Mimsteis to the Mahratta 
Commanders iieai the fiontier, directing them to attack any part of 
the enemy s tioops, that should escape from the Nizams terri- 
tories and entei the dominions of His Highness the Peshwa 

55 I also conveyed information of the state of affairs at 
Shahpoor to the Honouiablc the Governor m Council of Fort St 
George and to the Officer Commanding the Ceded districts 


Letter No 8 — This is an enclosure to Sydenham’s letter to Elphm- 
stone dated the 24th Apnl In this enclosure Sydenham 
reports the whereabouts of Mahipat Ram and suggests the 
possibiltiy of inducmg the Smdhia and Holkar to attack him 
because he carries with him a treasure of 12 lacks ' The 
family of Mahipat Ram m Hyderabad had been arrested and 
removed to a safe place and aU their cash and jewellery had 
been confiscated He dwells upon the possible attitude of 
the Nizam and others m Hyderabad who are not very 
pleased with the British domination, m case Mahipat Ram 
attempts an attack on Hyderabad territories with Holkar. 
For the time bemg he suggests the withdrawal of the Sub 
sidiary troops from the forward positions they had taken in 
courses of their pursuit of Mahipat Ram, who had crossed 
the Nerbudda, 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

To— THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO, GOV- 
ERNOR-GENERAL 


Hyderabad, the 21st April 1808 

The last advices from Lieutenant Colonel Montresor, confirm the 
mtelhgence of the escape of Mahipat Ram and the msurgents 
On the 1 1 til of April they had passed Shendwa, and were proceed- 
ing towards the nver Nerbudda It is generally believed that 
Mahipat Ram will jom Holkar, if he should receive any encourage- 
ment from that Chieftain to whom he has repeatedly written I 
have thought it advisable to address letters to Holkar and have 
29 
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done m\^lf the honour to fon\ard copies of tlicm to the Sccrciarv 
in the Penuan DcpnrtTncm 1 liavc hkcNMSc communicaicil to the 
Resident with Sindhit the most particular mfomiaiion of the con 
duct and proccctlinqs of Mahtpat Ram and copies of my letters 
datctl rcspcctncl) tlic 22nd of March and iplh of April uill have 
been suhmittctl to )oiir LonWiips nonce. 

2 If Mahipat Ram should not receive encouragement from 
Ilolkar it IS supposed that le vnW either proceed to Jaipur or 
accompany Mohammctl Raw Klian to Smd but these arc merely 
suppointions for it is Impossible to cntiapatc the movements of 
a man who has l>ccn dnven in rum and distress from his ovrii 
countr) is comjikicl) in the power of a small band of barbarour 
freebooters who has no icttlca plan* and who will be reduced to 
seek safely wherever he can find it 

3 From the best information that I have liccn able to procure, 
the present force w th Mahipat Ram doe* not exceed fifteen 
hunared men chiefly Sindcc* with a few Arab* He has with 
hij treasure to the amount of al>out 12 Lacks of nipces consisting 
chiefly of Gold coins anil jewels. He is completely at the mercy 
of the Smdccs and if any doa not feel very comfortable to be 
m the power of such fnend* The Smdccs arc brutal insolent 
danng and ircadicrou* They claim the ment of having saved 
the live* of Mahipat Ram and his nephew and as the future safety 
of those persons must depend upon tnar services they mil not be 
very moderate in their demands of rccom|>cnse for their past exer 
tions or of payment for their future scmccs Tliey arc constantly 
clamorous lor pay and rewards ind as Mahipat Ram 11 completely 
m their power it will not be casj to satisfy them, I do not believe 
that Monammed Raza khan has nnv personal attachment to Mahi 
pat Ram considcniions of personal safety would induce him to 
support Mahipat Ram as long as they remained In the Deccan and 
were closely pursued by the British troops But Mohammed Raza 
Khan who pndcs himself on his valour and his birth and affects 
to call himself the Pnnee of Sind can have no ^rcat respect for 
Mahipat Ram who has no personal courage, and is a mere moot 
eauddic of a very low description Indeed Mohammed Raza Khan 
asserted and cxcrCTsed a complete supenonty before the action at 
‘>hahpoor He took the whole of the lai^ contnbution from 
Sholapoor for himself and his troops. He received a personal 
gift of one lack of rupees the day before the action and be collected 
more than 70,000 Rupee* before they quitted Shahpoor During 
their march to the northward he has directed all their movements, 
Srcqiat Ram has been actively employed but Mahipat Ram 
suffered himself to be earned from place to place, deserted by his 
confidential fnends and nearly all lus own adherents cxcnnsing 
authority and suffenng great distress of mind. As long as Mahi 
pat Ram has any treasure be may still raamtain some influence 
not the very dreumstsnee of hi* having treasure may expose him 
to the treachery of the Sindecs and the hostihty of freebooter* to 
the northward of the Nerbudda. 
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4 It has probably occurred to your Lordship to urge Jeswant 
Rao HoUcar to attack Mahipat Ram, to plunder his treasure and to 
seize his person Perhaps Dowlat Rao Smdhia who is not very 
rich in treasure, may be induced to plunder Mahipat Ram It 
can scarcely be supposed that they w'ould give him encouragement 
or protection as they both seem equally poor and equally intent on 
laismg money The treasure with Matupat Ram wiU be a great 
prize to either of them, and tliey may at once enrich themselves 
and render an acceptable service to the British Government 

5 Besides the tieasuie which he carries with him, Mahipat 

Ram is generally supposed to possess considerable funds distributed 
m different paits of India It is said that he has many lodged 
with Soucars at Poona, Surat and Benares He has Lacks 

of rupees in Company’s paper, but I do not know whethei it will be 
legal to restore the property to tins Government The Soucars ai 
Hyderabad have signed a paper m which they agree to the confis- 
cation of all their property m event of its bemg proved that they 
have m then charge any of Mahipat Ram’s money 

6 As soon as Mahipat Ram and Sreepat Ram had been 

proclaimed rebels to authority of the Nizam, I suggested to the 
Minister the propiiety of placing their farmhes in strict confine- 
ment The Minister easily the conseat of the Nizam 

to this measure, and His Highness particularly directed that Amanat 
Ram should be called upon for a statement of his . and 

that of Mahipat Ram’s family A strong guard was placed over 
their dwelling, and Amanat Ram furnished a statement of money, 
"ewels and personal property amounting to five Lacks of rupees 
Mis Highness ordered the whole of the money and property to be 
sent to the Treasury Amanat Ram accordingly paid one Lack 
and seventy thousand Rupees and sent the jewels and property 
to the Minister The prmcipal branches of the family consistmg 
of Amanat Ram, Venkaty Ram, the son of Mahipat Ram about 
mne years old and the wives of Mahipat Ram and Sieepat Ram, 
are to be placed in close confinement m the fortress of Ferosnagar 
The Minister has permitted the family to take with them a few 
servants their common ornaments, and some of their domestic 
utensils, and he intends to allow them a decent maintenance All 
the Jaghirs, Pensions and other grants, which were enjoyed by 
Mahipat Ram and his family will be resumed and the house m the 
city on which Mahipat Ram had expended a large sum of money 
will be gven to one of the Omrahs at Court If your Lordship 
should judge it expedient to require that the family of Mahipat 
Ram be confined m the Company’s territories, I should^ imagine 
that the Nizam would not object to such a proposal. 'Phis step 
might operate as a powerful restraint upon the fntme (ondiui of 
Mahipat Ram, it would produce a considciablc effect upon the 
rmnds of our enemies at this Couit, and it would at oiue seiine ns 
against the mtrigues of Mahipat Ram’s family Ainan.it K.ini lias 
long carried on the intercourse between the Nizam .nid M.ilnpai 
Ram, he possesses considerable tact and cunning and his wliol 
attention is directed to clandestine intrigue 
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7 The nc\t objea to attend to i» ilic rcTno\'aI of such persons 
QS we kno^^ arc ^a^ourabW mclincti to>vaTd» Malnpat Ram *md will 
continue to correspond with him Of these persons Raja 
Sukroodur is assurcdl> the most dangerous It 1 ms lon^ l>ccn the 
Ministers intention to dcjmxc him of the districts which arc at 
jircscnt under his clmrcc. The Imlancc of revenue wlucli stands 
against liim and for winch he is accouniahic exceeds i6 Imeks of 
Rupees, Tins arcumitance will afford a jmit ground to require 
his presence at Hydcralmd to settle his accounts But it is not 
so certain that he wall o\tc) the Ministers order to come to the 
presence and therefore I propose to recommend tint the measure 
of ordenng him to H\(lcral)a<l shall be suspended until there arc 
troojn near Beer to enforce lus olicdicncc to the Ministers com 
mand If jour lordship should think iiropcr to authorize mv 
inthdrawang any of the Bntisli troops tlmi arc at present in au 
\*ancc their ixium to Idjderalnd wiU enable me to assist tlic 
Minister in dcpniing Rajah Siikrooiliir of Ins present extensile 
cmplojmcnt and in placing those disincts in cliargc of some 
officer on whom the Minister ran pbee reliance 

8 We ha\c cicry reason to lie satisfied watli the conduct of 
Rajah Rao Rumba and Noonil Omnh wlio both rejected the 
ON enures of Mahipat Ram SMth indignation and contempt Indeed 
It doe* not appear that Mahipat fom made his oi enures after 
the action at Snahpoor Rao Ramba immedniclv communicated 
them to the Minister and Noorul Omnh direacd his agent to 
assure me that he would not hold any corrypondence or inter 
course with Mahijiat Ram 

9. It 1* generally supposed tliat Moonti7jmood Dowlah ilic 
Killedar of Etowlatabad is faiounibly disposed towards Mahtpai 
Ram and that he corresponded with Mahijmt Ram through Assaram 
the father of Mahipat Ram ■ infc Bui this Awaram i* now m 
confinement and mil be sent to some fort Moontizimood Dowlah 
IS desenbed to be nn ignorant profligate and naous man and 
extremely hostile to the Bnush nation It would certainly be 
desirable that the fortress of Dowlatabad should be m the custody 
of some person less avowedly mimical to us but it wall be difficult to 
persuade the Nizara to rcmoic Moontizimood Dowlah from that 
situation without your Lordship should particularly request His 
Highness to do so 

10 There are some other persona of infcnor condition who 
are said to be in the mtcrcsts or Mahipat Ram and whom it will 
be advisable to confine or remove from Berar These persons ore 
Futteh Chand the Sercstadar at Aurangabad the son of 
Gangaram Pandit the Naib of Ellichpoor Moostifa Yar Jung and 
SadooUa Khan Pathan commanders in Beror Futteh Chand will 
shortly be brought to Hyderabad the son of Gangaram Pandit is 
already m confinement and the Minister prcmoscs to ivithdraw the 
parties of the two Pathan commanders from Berar 
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11 The conduct o£ Na'SNab Soobhan Klian has long been 
very suspicious He indulges m a \cry stiong language against 
the British nation and has manitcstcd gieat reluctance to obey the 
orders of Rajah GoMiid Buksh But that this may pioceed from 
his chaiactci, which is tuibulcnt. sullen and naughty, I do not 
bchc\c, that he is attached to Mahipat Ram, whom he used to 
treat with gieat insolence and 1 have not heard that he ever 
corresponded nith Mahipat Ram since the dismissal of that person 
from Berar 

12 As It IS probable that Mahipat Ram has ciossed the 
Nerbudda and has proceeded to the north waid, I am anvious to be 
furnished with msiiuctions respecting die future disposition of the 
bubsidiar)’^ Force The troops at piesent in advance consist of die 
I St, and and 8th Regiments of Cavahy, 5 Companies of H M 331 d 
Regiment nearly the whole of the artilleiy and 4th Battalion of 
bepoys The 4th Regiment of Ca\alry is by this time between 
Gulbarga and Beer and tlie Battalion of Sepoys, whicli marched 
iioin Belhary may be expected in the cantonment of Secundrabad 
about the 22nd of the month 

- 13 I have not die means of determining what measures 
jeswant Rao Holkai is likely to adopt to oppose the rebels m 
Kliandesh I peiceive by Mr Mercers dispatch No 13 to youi 
Lordship, that Holkar has announced his intention of coming to 
the southwaid for the purpose of quelling the insurrection of Wahid 
All Klian Bungaish, and Dadun Khan and then associates But 1 
have not learnt that he has commenced his march from Banpoorah, 
and his foice is described to be inconsiderable If Holkar should 
actually come to die soudiward he mil piobably find great diffi- 
culty m overcoming the rebels m the mountainous country along 
the noith side of die Tapti If the rebels should have preconcerted 
any system of co-operation mth die Bheels who infest that 
momitamous tract their resistance may be very destructive to the 
troops of Holkar 

14 With respect to the future conduct of Holkar the foUow- 
mg questions appear to deserve consideration ist It is possible 
that Holkar, in the present reduced state of his finances and mili- 
tary power, should violate his peace with the British Government 
2nd Is It probable that Mahipat Ram should mduce Holkar to pro- 
ceed to hostihties? It is evident that Holkar must conclude an 
aimcable arrangement with the rebels m Khandesh, or destroy them 
before he can venture to commence hostihties with the Company 
3rd Is It probable that Holkar will succeed m queUmg the rebelhon 
m Khandesh and Mliysore cither by persuasion or force? 4th Will 
Holkar attempt to attack the British Government alone, and un- 
assisted by other powers? Is it probable that Sindhia or the Rajah 
of Berar should agam combme with Holkar after their experience 
of his character and result of the last confederacy? 

15 It may mdeed be supposed that Holkar would expect to 
be jomed by_the southern Mahrattah Jagheerdars, and that he 
may succeed, through the mtngues of Mahipat Ram, to exate an, 
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miurrcction in the Nizam* tcmtoncs against the Bntish GoTcm 
menu I have mentioned these two arcumsianccs bccauic they 
arc often spoken of at this place. But it must be obsened that 
the possciiioni of the Southern Jnghcerdars lay at a great dmance 
from the point at whicli hostilities would lake place that they arc 
oiicn to the nttnek of the Bntish troops from Mysore and the ceded 
distnai and that the Poona Subsidiary Force would be ready to 
intercept the junction of the touthem Jaghcerdars with an m\'ad 
mg enemy from the northward of the southern Jaghccnlan the 
family of the Paiwardhan* ts only one that appear* likely to re 
nounce it* connection WTtb the Peshwa and to lend it* *anc 

tion to a confederacy whidi must be dircctctl again»t the Peshwa as 
well as tlic Bntish Government I have imturcd merely to touch 
upon this topic because it i* often spoken of at this place. I do not 
pretend to aetermine how far such confederaCT u probable and I 
do not possess the means of judging of the disposition or of the 
touthem Jaghcerdars 

1 6 The tendency of nearly all my dispatches will show your 
Lordship that I am not dispose to place any confidence in the 
fnendsmp or con*tancy of the present Nizam But I am not pre- 
pared to say whether HI* Highness s indisposition tovrards his 
alliance with the Bntuh Gotximmcnt procctm so much from his 
own unbiased sentiment* as from the impressions which he has 
received from Mahipat Ram and Ragotim Raa Hi* Highness 
scarcely ever thinks for himself on the most infling subjea and 
his sentiments and {cclm« on all subjects are generally directed 
by those who surnnindecf him. In itc maintenance of hu first 
impression he is very capnaou* If left to himself or assailed by 
flattery and induced by ailments he can be soon prevailed upon 
to rclmquish any notice. But if his scniiracnts be opposed or com 
bated he becomes obstinate and every attempt to reason him out 
of a notion only serves to confirm it more sixongiy m his mmd. 
His difincUnation towards the Bntuh Government appear* to me 
to have proceeded from the causes one, an ambition which has been 
mdustnously exated by his companions and parasites to restore 
the house or Asophia to its former splendour reputauon and power 
The other an alarm has been inculcated by our enemies that the 
Bntish Government intends gradually to subvert hu authority and 
to seize his possessions It is true that their motives arc m them 
selves almost contradictory but the fact is that the character of 
the present Nizam u an ossemblapc of contradicaons The alarm 
with which he u impressed, has been mereased by the consdons- 
ncss of hu unpopulanty and by the circulation of a prophecy thar 
he u to be the last rcigmng pnnee of the Asophia family 

17 But though the Nizam ahould never feel any fnendship 
for lu and however he may be mclmed to release himself fr o m 
the obbgaDon* of hu alliance, dicre are certam part* of hu charac 
ter whiih will rcstram him from proce ed ing to any desperate extre 
mity and will always render him a most contemptible antagonun 
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Tiie parts of his character .ivhich disquahfy him for any dangerous 
enterpnze are his timidity, indolence, in esolution, parsimony and 
his total want of every popular quahty I do not helieve that there 
IS a smgle Amir of any respectabihty or influence who feels the 
-shghtest attachment to His Highness The populace abuse him 
without reserve or decency 

1 7-A The sentiments re^spectmg the alliance amongst the 
greater part of the commmiity at the court appear to me to be nearly 
these The few men of rank and respectabihty who are capable 
of reflection appear to admit that the late Nizam had no other 
means of preservmg his dominions than by a close connection 
with the British Government To that connection they attribute 
the security of these domimons from the ambition of Tippoo Sultan 
and the rapacity of the Mahrattas These persons also admit that 
the aUiance with the British Government ensured the mternal tram 
qmllity and repose of these dominions at a period when every other 
part of India was convulsed with war They appear to be sensible 
of the extent of our power and resources and of the inability of 
any confederacy amongst the remammg states of India to over- 
come us They therefore deprecate all hostdities with a nation 
to whom every war has termmated m an accession of strength 
But these reflections are confined to a very few persons A greatei 
number adrmt that there is no prospect during the reign of the 
present Nizam to subvert the mfluence which we have estabhshed 
m the Deccan They are therefore resigned to the present con- 
dition of affairs although they look forward to a change of thmgs 
The turbulent and active are discontented because they are obhged 
to be qmet, and because, they dehght m scenes of disturbances, 
treachery and plimder The lower orders of Mussalmans detest 
and abuse us, because we are Christians and are powerful The 
cultivators of the soil, the manufacturers, artizans and merchants 
groan under a load of exactions and oppressions and would ivillmg- 
ly be transfer! ed to the British Government But under a des- 
potic Government their voice is very feeble Very few men of 

any respectability or mfluence would combme in an msurrection 
directed by Mahipat Ram or sanctioned by the Nizam The 
authonty of His Highness is propped by the support of the Subsi- 
diary force and the alliance ivith the British Government If these 
supports were removed only for a week the present Nizam would 
lose his throne, without bloodshed and almost without a struggle 

18 I have ventured to obtrude these observations on your 
Lordship’s notice, m order that your Lordship may judge, how far 
an msurrection is at all probable m the present state of thmgs, or 
how far any insurrections likely to be dangerous 

19 It mil remain for the ivisdom of your Lordship to deter- 

mine whether the general aspect of affairs to the northward requires 
THE MAINTENANCE OF SO LARGE A FORCE IN as 

is at present in advance As far as the intrigues or designs of 
Mahipat Ram may be supposed to extend I am of opmion that 



232 


NAGPUR RESIDENCY RECORDS 


It II only necessary to odil 2 Regiments of Ca>^lry and tbc horse 
artillery to the Detachment which is at present in the immediate 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Do\cion That force added to 
the Nizam s reformed infantiy and a selected body of Horse under 
the Nabob Salabat Khan appears to me to provide amply for the 
sccunty of the nonhem frontier against the incursions of Mahipat 
Ram and the Pindancs or other adherents whom he may seduce 
to ]oia his standard 

This arnngement will admit of my withdrawing from Berar 
i Regiment of Cavalr) a Battalions of Scpo)s the Detachment of 
the 33rd Regiment and the Ordnance and AniUcry should pro- 
pose that the 4th and the Eighth Regiments of Cavalry be kept m 
JBcrar that the and Regiment returned to the Poona Subsidiary 
Force and the ist Regiment lie drawn to Hjdcraljack If it should 
not appear necessary 10 keep an) extra Corps m these tcmtoncs 
the ist Regiment of Cav-alry wall be the first for relief 


20 As the Ram) season is approadung I shall be anjdous to 
be honoured with )our Lordships instruaions as soon as possible 
with a view to prepare for the arrangement which 1 have suggested- 
I shall direct Lieutenant Colonel Montresor to return to the neigh- 
bourhood of Aurangabad- If )our Lordship should approve of 
my sucgesiions Lieutenant Colonel Montresor wiU be at hand to 
cross me Godavery before that mcr becomes unfavourable and if 
your Lordship should rct^uirc the whole force to be kept in advance 
or that araimsranccs should appear to render that arrangement 
expedient Colonel Montresor will be at a convenient station to pass 
the rainy season- 


al As Hli Majesty t 33rd Regiment is much reduced In num 
bers and has l>ecn three years m the Deccan I intend to recommend 
to the Madras Govemincnt to relieve it by a stronger Regiment 
iramediatdy after the Rams, I understand that suoi a measure 
has been m contemplation for some time past and that the 59th 
Raiment u the Corps intended to relieve the 33rd. 


aa By the plan which I have taken the liberty to offer to 
your Lordships consideration the force that will be coUecied at 
this aipital durmg the nuns and immediately after them will con 
siBt of one Regiment of Cavalry H M. 33rd Regiment and ? 
Battahons of Native Infantry 

23 If the Detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Doveton be 
augmented with and R^ments of Cavarly and the Horse AmHery 
It wdl be proper that a^iartcr Master of Brigade be appomted to 
the force under Lieutenant Golontl Doveton 
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Letter No. 9— Sydenham intimates that Meer Allum was reluc- 
tant to allow Bhonsla’s troops enter Berar m pursuit of the 
Pmdaries The proposals of Meer Allum for the destruction 
of the Pmdaries, the unsettled condition of affairs m Khan- 
desh and the disposition of the British troops and Nizam’s 
troops m Berar to meet the mcursions of the Pmdaries are 
matters dealt with m this letter 

From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To— R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, the 28th October 1808 

1 have been furnished by Mr Edmonstone with a copy of his 
letter to your address, dated the i8th of July and I have held fre- 
quent conversation*; with Meer Allum on the subject of permitting 
the troops of the Rajah of Beiar to pursue the Pmdaries through the 
territories of His Highness tlie Nizam 

2 Although Meer Allum admits the necessity of adopting 
every practicable measure of destroying the Pmdaries, and although 
he promises that no exertion on the part of this Government shall 
be omitted to repel and chastize those common marauders, I per- 
ceive that he is extremely reluctant to consent to the proposition of 
granting a free passage to the Rajah of Berai’s tioops m the pursuit 
of the Pmdaiies, through the territories of the Nizam His prin- 
cipal objections to this proposal appear to me to arise from an 
apprehension that the Rajah of Berar’s troops will commit con- 
siderable depredations m the Nizam’s territories, and tliat bemg 
once permitted to enter these territones m pursuit of the Pmdaries, 
they 1V1II often avail themselves of that pretext to repeat their in- 
cursions He therefore wishes tliat each Government should con- 
fine Itself to the defence of its own possessions, and that the troops 
of the one should not be suffered to entei into the territories of 
the other Although it is probable that Meer Allum may at length 
be mduced to accede to an arrangement, which has received the 
sanction of the Governor-General yet I have occasion to know that 
he will not easily relmqmsh the opinion which I have stated 

3 At one time mdeed he proposed that a body of the Nizam’s 
troops should be united to the Bhonsla’s Army, and that they should 
advance to attack the Pmdanes m their haunts near the Tapti and 
Nerbudda But there appeared to me many objections to this 
proposal, and mdeed I soon discovered that it was suggested by 
the Meer only to get nd of the other plan 

"" 4 I should suppose that the mmisters of the Rajah of Berar 

would give the most satisfactory assurances that their troops should 
not commit any depredations on the Nizam’s possessions, and that 
they should not enter the Nizam’s terntones excepting m pursuit 
of the Pmdaries, and I imagine that the Ministers would not objea 
to make good such losses as might be sustained by the mhabi tilts 
of these terntones from the passage of the Bhonsla’s troops, but 

30 
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It mil be difTiaili to diMinmiWh benveen the dcprcdnilons of the 
Pindanc# and the nets comnSned by their pursuer' and the Officer* 
of this GoNcmmcnt mil ccmlnl) ascnlw nil their losses to tlic 
latter in the hope of hating them rcnumcratcti 

5 h \mII pmliahl) occur to )ou to commumcatc to the 
Ministers at Nigpur the apprehensions c\prc«cd bj Mccr AJlum 
ind their replies mil perhaps enable us to afford such assurances 
to Mccr Allum as mnj remove the Molcnt objection ivhicli he has 
hitherto stated to the proposition 

6 The late movements and supposed designs of the rebels in 
Khandesh and of Holkars manager of the District of Umber 
render it of much importance to the innquilhiy of the western 
part of Berar that the British Dcwchmcnt should continue m its 
present position near Jalna Tlic rebels have long threatened an 
attack upon Holkars places near the frontier and uliimatcl) on 
the distna of Uml>cr which is situated ulfhm the frontier An 
agent from Dadun Khan Asud All Khan Bungaish who was 
deputed to Raiah Gosind Buksh put a direct question to Lieute- 
nant Colonel Doveton whether those Chieftains would be per 
nutted to attack the prmincc of Umlicr” As Lieutenant Colonel 
Doveton acquainted the Agent in rcplv to his question that a pass- 
aw for tliat purpov: could not be admiiictl it it is probable that 
they mil abstain from the attack of Umber as long as the Bntish 
Detachment may he in that ncighlxiurhood hut it is diflicull to 
foresee what they might lie Indum to do if the Detachment were 
drawn from Jalna and stationed on the Eastern fronucr 

7 On the other hand Holkars Naib at Umber has collected 
from 3 to ^.coo men for the defence of that tlntnn He has enter 
cd into term of agreement with Kesan Singh a pnnapal leader 
of Bandittcc. and he is prcparcil to resist any attack that may be 
made upon Umber by tnc rebels from Khandesh Rajah Govind 
Biiksh and the Ministers here have received intelligence to whicli 
they attach a great degree of credit that the Naib of Umber had 
concerted a plan mth me different Nalcks (off) the Bhcels to deso- 
late the western part of Berar but the presence of the Bntish 
Detachment it Jalna has hitherto rcstraincil the Bhcels, and I trust 
that some arrangement mil soon be made to prevent their bccommg 
dangerous 

8 As long as affiiirs remain in their present unsettled state. 
It may be attended mth great inconvenience to the interests of this 
Government to alter the position of the Bntish Detachment, which 
position IS admirably calculated to keep both the rebels m Khandesh 
and the Naib of Umber in check, to restrain the depredanoni of 
the Bhcels and to ivntch the moi’cmcnt of anybody of troops, that 
may come from the northvrard by way of Burhanpur 

9 But BA Icfng as the British Detachment retains its position 
near Jalna it^cannot be employed with any prospea of success 
against the Pindanes, who might confine their incursion to the 
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Noidi-Eastein frontier of Berar The distance fiom Jalna to 
Elhchpur cannot be less than 160 miles The incursions of the 
Pmdaries are so sudden and their movements are so rapid, that 
It would always he m then powei to retue from tlie Nizam’s terri- 
tories and escape witli tlieii booty, befoie the British Troops could 
approach them The detacliment might always be prepaied for 
movement, and would be equipped for long and rapid marches, 
but without the Pmdaries await then appioach(?), it would be im- 
possible to overtake tho'^e freebooteis 

10 Lieutenant Colonel Doveton has suggested that the Nawab 
Salabat Khan should be posted somewhere near the 

Tank with 1,500 hoise, 2 Battahons of Infantry, and 4 guns, and 
that smaller parties of troops should be advanced towards Hhwar- 
khed and Smdurjana The force, imder so active and enterpnzmg 
a commander as Salabat Khan might keep the Pmdaries in check 
until the British Detachment .should move to the Eastward There 
IS a considerable body of the Nizam’s troops at Malkapur, so that 
if the Pmdaries should attempt to make their way from the 
Wardha towards Buihanpui, it is piobable that either the Nizam’s 
troops 01 the British Detachment might succeed m brmging the 
Pmdaries to close action, and m giving them a severe defeat If 
on the other hand they letum to the Eastward and cross the 
Wardha it will be m the power of the Bhonsla’s troops to overtake 
them. 

11 On the whole I do not think it would be prudent, under 
the present aspect of affairs, to alter the position of the Biitish 
Detachment, but as soon as tlie ramy season is over, Lt Colonel . 
Doveton may be instructed to hold the whole of his cavalry and 
a portion of his mfantry m a state of leadiness for immediate 
movement, and on his receivmg intelligence of any menaced inva- 
sion of the Pmdaries, he might advance by rapid marches to over- 
take them, or expel them from the Nizam territories If the Pm- 
daries should move to the westward, it is piobable that Lieutenant 
Col Doveton wdl have it m his power to overtake them, if they 
should cross the Wardha and move towards Nagpur, the troops of 
the 'Rajah of Berar will be able to brmg them to dose action 

12 As soon as I have been favoured with your sentiments 
upon these subjects I will issue the necessary mstructions to Lieute- 
nant Colonel Doveton, and will commumcate to Meer AUum such 
assurances as the Ministers of the Rajah of Berar may be willing 
to afford respecting the conduct of His Highness’s troops m the 
Nizam’s territones 


Letter No 10 — ^This is an enclosure to Sydenham’s letter to Jenkins 
dated 25th August, 1808 Sydenham reports to the Governor- 
General the rebelhon of one Govmd Pant Tattiah, Naib of 
Amber m Khandesh, and a servant of Holkar. He discusses 
all the consequences of this rebelhon and the attitude that 
the British should assume m this matter. 
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From— T SYDtNIIAM RESIDENT AT liYDCRABAD 

To— THE RIGHT HONBLL LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, FORT ^V1LLIA^L 

Hyderabad the 25th August i8c8 

The *c\‘cial paper* ulnch I have done myself the honour to 
communicate to tfic Secretary in the Political Department 10- 
gcilicr with the dispatches from Poona will have made your 
Lordship actjualntcd vnih the condition and proceedings of the 
rebels m Khandeth There arc vanou* accounts of their force but 
laUng a medium of those which arc likely to be the most authentic* 
I do not estimate ihar combined force to exceed 4,000 or 4 500 men 
of which about 1 600 or " 000 maj be cav-alry They arc hkcmsc 
desenbed to have 10 or la pieces of cannon 

2, The Naib of Amber has succeeded in regaining possession 

of from the Dadun Klians people who retired 

from tliat place, on finding they were not capalilc of defending it 
agaimi the troops of the Naib of Amber But it docs not appear 
t&t Dadun Klian and his assocutes have altogether relinquished 
their designs on the possession of Ilolkar situated near the 

It is generally expeaed that they vnll return to the attack of 
Seogaum with the whole of ihar force. If they succeed in 
retaking that place they wvU probabl) extend thar progress and 
the oonsenucncc will be that struggling warfare wall be carrying on 
near the Nzami frontier and probalm vnilun its hmits This is 
spcacs of warfare which will be very destructive to the Nizams 
possessions not only by the unavoidable depredations of both 
parties in Hii Highness's country but by affording employment to 
the numerous Banditti who infest that part of the country The 
Naib of Amber has already token into his service a Naik of the 
name of kcysrec Singh who sought refuge m Amber from the pur 
smt of the l^izam s troops and there is little doubt that both be and 
the rebel* will willingly encourage the leaders of Banditti from 
whom they may expect ossiitaace. 

3. For some time past the Naib of Amber Govind Pant Tatnah 
has behaved with grat insolence and has shown no disposition 
to perform those offices of good neighbourhood which tins Gov 
emment has a nght to expect from the servant of a Chieftain, with 
whom It IS at peace. He has permitted persons from his provmcc 
to plunder some villages on the Nizam's country He pays no 
attention to the repeated comphuntB and remonstrance* of Rajah 
Govmd Buksh and he ha* given protection and employment to 
Keytrec Smgh a leader of the Banditti who bad plundered all the 
Kizam s cDvmtry bordering on the Godavery from Nanded to 
Masulipatam. 
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^ As ilic N.iih of Anilici docs not appeal to consider himself 
under the autlioiity ol Kliandii Pam, Ilolkai's Vakeel at Poona, 
1 lia\c been by ibi paiiKulai and icpcalcd of Mccr 

Alliim. 10 addre‘>s a letter to Jesuant Rao Holkar on the subject 
of the Naib’s condutt and pioceeduigs and I do myself the honour 
to submit to youi LouKbip a copy and tMiisIaiion of that Icttei 


5 When Colonel Montiesoi was maiehing thiough the 

Amber ProMUCc, he rccci\ed a Icitei fiom the Naib, wiitten on a 
\ciy imiatmg impropci foue and coiucying .i . . loi 

which, there was not the slightest foundation 'lo this cxtraordi- 
naiA' Ictici Cciloncl lopbed with gie.it model. uion (No 2 and 3) 

1 ha\e the honour to cnrio>c ti.iiislation ol the leiieis wmeh passed 
on the occ.asion 

6 It IS scaiccly jiossiblc to asceitain the leal situation and 
Mcw's of the Rebels in Khandesh At one period rlieir open liostility 
to Holkar, compelled that Chieft.iin to the despeiatc measures of 
ha\ing Kashi Rao Holkar murdered They laid w'aste all the 
(ountry belonging to Holkar ncai the liver Taptee They are 
described to continue lc\ying the contributions wath great rigour 
and cruelty It would appear from many papers of intelligence 
that their proceedings had excited considerable indignation and 
uneasiness m the mind of Holkar The Naib of Ambci and Bukht 
Ram die Killcdar of Talnair have lepeatedly solicited assistance 
from the iiordiward Ballaiam Sait and Mahipat Ram are stated 
to have urged Holkar to send a body of troops to oppose die lehels, 
and It IS said that Mir Khan offered to detach a part of his force 
for that purpose 

7 Later accounts indeed mention that die v rebels have made 

their submission which has been favourably leceived by Jeswant 
Rao Holkar, and this circumstance is particulaily stated m HoLkai’s 
letter to Khandu Pant, winch was communicated to Colonel Close 
But the mteUigence from Bampoorah does not warrant conclusion 
that either the rebels were sincere m the submission, 01 that 
Holkar actually them to he so Neithei does it appeal 

that the rebels themselves alteied then conduct, or avowed the 
reconciliation with Holkar 

8 The Rebels find much difficulty m supporting their troops, 
who are described to be m the greatest distress They may there- 
fore not feel themselves sufficiently strong to resist the authority 
of Holkar if that Chieftam either marched to die southward m 
person, or could send large force to queU die RebeUion In the 
mean while it is piobable that absolute necessity will obhge the 
rebels to continue to subsist their troops on the plunder of HoUcai’s 
provmces If Holkar should march a force to the southward the 
conduct of the rebels will probably depend upon the opmion which 
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tlicy imiy cnicnaln of their own itrcngth nnd upon the degree of 
confidence uliich they conccnc may \k pbeed upon the assurances 
and promises of HolKar 

9 On the other hand tt does not seem probable tliat IlolUr 
wll be able to detadt a considerable force to ibc southisard at oU 
events not till after the rainy season is over It iiuy therefore 
suit the interests and is lufbacnll) consistent isiih tlic usual jiolicy 
of Holkar to alTcci n degree of confidence m the submission of the 
rebels until lie can adopt some deaded measure against them 

10 Ai long as the rclicls sliall confine their operations to 

places Ixr^ond the Nizams frontier It appears to me ilut ire have 
no cauJc for interference on their procewhngs But they cannot 
attack the proimcc of Amber without through the Nizams 

tcmtoncs and I do not think it )u« to gram a free passage through 
the Nizams territories to the rclicls ol a Government with which 
we arc at |»cacc and preserxe a fncndlj intercourse. If the rebels 
should be jicrmittcd to pais through the Nizam s tcmtoncs for 
the axowed purpose of attacking tlic proiincc of Amber it is prob- 
able tliat tlic ingenuity of Ilolkar would diicovcr m tliai procewing 
a juitificaiUoti of his own conduct towards Mahipt Ram which 
conduct at present is unjustifiable. Ilolkar might reason m this 
manner \ou require that Mahipat Ram a rebel to }ou should be 
dditcrcd up b^ me and at the same umc )ou allow rebds to my 
Gotemment to pass through the tcmtoncs of that ally for the 
purpose of seizing my possessions A free passage lo those rebels 
might indeed be coniidcrcd a fair rcralianon for the conduct of 
Holkar m receding, protectuig encouraging and employing a 
rebel who had liccn cxpcllcil by force from the lerntones of nis 
soiercien But the propnety of such a measure mil depend upon 
the light which your Lordship in Counal may be disposed to \icw 
the conduct of Holkar toivards Mahipat Kara and his nephew 

1 1 It may be presumed that after the conclusion of the rams 
Jcsivant Rao Holkar mil adopt some means of putting down the 
rebellion which has been suflered to continue so long unopposed 
and almost unobserved. If by the assurances and promises of 
Holkar Dadun Khan Wahed Ah Khan Bangatsh and Mahipat 
Rao Holkar should be induced to return to the duties of allegiance, 
all mconvcmcncc and danger will be at an end. But if it be 
necessary to cmplo) force to crush the rebellion u it prudent that 
we shouJd be prepared for operations of a much more senous and 
cntical nature than a mere contest for supenonty between Holkar 
and the rebels 

I a HoDtar may either march to the Deccan in person or 
detach a considerable part of hi» Amw to re-cstabhah hi* authonty 
m Khandesh The anxiety which Ktolkar has alwap manifested 
to retain his influence araongK the Rajput state* m Hindustan and 
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to prevent that influence from fallmg mto the hands of Dowlat 
Rao, renders it improbable that Holkar should come to the 
Deccan m person The late success of Smdhia’s troops over the 
Jaipur Army is an additional to keep Holkar at 

Banpoorah or even to take him to the northward, for the purpose 
of counteractmg the effects of the late victory obtamed by Smdlua’s 
troops Indeed many of the late Akhbars state that Holkar had 
resolved on the marching to the assistance of the Rajah of Jaipore 
If tlie treasury of Sindhia were better furnished his Mmisters mut- 
ed, j^s troops obedient, and if his personal character were consist- 
ent ivith bold proceedmgs Smdhia rmgbt give a severe blow to the 
powers and mfluence of the Holkar by pursmng the success obtam- 
ed by Bapooji Smdhia But neither the character nor the resources 
of Smdhia afford any expectation, that he will derive a permanent 
superiority from the late victory However, it will probably require 
the presence of Holkar m Hmdustan to prevent Smdhia from ob- 
tainmg the ascendancy, and I theiefore conclude, that Holkar will 
not come to the southward 

13 But it may be m his power to detach a portion of his 
Army to the provmce of Khandesh Although the body of Regu- 
lar troops may be small, yet it wiU probably be jomed by a host 
of Pmdhanes and otliei freebooters, who wander along the Nerbud- 
dah, and are always ready to join any expendition from which 
plundermg be expected It is possible that Mahipat Ram or Sreepat 
Ram, or Mohammed Raza Khan may be employed on this expedi- 
tion, and that the troops which were lately expelled from the 
country may return to it Whether these troops be opposed to the 
rebels, or whether they mute, it wiU be necessary to watch their 
movements with constant vigilance, and adopt every measure of 
precaution for the security of the provmce of Berar 

14 In the event of the actual approach of a body of the 
Holkar’s troops towards the frontier of Berar, I beg to enquire 
which hne of conduct your Lordship would wish me to pursue 
I am anxious to learn whether the whole, or any part of such troops 
is to be pernutted through the Nizam’s territories to Amber 
Whether the Naib of Amber is to be allowed to mcrease his force 
or to give protection and employment to the Naicks who reside m 
the Nizam’s dommions, and who may from time to time seek refuge 
m the provmce of Amber If Mahipat Ram or his nephew Sreepat 
Ram, should accompany HoLkar’s troops to the southward whether 
they are to be considered merely as officers m the service of Hol- 
kar, or whether they are to be regarded and treated as rebels to 
this state 

15 Hitherto I have directed Lieutenant Colonel Doveton to 
observe the most scrupulous neutrahty towards both the rebels and 
the Naib of Amber As Dadun Khan has deputed a Vakil to Rajah 
Govmd Buksh, I have mstructed Lieutenant Colonel Doveton to 
hold a language of perfect neutrahty towards that person, and have 
requested Meer Allum to point out to Rajah Govmd Buksh tlie 
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propriety of a\oidmg everything like the appearance of encourage 
ment to the Rcl)cli A« K>on os the Agent of Dadun Khan lus 
communicated hii message to the Kajah the Agent mil be directed 
to leave the Nizams lemtoncs and return to his master but I 
trust that It may be in the power ather of Rajah Govind Buksh 
or of Lieutenant Colonel Do\cion to procure from the Agent some 
more accurate information than we at present possess of the real 
disposition of the RcIkU towards Holkar and of their future news 
and intentions 


Letter No 11. — The letter explains why and how Mahipat Ram 
had been given shelter and intimate the Governor-General 
that Mahipat Ram was pr oceeding to Calcutta to claim 
justice from the Gevernor-Generak 

from-jeswant r^\o holkar. 

To-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

(Received 12th August 1808) 


1 ha\e had the honour to rcccuc jour Lordships tuo obliging 
letters one on the subject of my rcccinng for the present the net 
collecnons of the diatnct of Koondi from the dale on which 11 was 
transferable to ray daughter (itho is most dear to mc» and possesses 
a claim upon our mutual regard) ond informing me that 1 ivas at 
libcrt) hereafter either to form the disinct or to commit the charge 
of it to your Lordship s Agent in Bundclkhond as may be most 
consonant to my wishes, and that the Agent will be to 

act accordingly imder the instructions mtn which your Lordship 
has furniihctf him for that purpose. The other dcscnbmg 
the and singular situauon of Rajah Mahipat Ram who 

has been proclaimed as a rcbcL 

Prcnously to my receipt of the letters from the Residents at 
Poona, Nagpur and other places such oflBccrs are 

stationed Rajah Mahipat Ram had actually arrived on the bank 
of the Nerbudda and had sent me the message offering to come 
to me certain conditions and os I ivas not fully 

acquamted with the arcumstances of the ease, I deputed a corm 
dential person to conduct him to ray Camp and entertamed him. 
After his arrival letters poured m in rapid su cc e ss ion from all 
quarters expressing but one desire that he should be seized and 
delivered up. 
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’ In this quarter many illustrious Rajas and Nobles of distm- 
guished rank, happy and contented under the piotectmg power of 
tins favoured servant of Gdd, and occupied the peaceml adminis- 
tration of tlieir hereditary possessions, imconsaous of fear, sleep m 
tlie cradle of undisturbed^ security If any of them should chance 
to commit a fault, since as the 'proverb expresses it, ‘‘Man is com- 
pounded of forgetfuhiess and error” I not only pardon his oflEence, 
but in a season of exigency, I furnish him witJi 'military aid m the 
settlement of his affairs Wlien my name has 'obtamed so much 
celebrity throughout the countries of Hindustan, and the Enghsh 
Chiefs aware of this, manifest their friendship and ■ regard, and 
gratify me by their correspondence, to what a degree would it exact 
my reputation if I were to seize and dehver up the Rajah 

With a view, however, to cement the ties of cordiality and har- 
mony and friendship which 'have dong subsisted' between the two 
states ivithout interruption, 'J mpon an expedient 

m the present case, and havmg ascertamed the real views and senti- 
ments of tlie Rajah I have with great judgment address, 

resolved to give the Rajah his dismission and to dispatch him to 
Calcutta 

Smce the Almighty has caused your Lordship to be 
nobled by his Britannic Majesty (may it be propitious to all fnends) 
I hope that on the Raja’s arrival your- Lordslup viaU summon him 
to your tribunal, and keepmg in the reaprocal friend- 

ship and mutual honour of the two states, , be pleased m dispense 
justice and settle the affair m such a manner as shall admit of his 
actions and past transactions being overlooked and of thei recogm- 
non of his smcentyand loyalty 

With respect to the subject of Koonch, on which your Lord- 
ship has written to me m detail with the pen of kmdness, I have 
fully understood cQl’ that your' Lordship has stated I have no 
objection to the 'proposed arrangement. 

I shall settle all>affairs-«relative to the'- district' with your Lord- 
ship’s Agent m Bundelkhand, and commumcatet the restilt of my 
proceedmgs to your Lordship 

' I trust that your Lordship 'Will always be pleased -to "gratify the 
wish of my heart, by -the transmission .of .fnenmy letters 

'What more shkU I write with the -pen, of amity 

■-Dated send Jammaudeeobl Awil 1224 Hizree, 17th- July i-goS. 

' A true translation 


31 


J.-MONCKTON, 
Persian -Secretary to Government 
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Letter No 12^ — Thli li on enclomrc to Sydenbam’i letter to Jenkins, 
Sydenham reports to the Govcmor*Genenil how his (G-G'i) 
letter to the Nizam was presented and its contents Impressed 
upon hini. He tupgests that Mahlpat Ram i family 
should bo removed^ irom Hyderabad to some place 
within British territoria, Moonlazimud Doula the Kllledar 
of Doulatabat to be dismissed and Subhan Khan should be 
removed from Bcrar These two were friends of Mahlpat 
Rom, This is a piece of fine dipbmatic correspondence# 
containing choicest phrases and words and most expressive 
and elegant expressions. 

From— T S'i DENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 

To— THE RIGHT HON 3 LE LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GENERAL. FORT WILLIAM. 

Hyderabad, the 5th September 1808, 

Various circumstances connected with the state of affairs at 
this court prevented me from carrying into immediate effect the 
mstructions, which were com eyed to me in Mr Secretary Edmon 
stone s letter of the 30th of May last, at the penod When 1 had the 
honour to recavc that dispatch 1 vras engaged m the frivolous, but 
perplexing task of persuading the Nizam to visit me and I con 
ndcred it to be of w much Importance to remove the absurd appre* 
hcnsions which Hjs Highness entertained of the object of that 
visit that I detenmned to postpone the dehvery of your Lordship t 
letter until the entertainment whidi had been prepared for His 
Highness should have taken place. 


2 It appeared to me that your Lordship t remonstrances were 
mtended to produce two effects One, to remove every unjust fus- 
piaon from PCs Highness s mind, the other to demonstrate the 
real danger of His Highness penmm^ his conduct to be «\vayed 
by those suspiaons. Of these two effects, it occurred to me ^t 
the former ought to be first producnl in older that His Highness s 
mmd might be prepared for the reception of the salutary counsel 
which IS contained m your Lordship s letter As long as His High- 
ness s mind contmued to be agitamd by the absurd alarms, desenb- 
cd in my last dispatch, so long would His Highness have placed an 
improper construction on the motives of your Lordship s remons- 
trances In that state of mmd, your Lordship s remonstrances, 
though conveyed m the most conciliating language and blended 
with the most encouragmg assurances, would only have confirmed 
his suspiaons and incrca^ hii alarm. It was to be expected, 
diat the manner m which the proposed entertainment would be 
conducted and conduded, might convmcc Hii Highness with more 
certainty than the most senous arguments, of the utter falsehood 
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and absurdity of the reports, which had^been communicated to 
him As long as those apprehensions continued to be entertained 
by His Highness, it would have been impossible to produce that 
degree of confidence, ivluch should enable him to comprehend the 
real motives of your Lordship’s remonstrances 

3 I have already observed m my dispatch No ii, that the 
Nizam appeared to be mucli gratified by the entertainment, that 
several Omrahs, who attended Ins person were no less pleased at the 
attention winch was paid to them, and even the apprehension of 
the Begums, for the safety of the Nizam, were entirely removed 
For some short time it was not my wish to disturb this state of 
general satisfaction, and harmony, by discussions, which were cal- 
culated to rouse fears of the Nizam, and were likely to be, offensive 
to his friends and favourites In the mean while. His Bhghness 
continued to amuse himself at the gardens of LmgumpaUy and after 
his return to the aty, he observed so httle moderation on his 
pleasures, that he was seized with a violent fever, which confined 
him to the Mahal, and suspended the transaction of all public 
busmess at the Durhar 

4 Durmg this interval, the persons of Rajah Sukroodur and 
of his Deputy Eknath Pandit had been seized and sent to Hyder- 
abad The troops belonging to Sukroodur manifested no disposi- 
tion to resist the orders of the Minister Measures were immedi- 
ately taken to settle the heavy arrears of pay which were due from 
them The Armldars, who were appomted by the Minister, estab- 
lished tjieir authonty over tlie districts, which were held by Suk- 
roodur, and the perfect tranquillity which prevailed throughout 
those distncts admitted of my ivithdraiving the Battahon of Native 
Infantry, that had heen stationed at Bheer 

5 The removal from all influence and authonty of Rajah 
Sukroodur, and the tranfer to persons, on whom the Mini ster 
could place confidence of the extensive country which was held by 
the Rajah, had accomphshed a prmapal object of your Lordship’s 
mstructions, and rendered it of less urgent necessity to propose 
the other measures, which are detailed m the Secretary’s dispatch 

6 Dunng His Highness’s illness and confinement, both the 
Munster and myself received repeated intelligence, that constant 
correspondence was mamtamed between Moontizimood Dowlah and 
Raja Mahipat Ram, and the Mimster ascertamed that Moonti- 
zimood Dowlah was in the habit of sending Arzees, once or twice 
a week, to the Nizam through the Begums For some tim e I was 
led to expect that the Minister would have succeeded in inter- 
ceptmg some of Moontizimood Dowlah’s packets to the Mahal, but 
after many fruitless attempts we were obhged to be satisfied with 
havmg ascertained that a frequent mtercourse by letter subsisted 
between the Begums and Moontizimood Dowlah and between 



244 


NAGPUR REatDENCt RECORDS 


MoonilzimcKKl Dowbh anti Mahipat Ram Variou* circucrutancc* 
which ^'crc commumcatcd to me by jwnoni of respectable autho- 
nry mduocd me to bclicrc that the lynlnioo Nusa Bmn hertdti 
was nctixcly engaged in a clandestine correspondence wim Mahipat 
Ram and Jc5\vant Rao Holkar but the ramlstcr from all h»» intcl 
ligcncc concluded that the Begums name was employed only as a 
cover to the proceedings of the Nlzam« 

7 I confess that I have scry little doubt in my own mmd 
that the Niiam did expect Mahipat Rhm to return to Berar 
assisted by Jeswant Rao Holkar and a considerable Army \vith a 
large train of artillery but Hil Highness seemed gradually to be 
come convinced that naiher Mahipat Ram nor liolkar had suffi 
aent resources to raise an Army and that Holkar was by no means 
senously duposed to enter Into a contest >nth the British Govern* 
mcnl It nns said that the conditions prescribed by Holkar as 
the pnee of his commenang hostilities with the Company were 
citraTagani beyond all rneaiurc. and they appeared more calculat 
cd to amu^ the Nizam than furnish any inaication of a senous 
design to Molatc the subsisting peace. It u reported that Mahipat 
Ram himself discouraged the Nizam from undertaking any mea 
surcs, that might subjea him to the tuspiaons of tnc British 
Goicmmcnt but rather advised Hu Highneu to wait patiently 
nil the arrival of the French and Persians m liindostan when sill 
the states in India might unite nith certain success in the expulsion 
of the Bnush nation 

8 I discovered that the Nabob Soobban Khan wrote several 
letters, under a feigned name to Mahipat Ram and at the same 
time frequently corresponded with Moontudm Dowlah Indeed 
the conduct and proccedmgs of Soobhan Khan have for some 
tune past been of so extraordinary a nature, that I connder it to 
be necessary to communicate the fullest mfonnation of them to 
your Lordstup parocularly as I have been induced by the advice 
of the IVlinisTcr and from the result of my own reflection to advise 
the Nizam to resume the Jaghircs which arc held by Soobhan 
Khan. 

9. The whole of the Nizam s possessions north of the nver 
Godavery is infested by larrc bands of Freebooters, known by the 
appellation of Naicks and ^ccls who prevent the cultivators from 
rcapmg their harvest, compel travellers and merchants to travel 
with large escort for thar safety and by their dmredaoons and 
cruelties have completely deprived the province of Berar of all 
mtemal tranquilhty At all tunes the ranra of hills which 
mtcrcscct Berar were chiefly inhabited by Freebooters, who sub- 
sisted either by plunder or by contnbunons from mhabitants or 
travellers who purchased an exemption from robbe^ by certain 
stipulated payments of money 'rtc mhabitants soured thar 
cr^ from depredation by giving up a certain portion of their 
harvests to the robbers and travellers and tncrchants paid a certam 
Tax to 8“cuT9 tbeiT persotu aud prop er ty from danger In the 
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course of rime, these duties or Roosoom, as they are called, became 
established and defined and they entitled tlie inhabitants to pro- 
tection from all depiedations whatsoever The Government 
sensible of the difficulty of extirpating a band of robbers, whose 
haunts were situated m tlie recesses or mountains, inaccessible to 
the. operations of regular troops, considered it a wise policy to 
encourage a mode of settlement -which furnished a general secunty 
to the inhabitants, travellers and merchants against aU thefts, 
robberies, and depredations. The Government not , only ac- 
knowledged such, engagement but pro^’lded for the - regular pay- 
ment of. the Roosoom. gave lands to the Naiks, and sometimes 
employed them m the service of the state 

10 But owing to the late w'ar, and subsequent famme, many 
villages were deserted, and the Naicks and Bheels lost the contri- 
butions' which they had formerly procured from them The free- 
booters took advantage of the disturbed state of the country to 
extend their ravages, many needy adventurers from all parts of 
Berar,' and some of the disbanded troops of Sindhia, Holkar and 
the^Bhonsla, joined them These parties become more large and 
formidable, and as the difficulty of subsistence mcreased \vith their- 
numbers, their predatory excursions .become more frequent, more 
distant and moie destructive Diffeient bands sometimes quarrel- 
led about their plunder, and many sangumary engagements have 
taken place between them But their injuries agamst one another 
have never been so destructive as their common injuries against 
the peaceable inhabitants of the country Large tracts of country 
near the hills have been left uncultivated Most of the villages m 
their neighbourhood have been deserted The mhabitants have 
flocked to the. walled towers, and near them even, the crops are 
not secuie from the wanton and merciless depredations of the 
Bheels Large bodies of these freebooters headed by their darmg 
leaders, range unrestramed throughout the country, and keep 
whole districts m a state of terror 

1 1 Rajah Mahipat Ram from indolence, from despair of sub- 
duing such enemies, or with a view to employ their services on 
some future occasion, not only took no active measures to restram 
them) but is even accused of havmg afforded them secret en- 
couragement, and of having shared their plunder Rajah Govmd 
Buksh has often attempted to restram their depredations, but the 
Bheels have m general succeeded m avoidmg such parties of Troops 
as have been employed against them The service is of so laborious 
and dangerous a nature that none of the Nizam’s officers enter 
upon It with any great degree of zeal The Cavalry is mcapable 
of actmg in the strong and rugged country to which the Bheels 
resort’ when they are pursued and even the Infantry cannot 
resort to their interior haunts 

12 But the chief obstacle, to the success of Rajah Govmd 
Buksh’s measures, has been the encouragement which tfie several 
Nafk? diate-neceived from Officers in the Nizam’s service, parti- 
ctilarly- f rom th?' Nabob Soobfian Kfian, It is a notorious fact that 
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Soobban KImn concerts the expeditions of plunder with the 
Naiks cmplojs some of his o\vn troop* in those expeditions, sup- 
plies tlic NaiU ^^lh ammunition and prmisions rccavc* the 
plunder m hit oum forts and retains a certain share of It for his 
own benefit Many of the Naiks with their families and property 
reside in the distncts belonging to Soobhan Khan under the imme- 
diate protection of hii amudan When an excursion hat taken 
place the plunder is com eyed to places belonging to Soobhan Khan 
borne part is retained by the Naiks and a certain poition u mren 
to the Amils of Soobhan Khan I have procured a statement from 
a Ponuguc^c Olbccr in the service of Soobhan Khan by which it 
appears that his share of the plunder since the termination of the 
late Mahrattah war exceeds tnc sum of sixteen lacks of rupees, 

13 SiKibhan Kliao hat never concealed hli enmity to the 
present ministers or his abhorrence of the English nation not 
satisfied with loading us with rancarous abuse, he applies the most 
contumaaous and abrading epithets to the Nabob Salabat Khan 
for hi8 obedience to the present minister and his attachment to 
many Brituh Officers Since the penod that Lieut Colonel 
Dovcion hii been m Benir Soobhan Khan has on no one occasion 
showed the slightest disposition to attend to the Colonel s sug 
gesnons or to obey any of the orders of Rajah Gonnd BuksK His 
time and attention are entirely occupied by hii connccaon with 
the Naiks, and m the accumulation of wealth denved from the 
plunder of the country 

14. Soobhan Khan is described to be a brave enterpnnng 
soldier of a fierce and turbulent disposition proud naughry and 
ambiuous From his diaraacr of iireguhr ambition his connee 
tion with many of the pnnapa] banditti in Berar his enmity to 
the present mimsten and his aversion for the British Government, 

I consider him be one of those military leaders who might m times 
of difficulty and confusion become extremely dangerous to our 
alliance with the Gorcrament and to the smbihty of our interest 
In the Deccan 

15 I hav c considered it nece ssa ry My Lord to be very full upon 
the charaCTcr and conduct of this pc^n m order that your Lord 
ship may be acquamted with the grounds upon which I was 
induced to comply with the Ministers earnest sohaiation that 
-I should imitc with him with suggesting the removal of Soobhan 
Khan from the Jagheers which he holds in the provmcc of Berar 

16. The Minister has often expressed his anxiety to liberate 
Berar from the present oppressions of the Bhecls and Naiks, who 
have desolated the countty and reduced its revenue so low that 
great difficulty is found to pass the troops that arc stationed there 
for Its defence. The Minister declared nis inability to accomplish 
any settlement with those freebooters so long as Soobhan Kbnn 
ihcmld retain his Jagheers m Berar that the conduct of that 
Officer had mvanably been insolent presumptuous and contiuna 
aous that he was worse than useless, and that he would himself 
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propose Soobhan Khan’s dismission from the service if such a 
proposition unsupported by my influence were likely to be acceded 
to by His Highness the Nizam 

17 It was thcrefoie deternuned tliat I should take no notice 
of Rajah Sukroodiir but that the Mimstei should propose the re- 
moval of Soobhan Khan from his Jagheers in Berar, and that 
1 should support that proposition in the presence of the Nizam 
The Minister in his usual spirit of moderation, declaied his readi- 
ness to retain Soobhan Khan in the service of tlie state, mth a 
paity of 500 SiUedar horse, to be pa.d from the treasury, and to 
continue to Soobhan Khan his personal Jagheer of fifty thousand 
Rupees 

- 18 As soon as the Nizam was suffiaently recovered to hold 
a public Durbar, I was invited to be present at His Highness’s 
reception of the Poona Vakil, Kistnajee Mankeshwar and I had the 
satisfaction to observe that His Highness’s demeanour and language 
towards the Vakeel were perfaedy courteous and conohatory 
Both the Vakeel and his Deputy received the usual presents of 
Jewels, and they were conducted to Durbar, and from the Durbar 
to their ' dwelhng, with the customary attentions and ceremomes 

19 On a subsequent day I proceeded to the palace for the 
purpose of presenting to His Highness Lieutenant Colonel 
Montresor and his general staff, on their return from die expedi- 
tion agamst Mahipat Ram The Colonel and the officers who 
accompanied him were treated wth great politeness by the Nizam, 
and received presents of jewels suitable to their respective ranks 

20 At length I wrote a note to the Minister to acquamt him 
that I had received a Khureetah from the Governor General to His 
Highness the Nizam, and to request that a day might be appomted 
for the dehvery of the letter When my note was conveyed to the 
Nizam, His Highness expressed great anxiety to learn the contents 
of the letter, and desired me to send a copy of it for his perusal 
On many occasions, I have dechned furnishing the Mimster, or the 
Nizam, with copies of the Governor General’s letter, in order that 
the contents of them might not become pubhc amongst a descrip- 
tion of persons, who are ready to prepare the Nizam for resistance 

' agamst every proposal from the British Government, but on the 
present occasion I thought it might be productive of considerable 
iienefit to give the Nizam an opportunity to examme, and com- 
prehend, the nature tendency and object of your Lordsbip’s 
remonstxances and advice It was my wish that the impression 
upon His Highness’s mind should be rather the dehberate result 
of his own reflection upon the contents of your Lordship’s letter, 
than the sudden effect of such arguments and remonstrances, as 
I rmght have to employ in his presence I therefore wrote a note 
to the Mimster, enclosing an authenticated copy of your Lordship’s 
letter, and stating, that as the letter contamed matter of high 
importance which would reqmre the serious attention and dehbe- 
-ation of the Nizam, I had sent it with a view that His Highness 
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might at hts leiinre u-dgh and reflect upon iti conicnti before 
I ^vnilctl upon him to propose the measures which I had been 
instructed to submit to Ills Highness s conaidcraijons, 

31 In the course of three or four days I was invited to an 
audience and accordingly proceeded to the Durliar After the 
usual cnquincs and coinplimcnu had passcti I delivered )our Lord 
khips khurcctah to Ills Highness who opened it and desired that 
the letter might be read to him by pnnapal Moonshcc. His High- 
net* appeared to direct all his attention to the contents of the letter 
and after the reading of it was finished he spoke to me nearly to 
<hc following effect That he was perfectly sensible of your Lord 

‘ ships motives m communicating to him j^our sentiments with 
frcMom and candour on tl c late occurrences and the present state 
of alToirs at this coun That he considered the British Government 
to be the guardian of the Asophia state and m tliat capaaty he 
looked up to }*Diir Ixirdship for adnee upon all subjects in which 
the interests of the two states were concerned that vrhen a refer 
cnee to your Lordship were Inconvenient or unnecessary he looked 
to me for counsel and assistance. That he hod always shown a 
ready disposition to be guided by such counsel as I haa from time 
to time given to him That he was determined to adhere faith- 
fully to all his engagements with the Company and that he mmed 
your Lordship would give credit to hit assertion and would relm 
c^utsh the suspiaons which you appeared to cnicrtam of the since 
nty of his sentiments, 

32 I replied that I was happ) to learn from His Highness 
himself that he was sensible of ine motives which had mduced 
your Lordship to wntc the present letter that I could assure His 
Highness of your Lordships reluctance even to employ the 
langua^ of rcmoniiniucc or compwint, or to enicrtam suspiaons 
of '^8 Highness s sincerity ‘But whatever your Lordship's per 
sonal feelings might be, it was necessary to sacrifice them to the 
important duty of watching over the rights and mtercsti of the 
Bntish Government and of scomng the bcnefiti of the alliance 
from the madunanoni and hostility bf those, who were mirmcal 
to the mutual interests of the two itaiea. That I had repeatedly 
informed His Highness ^of the danger of trusnng to mere assertion* 
and 'protestaaons of imcenty and friendship that one Government 
must judge of the fcdings and disposition of another Government 
^ Its acts and its general conduct and not by its language alone. 
Tnat although His Highness had, after much tedious altercarion, 
gradually consented to vanoo* measures which I had been the 
mitrumcnt of proposing to hi* consideration yet I had never di*- 
coverfcd any 'great vnllragnes* on the part bt Hi* Hig^ess, to 
adopt the advice of hi* ally and that I did not recollect one 
instance of Hi*‘ Highness’ having tpontaneously taken any means 
to TustifY the sincerity of hi* professions of regafd towards the 
Bntish Government. Indeed I was will convmced that many of 
the unpleaiant meamre*, which I had been compelled to propose to 
Hii Highness might have been avoided, if His Kghness had cither 
fbllowed the advice bf hi* minister or ^d of him*clf-coii*ulted his 
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o^vn inteiest or dignity, and tlie obligations of his aUiance with 
the Biitish Government That ceitamlythe whole course of events' 
for the last six months was sufficient to produce the most unfavour- 
able impressions on the imnd of the person least hable to suspicion 
or distiust That I should have betrayed the most sacred part 
of my duty if I had hesitated m commumcatmg my appiehensions 
to tlie Goveinoi General, or had concealed from the Imowledge of 
your Lordship, any of the circumstances upon which those appre- 
hensions weie founded I then leviewed the proceedings of Rajah 
Mahipat Ram and his associates from tlie peiiod at which I arrived 
at Hyderabad till their late lebelhon, and I commented m severe 
terms on the character and conduct of a desperate faction whose 
design was evidently to dissolve that alliance, which was essential 
to the existence of His Highness’s Government 

23 The Nizam did not attempt to oSer any excuse for the 
conduct of Mahipat Ram which His Highness persisted m attribut- 
mg to madness, but His Highness observed that he could not be 
lesponsible for the proceedmgs of a man, who was either so mad, 
or so foohsh, as wantonly to brmg destruction upon his own head 
I rephed that no one could deny the folly of Mahipat Ram’s con- 
duct, but I was by no means so ceitam of his madness That 
I attnbuted his conduct partly to his imschievous spirit and rest- 
less ambition, and partly to the knowledge or supposition, that his 
conduct was encouraged, and would be supported by persons in 
higher authority His Highness’s attention was much excited by 
this remark , but after musmg for some time, he only observed, 
that It was the charactei of madness to fancy the most improbable 
thin gs 

24 I then reverted to the subject of your Lordship’s letter 
and requested His Highness’s attention, both to the matter which 
It contained, and to the spirit m which it was written It was the 
constant object of the Governor Geneial’s soliatude to prevent the 
relations of harmony and friendship between the two states from 
hemg disturbed It was equally the wish, the duty, and the 
mterest, of the British Government to provide for the security of 
His Highness’s throne, the dignity of fus family, the prosperity 
of his country, and the mdependence of his power But whatever 
our inclination might be our anxiety and our exertions would be 
vam and useless, if His Highness should refuse all confidence to 
his ally, and took to other quarters for assistance and support 
No friendship could be permanent, of which mutual confidence 
was not the basis , and how could His Highness feel that degree 
of confidence, which was so essential to the continuation of the 
subsistmg affiance, if he persisted in looking for counsel to those 
alone who were mimical to the British Government, and if he 
suffered Ins mind to be agitated by the most unjust and unfounded 
suspiaons of our character and designs As long as His Highness 
did not feel imphcit confidence m the justice, probity and faith of 
his ally, so long would the pnnciple and essence of the alliance 
contmue vitiated and corrupted, and the affiance itself be subject 
to aU the accidents, which attended friendships that were not 

32 
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ccmcnictl by iTcction The prcfcnt alliance u-as founded on a 
union of inicrest though it WTit true that the intcrcsi* of cadi itatc 
were of a very different degree The particular intercju of the 
Bntiah Goicmment ai connected wth Ills Highness b Goi’cmment 
were merdy those of cicry millzcd mate that diltimrcd tlic aru 
of peace, and was naturall) anxtoui to lire on terms of friendship 
and liarmony mth its nctghliour and the general interests of the 
British nation were connected mih the repose and tranquilhty of 
the uholc of Indio. But the interests of Hii Highness s Govern 
ment in ns alliance with the Bntish nation compwended its ■very 
cxutcncc ai an independent power Every consideration therefore 
of policy as well as of honour and good faith required that His 
IBghncss sliould manifest a religious obscrrancc of his engage 
ments and should act towanis us with the most cordial spirit of 
attachment 

35 Tlie Nizam appeared to paj great attention to this dis- 
course and the Minimcr went over the same ground and illustrated 
the pnnaples which regulated the conduct of the British Gorem 
mem by me history of our transactions In India The Minister 
was very profuse in his assurances that the Nizam understood and 
felt all the advantages of hit present connection with the British 
Government and said that I was not to judge of His Highness t 
sentiments by the opinions and conduct of a feu desperate men 
who were mimical to the alliance and might vnsh to prejudice the 
Nizam against it 

26. I observed that late occurrences had made so unfavour 
able an impression on the mind of the Governor General that his 
Lordship had deemed it wecessaty to recall the attcnliotv o£ the 
Nizam to.-thc obligaoon of his atiiancc and to point out the hne 
of condua which was requisite for the Nizam to pursue if His High 
ness wuhed to preserve those advantages which he had den^d 
from our fncndship and support. That the whole letter was 
wntten m the most conabatoiy tone, and contained just that Und 
of language which onC fnend would address to another on a subject 
concemiog their most important mterests That it was his Lord- 
ships wuh to remove from the mind of the Nizam, every impres- 
sion of alarm and apprehension and to restore to it that confid- 
ence, which was to esscndal to the harmony and union of the two 
states. That I fervently hoped His Highness would regulate his 
conduct by the salutary counsel which the letter contmned, and 
that he would not compel the Bntish Government to adopt any 
measure of a different complexion from those, which I should have 
to offer to his consideration. 

27 I then stated that Mahipat Ram contmued to employ the 
Nizami name as an authonty for all his late violent proceedmgt 
that he kept up a constant corre sp ondence with his fnends in these 
territoncs that the names of persons of very high rank and co” 



Nizam’s aff^^s 


251 


sideration, foi whom. I had always entertained a profound respect 
had been mentioned as facihtatmg the transmission of letters 
fiom Holkai’s Camp to the Nizam’s palace, and fiom the palace 
to Holkai’s Camp I paiticulaily obseiwed that Moontizimoo 
Dowla whose partiahty towaids Mahipat Ram was suffiaently 
notorious had continued to maintain a regular intercourse with that 
rebel and mtli certain persons m the city The Nizam, apparently 
■witli some surprize, asked me whether I a edited all the mteUi- 
gence I received I said that I had taken particular pams to ascer- 
tam tlie truth of die information which had been communicated 
to me, that it had been procured from several distinct sources , and 
that I had no cause to imagine that I was much deceived I then 
read some papers of mteUigence, wluch I had procured from the 
city, from Aurangabad, from Burhanpur and from Holkar’s Camp, 
respecting the language held by Mahipat Ram , and his mtercourse 
with. Hyderabad and Moontizimoo Dowlah His Higlmess turned 
' towards the Minister and enquired whether he had received any 
intelhgence of that description The Minister rephed that all the 
Akhbars he had received coiroborated what I had mentioned and 
that copies of those Akbars had been regulaily submitted to His 
Bbghness 


28* I tlien said that the Governor General had, m his letter, 
alluded to certain arrangements and measures, the adoption of 
which was calculated to secure the tranquilhty of these territories 
from the machinations of our common enemies, and to convmce 
the Governor General of His Highness’s disposition to discourage 
those who were mimical to the combined interests of the two 
states That the measures, to which the Governor General parti- 
cularly alluded, weie the removal of Mahipat Ram’s family from 
Hydrabad to some convenient place under the dominion of the 
British Government, and the dismissal of Moontezimoo Dowlah 
from the Killehdaree of Dowlatabad That the first measure would 
deprive Mahipat Ram of all hope of return to Hydrabad, and 
might operate as some check on his future proceedmgs That with 
reference to the tranqmlhty of Berar, it was highly expedient that 
so important a post as the fort of Dowlatabad should not remam 
m the custody of an officer who was notoriously associated with a 
rebel to the state I observed that the family of Mahipat Ram 
might perhaps wish to retire to Benares, where it might remam m 
perfect security and would be subjected to no unnecessary restramt 
or personal danger 

29 The Nizam showed no symptoms of dissatisfaction at 
these proposals, but merely desired the Mimster to see that they 
were carried mto efEect The Mimster then addressed the Nizam 
upon the subject of Soobhan Kdian’S conduct developed the whole 
of his connection with the Naiks and Bheels, produced statements 
of the plunder which had been collected by that officer, and loudly 
complamed of Ins insolence and disobedience After the Mmister 
had concluded, I observed that I was happy he ' had made the 
Nizam so fully acquainted with the proceedmgs of Soobhan Khan, 
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whose conduct had long exated inj attention and aiirpnzc. That 
Sooblian Khnn lind never shown the slightest disposition to act in 
obctlicncc to the onlcrs of Llcui Colonel Do\ cion that latterly he 
bad engaged in a clandctitlnc correspondence of a susplaoui nature 
witli Manipat Ram and Mooniczimoo Dowlah tliat the senn 
iTvcnts he always expressed of the llnttsh Government and of its 
alliance uitli tint state comincctl me that he is one of that 
desperate faction nho were impatient to unite in open hostifity 
against us. TIic Minister resumed the subject and stated that it 
would I)c impo^silile to come to any satisfactory arrangement vrith 
the freebooters who dcsolatcrl Rcrar ns long as Soobhan KIwn 
retained Ins Jaghcer in that prodnee TTiat the connection of 
Soobhan Khan with those frcctwotcn the turbulence of Ins chamc 
ter his open contempt of all the ministers orders added to the 
dangerous tendency of Ins \acirs rcnderctl it of extreme importance 
to recall him to the capital to resume his Jaghccne and to dcpnvc 
him of all influence in Hcrar Tlic Nizam appeared to be 
sensible of the propneij of the Ministers advacc and asked me 
whether I thought this arrangement would tend to remove the 
unfavourable impression whlcli the Governor General had received 
from the late occurrences m these tcmtoncs I rcplictl that I was 
perfectly confident of the cxpc<licncy and imiwrtancc of adopting 
the Nfinlstcrs advice and that I could venture to assure His High 
ness of your Lottlihips being much gratified at the anxict} which 
he expressed to remove those impraoions which your Lordship 
had rcluctantl) admitted after an attentive revacw of the state of 
affairs at this Court Tlic Minister proposed that Soobhan Khan 
should be retained in the scmcc watn a part) of 500 horse to be 
paid from the Treasury that he should continue to cnioy his 
personal estate and that he should be recalled to the capital The 
Nizam cxprcsscvl lus approlation of these measures and autho- 
nzed the necessary ortlcrs to be prepared for his signature. 

3 a His Highness then dircctetl the Minister and Ihtisamool 
Moolk to prepare an appropnatc answer to the letter from the 
Governor General and desired that when the draft was prepared 
it might be brought to him for examination and correction 'Uis 
Highness aftenvards addressed himself to me and repeated his 
usual professions of regard and attachment towards the British 
Government assured me that he was much gratified by the warm 
interest which your Lordship exp re ss ed for the prospenty of the 
Assofiah state, and that he would on every occasion imphady 
follow your Lordships advice. His Highness also said many 
flattermg* things to me and thanked me for the repeated proofs he 
had cxpencncod of ray attadiment to his person and family But 
he requested that I would not suffer afiy suspiaon of his smeenty 
to remain m the mind of your Lordship but that I would exert 
myself to restore the most entire confidence to both parties 
I made a suitable answer to what His Highness had saia and 
1 assured him that your Lordships confidmee would be restored 
the moment His Highness 8 conduct should justify the sincerity of 
his professions 
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Letter No 13 — Sydenham reports the death of Meer Alliim on the 
8th December 1808 and his last mterview with him 


From— T SYDENHAM, RESIDENT AT HYDRABAD, 

To— THE RT HON’BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 


Hyderabad, the loth December 1808 

1 am much concerned to announce to your Loidship the 
melancholy 'intelligence of the deatli of Meer Allum Since the 
commencement of the cold season, he complamed of oppression at 
Ins chest and of rheumatic p)ams in his head But there were no 
symptoms which foreboded any danger until the 4th or 5th of 
December, when his debihty became moie apparent and it seemed 
doubtful whether he could hve much longer I saw him on the 
eveiung of the 5th when he was scarcely able to sit up on his bed 
to receive me He was in the clear and entire possession of his 
faculties, and spoke to me ivith great calmness of his appi caching 
fate Without despamng of recovery, he had prepared his mind 
to meet death wth composure and resignation He thanked me for 
the many proofs he had received pf my friendship, and said that 
he carried with him to the grave the warmest feehngs of gratitude 
and attachment towards the British Government He alluded, 
very distantly and dehcately to the situation m which his family 
and especially Moomrul Moolk, would be left by his deatli and he 
recommended them all to my piotection and guardianship of the 
Nizam or this Government he said very little His voice became 
so feeble that I could not understand him distinctly , hut he 
appeared to mean that the Nizam was surrounded by men who 
would bring destruction on this state, if we did not watch them 
narrowly and remove the Nizam from their mfluence Aftei a 
short pause, he said “God in Heaven only knows what wiU become 
of him” meanmg I thought the Nizam 

2 Durmg the 6th and the 7th he remained neaily m the 
same state, but on the 8th his weakness was extreme, and it was 
evident that he had not long to hve Towards the evemng of that 
day he became drowsy and reluctant to move His memory began 
to fail and his apprehension and utteiance to get mdistmct About 
10 o’clock at night he was almost msensible and motionless and in 
that state he hngered on till the midmght, when he expired with- 
out -a struggle or a groan There was no symptom of any parti- 
cular disease so distmcdy marked, as to enable his medical 
attendants to attribute his death to any other cause, than the gra- 
dual exhaustion of his debihtated frame, and the slow and almost 
msensible dissolution of his vital powers 
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1 On the morning of the 9ih hli remains were carried to a 
smalt tomb at the common Ininal place of the Muwlmani of the 
Shiah Sect flic Mir as M)on as lie was appointed Minister had 
caused a tomb to be built in a small spot of ground ^nihm the 
aiy which he liad purclua<cd for that partimlar purpose. Before 
his death he ga\e directions that he mlgiit be buned m that tomb 
but the Nizam ihoucht proper to prevent the Mcers wall from 
being earned into clTect and ordered tliat his remains should be 
placed either m the Tomb of Austoojah or In the common bury 
ing ground The Mlrs relations prclcrrcd the latter The func 
raf was perfectly simple All those Omrahs who were in any vray 
conncctc<l \%ath or attachevl to the Mccr attended his body to the 
grave and man) thousands of the poor of the city crowded the 
streets through whidi the bo<l) was cametL There avas a general 
emotion of concern and distress through the aty I liclicvc that 
there arc very feu persons who do not look upon the Mirs death 
as a great public calamity 

4. I dircacd that the minute guns to the number of fifty-6vc, 
should be fired in the Bntish Cantonment and both there and at 
the Rcsidcnc) the flag was homed half mast high as a mark of 
respea to the memory of the deceased Minister 

5 The Nizam very foolishly ordered a body of troops to 
assemble at the pbcc, and this order joined to his preventing the 
Mirs iKKly from lieing deposited in the Tomb which was prepared 
for u cxaied considerable disgust and some clamours amongst the 
populace. However there was no tumult or disorder and there is 
not the slightest appearance that the present tranquillity will be in 
any way disturbed 


Letter No 14 — ^Tbe enclosure to this covering note is important. 
The cndostire Is a copy of Sydenham 1 address to Lord 
Minto dated the aoth January 1809 in which Sydenham 
discusses the three plans about appomtment of a successor 
to Meer ABam — the late Prune Minister to the Nizamu 
The three persons in view arc Prmce Naiir Jong, Shamiul 
Umra and MunimI Mnlk. Having stated the advantages 
and disadvantages of each plan he awaits the pleasure of 
the Nizam and views of the Governor GeneraL 


From— T SYDENHAM RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 


To-R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

Hyderabad, the 9th March 1809. 

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of my dispatch 
No 17 to the Right HonTile the Governor General 
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To— THE RIGHT HON’BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR 
GENERAL 

My Lord, 

Tlie several dispatclies, which I have done myself the honour 
to address to your Lordship, lespectmg the present state of affairs 
at this court contain perhaps all the intoi matron which is sufficient 
to enable Government to come to an immediate decision upon the 
impoitant subject that has been referred by the Nizam to the 
consideration of your Loidslnp in Council, but it may be satis- 
factory to your Lordship to be furnished witli the result of my 
dehberations upon the most advantageous arrangement for the 
Government of this state, with reference to the actual condition of 
affairs at this Court, the personal disposition and chaiacter of the 
Nizam, and the futuie stability of our affiance 

2 As the Right of tlie British Government to mteipose its 
influence m the selection of a successoi to the office of prime 
minister and consequently m the general arrangement for the 
Government of this country has been clearly and formally acknow- 
ledged by tlie Nizam and as His Highness has declared his resolu- 
tion to be gmded by the advice of his ally m framing that arrange- 
ment, It only remains foi us to consider winch mode of arrange- 
ment is likely to he most agieeable to tlie Nizam himself and most 
conducive to the permanent mteiests of the alhed states 

3 1 have alieady taken the hbeity to expiess an opmion tliat 
the mterests of tlie British Government will be best consulted by 
that mode of arrangement which shall leave to Rajah Chandulal 
the largest share of active mfluence and authonty m the future 
administration of the count! y, and although I am far from ascnb- 
mg to the Rajah any distinguished or extiaordmary merit on his 
capacity of a mimster yet when Ins character and quahfication are 
brought into comparison with those of any other public officer at 
this Court, I can consciously declare that m my judgment there is 
no other arrangement which is likely to be more conducive to the 
prosperity of this country ' 

4 From the confidence which the Nizam on the whole has 
reposed m Chandu Lai for the last two yeais, and the mfluence 
which that person has acqmred over the greater part of the Mahal, 
It may fairly be concluded that there is no man on whose character 
we could place any dependence, who would altogether be so" 
acceptable to the Nizam and his family 

5 I am therefore of qpmion that the permanency of Chandu- 
lal’s influence and control over the executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment should be made the leadmg prmciple of every arrange- 
ment for tlie futuie administration of this country 

6 It IS very much ivitli a view to that important object, that 
I should be disposed to estimate the comparative advantages of the 
several plans that have been referred to your Lordship’s considera- 
tion 
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7 Tlic nro plans winch I consider the most eligible arc, either 
the appointment of the Pnnee Nosir Jane as Wullcc Ahud leaving 
all the Lxccuiuc dimes of the minlstcn^ oHicc to lire control ann 
direction of Rajah Cliandulal gr the appointment of a regular 
successor to Mccr Alum who would be likely to admit Cbandu 
1^1 to hi* confidence and allow Inm to exemte lire same authoniy 
wliidi iras delegated to him by Mccr Allum. 

8 In m) olTicial dispatch No 14 I have ventured to express 
my opinion of the advantages of the former of tlicse plans but at 
that lime I conccii-cd that it avould not suit the jealous temper of 
the Niram Howc\cr since that dtspatch \ras wnitcn the subject 
has been much discussctl in the Manal and the phn has been 
scnously recommended to the Nizam Ixnh by the eldest Begums 
and the Cliandnee Begum his faxountc wife and the mother of 
Nasir Jang The Nizam lias consented to the celebration of the 
nupiiais of Nosir Jang with the daugliter of the Pnnee Akbar Jah 
and intends that his son shall In future ha\c a separate establish 
ment suitable to the rank and dignity of thc^ ostensible heir to the 
throne. I do not exactly know w nether these arrangcmenti should 
be considered as indicatiic of the Nizams wiihcs to confer the 
office of Wullcc Ahud upon his son but I understand that His 
liiglincss has expressed no objection to the plan and the Begums 
seem assured of ms ultimate consent to it. 

9, If the Nizam should prepare the plan himself or if we 
could ascertain tliat ic would Ire agreeable to him I am of opimon 
that It should be encouraged though not pressed upon his accept 
ancc. Tlic ad\*aniagcs of this plan appear to me to be these — 

ist — It will secure Rajah Chandulal the cxcraic of that 
degree of influence and auinonty which wall be *0 conducive to 
the tranquillity and prospcniy of the country and to the interest* 
of the alhance. 

end — It mil be acceptable to afl the family of the. Nizam, 
vnth the cxccpnon of the Furzand Bcmim and Juhaoparmir 
Begum, the sister and mecc of Moonccnil Moolk, and it wiU secure 
to ui the fncndship and regard of the Chandni Begum, who 
possesses the entire confidence of the Nizam. 

SrdL — It mil put an end to all competition for the office of 
Minister and it will obviate those feelings of jealousy and dis- 
appointment and ambidon whidi may be produced by conferring 
the office upon any of the Omrahs about the court. 

4th. — It will be agreeable to the chief of the Pagah Party and 
to many of the prmapal Omrahs of the state. 

5th- — ^It will faalitatc the natural succession to the throne 
without any danger of- disturbance or dispute. 
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6th — It mil lemovc the youn^ pnnce fiom the tutelage ot 
Ignorant women, and di'^pel the piejudices and of his 

costly education hefoie they have time to take too deep a root in 
his mind It will exeicise his understanding m the business of hfe, 
It will lender him gradually acquainted with our character prin- 
ciples and maxims ol policy, it will familiarize him to our measure 
and habits it will enable him to acqune coirect notions of oar 
power and resouices, and a just conception of his real interests 
In short it will give him a good political education and will 
insensibly qualify him to fill the throne to which he is heir 

10 Tlie two Omrahs who appear to me to have the strongest 
pretention to the office of Ministei aie Shamsul Omrah, and 
Moomiul Mulk Neidier of them are qualified foi the situation , 
but certainly of the two, Moonirul Moolk has more natural talent, 
experience, more practice in business, and moie knowledge of the 
European character On the otlier hand the family of Shamsul 
Omrah is more ancient, more powerful and more respected He is 
at the Head of tlie largest hlihtary party m the state and possesses 
exclusive Jaghiis Moonirul Moolk has no Military power, and 
though his personal propeity be consideiahle, his Jaghirs are very 
tiiflmg Shamsul Omrah looks more to the dignity of the station, 
and Moonir-ul-Moolk more to its emoluments Though Shamsul 
Omrah be inferior m talent, yet his charactei is by no means so 
exceptionable as that of Moonirool Moolk Besides Shamsul 
Omrah ivill have the benefit of his uncle’s advice and assistance, 
who has a very sound judgment and is much respected by the 
Nizam Shamsul Omrah will place imphcit confidence m Chandu- 
lal and I am very much afraid that Moonirool Moolk will always 
be jealous of him 

1 1 The advantages which are hkely to attend the appoint- 
ment of Shamsul Omrah are — 

I St — ^That Chandulal would possess and would be at hberty to 
exercise, complete authority over the Government of the country 

and — rhat the ministry would probably be conducted with 
becoming dignity, steadiness and regularity 

3rd — ^That we should be able to attach to ourselves the most 
powerful and respectable party m the state 

I a The advantages which would arise from the elevation of 
Munirul Moolk to the office of mmister, proceed, first from his 
close connection with Meer Allum, which would probably mducc 
him to foUow the system of his predecessor, and ought to attach 
him to the mterests of the British Government and secondly, from 
the personal experience he has had of the operation of the alliance 
and his knowledge of our character, habits and modeS of transact- 
ing business 

33 
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13 The objections against his being appointed arc — 

lit — ^TIic unccrfnni^ iNjiciUcr the Ni/imt scntimcnti o£ 
Moonirul Moolk be really changed and whether Mooninil Moolk. 
ti likely to retain any Inllucncc o\cr Highness 

'•nil — ^TIic jcnlousj whicli Moonirul MoolL entertaim of 
Kajah Chandu Lai nnu the unccrtamiy whether they can ever be 
comially united 

14. In estimating the degree of ncight that ought to be 
attnchctl to these objections it will lie necessary to take into con 
Ridcntion the follouing arcumstance* — 

isr — ^Tliat Chandni Begum btiiig the eldest and favoiintc 
mfc of the Nizam must feel some ^calonsy at the Juhan Panrar 
Begum who though she docs not enjoy so mucli consideration in 
ihc fanuly of IIis Highness aspires to moic dignity from her 
connecimn \suh Arimul Omrah and from the ceremony of her 
marnngc having l>cen celebrated witli the greatest publipty and 
splendour Both these Begums hate liomc several children but 
tnosc b) the Chnndni Degum arc much older and her eldest son is 
called liurrc Saheb and it considered to be the natural heir to the 
throne. It has already occurred to the Chandni Begum that if 
Moonirul Moolk be appointed Minister and be supported b) the 
Bntuh Government he ma) endeavour to fix ihc successor m the 
eldest son of the Ni^am by the Juhan Pinvar Begum who is 
anxious to marry her eldest daughter to Abdulla Sahib the ton of 
Moonirul Moolk and grandson of Mccr Allam At all cvenu 
Moonirul Moolk and his family vviU alwajai be objecu of jealousy 
to the Chandni Begum who has most mflucncc in the Mahal and 
he must depend upon the support of his niece who it by no means 
a favountc with the Nizam, 

nd — That Chandu Lai from the eincerc respea which he 
feels for the memory of Mecr AUura, would not attempt to oppose 
the views of Moonirul Moolk» yet 11 is certain that he would 
prefer the appointment of a Wuilce Ahud or of Sharasul Omrah 
He is fearful that Moonirul Moolk, when once fixed m office 
would endeavour to dcpnvc him of the confidence of the Nizam 
and to dnve him from the situation of Paishkar To account for 
the alarm which Chandu Lai feels on this subject it is necessary 
that I should state to your Lordship that some months before the 
death of Mccr Allum Moonirul Moolk attempted to depnve 
Chandu Lai of the office of Paoahkar and to procure it for Shir 
Prasad who had cither paid, or offered, to Moomrul Moolk one 
lack of rupees for his services on that occasion I do not know 
how far the mtngue set on foot by Moonirul Moolk might have 
proceeded if I had not disclosed it to Mccr Allum who instantly 
put a stop to It by threatemug to banish Moonirul Moolk to 
Aurangabad, The Mccr afterwards reconciled Chandu Lai to 
Moomrul Moolk, and as both pames teemed satisfied the Meet 
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solicited tliat I would not mention the circumstance m my pubbc 
correspondence noi should I think it necessary to recur to it at 
present, if I were not desirous of showing that the apprehension 
felt by Chandulal is not quite imaginaiy and if Moomrul Moolk 
had not lately repeated his attempts to injuie Chandu Lai, by 
accusations before the Nizam veiy prejudicial to the character of 
the Rajah, and by getting his niece to advise the Nizam to bestow 
the office of Paishkar on Roop Lai 

15 If the three plans, whicli I have mentioned, weie equally 
agreeable to tlie Nizam, and that his choice did not appear to 
mduce more to one than the otlier, I should prefer the appoint- 
ment of Nasir Jang as Wullee Aliiid or Nominal Minister, leavmg 
all tlie executive duties of the office to the control of Rajah Chandu 
Lai If the Nizam did not manifest some anxiety to carry that 
plan into effect, hut seemed to incline to the regular appointment 
of a hiimstei, I should on the whole prefer the appomtment of 
Shamsul Omrah to that office But it His Highness evinced the 
slightest objection to tlie appointment of Shamsul Omrah and con- 
tinued to manifest a favourable disposition towards Moomrul 
Moolk, it might then be advisable to confirm^ his choice of the 
latter person 

16 It would not perhaps be difficult to ascertain the real 
sennments of the Nizam, by laying the three plans before him and 
by desiring him to exercise a perfect liberty m the choice of one 
of them Nor nould it be difficult to direct his choice if your 
Lordship should conceive any of the plans to be decidedly superior 
to the other two an indirect hint to Chandu Lai, Rooplal, Umjudul 
Moolkj and the Begum would piobably be all that is necessary to 
get the Nizam to propose either of the tliree plans and the 
slightest recommendation from your Lordship would determine 
His Highness’s choice in favour of that plan, which your Lordship 
might consider to be the best suited to the mutual mterests of the 
allied states 

17 Until I shall be honoured with your Lordship’s decision 
upon this important subject, I shah contmue to observe the most 
scrupulous neutrality and shall cautiously abstam from all further 
agitation of the question , so that I may be at perfect hberty to 
give the fullest effect to any system of measures that your Lordship 
may judge to be best adapted to the temper of this Court, most 
agreeable to the personal feehngs of the Nizam, and most favour- 
able to the permanent mterests of the British Government 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your- most obedient humble servant, 

Hyderabad T SYDENHAM, 

The 20th January 1809 Resident at Hyderabad 
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Letter No 15.^ — ^Thc enclosure to this covering note li important 
The enclosure is a copy of S3rdcnluim*f eddress to the Gover 
nor*Gcncral doted February 1809 The entire address hai 
not been communicated to Jenkins but only from panu ry 
This document contains the names of all the claimants to 
the ofTice of Prime Minister and an estimate of their charac 
ter and lultabihy to the office. The part played by the 
Begums is significant and Is fully cxplamcd The ac 
componying papers arc also important 

From— T DI NIIAM RESIOrNT AT mDERABAD 

To-R JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hydenbad the i7ih Apnl 1809. 

I have ibc honour to transmit to you copies of the enclosures 
to my ofliaal djspatdi No 15 to the Governor General 
• • * • 

17 I i)cg leaic to refer your Lonbhip to the papers marked 
A whjch form an appendix to this dispatch for nn account 
of the measures taken by Umiudul Moolk to obtam the office 
of Minuter for hii ficphciv ana of the communications tvhich hate 
passed bctuccn us on that subject. Your Lordship wiU observe 
that these Omrahs at first declined the encouragement which 
ivas hdd fonh to them to apply for tlic situation tliat aftemards 
they did not agitate the subject at Court until they had previously 
ascertained that I should not oppose their news and that their 
proceedings and communications arc disnnguishcd by great frank 
ness and dignity 

18 As It mil rest mth your Lordship to dcadc what degre e 

of support It may suit our interests to afford to the pretentions 
of these Omrahs it may be satisfactory to your Lordship to be 
made acquainted mth my sentiments resp^mg their diaracter 
Shamsul Omrah is a voung man about oS years old, fair hand 
some, of mild duposition and manners. His understanding is 
said to be weak and there is a vacancy in the expression of his 
countenance which itrongly confirms that report He has a 
difficulty of utterance, and seldom speaks He u cunous m all 
articles of European manufacture and is ambitious of having his 
house, furniture and equipage as much as possible accordmg to 
the European fashion. He takes great delight in mechanics 
handicra^ and the popular experiments of natural philosophy 
The whole of his time is devoted to those and he leaves 

the management of the affairs and the command of his party 
to his maternal uncle Urajud-ul Moolk. 

19 Umzud u! Moolk is an elderly man with much the 
appearance of a respectable old soldier His demeanour is grave, 
and his manners arc formal. He is pcrefcctly ilhteratc, and very 
Ignorant, but he seems to possess a certain rectitude of judgment 
and a plain downnght sense, which enable him to conduct him 
self With admirable decorum, propenety and steadiness He was 
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always tieated with great confidence by the late Nizam and the 
present Nizam looks up to him with much deference and respect 
He is not often consulted, but whenevei his opinion ha"? been re- 
quired It always appeared to me to be plam, honest and much to 
tlie purpose He is said to be constant and uniform m his fnend- 
ship, and extremely punctual in the performance of his engage- 
ments He has not much experience m business and tire concerns 
of the Pagah Lands and tire payment of the Pagah troops are let 
entirely to the management of Mootesuddies of whom Jaishankar 
Dass is at present the principal 

20 In both these Omrahs I have always observed consider- 
able dignity and steadiness of character and conduct, a pride 
which renders them much above aU petty intrigue and all jealousy 
of the adi'^ancement and good terms of other persons • They seem 
too conscious of the supenority of their rank and station to fear any 
competitor They confiine themselves to their own busmess and 
appear to take no interest m other people’s concerns They are 
fond of havmg Europeans m their service and treat them ivith 
great consideration and kmdness Smce my arrival at this place 
their conduct has been perfectly unexceptionable I have never 
heard anythmg of them which could lead me to suspect that they 
arc at all mimical to the mterestts of the alliance and mdeed 
Umzad-ul-Moolk (as your Lordship will perceive by some of my 
dispatches to Sii George Barlow) has frequently exerted his in- 
fluence over the Nizam’s mind to the benefit of the alliance Al- 
though I have had very little personal intercourse with them, we 
legularly exchange complimentary messages and they have always 
been extremely civil and courteous to me 

21 Though Umzudul Moolk announced his mtention to me 
of addressing an Arzee to the Nizam on the subject of Shamsul 
Omrah’s views, yet I have not learnt that he has made so direct an 
application to His Highness to appomt his eldest son, Munster 
Indeed it is probable that the measure of constituting the young 
Diince, Wallee Ahud, would be so agreeable to the leaders of the 
i’agah party as weU as to most of the Omrahs about the Court that 
Umzadiil Moolk would not think of placmg the pretentions of 
Shamsul Omrah m competition with such an arrangement 

22 Previously to the death of Meer Allum, it did not appear 
that Moomrul Moolk had the most distant expectation of succeed- 
mg his father-m-law When the Meet, a short time before be 
became insensible, took a last leave of the females of his family, 
he looked at his daughter, the mfe of Moomrul Moolk, with great 
tenderness and concern, and said “If your brother Mir Dowran, 
had been ahve, my office rmght have descended to my family, but 
the Nizam bears such enmity towards your husband that His 
Highness will nevei be brought to confer my office upon him God 
knows whether he mil be suffered to enjoy hberty or life I have 
hved longer than I expected and I am satisfied The only anxiety 
I feel is for you, your husband and your children I leave you 
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all to the protcaion of my fnend Captain Sydenham and I know 
he mil nc\cr forsake you Consider nim as tJic guardian of your 
diildrcn If it had not pleased God to take away my son but 
the Mccr could not proceed and bunt mto tears, Ihcsc were 
almost the last words that he uttered k\cn at the funeral of 
Meet Allum the gntf of Moomnil Moolk seemed to be t^uuc 
aljsorbcd m fcan for his property and life. He repeatedly asked 
my Mowhcc uhether he might depend upon the safety of his 
person that he uould almndon his property and be satisfied iMih 
an asylum at the Rcsidcnc) 1 rom this state of suspense and am 
tation he ivas rcccncd mth great kindness bj the Nizam who spoke 
ro him m terms of consolation of the death of Mccr Allum and 
who sent a message of assurance to the xrholc family IIis High 
ness ordered him to attend at the palace tmcc a day and by his 
bngua^ and demeanour taught him to believe that he would 
immctlntclv succcctl his father mliw Indeed such was the gene- 
ral expectation of this event tint some of the Courtics and rvlooic 
suddies proposed to present their Nuzzurs to him 

^3 Moomrul Moolk suggested the propriety of His High 
ness I wTiiing a note to me to announce his mtcniion and tlial uic 
Juhan Panvar Bcmim sent the draft of a note for His Highness s 
consideration Inc Nizam approved of the draft the note vras 
wntren and sealed and I was Jed to expea the nxcipt of it IIovv 
^cr His Highness did not send the note and when he was urged 
to dispatch It by the Juhan Pantar Begum he replied that neither 
she nor her unde underwood the forms, which ought to be ob- 
served on such occasions. That a letter to the Governor General 
informing the death of the late hUrustcr must precede any intima 
tion to the Resident of his intention to appoint another that mca 
•urcs of such importance should not be hastily taken and that he 
ought not to make the appointment without first consulting the 
Residents advice At the repeated soliaiation of Juhan Parwar 
Begum he promised to sneak to me on the subjea the first amc 
I should attend the Durnar and when 1 went to the palace 
Moomrul Moolk said to me aside that His Highness intended to 
require any opinion respecang a successor to Mccr Allum tliat he 
Was tlic servant of the Comp.nny and that he looked up to me for 
everything in life. However the Nizam neither on that nor a 
Mibsequcnt occasion spoke a word upon the subject nor did His 
f-fighness give me any opportuoi'y of alluding to it 

24- The sudden and violent change in His Highness s dis 
position towards Moomrul Moolk was the cause of no less surpnze 
and wonder to me than to every person m the aty For the last 
three ycais His Highness has uimormly betrayed the most ranco- 
rous animosity against Moomrul Moolk, and never mentioned his 
name bur warn the most abusive epithets. I recollca that Moomrul 
Moolk m the presence of Meet Anum, once told me that the Nizam 
declared, that he wished that Moonmil Moolk was cut into TrmTT 
pieces to feed the Crows at the palace gate. Indeed I imagined 



nizvm's affairs 


263 


that a great deal of the Nizam’s ill-hiimoui towards tlie Meer 
proceeded from his violent haticd of Moonirui Moolk, and I often 
recommended to the Meer that they should live separately, or tliat 
Mooniiul Moolk should go and live at Aurangabad, with expecta- 
tion that absence might dimmish His Highness’s animosity 

25 It was sometime before I could come at any distinct 
information of the courses of tins extiaordmary change I have 
now ascei tamed that Moonirui Moolk set on foot a negotiation foi 
tlie place of Minister as soon as Meer Allum’s case became hope- 
less, that he procured the support of Jyniatoonissa Begum (the 
Nizam’s motlier) by die promise of a large sum of money and by 
engaging to ciTcer the iclcase of Rajah Rajendra that he pi evaded 
upon the Chandni Begum to use her influence m Ins favour by the 
offei of 50,000 Rupees and by making her believe diat Chandu 
Lai’s mteicsts were as mucli concerned as his own in the proposed 
•riangemcnt, and that he obtained their gcncial consent to the 
olan, by pcisuadmg them, diat he had secured the suppoit of the 
British Government There can be no doubt, that not only the 
Begums, but even die Nizam were impiessed with a belief amount- 
ing to conviction that it would be vain to propose any other person 
but MooiiiRd Moolk for the oflicc of Minister because we were 
resolved at all ha'zaids to insist upon his nomination The corres- 
ponding reports which have reached me from distinct sources of 
intelligence, the frank declaration of Chandu Lai, the eagerness 
and anxiety of Moonirui Moolk to precipitate the Nizam into 
formal declaration of lus intention and finally die course of subse- 
quent events, all these, taken together amount to a clear proof of 
the means which Moonirui Moolk employed to secure die object of 
his ambition 

16 It was some time before the Nizam and the Begums began 
m suspect that we had not come to a previous determmation to 
favour the pretentions of Moonuail Moolk against every compe- 
titor for the office, but since the Begums have been undeceived, 
their anxiety for his success with the exception of his owi sister 
and niece, has nearly subsided, and I believe the Nizam is at least 
qmte indifferent towards lum I have never expressed die slightest 
objection against him, at the same time I have not thought it 
prudent or becoming to encourage pretentions, that were founded 
upon gross misrepresentation Ir the Nizam had voluntarily pre- 
ferred Moonirui Moolk, either from motives of respect to the 
memory of Meer Allum or from an uninfluenced desire to do a 
graaous and acceptable act to the British Government, I should 
have endeavoured to confirm his choice but as it became evident 
that the Nizam’s seeming preference was m some degree a con- 
■<iram-d act, and proceeded from a mistaken notion of our views, 
I thought It a wiser as well as a more dignified pohey to undeceive 
the Nizam by my general conduct and language, and to leave him 
a perfect hberty of choice 
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27 There nre ccmmly wme arcumsianccs which would 
render it dcutrahlc to fa^ou^ the mcws of Moonirul Moolk but os 
it IS of importance that jour Lordships election should be made 
with n perfect knowledge of hii character and habits 1 think it 
necessary to communicate what I ha\c observed of them from a 
constant mtcrcourtc 'mib him for the last three yean 

-8 Moonirul Moolk has all the little nccs of a man of weak 
understanding who has been bred up b^ women and spends most 
of his time amongst them He is timid ignorant bigottctk 
extremely suncnmious full of little )calou5ics and suspiaoui, 
vunoiLs of other peoples concerns cffcmimic in his language and 
manners and abounding in professions and compliments He 
seems incapable of anj warm and steady attachment listens to 
cvcr\ little talc of calumnv and has not candour or spint enough 
to tnm anj person He is fond of money and never refuses fhc 
smallest or largest bnlic. He Is not quiic illiterate. He has gone 
through some iiart of the common Book language of the Mu-sak 
mans but he lus no other knovvlctlgc and has no curiosity for 
liberal or useful information He has not b*^ accustomed to the 
transactions of affairs of importance but he has acquired some 
faality m the management of small concerns and in expediting 
matten of more detail He has no cxpenencc m the business of 
any of the pnnapal depanments of the state, but he is well 
acquainted vnth all the current business between the Residency 
and the Durbar He mixes with ca«e and addresses m the soaety 
of Europeans and has become faroilmnzed to some of their pecu- 
liar habits and customs. He is of course actniamted with the most 
striking parts of our national character and has caught up some 
of our leading maxims of policy and Government His ^nudity 
would deter him from engaging in any deep or dangerous mtrigues, 
and there is nothing of a rcsiless or turbulent ambition In his 
character He would probably be contented to carry on business 
as smoothly as possible and would think it prudent to be guided 
by the adnee of the Resident The most objectionable parts of bis 
character as a public man ore his dupliaty and his inveterate 
propensity to secret mtngucs which render it difBcult to under 
stand on what ground he stands, and dang e rous to trust him with 
information of consequences I observed that Meer AUum never 
permitted him to be present when any subject of importance was 
to be discussed by us. It would not dc saf^e therefore to trust 
crmrelv to his pnnaplcs but it would not perhaps be difficult to 
controf him by ms fears 

29, With respea to the intclhgence which has been commu 
mcat^ to me rc^irding the late proccedmgs of Moomiul Moolk 
and the Nizams real sentiments towards him, I beg leave to 
your Lordship to the separate packet of papers marked 'B It is 
proper that I should mention that the numbers i and a are 
translationa of the report* sent to me by Moomnd Moolk. I 
believe that enure cr^t may be given to eve ^ word of the state 
meat funushed by Chandu Lai on No 3. Rajah Roop Lai has 
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'charge of the Nizam’s pnvate treasury both m Hyderabad and m 
Golkunda, die manages all the expenses of the Mahal, and is 
superintendent of the Jagheers held by the different Begums He 
was attached to the present Nizam before His Highness ascended 
the Musnud , and smce the expulsion of Mahip'at Ram, Roop Lai 
IS supposed to be the greatest personal favourite of the Nizam 

30 A short time after Meer Allum’s death, Jymatoomssa 

Begum sent me a message which led to several communications 
'between us respecting Rajah Rajendra The messages to me from 
the Mahal were brought m the name both of Bukshi Begum 
and Jymatoomssa Begum, but I discovered that the former, who 
takes little concern m pubhc affairs and spends most of her time m 
devotional exerases had been persuaded to lend her name to give 
a greater importance to the messages Jymatoomssa Begum 
has always been a firm advocate of Rajah Rajendra, and she 
rhought the present a good opportunity to procure Ins release, and 
if possible, his elevation to some post of consequence I entered 
very largely and unreservedly into the subject of Rajendra, because 
I thought It right to convmce her and the Nizam that we should 
oppose the enlargement and a the return to power of 

Rajendra 

31 I do not beheve that the Nizam himself is much inter- 
ested about that person, for he has firmly and steadily resisted all 
the Begum’s efforts to bring Rajendra into office She certainly 

E ve assurances which Moomrul Moolk made her, of procurmg at 
ist the hberty of Rajendra, and she no doubt entertamed hopes, 
that sooner or later l^jendra might be brought mtd his former 
office of Paishkar But the result of her communications with me 
convmced her of the vamty of those hopes and of the duplicity of 
Moomrul Moolk She immediately withdrew her support from 
Moomrul Moolk, made a shght struggle to induce the Nizam to 
appomt Rajendra Minister and faffing in that, she has now united 
with Chan dm Begum to prevail upon the Nizam to make his 
eldest son Wallee Ahud 

32 Moomrul Moolk must have been perfectly aware of the 
total impracticabihty of effectmg the Begums wishes respecting 
Rajendra, and he probably made those assurances to her, merely 
because he knew that there was no way so certam to obtain her 
good offices m his favour The papers marked ‘C’ contain state- 
ments of the several commumcations which passed between the 
Begums and myself respecting Rajah Raj'endra 

33 Another competitor for the office of Minister is Sheyaroo 
Dowlah He is a young man of very prepossessmg appearance, has 
paid some attention to his studies, and is accomplished m all the 
Military exerases of the country The Nizam has always treated 
him wth great kindness, and considers him faithfully attached tc 
his person But he is qmte unaccustomed to busmess, rapacious, 
and his disposition is said to be rather oppressive Most of his own 
connections are of a turbulent charaaer and his family which it 

34 
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not respectable, owe their elevation to the patronage of Aamool 
Omrah and to the mamaw of Sheyaroo Dowlah with'thc illcgiti 
male daughter of Shaool Nloolk 

jj Although Sheyaroo Dowlah ha» constanil) maintained a 
fncndljr intcrcounc with the Residency and Is most profuse of hi* 
profcMioni of attachment to the Company )et I have often had 
occasion to suspea him of msmeent) I telicvc that to the last 
he espoused the Interests of Mahtpat Ram and I ha\c good 
<round* for lupposing that he still corresponds wlili liat person 

1 do mytclf the honour to convey to jour Lordship a 
translation of the Arzec which Shcjairool Moolk presented to the 
Nlram through the Nawali Begum widow of the late Azimool 
Omrah sohatmg the appointment r>f Minister TTic Nijam 
returned no answer to that Arzee and did not grant the request of 
Sheyaroo Dowlah for a pnvatc audience. Indeed the ascendancy 
of Moomrul Moolk wns so great that Shcj*artx> Dowlah soon rchn 
quishcd all expectation of procunng the ofTice of Pnmc ^^mUtc^ 
'^nd aimed at the renewal of the olficc of Vakil or Minister for 
foreign affaln But not meeting with much encouragement upon 
that point he affca* at present to look to nothing more than an 
increaie of his personal Jaghcer and the command of a large 
Riwalah of hone. The faa is that Moomrul Moolk had $o com 
plctcly monopolized the good oBiccs of the female attendant* of 
the hlahal by hu hnbea and presents that it was not in the power 
of Sheyaroo Dowlah to convey on Arzee to the Nizam or to any 
of the pnnapai Begum* 

^6 Within these few days Ihusamul Moolk by the advice of 
hii family ha* thought of ospinng to the Mlnutry but though a 
most wonhy rcfpcctAle charaacr and an old and faithful servant 
of the state, he is now so infirm and de cr e p it that he is quite 
mcapable of the active duties of *o high an office. However 
Moomrul Moolk ha* mamfested some jealousy of his vicw^ and has 
endeavoured to persuade the Nizam that Ihtiiamool MooDc i* 
nearly blind and that it would be chantabic to relieve him of the 
dudes of pnnapai Moonsbi and to dispense with hi* attendance at 
Durbar During Mecr Allums life time Ihdsainool Moolk seldom 
went to Durbar except when he wa» particularly required in his 
offiaal captary Icanng all the buxines* of bis office to be perform- 
ed by his son Rashiduddoula But since the Mecr* death Ihusa 
mul Moolk has been regular in his attendance at Durbar which 
drcumsrancc seems to have exatet! the jealousy of the Moomrul 
Moolk 

37 I understand that Mosbkun Uddoula had addressed an 
Arzee to the Nizam soliaong m general terms Hi* Highness s 
favour and protection but I do not know whether the Arzee 
leached the Nizam or whether if it did any answer was gircn to it. 
Miistakira Uddoula possesses more talent or a particular de*cnptIon 
tlian any Omrah at Hyderabad He i* very expert m intrigue* 
and has great cunning address and worldly Knowledge There it 
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T\o Mooic'^ucidic under the Go^ eminent who is more thoroughly 
acquainted nitli the business and state of every department But 
he IS \on\ of all piinciplc and is \ciy tyrannical 

3$: I shall lose no ume in submitting to your Lordship m a 
"cpaiatc dispatch, statements of the sc\eral communications which 
bale passed between the Ni/.iin and myself iclainc to the appoint- 
ment of a minister, and m forwarding to the Persian Department a 
Khurccta from His Highness to your Lordship upon tliat subject 

I have the honoui to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Hyderabad T SYDENHAM, 

February 1809 Resident at Hyderabad 

A No I 

On the evening of the iith December die Nizam directed 
Chandu Lai to go to Shamsul Omrah and Umzadul Moolk and 
ask them vhat it Mould be piudcnt to do in the present conjunc- 
ture of affairs Rajah Chandu Lai M'ent to Shamsul Omrah and 
proposed the question to him but Shamsul Omrah referred them 
to Umzadul Moolk mIio said "this a very delicate question, whicli 
cannot be ansMcred immediately but I vail think of it, and give 
YOU an ansMcr lomorrou ’ Houever neither Umzadul Moolk nor 
Shamsul Omrah M'ould state distinctly uhat they thought or wish- 
ed, and the Nizam did not repeat the question 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First Assistant 

A No 2 

Soon after the death of Mecr Allum, Umzadul Moolk sent me 
a message to the folloiving purport That durmg the hfe-time of 
Meer Allum all the respectable Omrahs were confident that the 
Government of the country would be earned on m a manner smt- 
able to the interests of the state But now they must look to me 
to watch over those interests That the selection of a proper 
successor to Meer Allum w^oiild be difficult, but he and his fnends 
had no doubt of my advising the Nizam to confer the appointment 
on some trust-worthy person who ivould be acceptable to the 
Omrahs and M^ould protect the inhabitants of the country 

That he and his fnends were soldiers, unaccustomed to poh- 
ncal business or accounts, and who had no anxiety for the station 
of Minister He therefore hoped that I did not think of any of 
his party as a successoi to Meer Allum That the day after the 
Meer’s death, the Nizam had given him some encouragement to 
apply for the simation, but that both Shamsul Omrah and himself 
had thought it prudent to keep on one side, and not to interfere 
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1 made 1 »u\nblc reply and aald I \vas much flattered by the good 
opinion of ^ respectable a party a* the Pacah party llut I had 
no oflicr object in mcw but the good of the country and the 
Interests of tlic alliance and should gi>c such adnee to the Nizam 
a> I thought most conducive to liis advantage 

A true <»py 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First Assmant 


A No 3 

A feu days after this Uic Motvlavi received a message from 
JaitlumLar Das the Paishkar of the Pagali Party to state that 
Shamsui Omrah and Umzadul MoolL did not require the ttnu 
tion of minister but thc\ wished to know uhether if It were 
oITcred to either of them f had any objecuon to their accepting it. 
That they would do nothing without my advice and consenL 

I replied that I know of no objection to their accepting any 
situation of importance which might be ofTcred to them but that 
I could make no promises until 1 nad rccciicd the instructions of 
the Governor General 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First AnutanL 

A No 4 

On the erenmg of the 6th January Umzadul Moolk sent to 
me to say that he intended to address on Arzec to His I^hncss 
sohadng the situation of hriimccr for Shamsui Omrah. That be 
should communicate his intention to the Bukshee Begum and 
prevail upon her to deliver the Ance to the Nizam. 

That the regard which the Chief of the Pagah Party felt for 
•nc, and the confldcncc they had In my candour and justice had 
induced him to make an immediate and frank disclosure of thar 
views to me. That they should enter into no minguc to obtain 
the situation. If the Nizam chose to confer it upon them, it was 
well if not, they should not be displeased or disappomtcd. That 
they should not have thought of tnc situation if they conceived 
that the appomtment of Shamsui Omrah would be disagreeable to 
me, because they were convinced of the necessity of a perfect 
conhality between the Resident and the Minister But hearmg 
I took no interest m the promotion of any particular person and 
that I only required such a minuter as would attend to the pros* 
naity of tnc country and to the interests of their alliance they had 
thought It proper to advance their claims That I knew their 
characters, and if I should be called m>on ^ the Nizam for my 
opinion, they only wished me to tell His Highness what I reaDy 
bought of them. 
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Ho\\c\cr if any circumstances with whidi tlicy might be un- 
acquainted should render me athcise to ilic piomotion of then 
Mews, they requested I would tell them so, and tliey would not 
agitate their claims, they did not wish to solicit tlic situation, in 
opposmon to my wishes, nor would they accept it if olfered to 
tliem. without they were certain of my sanction and support 

My reply to Umzadul Moolk was nearly as follow's That 
ever)’’ thing which I had heard of Umzadool Moolk and Shamsul 
Omrah had gi\cn me a \cry favourable opinion of their characters, 
and I had no doubt they would do credit to any office That I w'as 
not personally interested in the success of any person and only 
required an upright honest minister wdio had a proper sense of the 
benefit of the existing alliance and would contribute to die pros- 
perity of the country That further I could only lepeat w'hat 1 had 
said on a former ocaision that my conduct w'ould be guided by 
the instructions which I should receive from Calcutta and by the 
wishes of the Nizam 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
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A No 5 

On the eienmg of the 7th of January Bukshi Begum took an 
opportunity of recommending Shamsul Omrah as a noble man, 
Omrah of distinguished birth and irreproachable conduct, whose 
family had always enjoyed, and deserved the confidence of the 
Asofia house That at piesent there w'as no person at court parti- 
cularly celebrated for talent or experience m public business , and 
rhat m point of birth and rank and fidelity there w'as no person 
w'ho has higher pretentions to the office of Minister than Shamsul 
Omrah 

The Nizam replied that he admitted w'hat the Begum had 
said That he had hitherto fixed upon no particular person for 
the office of Mmister That his only wish was to find out a man 
capable of doing the duties of that office, and who would be accept- 
able to the British Government That he had communicated Ins 
sentiments to the Resident who had recommended him to address 
a letter on the subject to the Governor General, which he mtended 
to do That m the letter it was his intention to allude to the 
advice which Rajah Chandu Lai had given to him That Chandu 
Lai had mentioned the name of Shamsul Omrah m the list of 
Omrahs That the pretentions, characters and capacities of those 
persons were perfectly known to the Resident, who would of course 
communicate his sentiments of them to the Governor General 
That the Governor General would give him such advice as he 
might judge, best for the interest of the state That he should 
take no other step but wait for the answer of the Governor 
General, and be directed by his advice 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
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A No 6 

The day before tlw Nizam sent the Khurrcciah to the Cover 
nor General to the Resident he dlrectctl Mama Uumiin to go to 
Um/adul Moolk. and obiam Ws answer* to the three follovring 
qucstioni iit lla\c you heard \rhai Inj pas e<l between MowKcc 
Mir 1 bn Ah and me nnd uint do )on think of itr* and Shall 
I send the Khnrcctah to the Governor General or not? 3rd What 
arrangement do you think should be made regarding the appoint 
ment of a Minister? 

To these qucsiions Umzadul Moolk reruracd the following 
answen — 

isn — I have heard all that lias passed between your Highness 
and the Mowlvcc and I ihmk that the Resident has given your 
Highness excellent advice and has proved his attachment to your 
person 

■nd. — I think your Highness should lose no time In dispatch- 
ing the Khurrcciah to the Governor General because it is proper 
that the advice of vour ally should be taken upon on arrangement 
of such importance 

3rd — I think Chandulal is the most capable and faithful scr 
^ant your Highness has and as Jong as he is entrusted with the 
management of your affairs I think that the country will prosper 
He IS also a fnend to both Governments and he will coninbuie to 
the nrengthcning of the fnendship between your Highness and the 
Company I am of opinion that jour Highness should confer the 
situation of Mimstcr on jour eldest son and leave the Manage- 
ment of tlie country to Chondu LaL 

Hii Highness heard those. 

B No I 

Substance of a conversatwn between Hts Highness t)ie Stzxjm and 
Moomrtil Moolk which took place on the nth Decanber 1808 

Moonirul Moolk received His Highness the Nizam s command 
tn attend the presence after sunscL He accordmgly repaired 
thither at the appointed time. The Used of Juhan Parwar Begum 
represented to mm that u was Hu bCghneisi pleasure that he 
should commumcatc his thoughts to His Highness without reserve 
or concealment- Moonirul Moolk and Chandu Lai were much 
oerplcxed at this message, and begged to know on what subiect 
High Highness wished Moonirul Moolk to address him. His High- 
ness returned for answer that Moonirul Moolk should state all his 
views and scntmicnti. From the tenor of this comraumcaGon 
Moonirul Moolk discovered that His Highness wished him to 
apply for the office of Minister He accordingly sent m an appli 
canon to that effect. His Highness after perusing the address sent 
for Moonirul Moolk alone mto the Tlannnw ^When Moonirul 
Moolk had paid his respects, fD* Highness requested to know what 
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he had to say on the subject of his address Moonirul Moolk 
observed that it was impossible for him to speak on the subject, 
that His Highness was his sovereign and that his office was “to 
carry His Highness’s slippers” That this office had been heredi- 
tary in four generations of his family, that whatever His Highness 
did, was just and proper, and that if His Highness should honour 
him mth the appointment of Minister, his hfe, property and 
family should be devoted to His Highness’s senuce His Highness 
said “very well but tliere must be no interruption in the good 
understanding and friendship subsisting between the allied states” 
Moonirul Moolk replied that by the blessing of God this good 
understanding and friendship had attained a degree of stabihty 
which it was not in die power of any person to disturb , and that 
he who was guilt}' of the attempts, would be die only suffeier, that 
he bad lived between four and five years mth Meet Allum, and 
was well convinced that it was the earnest desire of Captam 
S5’-denham and of all the officers of the Hon’ble Company’s Gov- 
-rnment that His Highness’s mind should void of anxiety and 
'.ipprehension, and that His Highness’s happiness and the pros- 
uerity of his country should increase daily and he swore by God 
and his prophet, and by his allegiance to his sovereign that his 
onduct should be strictly conformable to these principles His 
Viighness was satisfied with these assurances and dismissed 
Moonirul Moolk, with instructions to repair with Rajah Chandiilal 
o the presence on the following morning His Highness appear- 
"jd m great spirit dunng this interview 


A true copy 


B No 2 


CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First Assistant 


Substance of intelligences from the city, of the lyth December 

On the night of the 13th instant Farzand Begum, the mother 
of Juhan Parwar Begum, who is His Highness the Nizam’s wife 
sent to Jyniatoonissa Begum, the mother of His Highness, a writ- 
ten agreement from Moonirul Moolk which she requested might be 
forwarded to His Highness, who she trusted, would be mduced to 
place every degree of confidence m Moonirul Moolk Furzand 
Begum further stated that she would be answ'erable that Moonirul 
Moolk would on every occasion consult His Highness’s pleasme 
Jyniatoonissa Begum accordingly delivered this paper to her 
son, assured him that Furzand Begum would be responsible for the 
good conduct of Moonirul Moolk and requested that he might be 
appointed to the office of Minister His Highness observed to his 
mother that there were pobtical matters m which she could have 
no pretentions to interfere and as for Farzand Begum, how was it 
possible for a person of her age to be answerable for the acts of 
Government, that until he had consulted the British Government 
who were the guarantees of tlie permanence of his prosperity and 
of the stability of his state, he could not confer the appomtment 
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upon anv perron that he confident that whntcrcr might be his 
ouTi inclinations on the suhjco the Bniish Go\*cnimcni should not 
oppose hut acc^uicscc m them but that it was necessary and pro- 
per in the first instance to consult the Bntiih Government. 

D(a) 

TransJotion of nn «p^/icaiion from A/oonrii/ Afoo/fc lo //is //ig/inew 
the Ntz/im (or the office of A/i/ws/er, doted itth December 

If your Highness v.^th your accustomed favour towards your 
dependants should be pleased lo honour me mth the appointment 
of Minister mj life and propcri) shall be devoted lo your High 
ncsss service and I udl never act apmst your Highness • wishes. 
WTvatever may lie your Highness* pleasure I shall stnaly conform 
to on all occasions 

Translation of a memurandum prehared by Hts Highness the 
iVi am to tr/jic/i Afoontnd A/oo/it ii required lo subscribe 

I mil pay constant attention to the conduct of the affairs of 
the Government to the welfare of the mhahitints to the prospenty 
of the country and to the protection of the state from tjiose who 
are hostile to us interest* and I will guard against their deceitful 
and maliaous insurrection* I mil consult His Highness* tran 
fpiillity bj preventing complaints from reaching Hii Highness and 
I wall preserve unimpairco all subsisting engagements Let HI* 
Highness* mmd be perfectly at casc» on all incse points, 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL. 

' First Assistant. 

B Na 3 

Afentorandum of the eonversatwn which passed between Rajah 

Chandu Lai and Afowlvee Aftr Ebn Ah on the night of the 

list December 1808 

MOWLVEE The Resident nnee the death of Mccr AHum 
has received vanoui report* of the arcurnstnnee* which have taken 
place rclaavc to Moonirul Moolk Many of those reports arc so 
contradiaory that the Resident, rdying on your veraaty and 
attachment is extremely anxious to recrive from you a particular 
account of all the drcuinstancc* withm your knowledge, which led 
to the sudden change of the Nizam* disposition towards Moonirul 
Moolk The whole aty is acquainted with die violent animosity 
which the Nizam hai shown to Moonirul Moolk for the last three 
year* and therefore hii present partiality for the same person with- 
out any osTcnsible cause it the more extraordinary and required 
to be explained 

BA}AH CHANDU LAL The Resident may depend upon 
my veraaty and attachment, and I will freely communicate to you. 
all I know upon this tnbjcct. Three or four days before the death 
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of Meer Alluni, Moomiul Moolk sent for his sister Furzand Begum, 
under a pretence that she might see Mir Allum hut in fact to 
commence thioiigh hei means a negotiation for the succession to 
the Mmistiy IvJooniiul Moolk said to his sister “you see the 
state of Meer Allum which is altogether hopeless, and he can 
scaicely live more than a neck After his deatli it will be neces- 
saiy to appoint a successor to him You know that Meer Allum 
has stiong claims on the fiiendship and support of the British 
Govcinmcnt, and those claims will descend to me and my family. 

I have reason to knoiv that tlie British Government is anxious that 
1 should succeed Meer Allum and wall recommend me for that 
purpose to the Nizam To tins recommendation it will be neces- 
sai}’^ for His Highness to pay attention Whatever objections the 
Nizam may ha\e to my person, he can have none to my birth, 
rank and chaiacter and connections He will, theiefoie, have no 
plea for objecting to my appointment and whatever be his own 
sentiments, he wall in the end be compelled to follow the advice 
of the Biitish Govcinmcnt I am sincerely anxious to avoid all 
contention an<l dispute, and I wash to appeal to owe my elevation 
to the spontaneous selection of the Nizam I, theiefoie, desire that 
you and my niece will urge tlic other Begums to espouse my 
cause, so that you may all combine to procure the appomtment 
for me There is no peison at Hyderabad w’hose pietentions are 
superior to mine There is no person w'ho is so weU acquainted 
wath the customs, habits, and character of the English, their mode 
of conducting business, and tlie maxims of their Government I 
shall be careful to carry on the admmistration of affairs m such a 
manner as shall give satisfaction to all parties I wall make a 
piesent to Jymatoo Nissa Begum of tw'o lacks of rupees, and 
to my niece Juhan Parw^ar Begum, of one lack and to Chandni 
Begum of fifty thousand rupees I wish you to commumcate all 
I have said to those Begums, and prevail upon them to suggest 
my appointment to the Nizam, so that the appomtment 
may from His Highness before any direct application m 

my favour comes to the Resident Moomrul Moolk also sent 
messages to 'a similai effect to Jymatoo Nissa Begum through Izzat 
Yar Khan The Begums were satisfied with these arguments, and 
united in recommending the arrangement to the Nizam 

The arguments, which they employed with the Nizam, were 
nearly the followmg — 

That Mooniiul Moolk w^as a descendant from an old and res- 
pectable family, the different members of which had always held 
important situations under this Government That his connec- 
tion with His Higliness, wuth Anstoojah and with Meer Allum 
would secure to him the support and assistance of the English. 
That when vacancy occurred, the English would certainly recom- 
mend Moomrul Moolk to be Minister, and would prefer him to 
any other Omrah about the Court That it would be impossible 
for His Highness to oppose such a recommendation, because there 

35 
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waj no othci Omrab who w« iKttcr qualified for the oflicc. or 
who from birth rank or connection had supenor pretentions to 
it On the contrary if lib Highness would appoint Moonirul 
Moolk without wailing for an) recommendation from the English 
it would make him th3r own and would give them a dalm on hb 
attachment and fidelity It would likewise be acccpiablc to the 
English and would ob%>atc al! dispute, nitcrcauon and loss of dig 
nity That M Moonnaii Moolk snould be disan|wintcd in his 
cxpcctauon the English would be duplcnsctl and Moonuiil Moolk 
would become a violent cnem% to the Nitam and it was difCcult 
to sa) what lie might not do with hb influence and wealth 
supported and assisted by the English 

niF MOWT VEE In )our conicrsation inth the Nizam 
you proposed several arrangcmcnu for the future regulation of 
the Government of this country \%'hat arc \our own sentiments 
upon those different arrangements and what ao )ou imagine to be 
the real wishes of the Nizam upon the subject? 

CHANDU LAL I am assured that the Nizam did never con 
sent to any of his sons liang appointed Wallec Ahud though 
Chandni Begum is most anxious to procure that appointment for 
her eldest son. 

and— I do not think that the Nizam will propose Shamiul 
Omnb for the situation of Minister because he has no opinion of 
Shamsul Omnhs understanding and the Rajah arc too 

proud to soliat any ofHcc < 

yd — hope that he will not appoint Shej-aroo Dowlah who 
IS young, uncxpcncnccd and tyrannical It would be impossible 
for me to hold ray appointment under Sheyaroo Dowlah If he 
were made Minister I should immediately retire from office. 

— If the Nizam would attend to political concerns himself 
and would give no full authonty to regulate the internal admini 
stration of the country I think the Government would go on very 
well But I am afraid of making everybody ray enemy and of 
getting into a thousand difficulties. 

Sth —On the whole It might be as well if Moonirul Moolk 
were appointed minister I should not act under him with much 
confidence and I should require all the support which the Resident 
could convcmcntly give me. 

The MOWLVEE I haic no particular objection to him In 
deed when I reflect upon the claims which Mecr AHum the whole 
of his family the most distant of his relations, or the poorest of his 
servants have upon my good offices, I strongly wish that Moonind 
Moolk may be appointed Minister At other times when I reflect 
npon his character and disposition and recollect the several 
attempts which he made to deprive me of the confidence and good 
opinion of Mecr AUum. and to dnve me from my office, I fed 
nlamcd to place myself so immediately withm his power He 
makes me the strongest awurancet of hb friendship and says that 
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he icgards me as a brother, but I know his cliaractei too well, to 
place the slightest confidence m die smeenty of his professions, 
howevci, as long as I enjoy the fiiendship and support of the 
Resident, I hope it will not be m the power of Mooninil Moolk 
to injure me 

A true copy. 


CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First Assistant 


B No 4 

Memorandum of the conversation which passed between Rajah 
Roop Lai and Mowlvce Ebn Ah on the night of the iith of 
December 

Shordy aftei die Mir’s deadi die Mowlvee received a message 
from Rajah Roop Lai intimating his wish m see the Mowlvee 
privately ''The Mowlvce, widi the Resident’s permission, met 
Roop Lai on the night of die 12th December, and the following 
conversation passed between diem — 

Rooplal began by speakmg warmly m praise of Meer Allum, 
lamenting his death, and observmg there was no person left at 
Hyderabad capable of succeeding him He then praised. Rajah 
Chandu Lai, and said that aldiough diere was formerly some jea- 
lousy between them, they were now reconciled and were excellent 
friends That Chandu Lai never interfered with him, and that the 
situation he held of Treasurer and the confidence mth which he 
was treated by the Nizam, were suflfiaent to satisfy his ambition 
That he required no further promotion, and only ivished to remam 
as he was 

Roop Lai then said that it appeared probable that Moonirul 
Moolk would be appomted Minister, proiuded the Resident did 
not object to him, for certainly the Nizam would not appoint any 
person to that office ivho was objectionable to the British Govern- 
ment 

Roop Lai observed that he was afraid, ^Moonirul Moolk was 
not pleased with him, and suspected him of hostility at least of 
mdifference That if Moonirul Moolk should be appomted 
mmister, he wished tlie Resident to bring about a perfect recona- 
hation between them That from his constant attendance on the 
person of the Nizam and the confidence with which His Highness 
treated him he might be of some use to Moonirul Moolk That 
he wanted nothmg bemg perfectly satisfied with his present situa- 
tion That he looked to the Resident for favour and protection, 
and should be careful to supply the Resident constantly with 
accurate mtelligence of every thing that passed at the palace and 
m the Mahal ^ 
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Tile Mouhcc Roop Lnl «lni could ln\c induced the 

Nlznm to clinngc hm opinion so Ruddcnly of Moonmd Moolk 

Roop Lai Tcnlicd thit It wus not so ccnaln that the Ni^mi 
real opinion of Moonirul Moolk has much dianecd though lus 
ITighncss *\(fcctctl In public to be so well disposwl towards him 
That the sister and niece of Moonlnil Moolk Ivad prevailed upon 
JvTiiaioo Niwi Ikgum and even Clnntlni llegtmt to interest 
rhcmschcs in favour of Moonim’ Moolk That Mooniru! 
Moolk had promised all those ladies large sums of monc) if he 
succcalctl and to attend to their several wishes after his appoint 
mcnr That he had |>crsita<lcd them tliai the Rntidi Government 
would recommend him to the Minuter Tliat nliatcvcr might be 
the inclination of the Nizam he would be obliged to take any 
minister that the British Government cho^ to recommend and 
therefore it would l>c better to appoint him at once 

Tlic women cmplojed these arguments with the Nizam as 
Moonind Moolk is conncctctl with Ihs Highness with Annooiah 
and vvaih Mexr Allum and as there is no Omrah at H^ikralird 
whose pretentions arc superior to those of Moonmd Moolk the 
Nizam thought it prudent to follow the advace of the women 

Roop Lai itaicil ilvat Moonind Moolk had applied lo htm Cot 
assistance and tKai lie had done what he could to promote hii 
success. That both Moomrul Moolk and his brother Ammul 
Moolk had been verv aatvc m icctmng the good will and asswiancc 
of every person who ii supposed to have an) mflucncc either with 
the Nizam or hi* women 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELU 
First Asjisiant;. 

B No 5 

Infelhgefice procured from tlic Afalial on the i6th of December 

Although fornicrlj the Nizam never mentioned the name of 
Moomrul Moolk to dislike him very much yet that person has 
contnved to produce an alteration in Hi* Highness* disposiuon by 
the folloinng method* — 

ist — By »ecunng the support and awiatance of J>Tuatoo Nlssa 
Begum by promising to bnng forward Raiah Rajandra and if 
possible by giving him a share In pubhc business. 

and — ^By employing the slron^l profession of devotion and 
attachment to the Nizam He said that both Mccr Allum and 
Chandu Lai were quite subservient to the Bnush Government 
atvd fr^ucntly concealed papers of importance and pubhc accounts 
from His Highness s mspecnon That Chandu Lai Govind Biik h 
and the several Mootcsiiddic* under them owed the Sirkar more 
than a crore of rupee*, and be can prove that balance against them 
if he were made mmister He then took a Koran and placed it on 
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his head and swore that he would be the slave of His Highness and 
would never act contrary to His Highness’s orders and wishes 
that he would conceal nothing from him with many asseverations 
of the same kmd 

The Nizam listened to all he said, but made no reply and 
•ioon afteiwaids letiied to his sleeping apaitment. 

A true copy 
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B No 6 


2 1 St December i8o8 


The Chandni Begum sent woid to ‘say that the Nizam when 
along with her had addressed her to the following effect — 

You pel haps are surprized at tlie preference which I give to 
Moomrul Moolk But m fact I am not favouiably 
mclmed towards him, still dislike him as much as 
ever He assures me that he will reahze for me one 
crore of rupees, by a particular adjustment of the 
public accounts I am waiting to see how he intends 
to fulfil his promise, and when I have satisfied myself 
on that point I shall put him m a level (barabar) 
with the other Omrahs 


B No 7 

30th December 1808 

Rooplal sent word that Moomrul Moolk addressed an Arzee 
10 the Nizam, proposing that the Mootesuddies of the different 
departments should attend and tiansact their business at his house. 
Tins Aizee was conveyed to the Nizam by an Asseel named 
Mama Amma The Nizam was much offended at this Aizee, 
drove Aseel fiom his presence, and desired another person to tell 
Mooniiul Moolk that he had no concern with the Mootesuddies 
that they were to attend at the palace with Chandu Lai and carry 
on their business under his superintendence 

On the same day 1 heaid fiom a respeaable person m the 
Mahal, that Mama Amma had been prohibited from waiting on 
the Nizam m future 

The day afterwards I heard that when Chandu Lai qmtted the 
palace with Moomrul Moolk, the Nizam enqmred whether 
Chandu Lai uas m uaitmg WTien His Highness was informed 
that Chandu Lai had retired as usual, with Moomrul Moolk, he 
said angrily “What has Chandu Lai to do with Moomrul Moolk 
He is 10 attend Durbar regularly and not to retire tdl I gne him 
leave, and he is not to come and go with Moomrul Moolk” 

B No 8 

loth January 1809 

Rajah Roop Lai sent me word that Juhan Pawar Begum told 
the Nizam that she was surprised His Highness did not thmk of 
promoting Rajah Roop Lai to the situation of Paishkar, who had 
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al^'ay* cnjovcd hit confidence before he atcended the musnud was 
entrusted with all his domestic concerns and wai much attached to 
His Highness. She added Cliandu Lai it a stranger to )ou is not 
exact in his accounts keew man) tiling* from )Our knowledge and 
13 a mere *cr\'ant of the Resident 

Tlic Nizam ap[>carcd to listen to this to favourably that Tuhan 
Parwar Begum sent to Roop Lai to enquire whether he would wish 
to be Pnishkar as she had no doubt ot being able to procure that 
office for him 

Roop Lai replied iliat he was perfectly satisfied wth Ills pre- 
sent situation and did not aspire to the office of Paishkar wiiich 
was already in the possession of the person most worthy of iL 
That he therefore begged the Begum would not think of agiutmg 
that subjea as it was contrary to hts inclination and might bnng 
him into danger 

Roop I al further states that Mooniml Moolk nap him parti 
cular attention and has sent for him twice or ttincc priraicly 
That although nothing particular passed sull that Moonirul Moolk 
told him tliat this was the time to unite and push their interests 
together and that he hoped if he obtained the office of Minister 
that they would be associated (Shank) in the management of 
aSairt. 

True copies 
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Siatemciit of the vanous comtnuntcatiom that have passed between 
the Resident and the two Ucgtnns Bukshee Begum and 
Jynuitoo Nissa Begum 

But prcnously to entermg upon this itatcrocni it may be use- 
ful to convey some Information respecting Kadir Nawaz Khan 
Izzat Yar Knan and Syed Hiraaynt All 

Kadir Nawaz Khan and Izzat Yar Khan arc both physicians 
and arc first cousins to one another 

The Jynuitoo NUsa Begum mother of the present Nizam, 
was a slave girl of Bukshee Begums and when she became a 
favourite of the late Nizam s she discovered or pretended to dis- 
cover that she was related to the father of Kadir Nawaz VHnn 
That person was of course very willing to acknowledge a relation 
ship whidi promised so much advantage to his fimuljr and smee 
that penod, the Begum has always called the old mn" her hither 
and his son Kadir Nawaz Khan her brother 

The three phpicum* who anended the Begums arc Kadir 
Nawaz Khan Izzat Yar Khan and Syed Himayat Ah. But the 
former is most frequently employed and often vmti Jyniatoo 
Nista Begum, over whom he is said to possess considerable influ 
cnee. 
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Izzat Yar Khan is the pnncipal physician of the Nizam, and 
has been digmfied by the title of Hakimul Moolk He is also Sud- 
deroo Soodoor, is much esteemed as a scholar, but is knmvn to be 
of a viaous mtngmn^ disposition He is the confidential friend 
and adviser of Moonirul Moolk and manages all his mtercourse 
mth Jymatoo Nissa Begum 

Syed Himayat All is a poor, modest, unassuming man, who 
bears an excellent character, and though a native of this country 
has travelled over most parts of Ebndostan, Arabia, Egypt and 
Persia 

I St Syed Himayat All called upon the Mowlvee and said he 
was directed by Bukshee Begum and Jymatoo Nissa Begum to 
convey the following message to the Resident — 

That as long as Meer Allum was alive, they felt no anxiety 
about public affairs knowmg that he was much attached to the 
Nizam and perfectly capable of conducting the Government That 
from Meer Allum, as well as fiom pubhc report, they had received 
the most favourable accomit of my character and disposition and 
were convinced that I had a sincere attachment to the Asophia 
family Now that Meer Allum was no more, they natmally look- 
&0 to me as the guardian of the state, and they depended upon 
my conducting the affairs of Government m such a way as would 
promote the interests of the Nizam and increase my own 
reputation 

That they were desirous of estabhshing a confidential mter- 
course, with me, m order that we might occasionally consult upon 
pubhc affairs That they considered me as a son of their own and 
a brother of the Nizam’s, that they admired truth and plam dealing 
and requested I would communicate to them my sentiments wuth- 
out reserve That I must be well acquainted with the character 
of the, Nizam, and that if I found him obstmate they would give 
him advice and persuade him to attend to whatever I might recom- 
mend On the other hand they hoped I would listen to then sug- 
gestions and conform to their wishes They had sent Patdans to 
me of which they requested I would accept, as a mark of their 
regard and confidence 

I directed the Mowlvee to desire Himayat All to make my 
respects to the Begums and to assure them that I felt much honour- 
ed by their confidence and much flattered by then favourable 
opmion unreservedly upon the state of affaus and that if I should 
ever reqmre the support of their mfluence, I should be happy to 
avail myself of it with the conviction of its being irresistible over 
the mmd of the Nizam That we were accustomed to truth frank- 
ness and plam dealmg and that they might depend upon my 
attachment to the house of Assofia That we had no other object 
m view but to preserve the present alliance unimpaired and to con- 
tribute to the prosperity and security of this state That we enter- 
tamed no design hostile to the digmty or authority of the Nizam, 
or to the honour of his family and nobles, or to the happiness and 
ease of his subjects. 
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Thii 1 should Ijc liapp) to do cicrytlimg in my potvcr to prove 
my atuichmcnt and mr>c« to the Bcgiimt on all proper and jiipu 
fmblc occasions but 1 noped tbc\ would not exact from me an) 
Venice which might l)c inconsmcnt with mv public duty or 
injunous to the real intcrc3t» of the state 

That I accepted their pandan< null suitable feelings of grau 
tude and beggea the) would ahva\s consider me as one of their 
son But I \cniurcd to suggest to tnem tnc pronnety of the Nizam 
being made acquainted \nin their intention of establishing an in 
tcrcouist null me licnuv. 1 made it a iiilc of conduct not to Veep 
any part of my proceedings concealed from His Highness 

The Mowhcc cndcavourctl to ascertain what particular objeas 
the Begums had immediately m new because it was impossible that 
1 should bind myvU to my obligations of doing all tliat the) rcquir 
cd Hima)'at Mi said that I cmdcl guc<s at the two objects hut 
would afford no further explanation The two objects at which 
he hinted arc cndcntl) the enlargement of Ragotim Rao and the 
recall of Mumtazool Omrah 

"ltd A few days after this the Begums sent a message to the 
Mowltcc dcsmng him to get ni a certain time to a particular 
garden near the at) where he would meet Mama Champa thar 
conQdcntial Ased 

The MowUec m consequence of this message, rcpaiml to the 
rarden at the appointed hour and met Mama Champa watung 
for him 


She told him that the Begums tverc well wtiificd wath the 
answer which 1 had sent to them through Syed Hima)ait Ah whom 
1 was to consider as thar confidcnnnl messenger and to whom 
I might safely entrust all I have to communicate to them Klama 
Champa then made sc^‘cral indirect observations regarding the 
immediate wishes of the Begums but though she could not be pre 
vnded upon to ipeak plainly she evidently alluded to Rajah 
Rnjendar and Mumtazuf Omrah 

The Mowhcc repeated general assurances of mj sincere de^ne 
to pay attention to the wishes of the Begums but frankly declarctl 
that there were some transactions in much I could not possibly 
engage- That I would willingly promote any object that was for 
the real interests of the Nizam, but must decline countenanang 
any plan which might be injunous to those interests 

Mama Champa desired the Mowlvcc to acquamt me iFiat the 
Nizam was informed of the intention of the Begums to establish 
a confidcnnal intercourse with me. She likewise said that Jvmatoo 
Nlssa B^um was very anxious that Moonirul Moolk should be 
appointed Minister TTiat he was a frtmd to ^th Governments, 
and one of their own &mily 
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31 d The Mowlvee leceived a sepaiate message from 
Jymatoo Nissa Begum tiuough Kadii Nawaz Klian who called at 
the Residency and said many things to the same pm port, as 
Himayat Ali and Mama Champa 

Kadir Nawaz enqmred what peison I was desiious should be 
made Minister, as the Begums would undeitake to procuie the 
appointment for any person that I chose He also said that both 
the Begums weie favourably mchned towards Moomrul Moolk 
whom they considered a fnend to both states 

4th On the iith of Januaiy Sayed Himayat Ah called again 
upon the Mowlvee and said that Rajendra had not been guilty of 
any positive ciime, that suspicions had been excited against him 
which had pioduced his disgrace, dismissal and confinement, that 
he had suffered seveiely for whatevei he might have committed, 
that the best men m the woild weie liable to eiror, and that it 
was to mercy to forgive what had passed Tliat the 

Begums themselves would be responsible for the future good con- 
duct of Rajendra That tliey did not wish to exalt him to any 
situation All they requiied was tliat he might be permitted to 
leave his house arid occasionally to attend the Duibai That the 
Nizam was solicitious foi his enlargement and that Moomrul 
Moolk would not object to it 

I desiied the Mowlvee to tell Himayat Ah that as the Begums 
had at length declared tlieu wish I would not deceive tliem but 
acquamt them at once that I would nevei consent to the enlarge- 
ment of Rajendra That I could not imagine the Nizam should 
lie solicitous for his release and as far as Moonuul Moolk, it was of 
little consequence whether he did, or did not, object to it Indeed 
T was Ignorant what light he possessed to offer any opinion upon 
such a subject 

The Mowlvee enquired which of the two Begums weie most 
interested about Rajendra, 01 whethei they were eijually so 
Himayat Ah lephed that Bukshee Begum took little concern 
m public business that Jymatoo Nissa Begum was m fact the 
advocate of Rajendia, and that she had persuaded Bukshee Begum 
^ to allow of her name being used m the occasion 

5th Kadir Nawaz Khan called upon the Mowlvee on the 
night 6f die ist of January and delivered die following message 
fiom Jymatoo Nissa Begum 

Tliat friendship weie of two kinds One fictitious and the 
other real That the foimer consisted of the mterchange of compli- 
ments and polite enquiiies The latter of doing such things as aie 
agreeable to one another That the fnendship which the Begum 
wished to establish with the Resident is of the latter description 
and she onlv required some proof of a similar disposition on the 
part of the Resident The Mowlvee enquired what die proofs 
should consist of Kadir Naiiaz would not mention in direct 
terms, but hinted plainly enough at the enlargement of Rajendra 

36 
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1 dircclctl the MonnUcc to tell Kadir Navraz that no conn , 
deration fchould induce me to dctintc from my public duty that if 
the Begum really meant the cniaigcrocnt of Kajendra 1 could not 
comply with her wuhes but that I should at all time* be ready 
to do anything that agreeable to the Begum and not incomisi 
ent tnth the duty whicli I owed to the Ni/am as well as to the 
Gotemment 1 represented I begged she \\ould consider thii as 
anal anwjcr upon tliat siibjca and that she would abstain from 
any further recommendation of Rajendra 

A inic cop) 

CHr\RLhS RUSShLL, 
Fir« Assistant 


D 

Traiishtton of an Ar^e from Saicab Ik-gutn the xtfc of the late 
Ghulam Syed fJiati, to Hts lUghncis the Ni am 
We who arc the «la\c8 and dcpcnibnn of j*our Highnc*? 
conitanily implore the almighty disposer of gifts to difltisc over 
our beam the sliadou of jour Highness m nil it* splendour and 
glorj ^our faithful and devoted scrv-ani Shah ^arool Moolk i* 
desirous of making certain representations to jour Highness 

rftfm/etiofi of an Ar^ee from Shah ^arool Moolk to //« Highness 
the Nt am enclosed m the aber^ address 

Everj pan of the conduct of tlic Ministers of \our Highness 
Govcmincnt for three or four jears |>ast is manifest to jour cn 
lightened mind Under tlw divine aid jour Ilighncsvs prospentj 
inll increase and the afifalr* of jour Government will he conducted 
m the manner most agreeable to your Highness and most conform 
able to the wishes of your smccrc dependants and I am convinced 
that the representations of the Honblc Company* Government to 
whom your Highness favour is extended vnll pay duL''dcfercncc to 
your Highnesses interests, I have presumed to touch upon those 
subjects ID a bncf manner If your Hichncss will honour me with 
a private audience^ I will enter upon mem largely 

True copies 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First Assittanl 


Letter No i6 —The enclontre No i to this covering note n import 
ant It JJ a emv of Sydenham ( addreo, to the Governor 
GenetaL dated 6th Febrnary 1809. In thii addreai Sydenham 
agam ducnBei the chumi of the aiptranta to the oBice of 
Prime Mmirter refen to the Noams Inclination to revive 
the office of Vakeel and doiea by intimating that the Nizam 
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to ilic prcMj>cnt\ of hi« roumr\ mil ir> tlic interest* of the ilinncc 
hor the tcnii' m tint mc^vipc comc>ctl I leave 

to refer jour I/orihhin to tlic 7th |>aragraph of No 1 of the accom 
|CTMvinq |»n|)crji. 1 aK> gave the MowUcc jinrUCTihr in^irurtion* 
t-nmouvlj to avoid anv dcclTntion on my part but to draw tlic 
Nizam to an tinrcscneil commnnicntion of nis sentiment* 

6, '\our l*onlship will remarb that the Nizam ippcaml to 
haHnre on Im choice Iwiwecn Mooniml Moolk and Sheyaroo 
Dowlah though pcrliapa mlh nonic degree of preference to the 
former IIis Ilighncsi aUo hinted at a renewal of the old office 
of ViLil or |>crson especially appolntcil to condua the intercourse 
between the Resident and the Durliar perhaps with a view of 
providing for Ixith the Omrahs in ipicstion 

- Jlic dca^inii lictwccn the comparative ment* of the two 
persons whom Ilvs Highness thought had the strongest claims on 
Ins favour rcstctl entirely with himself and if I hail dcchrcti nn^ 
ixxitivc opinion upon the subject I have hiilc doubt that Ills 
lliclmcjs* clioicc would luvc liccn dctcrmincti by tbit opinion 
Being thus callcil upon 1 thought it cxpctlicnt to avoid any eJedara 
lion of mv sentiments and to advise His Ifighness to refer the 
mlijcct to vour Lordship's consideration 

8 Tlic right of tlic British Coremment to interpose its in 
flucncc in the selection of a successor to the office of the Pnme 
Minister bad liccn acknowledged J»y the Nizam not only b\ bis 
general Lingnage bur b\ the reference winch he made to me 
through my pnnapal Moonshi If anv pan of that nght had 
l>ecn evcrasctl by the Resident our proccethngs might have liccn 
ittnhuted to jianiality nnvitt views or to motives even of a more 
dovibtfvd nature It therefore ippcaml to me more suitable to 
the imjKinancc of the subject to idvise the Nizim to refer it to die 
consideration of the Governor General in i letter from himself 
written expressly for that purpose. This procetlurc not only leaves 
our nght of interference pcrfcctlv clear and unimpaired but if 
renders the exercise of that nght much more public ind formal 
I would also l>c iitcndetl with the further advantage of giving 
us time to ascertain the real inclination of the Nizam towards the 
several candidate* and an opportunity of judging whether the 
influence, which Mooninil MoolU m particular had acquired would 
he ns pcrminent as it vris sudden and unexpected 

9 For the arguments which were employed to prevail upon 
the Nizam to address a letter to your Lordship on the subject of 
the arrangements for a new adimmstration I beg leave to refer to 
paragraphs 3 md 4 of the report No 8 vn the accompanying papers 

10 The renewal of the office of any dutinct channel of 
intercourse between the Rcsidcncv and the Durbar appeared to me 
to be unnecenarv anil likely to be protlucuve of much future 
inconvenience It is quite unnecessary became all aflhurs of im 
portance arc transacted by the Resident himself either with the 
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jMiniatci 01 the Nizam in peison and all matteis of meie detail 
aie managed with case and facility by the pimcipal Moonshies 
of the Resident and the h'linister It might be pioductive of 
futiiie inconvenience by exciting jealousy between the Minister 
and the Vakeel, hy encouraging that practice of secret and separate 
intiigues of which iheic is already too much at this corrupt court, 
and by lendeiing the Ministei less dependant on the advice and 
contiol of the Resident If the Vakeel weie a man of oidinary rank 
and condition in life immediately subordinate to the Minister, 
there could be no advantage gamed by the creation of an office of 
w'hich the duties can be just as ivell earned on by our Moonshies 
If the Vakeel' were an Omiah of lank, who enjoyed the confidence 
of tlie Nizam, then the ci cation of the office would be likely to 
produce tlie inconvenience which I have mentioned Such is the 
importance ivliich is attached to the intercourse between the 
Residency and the Durbai and such the consequence and influence 
which It confers upon the person ivho conducts it niat I am 
ivell assuied that most ot the Omrahs ivould piefer the situation of 
Vakeel to that of Minister, it their Offices ivere made distinct, and 
so much must cveiy ministei depend upon the support and assist- 
ance of the Resident, that I doubt ivhether any peison of lank and 
prudence, ivould ivillmgly accept the office of the Mamster, if it 
weie not connected with the entire management of all public inter 
course with the Resident It would be vain to say that the office 
of Vakeel should be made subordinate to that of Prime Mmisier, 
for in the picsent situation of affairs of tw'o Omiahs nearly of 
equal rank and jiretentions, w^ere appointed to those offices the 
person who held that of Vakeel w'oiild soon rise superior to the 
Minister m consideration and influence 

11 From all these consideiations I thought proper to discour- 
*age the renew^al of this office, and your Lordsfup waU observe that 
the Nizam acceded to the justice to the opinion wffiich I directed 
the Mowdvee to communicate to him upon that subject 

12 If tlie selection of a successor to Meei Allum rested entire- 
ly between Mooniinl Moolk and Sheyaioo Dow'lah, there can be no 
doubt tliat the preference ought to be given to the former, but 
still, as I had resolved to persuade the Nizam to refer the subject 
to youi Loidship, I thought it becommg to avoid my positive 
declaiation of my sentiments respecting the character and preten- 
sions of those Omiahs Notwithstanding this I authorized the 
Mowdvee to let the Nizam understand m an mduect and delicate 
manner, that of the two Omiahs in question, I should prefer the 
appointment of Moomrul Moolk to that of Sheyaroo Dowdah 

13 Your Lordship wffil remark that the result of the second 
confeience which my Mowlvee had ivith the Nizam was perfectly 
satisfactory and that His Highness very cheerfully consented to the 
propriety of his addressing a letter to your Lordship respecting 
the appomtment of a successor to the late mmistcr 
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14. Hu Highncis dclil>cn!tcd for a long time on the terms 
111 winch he shomd address >our Lonhhip Many drafts of letters 
were prepared Imt none suited His Highness s fancy and 
dunng thu penod he was recommended hj Im physicians to make 
an excursion in the counirs for the benefit of his health While 
he was om in this cxairston he passctl most of liu time m hunting 
and other amusements appeared to lie in the most cheerful temper 
and sccmctl to forget all public business As the Government 
continuctl to be conducted m Its usual routtne and with perfect 
regularity under the supcnntcndcncc of Rajah Chandu Lai there 
vraa no immediate necessity for urging the Nizam to carry into 
cfTcct his intention of wnnng to your Lordship and indeed I was 
anxious that every stq) m inc arrangement for a miniilry should 
he well ctmsidcrctl by tlic Nizam himsdf and should seem to 

r rocced from His Highness s uninfluenced judgmenL I heard that 
Iis Highness had conceive*! some doubts of the propnciy of 
addressing a letter to your Lordship but 1 could not ascertain 
whether thc\ arose from x reluctance to acknowledge in so formal 
n manner the nght of the llntish Government to direct His 
Highness t judgment m the choice of a minister or from a notion 
that such a step would be contraiy to custom and Punailio to 
l)Oih of which Ills Highness pays great regard However I did 
not rcigintc the subject till the 4m of January whcR I sent the 
Mowlvce to Ills Highness to enquire vrhcilier he has made up hu 
mind rcspcaing the terms in which the letter was to be vvnitcn and 
when he intended to dispatch it 

15 The paper No 3 contains a report of what passed on that 
occasion between the Nizam and m^ Mowlvce. His Highness 
did not express any o^caion to wnic the proposed letter bur 
seemed to be afraid of doing something informal and unusual 
He also made Chandu Lai recapitulate m the presence of the 
Mowlvce the substance of the conversation which passed between 
them the day after Mcer Alfums death respecting several arrange* 
ments for a new xdmmistrauon a report of which conversation I 
had the honour to convey to your Loroship and he was v’cry pomted 
m declaring that he was maifrcrcnt os to any particular mode of 
arrangement and was only desirous that such a mode should be 
adopted as might be beneficial to the mutual mtcrcsts of the two 
states. He mentioned the names naiher of Moomrul Moolk 
nor of Shevaroo Dowlah and the object of his declaration to the 
Mowlwcc, which immediately follov^ the relation of Chandu 
Lais conversation was cvidendy to give your Lordship a choice 
amongst the several plans, that were suggested by the Rajah 

16 The fact is, that the Nizam from the result of his former 
conference with the Mowlvce and from other arcumstanccs was 
m some degree assured that we felt no particular mtcrest respectmg 
the nomination of Moomrul Moolk at least, that we should not 
urge it against His Highness s declared wilL As Moomrul MooDt 
was present at the last conference, it could not be expected that 
His Highness should make any more cipbat declaiaaon of his 



NIZAMIS AFFAIRS 


287 


nidilTcrcncc towauK that persons appointment, but his intention 
was evident enough, when it is considered that Moonirul Moolk's 
name was only classed accoidmg to his lank m the long list of 
Omrahs which included almost cveiy peison of any rank or res^iect- 
ahihty at the Court 

17 There can he no doubt that Jymatoo Nissa Begum 
withdrew her suppoit from Moonuul Moolk when she discovered 
that It was quite out of hti power to perform his promise of assist- 
ing the Mews of Rajah Kajendia and Chandni Begum was 
certainly prevailed upon the faiour of Moonirul Moolk’s jiromotion 
under the supposition th.it it would be the best mode of securing 
the interests of Chandu Lai But she detected Moonirul Moolk’s 
attempts to injure the character of Chandu Lai m the ojimion of 
the Nizam for His Highness spoke to her unresen'edly respecting 
the .iccusations which Aloonirul Moofk preferred against Chandu 
Lai, and the wish expressed by Julian Parwar Begum to procuie 
the situation of Paishkar for R.ajah Roop Lall Since that peiiod, 
Chandni Begum who has more influence o\ei the Nizam than 
any other of the w'omen about him, has discontinued her support 
in fa\oui of Moonirul Moolk and both this Begum and Jymatoo 
Nissa Begum have united to persuade ihc Nizam to make his 
eldest son by Chandni Begum, Wallee Ahud 

18 After the Niz^am’s leturn to the city he w.is engaged in 
preparing with his own hand tlic diafi of a letter to your Lord- 
ship, and w’hen he had s.itisfied himself ujion the forms m w'hich 
the lettei should be written he lequiied the attendance of my 
Mow'hee who .accordingly wanted ujion His Highness on the 
loth of January I have made out a statement of the conversation 
W'hich passed between them and which is reported m No 4 of the 
papers attached to the present dispatch 

19 His Highness appeared to be still apprehensive of the 
inform.ality of addressing the first letiei to your Loidship on such 
a subject as the appointment of a minister His Highness did noi 
appear to doubt the propriety of consulting your Lordship’s wishes, 
but hesitated merely on the mode of doing it But the assurances 
made m my name by the Mowlvee, togedier w'lth tlie arguments 
employed m the 5th paragraph of the report No 4 completely 
satisfied His Highness, ivho promised to admit of no furthei delay 
m the dispatch of the letter 

20 How'ever before the letter was sent to me. His Higlmess 
consulted his mother and Chandni Begum respecting the propriety 
of w'ritmg such a letter to the Governor-General The former said 
that she w'ould take the subject into her consideration and give 
His Highness a reply the followmg day In this interval she sent 
to consult Rajah Rajendra who, I believe, was adverse to the 
measure and the Begum consequently objected to ii The Chandni 
Begum advised the Nizam to dispatch the letter w'lthout loss of 
time. In this dilemma the Nizam determined to take the opmion 
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of Umjudool Moolk uho<c achicc wa^ so fi\oiirablc to the dispatdi 
ot the letter that Ills IIi|^hno*» no longer licsmtctl but sent ilic 
Khurccinh to me the follouing morning 

z\ I shall do myself the honour to transmit Ilis Iliglmcisi 
Khurcctali to ilic Persian Department by this da) * post 

aa I can \cntiirc to assure )oiir l^inblnp tint ilic Kitcr winch 
the Ni7-Tin Ins addre «c<l to \oii is auircl) of Uis UighnciSh own 
nimjHjsmon ITic drift was made out in Ins owti Innd and was 
sent to be aipictl 1)\ Hnshidmldowla the son of Tiicisamull Moolk 
The first paragrapli alluded to the tcprescntations made Un Rajah 
Chamlu 1^1 wludi Ills IJiglme^s was ju> ansioiis ihoiild Iw parti 
cularly cyplametl to Nour Lordship 

I ln\c the honour to l>e 
Sir 

^our nuist olxalicni servant 
I SM)IN’nA\J 
Ri'Milent at Hvihrabad 


Hjdcraliad 

Tlic 6ih Febniarv 1809, 


Report h\ \t(icl re \fir fim Alt of xhtcli petised at the Dorfirtr 
o;i the titorutni^ of the nud Derrmber 

I went into an intenor apartment in the Malial where the 
Nizam was sitting with Mooninil Moolk and Jlajnh Chandu Lai 
Zeenhool Moolk vthc \rz llcgcc) and two servants were m attend 
ance At some distance tl ere wca some feiaale servants and as 
there were Kanauts placed iKhmd the Musmd 1 ronjccinrc lliai 
some of tile licgitms were sitting in the other side of tlicni. 

After I Ivavl hcen orderevl to down IIis Highn«>s desntsl 
Zecahool Moolk and ilic servants to rctin nnti he told Moomrul 
Moolk to approach the Musmid After making cnquincs niter 
the Residents health tlic Nizam turned towards Moomrul Moolk 
and directed him to mention certain aroinistanccs to me. 

3 Moonmil Moolk accordingly nddressed me, and said iliat 
dunng the administration of Ghiilnm S\cd Khan nnd Mccr Abool 
Kasim there were manv pajwrs windi nxjuircd the signature of the 
minister and His Highness wished to know what wns to l>e done 
with similar papers it present. 

4- I repbed that His Highness would of course determine 
upon that according to his will and pleasure. 

5 His Highness said no Do you tell me what ouglit to be 
done. I ask your advice and request that you vrill give me your 
opmion without reserve. 
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6 I answered that His Highness’s question was connected 
with certain circumstances which the Resident had desired me to 
represent to IIis Highness That as these circumstances were of a 
delicate natuie, and suited only to His Highness’s car, I begged he 
would pcimit me to communitate them to him in piivate Upon 
tins His Highness ordcicd hlooninil Moolk and Rajah Chandu Lai 
to retire to the furthercst end of die room I approached the 
Musnud and spoke as follows 

7 The Resident is of opinion that a powerful and extensive 
Goxernment requires a hlmistci, and that your Highness should 
think of some person to fill the office, which has been left vacant 
by the death ol iMccr Abool Kasim The selection and ^point 
ment rest with your Highness, but of course the British Govern 
ment has a right to expect that your Highness’s choice should fall 
upon a person properly qualified for that important and difficult 
office, who IS acquainted nith the forms of conducting busmes' 
between two powerful states, and who is disposed to contribute to 
the stability of that alliance which connects your Highness with the 
British Go\ eminent The Governor-General, who naturally feels 
the most lively interest m the w^elfarc of your Highness’s state, will 
be anxious to be made acquainted with your Highness’s intentions 
upon diis subject The Resident participates on that anxiety and 
has desired me to say that he has no doubt that your Highness’s 
choice of a successor will be such as will do credit to your wisdom 
and judgment 

8 The Nizam replied, there are two offices to be thought of, 
one that w'hich is properly called the Diwani, and the other tlie 
Wakalat or office of foreign affairs There are two persons, who 
from their services, have the strongest claims upon the state I 
mean Ghulam Syed Khan and Meer Abdul Kadir Their depen- 
dants therefore are the best entitled to my favour Of the prmci- 
pal descendants of both those persons which do you think the most 
w'orthy of preference Neither of them, I am assured are likely to 
become dangerous to the interests of the alliance 

9 I replied that His Highness’s question was of so delicate a 
nature, that I did not feel myself at liberty to reply to it But 
L would communicate it to the Resident and convey his reply to 
His Highness 

10 The Nizam said that do you think what will he the 
Resident’s answer I replied that 1 could not exaedy say, as I 
had never heard the Resident express any opimon on the com- 
parative meiits of the persons to whom His Highness alluded 

11 The Nizam enqmred what degree of confidence the 
Resident placed m me I answered that on such subjects as the 
present, I had only to communicate to the Nizam what the 
Resident said and to the Resident what His Highness might say. 

37 
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12 The Niznm obwned I tpcak to you as a fnentl and 
\tuh to ascertain youf opinion. I replied that His Highness 
did me too great an honour that I 1^’as not authorized to declare 
any opinion of my own upon so ddicatc a subject and I could 
not \cntufe to step beyono my imtrunions Hii Highness was 
the best judge of ic relative menu of his own servants and I 
was a stranger to them 

13 The Nizam said that ccnainlj Moonlrul Moolk was a 
man of cxpcncncc and uisdom and after a short pause, His 
Highness added nor Is Shcyarool Moolk dcfiacni in under 
standing 

14- Presently aftersTards His Highness said suppose we 
propose the question to both of them I obsersed that I thoughf 
St quite unnecessary to propose such a question to the person^ 
themselves. HU Highness should weigh m his own mind their 
relative ments and pretentions and deicrminc who was roost 
worthy of preferment 

15 Ills Highnas then called Moonirul Moolk to him and 
said Mowhec tells me that the Resident proposes a minister 
should be appointed who bears a good character who is skilled m 
business, who is acquainted with the mutual iniercsts of both 
states and whose nppoictmem would do me credit This is 
exactly what I told you and 1 desire that you inll relate to the 
Mowlvcc what passed between us on this suoject 

16 Moonirul Moolk related what, had passed uhich comaded 
exactly with the repon that was sent to the Resident on the nth 
of the month. He afterwards went on to profess his attachment 
^nd devotion to the Nizam and hu resolution to promote the 
prospenty of the country and the friendship benreen ilie allied 
states. 

17 The Nizam said that Shc^r Dowlah had applied for the 
office of Mimstcr and had made similar professions to him. That 
he had heard Shamsool Omrah would not decline the siruaDon 
and was one of the pnnapal and most trusnvorthy officers under 
the Government. Turning, round to Chandu Lai Hu Highness 
asked did you not meonon thu to me. Chandu LaJ rephra that 
he did mention the name of Shamsool Omrah with those of the 
other pnnapal Omrabs at Court but made no particular remark 
regardmg him. 

18 Hii Highness then said to me you sec how matters stand 
at present. You will, communicate to the Resident all that has 
pawed between, us and you will come to me tomorrow to let me 
know what he says upon the subject I have told you without 
any reserve all that, Im passed m my mind and I am assured the 
Rpsideiit will be equ^y unreserred with me, and will give me sudi 
advice as he thinks most conduare to my mterest and die welfare 
of, my state. - 
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Report of the Mowhec, of \uhat passed at Durbar on the inbrmng 

of the December iSdS 

I found the Nizam in die same room, witli die same persons 
and servants as yesterdays 

1 His Highness enquired with an apfieArance of anxiety 
whether I had brought horn' the Resident any answer to the 
question which lie had put to me yesterday I replied that I 
would do myself the honour to represent' to His Highness what I 
had been charged to say on diat subject, if he would permit us to 
be quite private His Highness immediately oidered Moomrul 
Moolk, Cnandu Lai, and the attendants, to retire, after which, I 
stated that yesterday at noon I had communicated to the Resident 
every word that His Highness had said to -me, that the Resident had 
taken it all douTi m wnting and desired me to wait upon him m the 
evening That m the evening I attended the Resident, who diiect- 
ed me to make the following reply to His Highness 

3 That the Resident was much gratified and honoured by 
the confidence tvhich the Nizam reposed m him, that he would be 
careful to offer no opinion, which he did not believe to be for 
the benefit of His Highness That PIis Highness’s question lead 
to a deasion upon an arrangement of peculiar delicacy and import- 
ance upon which tlic Resident tvas reluctant to offer a determmate 
opinion, until he had first consulted the sentiments of the Governoi- 
General That he was 'only the medium of communication between 
His Highness and the GUvemor-General &nd that on all occasions 
which admitted of /a refetence, it was his especial duty to consult 
the Governor-General and to be directed -by his Lordship’s mstruc- 
tions That owing to the wisdom of His Highness and the ments 
of Chandu Lai, affairs were in so favourable a state, that no incon- 
venience or danger would atise from a short delay, and that the 
present subject demanded and 'admitted of the fullest dehberation 
If circumstances had been Such as tO' require an immediate deasion, 
the Resident would have offered hiS' advice, hbhestly and unreserved- 
ly, to the best of his judgment, and in consonance with those 
general principles, which regulate the conduct of the British Gov- 
ernment in India But there Was lio ''necessity for an immediate 
deasion, and therefore, the Resident was"' extremely anxious to refer 
the subject 'to the wisdom 'of the Govemor-GCneral m Council 

4 That His Highness might be assured that the Governor- 
General would give the subjert his most senous attention, and would 
offer such advice, as he, in his consaence, thought most suitable 
to the times, and most conducive to the honour and digmty of the 
Nizam, the prospenty and welfare of the country and to mutual 
mterests of the two states That His Highness was of course at 
entire hberty to choose his own servants, but where an- appointment 
was of such essential consequence to the harmony and good under- 
standmg of both Governments and which required so much know- 
ledge of their relative interests, it was extremely proper to obtam a 
knowledge of the sentiments of the Governdr-Oeneral before H;§ 
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Highness proceeded to confer it upon any pnrtlculdr nenon That 
the Go\cmor*Gcncnl would be much pleased and flattered at so 
unquestionable a proof of Hu Highnesses confidence and fncndshlp 
and of His Highness i anxiety to consult the Interests and wishes of 
the Bntish Go\cmmcnt From all these considcraiioni the 
Resident seriously recommended the Nizam to suspend his dctermin 
alion until he had consulted the Goxcmor-Gcncral and he thought 
that the most becoming and formal mode of consulting 
his Lordship would be hy addressing a letter to his Lordship on 
the subject. 

5 His Highness lutened urlth great attention to the whole 
of this messajgc nnd said that the Residents adnee was extremely 
proper and judiaous and sudi as might be expeaed from his 
prudence knowledge and attachmenL That he entirely approved 
of what the Rcsit^t Kid recommended and would immediately 
conform to it 

6 His Highness enquired whidi of the two persons he had 
mennoned yesterday the Resident thought best qualified for the 
situation of hfinister and what he had said regarding the two 
officers of Dewan and Wakil 

7 I replied that with regard to the latter quesuon the 
Resident had expressed hitmclThis opinion ncarh in the following 
manner 

8 The appointment of a Vakil for the express purpose of 

carrying on the public intercourse with the British Resident, was 
well adapted to former circumstances and to the nature of Ae con 
nection as it then subsisted between the two states. That it was con- 
ferred upon Meer Abool Kasim because he was particubrly 
ircll verw m pollncal knowledge and was acquainted with 
the forms and customs of the English at a time when 

they were not familiar to people at Hyderabad But 

the nature of present connection which completely united 

the interests of the both states no longer required sudi a situation 
distmn from the dewaru. In fact the appointment of Vakil had 
ceased to exist since the year 1798 from which time qH business 
had been earned on betwra the Resident and the Minister That 
since Captain Sydenham s amvxl at Hyderabad all aflairi of import 
ance had been transacted with the Nizam in person or with the 
Mirusrer and all matters of more detail had been managed through 
the agency of the Moonshces of die Resident and Minister That 
Captam Sydenham ^vas desirous to continue that mode of transact 
ing business because he thought it the most direct simple, ceitam 
and satisfactory to both parpes. That m his opinion therefore 
the Vakil as a Separate tod distinct appomtment was unnecessary 
and might be inconvement. 

9. His Highness desired that what the Resident said upon thU 
suhiect was perfectly just but he wished to know what was the 
Resident’s opmion ot the rqnjpa^anvc merits Moonirul Moolk 
pnd Sheyarpo Dotilab _ 
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10 I replied that I was not authorized to make any communi- 
cation upon that subject, and indeed the Resident appeared reluc- 
tant to offer any opinion, that might lead His 'Highness to conceive 
that he was personally interested m the promotion of either of those 
persons 

11 His Highness replied that he was assured the Resident 
could have no other object m view than the real mterests of the 
state, that he was desirous to ascertam the Resident’s private 
opinion of those persons, and requested with much earnestness that 
I would give him some general notion of the Resident’s sentiments 
on that subject 

12 I then observed that without entering mto a particular 
comparison of their merits, the Resident had remarked that 
Sheyaroo Dowlah was stiff young and perfectly mexperienced m 
public busmess, and that never having conversed with Sheyaroo 
Dowla It was impossible for the Resident to judge how far he was 
quahfied for the highest office m the state Moomrul Moolk was 
more advanced m years, and had been m some degree accustomed 
to busmess and that bemg well known to the Resident, he would 
naturally feel more confidence m transactmg busmess with Moomrul 
Moolk than with a perfect stranger 

13 His Highness assented to the justice of this remark, and 
terminated the conversation by saying that he would reflect upon 
the terms m which he should write to the Governor-General, that 
being a subject of great dehcacy and importance it required 
deliberation, but that the Resident imght m the mean time, be 
assured that Ehs Highness would take no step without the previous 
advice of the Resident 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 

First Assistant 

Report of Mowlvee Meer Ebn Ah, of what passed when he waited on 
the Nizam at Umherpeth the /^th of January 

1 I went to an open verandah on the outside of the garden 
waff, where I found Moomrul Moolk and Rajah Chandulal After 
waiting a short time we were summoned to attend the Nizam, whom 

* we found m a small tent withm the garden 

2 Rajah Chandulal represented to His Highness that the 
family of Mahipat Ram had arrived at the Tarbund near the city 
and that he thought they had better come to the Foundry on the 
north side of the nver, to be delivered over to the officer who was 
to escort them to Benares His Highness rephed that it would be 
very proper and then addressmg himself to me, made many en- 
quiries of the aty of Benares and the river Ganges 

3 After speakmg upon these and other indifferent subjects 
His Highness enquued what I had to say to him I answered that 
I was desired by the Resident to put His Highness in mind of the 
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letter which His Ilichncss hatl contented to ^mte to the Governor 
General respecting me anpoinimcnt of a successor to Mccr Alluro. 
Tliat the Resident thoucht the subject too important to be dropped 
and if Hi* Highness still intended lo tmte to llie Goremor-Gcncral 
upon It the sooner the letter tvas prepared and dispatched the 
better 

4 His Highness said that he admitted the propnety of the 
Residents advice and would follow it but that on a former occasion 
no sucli letter had been written by him to Lord Wellesley on 
the contrary his Lordship had first written a letter to His Highness 
rcspecung the appointment of a successor to Ghulam Syed Wian, 
and therefore Ills lUchncss was afraid of doing anj thing on the 
present occasion which might be thought informal or unusual 

5 I replied tliat difTcrcnt drcumsiances required a different 
measures that tlicn. would be nothing Improper or informal In Hii 
Highness! writing a letter to consult the Governor-General rcspcc 
ting an arrangement winch was of sucli material consequence to 
Ixjin states On the contrary the Govcmor-Ccncral woula be much 
plcav^<l with Ills Highness for hiving shown so much soliatude 
to obtain his advice before he proceeded to make any appointment 
and It was with this view that the Resident had recommended the 
mcisure to His Highness s notice. 

6 His Highness then said I may wntc this letter without 
any future evil consequences. I replied assuredly 

7 After some furtlicr conversation His Highness said I shall 
remain in the counir) for a few days longer antf visit the shnne of 
Mowlah All after which I shall return to my palace In the aty 
and wntc an appropriate Icncr to the Governor-General 

8 Hls Highnesa then told me that Raph Chandulal had re 
presented some arcumsianccs for the good of the state, which I 
must listen to and rcbic to the Resident in order that the Resident 
might communicate them to the Gov cmor-GcncraL Accordmgly 
Ch^dii Lai mentioned the several arrangements which he had 
proposed to the Nizam on the day after Mcer Allums death. 
\Vhcn Chandu Lai had concluded the Nizam said to me tell the 
Resident to vvnte all these arcunutances fully to the Governor 
General All that I require is that the affairs of Government 
should be properly conducted that ray subjects should cn^y peace 
and secunty that I should not be troubl^ vnth complaints and 
that my aluance with the Bntish Government should not be dis- 
turbed Provided these object* be attained I do not care who is the 
Mimstcr Shortly after this we nil retired 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
First Assistant. 

Report by Mowhee Meer'' Ebn Ah of what passed at the Durbar 
on the \oth January 

I went to the palace and fotmd Moomnil Moolk and Rajah 
Chandu Lall waitmg in the Dewan Khana. I jomed them and 
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after niA ainx.il liad been niatlc known to the Nizam, an Asccl 
came to n*-, anti Mtd that I Its Iltj^bncss still ftU some doubts, upon 
ibc propiictv ol dispattbmg the letter to the Gov cinor-Gencral and 
was desirous to consult me once mote iijvon that subject I told the 
Asccl that if Ills lligbtuss would honoiii me with a private .mdicncc, 
I hoped to be able to it move all doubts fiom bis mind When the 
Aseti commuuitatcd this mtss.igc to the Ni/am, Mis Highness 
directed iis to attend him 

Mis Ilighmss leptated the same obseivations which he had 
made at Umlnrpiib and s.nd he was afiaul of doing any thing that 
was unusual, pantculailv as on a foimcr occasion, juecisely similar 
the Governor General had addressed the fust Iciiei to him 

I s.nd cverv thing that occurred to me likely to remove those 
doubts Irom I hs llitjbness's mind and assured liim that the 
Gov Cl noi -General could (eel nothing but gnitificd at His Highness’s 
aiiMCiv to counuIi lum on an arrangement of so much importance 
to the interests of both st.ites 

His Highness replied that be was fiillv' awaic of the propriety 
of consultintr the Govcrnoi CJcncral He was onlv m doubt as to 
the pioper mode of consulting the Governor-General whether by a 
Icttci to bis Lordship or bv a message thtough the Resident 

I rejilied that the effect of both was the same, but the Resident 
thought It more suitable to the importance of the occasion that His 
Highness should Inmsdf consult the Gov einor-Gcncial m a letter 
written e\presslv foi th.it jnirpose It was both a more formal 
and more complimcnt.iiy wav than the communication of a mere 
message through the Resident 

This icmark appc.iied to satisfy ilic Nizam, and he observed 
that he could place implicit confidence in the rectitude of the 
Resident’s judgment He added that he would lose no time in 
preparing the Khurcctah and in sending it to the Resident for 
transmission to Calcutta 

A true copy 

CHARLES RUSSELL 

Letter No v^ — It is a covering note to a copy of his address to the 
Vice-President m Council, dated 2nd July 1811 In this 
address he describes the strange conduct of the Nizam and 
his demand of accounts of money from Raja Chandu Lai, 
the Peshkar The details of the court mtngues and lad^jds 
influence are also desenbed 

From— HENERY RUSSELL, RESIDENT AT HYDERA- 
BAD. 

To— RICHARD JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, the 1 6th July 1811. 

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of my despatch 
No 4 to the honourable the vice-president 
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Tt>— HIS EXCELLENCE I lEUT -GENERAL HEWIHT 
VICE PRESIDENT FORT WILT I AM 
Honourable Sir 

1 am sorry to acquaint joiir Exccllctic) that the Nizam ha* 
within thcK feu dijs renewed hi* altercation irith Ranh Chandu 
Lai about his account* and ha* ljcha\cd with great folly Molcncc 
and indecency 

2 I stated to your Excellency in the 5th paragraph of my 
addre** No 2 dated the 2i*t of May that the Nizam had directed 
that all mailer* of business might be referred to him tlirough 
Moonirul Moolk* niece Juhan l*an\-ar Begum Since that time 
the Nizam lias generally given his order* to her m the Cnt instance, 
and she has conveyed them to the person to whom they rclaictL 
The paper in the f^zara* handivnitine retjumng Rajah Chandu 
Lai to refund the amount pretended to Be due bj him to the Gov 
emment ivas sent by the Begum to Moonirul Moolk and dcliicrcd 
by him to the Rajan. 

3 A feu cicningi ago the Nizam asked Juhan Puruar 

Begum whether Rajah Chandulal had yet paid the money he had 
direacd her to demand of him. The «gum said that inc Rajah 
had neither paid the money nor appeared as if he intended to do 
KL WHiai said the Nizam he has not refused to pay it to you 
has he ? '^e* he has replied the Begum and I have failed m 

every attempt I have made to get from him” "Then I uill get it 
from him mvTicir said the Nizam- The Begum said very artfully 
that she haa doubted uhether the Nizam would be able to get 
money that she had tried ever) means m her power but that uie 
Rajah seemed obstinately resolved not to pay it to any body *But 
I will get It though CN^imcd the Nizam ^as you shall sec I have 
tned i^d measures without success I will now try other If he 
will not p;^ the money by Bur means I will take care that he shall 
pay It by foul" 

4. The next monung *ooa after Chandulal and Mumnil 
Moolk 8 arrival at the Durbar the Nizam who was a* usual m the 
inner apartment* of the palace, sent out Sahir Ah Khan to the 
Rajah to dcfue that he would discharge the balance due to Tum 
to the Sirkar The Rajah replied he really did not know what 
balance hia Highness meant. He liad rendered his account faith- 
fully and »o far from there appearmg to be any balance against 
him the expenses considerably exewded the receipts. If his High- 
ness thought there uus any error m tlie acrounts the Rajah cn 
treated he would be pleased to pomt it out. The Nizam then sent 
an absurd statement to the Rajah csumating the Revenne* of a 
great part of the country by the Kaumil instead of the Woosool* 
insertmg many distncts which had been granted out m Jaghcer 
takmg credit for the Choute collected by the Peshwa s officer* and 

•The Kijmll U th« notrunal smoimt of revenoe of e*ch dirtnct of TlUiBe 
•ccordiQgto t stitemetit prtptred Tihen the Decern belorped to the King* of 
Delhi The Troowjlie the ml amoont now collected- Tbomooool gencrelJr 
wies from J to f of the Kiumil In • Tei7 few pcticuler {t equal* it- 
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for a large portion of the secunnee or imnistei’s fees, and exhibiting 
a balance of about foui croies of Rupees against the Rajah 
Chandulal in his answei very patiently and respectfully explained 
the fallacy of tjns statement, he said he was atiaid His Highness 
might not have accurately imderstood the different parts of the 
intiicate and voluminous accounts he had submitted to him, and 
earnestly entieated diat he imght not he demed the privilege of 
waitmg on His Highness to explam them to hun m peison To 
this the Nizam sent a very foohsh tliough a very characteristic 
reply “Wliat do you mean' said he “by insmuatmg that I do not 
understand your accounts I do understand them perfectly I have 
examined tliem with great attention Bunnee Begum too has 
seen them Sahir Ah !]^an has seen them And wiU you pretend 
to say that they do not understand accounts? Pay the money 
immediately or I mil take measures to make you pay it” Bunnee 
Begum is a wiiter m tlie service of Juhan Paiwai Begum, and 
Sahir All Khan is one of the mirdates of Choubdars The Rajah 
agam sent word to the Nizam tliat he was deeply concerned he 
could not prevail upon His Higness to see him, and that notlimg 
he had urged could produce any effect upon His Highness’s mind, 
he had already said every thing he had to say, and it would be 
disrespectful m him to persevere m merely repeating it If the 
money His Highness required from him was demanded accordmg 
to any account, he entreated that tlie account might be submitted 
to a fair examination If it was demanded without any reference to 
accounts, all tha^he could say was, that the whole of his property 
even his life belonged to the Nizam, and might be taken from him 
at any time His Highness chose to require them , he was consaous 
m his own brea'st of havmg performed the part of an honest, 
faithful servant and was at all times prepared to lose his property 
as he gained it, and to end his life as he had passed it, m the service 
of his master This temperate respectful appeal however was 
entirely thrown away upon the Nizam He said “It was money 
and not fine words he wanted and that it was of no use therefore 
to amuse him with empty talkmg It seemed that Sahir Ah Khan 
through whom all the messages were conveyed backwards and 
forwards, was not able to get the money from Chandu lal and that 
he would therefore employ some other servant who would be both 
able and tvillmg to get it too ” The Rajah stdl contmued to re- 
monstrate patiently and temperately but he could get no othei 
answer from the Nizam than merely “Brmg the money, bnng the 
money (Paise Lao paise Lao) which the Nizam towards the close of 
the day repeated over and over agam, with the most absurd and 
stupid obstmacy At last at about eleven 1 1 O’ clock at night, the 
Rajah being quite exhausted with anxiety, fatigue, and want of 
sustenance and findmg that no impression was to be made upon the 
Nizam, sent m word that he had not eaten any thmg smee the 
mommg and was very much tired, and with His Highness’s permi<^ 
sion therefore would then go home The Nizam desired hun to go, 
and return to the palace early the next mommg and at kc saiof 
38 
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time he sent a message to Munirool Mooh. which was clcUvcrctl iti 
the open dcsmng him to depute officcri of Jus o\m to assume cliargc 
of the country and to appoint Moolusuddics to take chaigc of the 
diitcrcnt department* here To tins message iMooniruI Moolk 
made no answer JIc liad 1>ccn present witli ilic Hajah at the 
Durbar all da) hut Itad not taken nti> arti\c sltnrc m the d;s> 
cuwtion that was going on It wa» near mid night when Moonirul 
Moolk and the Kajah left the palace 


5 This took place on the 28th ultimo On the 29th die 
Rajah went to the Durbar at an carl) hour Moonmd Moolk was 
there The Nizam \ns asleep When he got up Cliandulal 
desired Sahir Ah Khan would take in n message from him sa)mg 
he anxiousl) hoped IIis Highness would l>c plca*^! to admit him 
to an audience and to listen 10 the cvpbnation he was desirous of 
affording on the subject of bis accounts Sabir AU Khan refused 
to take in the message because he was not on duty that da) and 
the Choubdar who w'ai on dut\ said he would not talc it in because 
the subject of it Iwlongcd to Tahir Ah Klian The Nizam has of 
late been so violent m his bclmaour that even hts own menial 
servamts arc afraid to approach him Chandubl could not prevail 
upon an) l>ody to take a message in to the Nizam and the Nizam 
sent no message out to either him or Moonirul Moolk At last at 
about one Odock Moonirul Moolk said tint he would send in a 
Simama of his own with a message to lus niece Jnhan Parwar 
Begum which he did and received for answer from her that Nizam 
had said nothing more about the accounts and that she did not 
dare to speak to him about them until he could tell him that the 
monc) had been [laid that she imagincil unless the Nizam pave 
any orders to the contrary Moonirul Moolk and Chandulal might 
go home at the usual hour and the servant was going on with the 
answer vrhen Moonirul Moolk stopped him M)mg very well 
very vrell 1 understand ” and then turning to the Rajah said he 
bclicval they had iKttcr go home which the) did immediately 

d I called on Rajah Chandulal directly he returned from the 
palace. He repeated to me every thing liiat had passed between 
lumself and tlic Nizam the day before, and told he was quite 
distracted with the difficulties of his situation and real) knew not 
other what to do or what to expect He imputed all his embarrass 
ments to Moomrul Moolk s mtngues He said he still thought 
notwaihstandmg all that had passed that the Nizam liad no personal 
dislike of him at bottom at least that he liked him as well as he 
liked any bo<^ else about the Durbar and that the only personal 
mterest the Nizam felt on the present occasion was the desire of 
extorting money from him. In every other respect, he was penuad 
cd the Ni z a m was a mere tool in the hands of Mooninif Moolk 
and ills associates 
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7 ^Lsaid every thing I could to encourage and animate the 
Rajah and assured him that he had nothing to apprehend I had 
already told him he should have my zealous support whenever it 
became necessaiy and I was now prepared to give it to him firmly 
and decidedly The Rajah expiessed himself m teims of great 
gratitude to the British Government for the consideiation they had 
tor him, and said he now feared it would become absolutely 
necessary for him to appeal to me for assistance, but that for his own 
sake, he wished to defer calhng m my active mterposition as long 
as he tliought there was any chance, left of his being able to do 
without it I told the Rajah that I should be guided very much by 
his opinion regarding the time at which I should mterfere between 
him and the Nizam, and as he evidently -wished that I should wait 
a little longer, it was determmed tliat the Rajah should go to the 
Durbar agam as usual the next day , if the Nizam would hsten to 
him, be was to endeavour to obtain an audience, and bring him to 
reason, but if the Nizam persisted m his violence and either 
enforced his orders to Moonirul Moolk, or attempted any other 
decided step against Chandulal, the Rajah was to remonstrate m a 
written Aizee and upon that proving ineffectual, as m all proba- 
bihty It would, I was myself to demand an audience of the Nizam, 
and act as his temper and disposition of mind might appear to 
make most desirable for diverting him from his present disgrace- 
ful Ime of conduct My visiting Chandlilal at su^ a time would 
of Itself show, that (unless) we mterested ourselves m his favour, 
and might peihaps m some degree deter the Nizam from continu- 
mg to act against him, especially if he had been encouraged m any 
part of his late conduct by a supposition, that we would not mter- 
fere for the Rajah’s support 

8 The next mommg which was the 30th and yesterday. 
Rajah Chandulal went to the Durbar uS usual The Nizam was m 
his female apartment He remained at the palace the whole of the 
mommg both days, but receiving no communication of any kind 
from the Nizam .both he and Moomxul Moolk returned to their 
o-wn hou<5es at the usual hour 

9 I have not thought it necessary to trouble your Excellency 
with any tedious detail of the objections raised against Rajah 
Chandulal’s accounts The extravagant sum demanded by tlie 
Nizam and the method in which he has conducted his enquiry are 
of themselves amply sufficient to stamp a character of fiction upon 
the whole proceedmg 

10 It will be satisfactory to your Excellency to hear that 
Chandulal m his present difficulties, carries -with him not only the 
esteem of all the Omra of any rank or respectabihty and of of 
the Begums m the Mahal except Mumrul Moolk’s niece, but also 
the cordial good will of the whole community Umzadul Moolk, 
Shumsul Omrah, Shall Yarool Moolk, Zeeaool Moolk, and Ihtisa- 
mool Moolk, the only pers(!)ns of any real consequence now left at 
Hyderabad, are all decidedly attached to the Rajah’s cause His 
office as Peshkar of the Pagah Party connects him particularly -with 
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Umzndul MooTV anti Shamanl Omrah In tire Mahal Chandnl 
Begum tlic Nizams favourite wfc has alwajrs Irecn his peculiar 
paironncss Tire BuUhcc Begums Jighccri have long been 
cntnwtctl to ills hmtlrer Go\in(l Buksh and i part of Jyniatoon 
Niisa Begums Jnghem arc In the' charge of one of his 
sen^ants They have all expressed themselves to the indignity to 
which every body is liable, who approaches the Nizam in the 
paroxjsms of liis anger Among the ladies of the Mahal 
BuVshi Begum has long ceased to tike anj active part m the 
concerns of the Goicmmcnt and cicn the Nizam* own mother and 
his fiiounte wife ire non afraid to speak to him Umzadul Moolk 
has ceased to attend the Durbar for some time past Ihusamul 
Moolk II very seldom there. Shamsiil Omrah and Shah Yarool 
Moolk ire generally on duty at the nalacc but the) rarely tee the 
Nrzara and they arc at any rate botn of them too young to offer 
any opinion to him Zccaoot Mulk from his office of Arazbegee 
IS alwa)s in ittcndancc hut tire Nbim hardly ever sends for ntm- 
Now and on the present occasion he lias paid him the compliment 
of not con\C)nng ani of his indecent messages to the Rajah 
tlirough him 

II The prevalent opinion openly expressed of the Nizam 
even by the members of his own family is that he is insecure and 
hn present violence is imputed to hi* not having been bled as uiual 
dunng the hot ivcither lie desired his ph)’»iaan8 to bleed him some 
tune ago but the operation from some ncadenr ivas unsuccessful 
and it has not been attempted since. The whole tenour of the 
Nizams recent conduct certainly seems to justify this opinion 
though I forbear from relating m an oTicial address any of the 
ludicrous proofs he frequently exhibits of his degrading and un 
happy calamity For some time past he has ccas^ to trust any 
body to cook nil victuals for him and now cats nothing but what 
IS dressed by his own hands. He never appears in public, and 
never pays any attention to the concerns of his Government He 
generally cats in a sullen melancholy silence m hii female apart 
ment and if he docs admit any body to his presence it is either 
his menial servants or his foster brothers or izzat Yar hhan and 
Sikandar Yar Jang, the two persons mentioned m the 15th para 
graph of my last address to your Elxcclicncy It is the onginal 
misTortunc of the Nizam s disposition and the source of the errors 
of his life, that he 11 uneasy m the soacty of the only persons 
who are fit companions for hi* rank, and who could inspire him 
with a recollection of what he owes to his people and to himself. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant 

HENRY RUSSELL. 

Resident at Hyd era bad. 

Hyderabad 
July and 1811 
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Letter No. i8. — The enclosure to this covering note is important 
The enclosure is a copy of Russell’s address to the Vice-Presi- 
dent m Council, dated the 15th July 1811. In this address 
Russell points out what the revenues of the state were m 
1803-04, what Chandulal’s relations with the British Resident 
and what Chandulal had planned to win back the Nizam’s 
confidence 

From— H RUSSELL, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD 
To— RICHARD JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Hyderabad, the 27ih July 1811 

1 ha\c the honour lo tiansmit to you a copy of my address 
No 5 to His Excellency the Vice-President 

To— HIS EXCELLENCY LIEUT -GENERAL HEWETT, 
FORT VTLLTAM 

HoxouRAniE Sir, 

1 have had the honour to receive your Excellency’s commands 
conveyed to me m the Chief Sccrctry’s dispatch of the 21st ultimo 

2 It IS \ciy gratifying to me to find tliat the report contamed 
m my address No 2 on the 21st of May had proved satisfac- 
tory to your Exccllenc)^ and that your Excellency had been pleased 
to approve of the advice I had given to Rajah Chandu Lai In the 
event of its becoming necessary for me to exert my influence foi 
the Rajah’s protection the deliveiy of the Right Hon’ble the Gov- 
ernor-Generars letter on the 2orh September to His Highness the 
Nizam, and Moonirul Moolk mil still probably be attended with 
the same beneficial consequences that they were originally mtended 
to produce I have already thought it right as a measure of pie- 
caution to communicate copies of these letters confidentially to 
Rajah Chandu Lai 

3 For some days after the date of my last address to your 
Excellency no further discussion took place about the Rajah’s ac- 
counts The Rajah went to the Durbar every morning and stayed 
there until the usual hour but the Nizam neither appeared himself 
m the pubhc apartments of the palace, nor sent any messages to 
the Rajah 

4 On the mommg of the 7th however Mumrul Moolk told 
Chandulal that Juhan Parwar Begum had sent to him by the 
Nizam’s desire for a written explanation of the statement made out 
under the Nizam’s inspection and communicated to the Rajah on 
the 28th of last month The Rajah had taken the precaution to 
prepare the explanation now called for and immediately sent it 
to the Nizam The article explaining the item of Jagheers m the 
Nizam’s statement was the only one on which His Higlmess made 
any remark He asked why so much of his country had been 
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granted away without hii knoivlcdgc or nuthonty TIjc Rajah 
replied that that ^vas a question out of hi^ poucr to nnsircr None 
of the Jaghcer referred to in the statement haung liecn gnntctl 
by him but hiNing all been conferred dunng Mccr Allums ad 
ministration when the accounts of the counir) i\crc kept b) Sooraj 
Want and Mahipai Rim The Niram said ihcj were tniion 
(Nimak Ihnm). '^ou must not foHon their example For the 
future let the dtarges Ik rc<Uicc<l to the amount at which they 
stood m i-n Failec iRo^-04 li) which meins i lialincc of revenue 
will always be left to me at the end of the ^car The diargca for 
1803-0^ were Rn|>ccs 1^019337 the receipt for list \cir were 
Rupees 18597340 The Rtmh thought it prudent m ilic present 
temper of the Nijtams mmcl to n\oi(i entering into my argument 
with Iiim ilwut the praciicihihi) of keeping the charges sratiorcry 
when the extent of ilic countiy Ind increased and he therefore 
sent for answer to the Nirjims mcsvigc mere!) that he would turn 
the subject o\cr in his mind and endeavour to mile os large n re 
duction 18 lie possibl) could in the cxj>cn«c of the Coicmment 

5 This IS the nnU occasion on which an) thing has lately 
passed. Tlie tone of the Nizam » messages wis nthcr kind to the 
Rajah than othennse, and he has taken two or tlircc opjxjrrumlics 
since of showing a favourable disposition toivards him lie has 
desired the Ra^ah to appoint a scntint of his own to sujicnntend 
a house His Higlincss is now building wiibin the enclosure of his 
palace, and a report liaiing gone abroad that the Rajah s enermes 
mtended to mate some nilfiins 10 issnsmate him ilic Nizam sent 
messages a few da)'8 ago to both Shamshul Omrah and Umjadul 
Moolk dcsinng that they ivould girc orders to tlic Pagih troops 
to be particuLirl) careful of the Rajahs person 

6 I ha\'e all along had reason to suspea that one of the means 
Munir Oo! Mulk and his agents made use of to encourage the 
Nizam in his measures against Chandu Lai wras the assunng him 
that the examination of the Rajah s accounts ivas a matter bJong 
ing cxdusi\‘cly to His Highness s domestic policy and one therefore 
m which the British Government could ha\c no pretesrt for inter 
fenng and reports where very industriously circulated through the 
aty that the Rajah had camotly and rcpcatedlj appealed to me 
for assistance but that I had pcrcmptonly refused to give it to him. 
The scene of one of these appeals was laid at Mimirul Moolk s 
house, where it was said, that on the day I visited him the Rajah 
had thrown himself at my feet In Mumrool MooU;:'s presence and 
implored my assistance as the only possible means of mtncnting 
him from his difEcultuict and that I had told the Rajah m reply 
T was exceedingly sorry for the embarrassment he was involved 
into but that I Inid no authonty to interfere m any of the internal 
arrangements of the Nizams Govemraent and that m the present 
instance, EEs Highness s pleasure must take its course.” 
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7 It IS probable theiefore that tlie Nizam understood my sud- 
den \usit to Chandulal on the 29tli ultimo m the sense m which 
I meant he should undei stand it and that he has changed his con- 
duct from discovering that tire Rajah will have my support, if he 
should stand m need of it I have since paid another visit to the 
Rajah, which seems to have pioduced the best effects m encourag- 
mg tlie Rajah himself and repressmg the hopes and activity of his 
enemies 

8 The Rajah is now endeavouring to obtam an audience of the 
Nizam at which he means to try to remove any doubts His High- 
ness may still pretend to entertam of the correctness of his accounts 
and to conciliate him by assurances of a faithful attachment to his 
peison and Government and b}'^ professmg tlie most sincere devo- 
tion to the mterests of his service The Rajah s manners are very 
mild and msmuatmg and he is so well acquainted with tlie pecuhai- 
ities of the Nizam’s temper, that if he can but get personal access 
to him, I am m great hopes he will succeed m effectmg a recon- 
ciliation 

9 The Rajah has abandoned the design of purchasmg the 
Nizam’s favour by the offei of a laige sum of money and he has 
now devised a plan, which does not seem to be hable to the same 
objections for making a permanent mcrease to the monthly sum 
paid to the Nizam for the support of his household The good 
effects of this measure vnll be lasting mstead of temporary, and 
mil give tlie^Rajah a permanent hold upon the Nizam’s mind by 
authorizing the declaration that it will not be without the greatest 
difficulty die Rajah will be able to make the increase the projects, 
and that it will be absolutely impracticable for him either to accom- 
phsh or continue it, without His Highness’s unlirmted confidence 
and support 

10 The Rajah also mtends to endeavour to make some reduc- 
tion in the charges of the Government a measure which if it is 
cautiously planned and steadily mamtamed, wdl certainly be attend- 
ed mth the most important and beneficial consequences I fear 
howevei that this design is rather specious than practicable 

1 1 Rajah Chandu Lai attaches great importance to the object 
of concihatmg the Nizam by his own efforts alone It bemg gene- 
rally knoivn that he wdl have our support if he should be driven 
to require it will of itseK give him considerable weight It may pos- 
sibly deter the Nizam from takmg any decided steps agamst him, 
and wdl at least make Munirul Moolk cautious m the prosecution 
of his mtngues But the active exertions of our mfluence m his 
favour would confirm his enemies in one of the chief advantages 
they have over him m then msmuations to the Nixam, it would at 
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ni the wmc time he sem mcswgc lo me mentioning uhat had 
occurred One of the Juhan l*artnr Ileginn* AmccIi then u-ent 
to the Rajah to a.ik what tn* the nmwn of mj wanting to $ec 
the Nizam The Rnjnh rcpltctl that I had rcccitctl a SliookU for 
Hu Highncju from the king and I uuhed to niwnt to him, I 
knou nothing altoul the king wld the Nizam Wlio ii her* \\^t 
has he got to wntc to me about? Who lirought hu Sliookka here? 
How did It come? Did it OvT Hie Rnjali said that the Shookka 
he believed was In answer to an Arzdusht which Hu Highness had 
addressed to the king, a considmWc time ago tliankmg him for 
the title* Hi* Maicsiy had been pleased to confer tipon him and 
that u had been forwartlcd to me hy the Resident at Delhi The 
Nizam wid he knew nothing at nil about the matter and dciircd 
the Raph to refer to Mecr Afliim The Ranh reminded Hu High 
ness \cry rcspcafully that Mccr Allum had licen dead three year* 
but that the former Sliookka from the king and tlie copic* of Hu 
Highness* Arzdiuhli trere m the Moonshys Office and could be 
produced immcdiatel) if Hu Highness wishctl to see them. The 
iTizam saw that although Nicer Allum liimscU iva* dead many of 
the member* of hu family were living to wlmm the Shookka might 
he delivered much more properl) twn to him But he dcsirw 
that the pper* mentioned by the Raph might lie sent to him. 

6, The next morning the Rajah took those paper* to the 
palace, and sent them in to the Nizam uho pretended to forget 
all that had passed the day before and asked what the paper* 
were about and whv he >ras troubled tvitb them. The Rii^ told 
the Nizam, that the paper* had licen sent to him by ms owm 
carets desire, and as soon as he had read them requested Hu 
Highness would fix a day for granting me in audience. The 
Nizam was astoniihcd at tlic Rajahs requiring him to receive 
me after pvmg him a formal release, imdcr his seal and tignature, 
dedanng that no traruaction* remained unsettled (alluding prob- 
ably to the arcunutance mentioned on the 3rd paragraph of 
Lt-Col Russell s address to the Goicmor-Gencral elated the 141I 
June 1810). The Rajnh said he wa» not aware that any transac 
tion did remain untcttled that I merely ^\^»hcd to pay a nsit to 
Hli Highness and that nothing surely could be more ca*y then 
for Hu Highness to rcccue me and cnicrtam me in the usual 
manner for Mif an hour The Nizam said it might perhaps appear 
very easy to the Rajih but it iras by no mean* so to him it weagh- 
ed upon Inm like n stone Ghiilam S)Td Khan and Mecr Abdul 
Kasim never troubled him m thi* way thw did every thing that 
was to be done at their own houses end left him as he wuhed to 
be left, entirely to himself. The Ra^ replied that all the duties 
which belonged to the Minister he discharged, as his predecessors 
had done, but that there were certam act* which could be per 
formed by Hu Highness alone and that the giving audience^ to 
the Resident was one of them. T have no Sjccnon" said the 
Nizam, to give audience to the Resident, when there u any real 
necessity for it hut it is quite impossible that he can have any 
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thing to say to me now how should he? He has got no money 
of mine, and I am sine I have got none of his” The Rajah 
ansAvered that all this was veiy tiue, but that I had apphed for an 
audience, and it must be granted to me, that m a former instance 
His Highness had declaied, that he would unconditionally receive 
the Resident upon all occasions, and that His Highness’s objecting 
to do so non would inevitably lead to very serious and painful 
discussions I know nothing said the Nizam “about the declara- 
tion you speak of, oi about the Resident’s light to liave an audience, 
c\crf thing that was said oi done befoie. was by Meer AUum, 
why cannot you do as he did? You aie the Ministei, and conduct 
all the business, you write my letteis, and seal tliem foi me, you 
issue ordeis, manage the countiy, and collect the Revenues, why 
theiefore cannot you leceive the Resident too^ And have me 
entiiely to myself I am a poor man (Gaiib Admee) and live quite 
secluded I keep a few female servants, and have few pots and 
pans to cook my victuals I do not trouble my head about any 
other man’s business and do not wish any other man to trouble his 
head about mine 

7 The whole of tins absurd discussion w^as conducted by the 
Nizam with the most indecent violence, and the emotions which 
prei^ailed m the Durbai, where the Nizam’s messages were delivered 
aloud to the Rajah, seemed to be alternately of pity, laughter and 
disgust For several days afteiw'aids the Nizam shut himself up 
entirely in his owai apartment and he occasionally betrayed such 
violence of passion, that the servants of the palace w'eie afiaid to 
approach hum Dunng the last few months indeed, he has shown 
a ferocity of disposition, which, adimdst all his extravagancies 
never appeared m him before He lately had one of his female 
servants tied by the hands and feet to foiu w^ooden pegs dnven 
into the giound, for no greater offence than a mistake m the method 
of boiling some eggs, and after keeping her m that situation for 
several days, he had hei beaten until she actually expired m his 
presence About a fortnight ago he had anothei of his female ser- 
vants so unliumanly beaten for some equally trifling offence, that 
she died m a few^ hours, and a day now hardly passes wathout his 
exercising some cruelty towards his women which makes his charac- 
ter as odious, as it is contemptible The impression which this 
conduct has occasioned may easily be imagined Those pesrons 
who are able to get aw^ay from the Nizam, aie naturally eager to 
do so, and nothing I am told can exceed the nusery of those 
wfliose situations unavoidably expose them to the paroxyms of his 
rage Both the Bukshi Begum and the Jyniatoo Nissa Begum 
left the palace m disgust about six w^eeks ago and are now hving 
at a village of Jyniatoo Nissa Begum’s about six miles from 
the city They had for some time been upon bad terms with the 
Nizam m consequence of the violence and indecency of his conduct 
8 At length after waiting neaily a week Rajah Chandu Lai 
sent an Arzee to the Nizam, of w^hich I have the honour to enclose 
a copy and translation I hope your Excellency ivill think the 
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style of this Arzcc sufUacntl) respectful It ^ras onginally express 
cd with such timidity and abjeanaa as seem m to me to lie cal 
culatcd to cncouniCT the Nizam Jn his opposition and I had some 
difficulty m pnnatfing on the Rajah to omit the phrase I approach 
>our Highnw with fear and trembling (lurz^r o iiirsanj The 
irant of personal firmness It a great defect of Chandu Lall s public 
character Both Azimul Omrah and Mcer Allum were able by 
their own cfTorts to promote in some degree the success of the 
measures whicli we noopted for their support The Nlrsim feared 
though he liaicd them but Chandu Lat can giv-c no assistance. 
We haNC to support him against Im oini fears as well as against 
the opposition ot the Nizam and the means of attaining our object 
arc therefore Icsscnctl as the diflicult) of it is incrcaseil 

9 Wlicn the Rajah I Arzcc was delivered to the Nizam Ire 
flew into a violent passion and asked the Asecl who brought it, 
how she dared give such a paper lo him He sent a mess^ to 
the Rajah sa>mg that he Iiad hoped there had been an end of 
the subject that it was not possible I should have an) thing to 
tay to him that as to the Firman he had alrcad) dcsir^ it might 
be delivered to Mcer Allum s family who must knovr more about 
u then he did and that if 1 liad an) oiher liusmcM I might go 
to Mcer AUum or Chandu Lnl The Rajah replied tlvat the Rcsi 
deni called on IIis Highness as the representatives of the Govern- 
ment which was His Iliglmcsss best fnend and that when he liad 
called formerly on Mcer Allum or now upon the Rajah himself 
It was a distmalon they owed exclusively to the offices which His 
Highness had done them the honour to confide to them that the 
apprehensions His Highness appeared to entertain were unfounded 
and unjust and that His Ili^new ought not to consider those 
men as his fnends who had taken jiains to inspire him vnth them, 
that all ordinary business was conducted by tlic Resident with the 
Minister but inat m those eases where tne Resident found that 
the Ministers Representations were not attended to by His High- 
ness, of course he would be obliged to address himself directly to 
Plis Highness m person 

10 The tone of this messan so much more spirited than 
that which xs generally adopted by the Rajah seemed to produce 
some good effca upon the ^izam. He said vc^ well if that is 
the case, I have no objection to see Mr Rusclb I will receive him 
at a nmc. But what u thu paper which he has brought from the 
Ling What have I to do vnxh u? If u belongs to anybody 
turdy It IS to him who wrote the letter to'which it is said to be 
answer it was Mecr Allum and not I who wrote that letter and 
It 18 to him therefore, and not to me that it ought to have been 
sent If he IS dead let it be delivered to his family 

11 The Shookka from die long became a matter of mere 

form It would have— nothing onginally whether I delivered 

it to the Nizam or to his Minvster but as I had formally announced 
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nn intcnnon of ddivcMiiig it to the Ni/am in jicrson, and as I had 
indeed made it the plea on nhicli I applied for an audience it 
appeared to me that it nould be improper to ^ve any sort of 
countenance to the Nizam’s discreditable suspicions, or to submit 
to any rJiing like a condition of his gianting me an audience, by 
coiiseiiiing to suppicss the Shookka oi receiving in any respect 
from tbe ground I had originally taken Rajah Chandu Lai tried 
to divert me fiom this resolution and urged me very strongly to 
concede the point of delnermg the Shookka to the Nizam But 
when he found that 1 was not to be moved, he prepared another 
Arzee which he endcaioured to get dclucrcd to the Nizam All 
the scrianis of the palace however said, that after what had passed 
they did not dare to appioach the Nizam upon die subject, and 
they absolutely refused to take charge of die Rajah’s Arzee It 
then became absolutely necessary for me to apjily directly to die 
Nizam, myself and I therefore addressed a letter to His Highness 
of which 1 have honour lo enclose a copy and translation 

12 The Nizam expressed a good deal of angei and surprize, 
when my letter was deliveied to him, and asked the Rajah, why 
he had not settled the business without making it necessary for 
me to write to His Highness The Rajah said, that he had done 
every thing in his po^vcr and that tw'o days before he had address- 
ed an Arzee to His Highness telling him so, but could not get it 
dclucrcd to IIis Highness The Niz^m sent for this Arzee and 
after reading it asked the Rajah if the object of my visit related 
to him, if It did, m w'hat w'ay and if it did not, why he interposed 
so warmly about it And lie then ran into very much the same 
sort foolish, unmeaning altercation he had gone into before He 
said I know' nothing at all about the Farinan The Aizdasht to 
the king was w'rittcn W'hcn Mccr Allum was Minister, and Cap- 
tain Sydenham Resident One of tlicm is dead, and the other is 
gone aw'ay, is not all their business therefore dead and gone with 
them If Mr Russell comes to the Durbar w'hat wall he say to 
me, and what answer shall I give him? But at last, the Rajah 
with a great deal of difficulty prevailed upon the Nizam to con- 
sent to his addressing a Note to me, which I received at about 
3 O’clock m the morning 

13 As the Nizam chose to disavow' the real cause of the 
delay and to abstain from imposing any condition upon mv 
havmg an audience, I determined to accept the explananon con- 
tamed m the Rajah’s note and I accordmgly sent an answer to it 
of the terms of which I hope your Excellency waU be pleased to 
approve In the course of the afternoon I received a letter from 
the Nizam himself, appointing the next mommg to receive me 

14 Mooneerool Moolk was present at aU these discussions 
at the Durbar but he took no part in them whatever 

15 I am almost ashamed to have taken up so much of your 
Excellency’s time and to have so much violated the gravity of 
official correspondence, by detaihng all the ludicrous absurdities 
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*iy!c of this Ar7£C nuOiacntljr rapcctful It \ms onginally express 
cd PiUh sucli timidity and abjcctncxs at seem in to me to Iw cal 
culatcd to encourage the Nizam in hii opposition and I had some 
difllcultv in prevailing on the Rajah to omit the phrase I approacli 
\our Ilighncvs ulth fear and trcnihhng (Inr/jr o iiirsan) The 
want of personal firmness i» a great defect of Chandu LalU public 
charaacr Both Azimul Omrah and Mecr Allum were able by 
their own efforts to promote in some degree the success of the 
rocafurci which we ailoptcil Jor their support The Nizam feared 
though he liatcd them hut Chandu Lai can guc no assistance. 
We have to support him against his own fears as well as against 
the opposition ol the Nizam and the means of attaining our object 
arc therefore lessened as the dilTiaiUy of it is mcrcasetl 

9, WTicn the Rajahs Arxcc was delivered to die Nizam be 
flew into a violcni passion and asked the Asccl who brought U 
how she dared give such a paper to him He sent a mcss^c to 
the R-ajah saying that he had hoped there liad !>ccn an end of 
the subject tliat it was not possible I should have anj thing to 
say to him that as to the rimun he had alrcad) desired it might 
be dehi'CTcd to Mecr Alluras family who must knoir more about 
It then he did and that if I had an) other liusinos I might go 
to Mcer Allum or Chandu 1^1 The Rajah replied tliai the Resi 
dene called on IIii Highness as the rcprescniatiics of the Govern* 
ment which was Hii Ilighncsss best mend and that when he liad 
called formerly on Mecr Allum or now upon the Rajah himself 
It was a distinaion they owed cxclusucly to the olTiccs whidi His 
Highness had done them the honour to confide to them that the 
apprehensions His Highness apjjcarcd to cnicnam were unfounded 
and unjust and that Hu Highness ought not to consider those 
men as hii friends who had taken pains to inspire him wth them 
that all ordinary business was conaucicd b\ the Resident \nth the 
Minister but that m those eases where the Resident found that 
the Ministers Representations were not attcndcrl to by His High 
ness of course he would be obliged to address himself directly to 
His Highness in person 

10 The lone of this message so mudi more spinted than 
that whidi 18 generally adopted oy the Rajah seemed to produce 
some good effect upon the Nizam. He said vciy well if that is 
the ease, I have no objection to see Mr RuscU I will recci\-c him 
at a time. But what is this paper which he has brought from the 
king What hai"c I to do with it? If u belongs to anybod) 
surely it is to him who wrote the letter to^which it is said to be 
answer it was Mecr Allum and not I who wrote that letter and 
it u to him therefore, and not to me that it ought to have been 
sent. If he it dead let it be delivered to his family 

1 1 The Shookka from Bic Icing became a matter of mere 

form It would have nothmg ongmally whether I delivered 

It to the Nizam or to his Minister mit as I had formally nnnrnmced 
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nn intcimon of (IdiMung u U) the Ni/am in jicrson, and as I had 
indeed made it the plea on which I applied for an audience it 
appeared to me that it would he impioper to ^^e any sort of 
countenance to the Nizam's discreditable suspicions, or to submit 
to any tbiii.t; hkc a condition of his granting me an audience, by 
consenting to suppiess the Shookka or receiving m any respect 
from the groiiiul I had originally taken Rajah Chandu Lai tried 
to di\crt me fiom this rcsmution and urged me very' strongly to 
concede the point of dclneiing the ShooKka to the Nizam But 
when he found that 1 was not to be moved, he prepared another 
Arzec which he cndca\ouicd to get dclncrcd to the Nizam All 
the sen ants of the palace however said, tliat after w'hat had passed 
they did not dare to approach the Ni/am upon the subject, and 
they absolutely refused to take charge of the Rajah’s Arzee It 
then became .ibsolutely ncccssaiy for me to apply directly to the 
Nizam, myself and I therefore addressed a letter to His Highness 
of which 1 ha\c honour to enclose a copy and translation 

le The Nizam exjuessed a good deal of angci and surprize, 
when my letter was delivered to him, and asked the Rajah, why 
he had not settled the business without making it necessary for 
me to wntc to His Highness The Rajah said, that lie had done 
cvciy' thing in his po^\cr and that two days before he had address- 
ed an Arzee to His Highness telling him so, but could not get it 
dclncrcd to His Highness The Nizam sent foi this Arzee and 
after reading it asked the Rajah if the object of my visit related 
to him, if It did, m what w-ay and if it did nor, why he interposed 
so warmly about it And he then ran into very much the same 
sort foolish, unmcnning altercation he had gone into before He 
said I know nothing at all about the Farman The Aizdasht to 
the king w'as WTittcn when Meer Allum w'as Minister, and Cap- 
tain Sydenham Resident One of tlicm is dead, and the other is 
gone aw'ay, is not all tlicir business tlicrcforc dead and gone with 
them If Mr Russell comes to the Durbar w^hat wall ne say to 
me, and w'hat answer shall I give him? But at last, the Rajah 
with a great deal of difficulty prevailed upon the Nizam to con- 
sent to his addressing a Note to me, w'hich I received at about 
3 O’clock in the morning 

13 As the Nizam chose to disavow' the real cause of the 
delay and to abstain from imposing any condition upon mv 
having an audience, I determined to accept the explananon con- 
tained in the Rajah’s note and I accordmgly sent an answer to it. 
of the terms of which I hope your Excellency wall be pleased to 
approve In the course of the afternoon I received a letter from 
the Nizam himself, appointing the next morning to receive me 

14 Mooneerool Moolk was present at all these discussions 
at the Durbar but he took no part in them whatever 

15 I am almost ashamed to have taken up so much of your 
Excellency’s time and to have so much violated the gravity of 
official correspondence, by detaihng all the ludicroiw absurdities 



310 


SACPUR RESIDENT records 


of the Nizams language liui I tio not know in wliat oilier manner 
an accurate notion oflt can lie given it may be repeated but it 
cannot Iw (lc«:nl)cd I am anxious nlv> to give your txccllcncy the 
most ample mean* of judging nhat intisi l>c the condition of a 
Covcminciit vvlicrc the pnnee and bis Minister* arc entirely 
occupied for whole days together vnih such /nrolous unmeaning 
altercations 

i6 A few hours after the Nizams letter readied me, I re 
ccivcd from the Rajah a paper which he said the Nizam had 
just sent to him with i rcrjuisition that lie would sign it He 
told me that he should do every tiling he could to cv'adc the 
Nizams desire, and that at aU events lie vrould endeavour to 
satisfy his mind without connecting himself in such a wa) as to 
occasion any embarrassment hereafter 


17 I went to the palace on the morning of the 7th and 
was received by Munlrool Moolk and Rajah Chandu Lai in the 
public hall of audience. They both of them mentioned the paper 
which die Rajah had sent to me the evening before and the 
Rajah told me that he had liccn able to avoid giving any written 
declaration to the Nizam We w'crc soon sent for n\ His Hi^h 
ness whom 1 found m an inner apartmcni standing to receive 
me. He embraced me vnihout any hcsitanon and seated me as 
usual by the side of his Musnud Tlie expression on of his coun 
icnanix was uiicommonlv“nichncholy anil though it was nor five 
months since I had seen liim I oliscnwl that a verj remarkable 
diangc for the worse had taken place in his appearance He hartUy 
spoke at all but hii tone in the few wx)rds nc did say was more 
tnat of diprcssion than of anger He seemed to be rather out of 
spints than out of humour As soon as the Nizam had replied 
to the enquiries I made after his health I told him that I had re 
ccivcd from the Resident at Delhi a Shookka m answer to an 
Arzdashc Hii Highness had addressed to the king some time ago, 
and I then rose, and presented it to him. The Nizam received 
It from my hand and without sayme a word gave it unopened 
to Munirool Moolk He then iromc^ately asked me if Chandu 
Lai had shown me the paper he had sent the night before and 
without waiting for my answer desired Munirul Moolk to read it 
to me. I have the honour to enclose copy and translation of the 
paper The meaning of the last passage is not quite dear and 
onginak It may mean addressed to the Rajah Mumrul Moolk 

has already declared a now called upon you to declare'* 

or it may contain an allusion of the dandcstme commumcaaon 
which Munirool Moolk snll persists in carrying on with the 
Nizam It would hardly perhaps have occurred to me to remark 
the ambiguitv of this jiassagc if I had not ob serv ed that Mumrool 
Moolk when he read it to me before the Nizam put it m the 
form of a question addressed to me, and said *has hmnirul Moolk 
explained this particularly to you. I told the Nizam fHwf I was 
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not aware of any transaction which remained unsettled, fliat I 
had every reason to be satisfied witli the mannei in which all 
points of business were conducted by Chandu Lai and that as 
long as tlie Rajah continued to enjoy His Highness’s confidence 
and regard, there could be no doubt tliat every thing would be 
conducted to the entire satisfaction both of His Highness and of 
the British Government The Nizam repeated that all points of 
busmess which had occurred during Meer Allum’s administra- 
tion had been adjusted by him, and diat the present ministers 
were responsible for all transactions whidi had occurred since that 
time 


4* 

18 Tlie anxiety which the Nizam has so frequently express 
ed, both now and before that all former transactions should be 
admitted to have been adjusted, proceeds I suspect from an appie- 
hension which he seems to have constantly entertained, lest any 
discoveries should be made, or any notice taken of the treacheious 
correspondence which he has undoubtedly at different times main- 
tained mtli Mahipat Ram, and other persons From what passed 
about the Shookka it was evident that the Nizam suspected it 
related to some offensive measure, which was meditated against 
him probably to a demand for money or terntor}’^ He 

himself very much upon his accurate knowledge of the 
treaties between his Government and the Comjiany, and it is not 
at all unhke his character to connect the supposed subiect of the 
present Firman with that of the firman mentioned in the fiirst 
article of the treaty of 1768, with his fatljer as containing a free 
gift of the Northern Circar from the king to the Company But 
whatever the real source of the Nizam’s suspicions may have been, 
I thought the best way was to take no notice of them, and to leave 
their fallacy to become apparent of itself 

19 I tned repeatedly whilst I stayed mth the Nizam to en- 
gage him m different subjects of conversation I told him of the 
progress of the expedition, and spoke of the partial failure of the 
rams I talked of a new house he is building on the plan of the 
Residency House, and asked him whether he intended visitmg 
a favourite garden near the city which he frequently goes to at 
this season of the year, but I found that every attempt was equally 
meffectful He answered me cmly and shortly, and seemed to 
be every moment in dread of my professmg some offensive demand 
to him After staymg with him about twenty mmutes I there- 
fore requested his permission to retire He dismissed me 
pohtely as he had received me, but virth the same strong charactei 
of depression m his countenance and manner 

20 It would be useless to think of assigmng reasons for a 
conduct, every part of which bears such features of insanity But 
there can be httle doubt, that much of the Niza’m’s resistance on 
this occasion, and many of the disgraceful suspiaons he has 
betrayed, are to be imputed to the maliaous insinuations of 
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Munlrool Moolk whose comtant ob^ sccim to be to exate 
jcalouily and dis5cn»ion I>ctH‘ccn the Kllzani and the Resident and 
to picrail upon the Ntram to oppose c^'cry measure which Is either 
suggested or conducted by Chandu Lab It has long been evident 
that Munirool Moolk is rcsoh*ctl to neglect no means of artifice or 
ininguc to sub\‘crt the present system of administration and to 
suppmnt Chandu Lai m rus authonev Ihu I hate lately got pos- 
session of some cunoui papers which place his real ^icw8 and 
designs entirely licyond doubt and prove so cicarl) the active part 
he took in the kite discussion alioiit Chnndu Lai s account that 
much as I hate already trcspasvd upon ^our Excellency s time in 
this dispatch I think it necessary to submit them to your notice 

ai "Your Kxccllcncy is probably aware that Munirul Moolk 
believes m the doctrine of astrology though without personally ob- 
serving the miscnblc begotry and piinic weakness of nis cliaractcr 
It Is oifTicult to credit the extent to whitdi he relics upon it and 
makes it the rule of nil Ins aaions. lie mamtTins an cstabliih 
ment of astrologers at his hou<c, and not only consults them upon 
all transactions of business but actualK docs not cat or dnnk or 
perform the most common duties of fife mthoui first ascertaining 
irom them that the moment is auspioous On ordinary occasions 
the aniwcrs to hu questions arc given vcrlially but whenever they 
are such as to require an imncatc calcubuon he is obliged to pro- 
pose them m writing The following arc transbitions of three 
oapen of this kind which he gave to one of Ins mewt confidential 
astrologers They do not bear any dates bm I hare put them m 
the order In which they appear to me from their contents to have 
been written The first was proliably wniten in May and the other 
two in June. 

I Mr Russell 18 ill you must ascertain whether he will recover 
or die and wmte me word Will Mohammed Khan perform the 
service I have engaged with him for or noir I nm very often 
unwell you must ascertain whether this is the cfFca of intchcraft, 
or in consequence of anv defect in my constitution 

a The question of Ally Zumaun In how many days shall 
1 have an audience of the Nizam At the audience will the Nizam 
be in good humour with AIK Zuman or not? A\Ticn mil Chandu 
Lai be dismissed from hjs omcc and when will he dic^ the 

office of Peahkar remain with him or not? In what time \nll it 
leave him? And will it leave him under arcumstancet of difficulty 
or otherwise? 

3. How long wiH Mr Russell remain Resident and when wiD 
Chandu Lai lose the ofiice of Peshkar? Will the Nizam take the 
money from Chandu Lai or not and will Chandu Lai pay it or not? 
Is Mr Russell in hu hcan fnend to Chandu Lai or not? Will 
there be any dissension between Chandulal and the Nizam or not? 
Docs the Nizam think me hi# friend or hot? When will Chandu 
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Lai pay tLe money? When will he die? WiE Mr Russell send 
for lawar Ah fiom Poona or not? Will Ebn All return 

heie or not? Asceitain all this by a careful calculation, and m 
a day or two bring me an answer to each question, according to the 
result Ascertain the period and the day, and the date and tire 
month, and the yeai, m how many days, and how many months. 
It IS all to happen You must not consult my ivishes, but tell me 
the real result of your calculations whatever it may be, m order 
that I may be set entirely at ease ” 

22 There is some difficulty m recogmsmg Mumrul Moolk’s 
hand with certainty fiom his following a practice by no means un- 
common at Hyderabad of cultivating diflierent modes of wntmg, 
and using sometimes one, and some times anothei But it appears 
to me that the third paper is m his hand disguised and that the 
second is neaily m his natuial hand The first I am mchned to 
suspect IS m his hand too, though it is so much disguised as to 
make the resemblance very faint The way in winch my name is 
used by Mumrul Moolk, confiims the fact I formerly had occasion 
to mention, tliat the measures pursued by the Resident are con- 
sidered here to proceed entirely from his own personal inclmation, 
and not from the ordeis of Government When Mumrul Moolk 
first found Ghandu Lai was supported by Captain Sydenham, he 
employed a Fakeer to effect his removal by witchcraft He thought 
that the principal would cease with tlie agent The allusion to 
Mohammed Khan I do not uiidei stand but it probably i elates to 
some event winch was to be biought about by witchcraft Ally 
Zaman is Mumrul Moolk’s original which is the one 

always adopted in consultmg the astrologer Yawur All is a per- 
son who called on Mr Elphmstone at Poona about three months 
ago, and told him that he had been sent by Mumrul Moolk to 
write news of his warfare When I mentioned this to Mumrul 
Moolk he disavowed Yaivur Ah with great earnestness and desired, 
that if I had the least doubt upon the subject, I would send for 
him to Hyderabad From the circumstances of both Captam 
Sydenham and I having had charge of the Residency at Poona 
immediately before our appointment to Hyderabad, Mumrul Moolk 
has a superstitious notion that the next Resident will come from 
Poona too Ebn All havmg been Captam Sydenham’s Moonshy, 
is considered by Mumrool Moolk to be a fremd of Chandu Lall s 

23 While the altercation about Chandu Lall’s accounts was 
going on, I heard from different quarteis that Mumrool Moolk 
trequently sent notes to the Nizam sometimes through his mece 
the Juhan Parwar Begum and sometimes through Izzat Yar Khan, 
the person mentioned in the 13th paragraph of my address to your 
Excellency of tlie 20th of June I thought it of great importance 
to get possession of some of these notes and at length succeeded 
m procunng a sight of two of them, through one of the persons 
employed m the immediate custody of tlie Nizam’s papers I was 
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allowed 10 Iccp them onlj for a short lime as it was necessary 
that they sliould \k mimctliaicly rcstorctl to the place they had 
been taken from. The following arc tnnsbitioni of them — 

I Tor the present let an arrangement for the future be 
made, ^our Highness uill then sec hou mucli monty 
Is coUcctwl Ilyour Highness directs I wdl submit 
the plan of an arrangement to your Highness. If 
)our Highness shouhl approtc of ir anything that 
)our Ili^ncis please can lie done 
a He lias falsifictl the nccoimi of the Sooluli of Benr 
which he lias mbmiiial to )our Highness He does 
not intend to the monc) of the Sooliah If your 

Highness uses an) tiolcncc get support from 

Mr Russell llc^ ■■ -airay with tlic monc) of 
the Sirk’ir clandcstlnclv Tor the present let an 
arrangement for the future be made. If )our High* 
ness entrusts me with your orden your Highness 
will see how much money mil I>e colleactl What 
ci-er your ffighness may npprmc of may be done.** 
24. Tlicsc Arzccs lieing addresses! to the Ni7.am nre uTtitcn 
m a fairer and rounder hand tlian Munlrul Moolk uses on common 
occailons but I have liardly any doubt of tlic handnnnng being 
his Tlic recommendation in both these papers that an arrange 
ment for the future should I>c made corresponds mih the Nizams 
desire mentioned m the 4th paramph of my address to your 
Excellency dated the ijih of July Tliat for the future the 
charges snould be reduced to the amount at which they stood in 
1313 Fusly though the temptation held out to the Nizam at the 
close of the second paper to entrust Munirool Moolk mth hii 
orders seems to place the date of that paper before the message 
from the Nizam to Mumnil Moolk described in tlic 4th paragraph 
of ray proceeding address of the end of July dcslnng him to 
depute olHccrs of his own to assume charge of the country and 
to appomt Moorusuddics to take diargc of the different depart 
incnts here. 

35 I hare the honour to enclose copies of these two Arzccs 
as ircJl as of the three Notes addressed to the aitrologcr 

36. In many eases perhaps where the probable exertion of 
Munirool Moolk s mtngues can be foreseen u may be practicable 
to prevent them by woiiing upon hii fears But when once the 
Nizam has been M by him into suspiaon or mitigated to resist 
ance, the mischief is beyond the reach of any measures directed 
towards Mumrul Moolk It can no longer be corrected by him. 
The influence which he possesses over the Nizam s mind is^ appU 
cable to bad purposes alone. He con lead the Nizara out of the 
straight path, but he cannot lead him back to it He can betray 

him with but he cannot encourage him to good As long 

as hi5 msmuaoons arc dircaed either against us, or ogamst the 
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Munster who is attached to oiii interests die Nizam w'lll always 
listen to him with aiidity, but iC he ever attempts to inspire him 
with a manly libeial sentiment or recommends him to do a wise 
oi honorable action his mniiencc is at an end, die Nizam will 
immediately consider him as his enemy, and feel the same hatred, 
tliat he docs of ever)' man of chaitctcr in his Government 

I have the honom to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H RUSSELL, 
Resident at Hyderabad 

Hyderabad 

The 9th September iSii 


No 2 

Traushitwii of a nolc from Hcucry Rti<i<icU E<;cjtnra, Resident at 
Hyderabad, to Rajah Chandu Lai, dated ^yd August 1811 

Having lately received fiom the Resident at Delhi, a Shookka 
from the king, in answer to an Ai7,aclasbt w-hat w-as formerly 
addressed to His Majesty by His Highness the Nizam, and a con- 
siderable time haMiig elapsed, since I had the honour of w^aitmg on 
Hi« Highness, 1 beg that you w'lll request His Highness wall be 
pleased to fix a day for granting me an audience, m order that 
I may deliver die Shookka from the King, and gratify my own 
anxious wash to pay my respects personally to His Highness 

A tnic translation 

C RUSSELL, 
First Assistant. 


No 3 

Translation of an Arzee from Rajah Chandu Lai to His Highness 
the Nizam written the ist of September i8ir 

-Mr Russell’s servants have been coming to me for the last 
five 01 SIX days for an answ^er to his application for an audience 
of your Highness Mr Russell constandy reminds me of the 
w’litten declaration formerly given by your Highness, that an 
audience should unconditionally be granted to the Resident 
whenever he should apply for one and imputed the present delay 
to my negligence communicating his application to your High- 
ness I am therefore induced by my attachment to your Highness 
to take the liberty of recommending that Mr Russel’s application 
should be complied with, that your Highness should give orders 
for him receiving an audience, and that according to his former 
representation, your Highness should do him the honour to 
observe the customary form of embracing him Your Highness 
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b\ the Rnte of G.xl n the StucrciRii Noililnj, concealed frotn 
jour Jlighnei.1 nhkh nnylHHl) necil tnhc the hiteny of 
cxpliming 

A true inmlation 

C RUSSUL 

lit A*tM»tant 


No 4 

TrnnshUnn nf n Ictlcr frmn I! Russcil Fifjr Rcudtut tit Ihdcr 
rthad to JJis Utxdmcss the Ni om dnted 41/1 Sefyleinhcr 1911 
Ten <lnyn ago I wrote to Rnpli anndu I-il thnt (rrcnpinihtc 
the Rc^ulcnm note to the Rajah of the -^<1 August) Imi Mtliough 
I hate «cnt rrpnretl mcn^ngc^ to him 1 have not ^ct reedved any 
«n«fictor\ answer I therefore nhe tlic li1>cn\ of ndrire^'lng )our 
Highne^^ ((ircctl\ to rct{iic<i tint \oiir Htchne^^ tvjll Ikt pleaded 
out of )our know-n k»m!uc<< ami In eorwulcntlon of the fncndihtp 
between the two CoxemincniR to appoint a (h\ for granting me 
/he honour of an audience 

A tntc tramlatlon 

C RUSSrLU 

I5t Assistant. 


No A 

TTnmlation of nn /Ifre nddmsrd hy Rnjnh Chnudiibl to !!ts 
ilt^hues^ the Ni^m dated the '•ud Stfylembtr 1811 
I ha\c done everything I can to prevail upon Mr Rujfvcll to 
deliver the Hrman to Mcer Alhims nmily m the first instance. 
I have assured him that after that )our Highness will receive 
him propcrl) and embnee him Mr Russell sajs in answer that 
his wish IS to wait upon your Highness m person and that it never 
had been customary for papers of the description of a Firman to 
be delivered to anybody but your IRghncw That the Finnan 
being from the King the greater appearance of respect it is rccci 
ved with the more it would to j*our Highness i 

credit, and that its being delivered by the Resident m person makes 
It a mark of still higher honour to your Highness That arcura 
stances of this kind tend also to increase the fncndsbip between 
the two Governments and that as your Highness is thoroughly ac 
quamted with the forms observed on such occasions he trusts your 
Highness will l>c pleased to consent to do what has alwap ocen 
customary I therefore take the Uberty of intrcating your High 
ness to comply with the request about which Mr Russell seems to 
be *0 anxious and to gratify his wish by granting him an 
audience. Mr Russell is a sincere well wisher of your Highness s 
person and it is entirely from my attachment to your Highness 
that I hare v'cnturcd to repeat my representanon on this subject 
to Your Highness 

A true translatiorL 

a RUSSELL, 
First Assistant, 
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Tiamlahoii of a note fwm Rajah Chandidal to Henry Russell 
Esquire, Resident at Hydeiabad, leceived on the ^ih Septem- 
ber i8ii 

Your letter has been received by His Highness, and by the 
grace of God your appbcation for an audience to dehver the 
Firman fiom the King has been consented to The reason of the 
delay in your receiving an answer was, that His Highness was 
desirous of settling some former discussion with his Ministers 
By the blessing of God, that discussion has now been satisfactorily 
settled, and His Highness has diiected me to give you this ex- 
planation m Older that no complaint or remonstrance may be made 
m consequence of the delay, and that an audience may be granted 
to you satisfactorily - 

As soon as I receive your answer to this note, a letter will be 
written to you by His Highness m answer to your letter and fixmg 
a day for your havmg an audience 

A true translation 

C RUSSELL, 
Fust Assistant 

Translation of a note from H Russell Esquire, Resident at Hyder-__ 
abad, to Rajah Chandidal, dated the 6th September i8ii 

I have had the honour to receive youi note, informing me 
that my letter had been received by His Highness and that my 
application for an audience to deliver the Fuman from the King 
had been consented to, and explaining the reason of the delay m 
my receiving an answer and have understood its contents 

As the reason of the delay was that His Highness was desirous 
of settling some former discussion with his Ministers which has 
now by the blessing of God been satisfactorily settled, it is not of 
much consequence I now request that you will be so good as to 
apply to His Highness for an answer to my letter appointing a day 
for my receiving an audience 

A true translation 

C RUSSELL, 
Fust Assistant 

Translation of a letter from His Highness the Nizam to Henry 
Russell Esquire, Resident at Hyderabad, received on the 

6th September i8ii 

I have received your letter mformmg me of the arrival of a 
Fuman from the King, and expressing your anxiety to have the 
honour of an audience of me You will come to the Durbar on 
the morning as usual tomorrow which is Saturday 

What more need be written 

A true translation 

C RUSSELL, 
First Assistant. 
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Transhlton of o pofyer icnt h\ His Ilifrhness the Ntuim to Rajah 
Chaiidtihl (htteil ihc 6 th Sc{>lciuhcr i8ii 
At the tunc of the deith of Mccr Ahdul Kimiii the Minister 
of the Sirkir scttletl ail the nffain* of Gtircrnment and for any 
otiicr transaction relating to ilic Sirkar t^hlch maj since tlicn hate 
occurml tho^c Mmisicr5 arc rc^pooMhlc. Tins tlac) atlmtt They 
arc read) to protidc for ctciyihing llic) will gi\c an answer on 
the subject of tlic Hrman Tlicrc is nothing remaining which 
can 1 >c a ground of ahcrcation Miimrool Midk has declared ihu 
pamadarl) 

A tnic translation 

a RUSSELU 
First Assistant. 

Letter No 20 — The enclosure to tbd cov'tnng note is very Im 
poriant It Is a copy of Russell t address to the Vice Presi 
dent In Council dated the 31st October iBix In this address 
Runell desenbes the continuance of Nizam s suspicions 
against Chandulal fomented by Munir uIMuIks and hh 
r^usal to do public business. Munir ul Mulk t consplra^ 
to get rid of Chandulal by sumng trouble against him 
among the people and the army is also mentioned The 
endeavour of Munir u) Mulk to control all the transactions 
of money and to have RusscU Changed has been explained. 
From-II RUSSFLU RLSIDINT AT im)bR^\BAD 
To-RICIIARU JENkINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

H)dcrah.ad the 7ih Noaomber 1811 
I ha\c the honour to send you a copy of my address No 7 
dated the 3191 ultimo to llis Excellency the Vice President 

[Note. — It is rather sinngc tliat the la<t fiio enclosures bear 
dates from 9th December i8ii to i8th Januan tSia An enclosure 
ought to Ixar a date prior to that of the co\cmng letter] 

To— HIS EXCELLENCE LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
HENVETT VICE-PRESIDENT FORT VTLLIAM 
Hovourable Sir 

Your Excellency already knows that the Nizam nc the inter 
cession of Lieutenant Charfes Russell consented to the return of 
Noorool Omrah and Rao Rumbha. and that Noonil Omrah ac 
corapanicd me from the Frontier to Hyderabad. There was some 
deby m Rao Rambha s returning on a point of ceremony but he 
has now amicd and has nsitcd the Nizam and the Minister*. 
None of Rao Rambha s Jagheers had been taken from him. but 
Noorul Omrah s including me grant* for the payment of his troops 
had been reduced from 1631,000 to 360000 Rupees a year The 
resoiuxres of the Government were not in a state to admit of hi* 
party of troops being restored to its former strength but Rajah 
Chaadu Lai has made up his Jagheers to 540,000 Rupees a year 
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out of \vhicli he has to maintain only a Battalion of Infantary, 
and 500 Hoise The lecall of these Omiahs fiom banishment, 
and then lestoration to lank and affluence aie known to have been 
entirely brought about by us, and have given us great populanty 
among that class of peisons whose mteiests aie most affected by 
our alliance with the Nizam, and towards whom it is most rarely 
m our powei to perform any acts of grace or benefit 

2 The Nizam has been very unweU lately and has only just 

recovered Wlren he was first taken he consulted the 

physicians w'ho geneially attended him but on reading their 
prescriptions, he flew into passion, and said, they were a parcel of 

and did not kfiow so much of tlieir profession as 
he did Inmself He tlierefore wrote his own prescription and pro- 
posed his own medicines, and would not allow anybody to attend 
him, or even to see Inm, except a few of his own female servants 
Before the end of the Ramzan he was sufficiently recovered to go 
out, and he went to pass a few days at the house he hved in, durmg 
his father’s lifetime But he did not hold a public Durbar on the 
which It has hitherto been the mvanable practice for 
the prmce to do, to receive the Nuzzars and congratulations of his 
Omrahs and prmcipal servants Moomrul MooDc and Rajah 
Chandu Lai, after waiting the greater part of the day, were just 
leaving the palace, when the Nizam sent for them, and received 
their Nuzzars, and those of a few other peisons He was standing, 
and dismissed them all immediately without speaking to any body 

3 The Nizam’s obstmate retirement from public business of 
every kmd is mconvenient in those cases which reqmre his personal 
sanction though upon the whole it rather strengthens Chandu Lai’s 
authority than otheiwise It compels everybody to look up to him 

- alone for the adjustment of any business they have to transact, and 
constitutes him m fact, though not m name the sole, and for ordi- 
naiy pui poses the absolute Mmister of the Government But the 
entile stop that has been put to every appearance of show or state, 
and the Nizam’s sullen seclusion or himself from all established 
forms and ceremonies, is very offensive to the whole body of the 
Omrahs, and to all those persons who have any feehng of either 
piide or mterest, m the parade and splendour of the &urt Exr 
cept when he has given audience to the Resident, he has hardly 
held a single public Durbar smce Meer Allum’s death, and he has 
now directed that no report shall be made to him of the persons 
who are m dady attendance at the palace, unless he himself calls for 
It This foolish conduct has done the Nizam a great deal of 
injury among his own subjects, and has made him more unpopular 
even among the lowest classes of them than ever he was before. 

4 A few days ago when Moomrul Moolk and Chandu Lai were 
leaving the Durbar they were told tliat a large mob had collected 
on the streets near the palace, and were very violent and dangerous, 
about the high price of gram They botli of them attempted to 
proceed, and Noorul Oimah was allowed to pass with hardly any 
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inicrnipiion bur sn in ^lnc^ im<lc upon Dinndu 

1-nl tint lie olilij^ctl to wnd for a considerable jwrty of troops 
to clear the virccts and CKi^n him to his own house lie was 
dctamctl ii\ the Court of the palace almost tlic uholc of the day 
and scicml of bus aticndints were fcicrcl\ hurt A great part of 
tlic mob that were collccfctl ami cs|>cnallj the persons uho tool 
ilic lend m the attack upon Clnmlu 1^1 were olmrrvctl to lie of 
a dilTcrcnt description from the common puhhc of the aiv and a 
report has liccn prc%n!ci\t that thej were employed hy Munirool 
Moolk Tlicir allowing him to pass and even vvatli hii weakness 
and cfTcminac) liis attempting to do so has of itself a very suipi 
CTous npjicanncc an<l I know from umjucstionablc authority that 
when wonl w-as hrouLlit to him of the llajahs having got safely 
some he Mid Well he lias csca|xrtl this trial hut he has two 
others avvaiimc him He has stdl to defend himself against 
ilie clamours of tlic troops for their arrears of paj and unless 
I am very much misiakcn the Nizam has not entirely done vnth 
his accounts 

5 ^our ETccllcncj i* siiffiacntly acquainted vntJi the charac 
ter and view* of Muninil Moolk to judge how difhcult I may 
almost taj how imiKWsiblc it is lo deter him from the prosecution 
of his mtnques lie knoves iliat his dcicciion would cxpo«c him 
to the whole force of our resentment and hy this time, he must 
see dtac atihouph the Nizam makes uk of him a* a he 

liaics and despises liim too much ever to cntru*t him wath either 
confidence or autlionty ^ci such is his reliance on his own skill 
and cunning or so varulcnt his hatred of Diandu Lai or so 
irrcsisiihlc his propv,nsit) to double dealing of every kind that no 
caution* or menaces of mine no sense of danger no regard for lus 
ovvTi interests no kindnc*i or conahation on the pan of Cliandu 
Lai can aa as any restraint upon his proceedings The papers of 
whidi the following arc translations liavc liecn sent by Munirool 
Moolk to hi» niece the Julian Panvar Begum within the last nx 
vrecks. I procurctl them from the same quarter as those I sub- 
mitted to your Excellency in my last address and I am as much 
satiificd of tlicir being genuine as it is reasonable to be on any 
occasion of tins suspiaous nature. 

Note from Mtmir ul Alulk to Julian Pancar Begum 

"Dunng the mvestigation into the accounts Hii Highness 
directed me to depute my oven people to every village, and make an 
arrangement for the districts of the Sirkar No thought upon the 
subject has yet entered Chandu Lai s mind Gonnd Buksh has 
concluded the ceremonies of the Deshan and Diwali and is apply 
mg to His Highness for leave to return to the Army If an 
arnm^ment is not now effected according to my wishes it will go 
very hard with me next year I im thcrctore reduced to the neces- 
sity of addressing an Arzee to His Highness, Immediately you 
receive it you must contrive some raemod of dehvenng it Let 
me know when vou have done so For the future I shall da 
whatever you desire.” 
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Arzee to the Nizam enclosed in the above 

‘ Your Highness directed me to make an arrangement for the 
distncts of tlie Sirkar and to ascertam die rate of the assets, and 
' disbursements, and the amount' diat is really expended Chandu- 
lal has not yet given me any information of the state of the 
countiys but relying on his connection with die English, has gone 
on applying and desolating it He is now also applying to your 
Highness to permit Govind Buksh to leave Hyderabad On this 
account I take the liberty of unreservedly callmg your Highness’s 
attenuon to the leal condition of affairs I have no recourse but 
m the shade of your Highness’s feet I therefore trust, that your 
Highness mil be pleased to direct Chandulal, to attend at my 
house widi the Duftcr, and the Mootusuddies of the Sirkar, and to 
make an arrangement for the country I await your Highness’s 
orders to show, how much I will save to the Sirkar and what an 
increase I vill make m the population. I have represented what 
was proper ” 

Second note jroni MiiniT-id-Mtilk to the Julian Parwar Begum 

"Rajah Chandulal has formed a close intimacy with 
Mr Russell, and depending on his friendship has resumed the dis- 
tncts of Aminul Moolk Bahadur, and Jamal Khan Lohanee bet- 
ween whom he has fabricated a story of a clandistme connection 
He m\'ites the Enghsh every month to his garden, to mgratiate 
himself with them and entertains them mth feasts and danang, 
and in other ways, and presents them with thousands m money 
and jewels beyond the power of writmg to desenbe God protect 
us, or what will become of us hereafter I confide you m the name 
of God and his prophet I bind you by an oath upon my head, ro 
bring these things to His Higlmess’s hearmg It will be very 
desirable for you to tell him, mat Chandulal has formed so extra- 
ordmary an intimacy with the Enghsh, as cannot be described, 
that no month passes without his entertaimng them to danang, 
feasts and parties and in other ways If His mghness once hears 
this, there is no saying what views may not occur to him You 
must reflect m your mvn mind, upon what I have here proposed, 
and carry it mto effect as soon as you can Chandulal now holds 
the mtercourse with the English m his own hands It was from 
fear of His Highness, that I kept myself on one side when 
Mr Russell arrived here If providence is favourable to me. His 
' Highness will perhaps resolve to ^et a new Resident, or I shall be 
reduced to the necessity of forming the same sort of connection 
with the English that Meer Allum did before I am quite in 
despair Without a connection with the Enghsh my affairs will 
never prosper, and Chandulal will never be brought to look up to 
- me, or court me ” 

6 I have not been able to ascertam whether the Juhan Parwar 
Begum dehvered Munirul Moolk’s Arzee or Message to the Nizam, 
but by what I can collect, I rather think she did not I have 
heard from various quarters, that she has been less m the Nizam’s 
favour lately than Chandulal’s patroness, the Chandm Begum , 

41 
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ind smcc the altercation about my audience the Ni7^m hai not 
utempted to disturb the Rawh or to oppose him on any ^mt 
whaie\cr Tlic Rajah himself professes to believe tliat the Nizam 
sail retains his paniahi) for him and his dislike of Munirul 
Moolk 15 ccnaml) as great and as notonous as c\cr it ^ras 

7 The Nizams a^*ancc and his jealous) of us are the 

pa^ions to which Munirul Moolk pnnapally addressed himself, 
and to uhich he will cntircU owe any impression he may make 
upon the Nizams mind The measures of presenting Govind 
Buksh s nnum to Berar I heard some time ago ^vas in Munirool 
Moolk t contemplation His object was to strike a set ere blow at 
Chandubls autnoniy and he hoped to bnng the Nizam into his 
news b) proposing to him to gu'c his elder son Nasir-ood Dowlay 
the charge of Berar and to send Rao Rumbha with him as Dcwum 
As soon as 1 heard of this project I took care to let it be under 
stood that I should resist it to \ciy and in order to pre 

\-cnt Munirul Moolk Iianng an) time to mature his designs 
1 desired Chandulal to send nis brother hack to Berar at once. The 
Rajah apphed to the Nizam immediate!) and after some httlc 
delay obtained an audience of Icaic for Gonnd Buksh who has 
now actually left H)dcrbad Of the districts of Munirul Moolk a 
brother Amecnool Mulk which he alludes to m his second note 
to the Julian Parwnr Degum one was resumed at Ammul Moolk i 
oim request on account of the turbulent spint of the Inliabitanti 
the other was one of the distncu in Berar nilotted to Gonnd Buksh 
for the support of his csmbhshmcni which he farmed some time 
ago to Ammul Moolk but berog unable to realize the rent he 
apphed to Chandulal to have it restored to him. None of the 
dismcts personally Iwlongmg to Ammul Moolk have been touched 
by Chandu LaL Jamal Khan Lohance is a person who farmed 
several districts from ilic Government He very foolishlj and 
msolvently set himself up in avowed opposition to Chandulal and 
compelled him at last to resume hi* lands. 

8 But unless Chandulal is plotting in hU turn and retort 
mg upon his nval with his own weapons Mumrul Moolk has 
lately attempted a more certain method of getting nd of the Rajah 
than either instigating a mob to attack him or making him an 
object of the Nizams jealousy Chandulal told me a tew day* 
ago that he had detected a conspiracy to poison him. Aminul 
Moolk, he said was the perron with whom it had originated and 
his cook, the mstrument who had been employed to effect the 
purpose. The cook had already received 5 000 Rupees from his 
employer* and was to receive 10,000 more upon the Rajahs death- 
Stones of thi* kind arc so casil) fabricated and so many witnesses 
can be procured to support them that they are always to be 
received with great caution. The most that can be said upon this 
occasion is that the charge is perfectly consistent with Momrul 
Moolk 8 character and habit* and that Chandulal has taken every 
step which he probably would have taken if the sto^ were really 
true. He has seized and confined hu oiok who has been brought 
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up by him from his infancy, the Soukar through whom the 
advance of 5,000 Rupees is said to have been made, and he now 
eats nothing, but what is dressed by tlie females of his own family. 

9 Amidst all this enmity and interference Munirul Moolk 
and Chandulal preserve tlie most entirely cordiality of manner 
towards each other * They meet and sit together every day at the 
Durbar , Chandulal often visits Muniml Moolk at his own house , 
and when Go^^lnd Buksh called to take leave of him he spoke of 
Chandulal m the handsomest and warmest terms, expressmg the 
regret at die pains taken by their mutual enemies to sow dissen- 
tion between them, and repeated the solemn oaths he had so often 
taken before that he considered Chandulal as his brother, and that 
he would resign the Dewanee tomorrow if any other person were 
appomted Peshkar. 

10 As soon as I received the news of the glorious success of 
our arms at Batavia, I communicated it to Chandnlal, and told 
him that I intended to fire a salute both at the Residency and m 
the Cantonment Tlie Rajah sent my note to the Nizam, and 
reminded him, that it was usual on such occasions for a salute to 
be fired in the aty, but the Mizam took no notice of the hint, and 
the Rajah therefore ordered the salute to be fired of his own 
accord The Nizam did not venture to find fault with him openly, 
for haiong done so , but he said to one of his attendants, "^What 
are their inctones to me, who share neither m the honour nor the 
advantage? No father takes delight m a child that is not of his 
own begettmg ” 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Hyderabad H RUSSELL, 

The 31st October 1811 Resident at Hyderabad 


Translation of a note from Henery Russ&ll, Esq, Resident at 
Hyderabad, to Rajah Chandulal, dated the 2gth December 
1811 

I have this day received letters from the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General for His Highness the Nizam, and Munirul 
Moolk, commumcatmg the happy mtelhgence of the entue reduc- 
tion of the island of Java and of His Lordship’s safe return to 
Calcutta, and I am therefore anxious to have the honour of an 
audience of His Highness I request that you ■will have the good- 
ness to commimicate this to His Highness and to inform me what 
day His Highness may be pleased to appomt 
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Translatton of a note from Rajah Cltandulal to Hencry Rtasell, 
Esq, Re^dent at H^derahadf received on the 29//1 December 
181 1 

I have the honour to rcctivt your note mentioning recapitulate 
the Resident « note oE this date* 

According to jour desire I will by the blessing of God submit 
your note in a proper manner to Hts Highness tomorrow and Jet 
you know what day may be fixed for jour audience 


Translatton of a paper delttered to Ilu Highness the Nham by 
Munir ulMulk on the Cth Jonuory iBia 
I bep leave to submit to your Highness for the present the 

f lan whioi suggests Uiclf to my feeble understanding If your 
Iighncss Is pleased to apprmc of it it shall not be departed from 
in the smallest degree. My renresenntion is this. I will mysdf 
submit personally to your Wgnncss whate\‘cr representations may 
be necessary in tne business oL the Sirkar and when your Highness 
may be pleased to remain in the Inner apartments if any thing 
important should occur I inll represent it through the Assccis o£ 
the Juhan Panvar Begum and nothing shall be done which may 
be offensive to the Begum or In any way displeasing to her 


TrtinsJahon 0/ a letter from Hetien Russell, Eso., Rendent at 
Hyderabad to Hts Highness tne Ntzam dated the i^th Janu- 
ary 1812. 

On the aoth of December I informed Rajah Chandubl tbar 
I had reedved letters from the Right Hon blc the Governor-Gene- 
ral for your Highness and Munirul Moolk and desired tiuit he 
will communicate it to your Highness and request that your High- 
ness would be pleased to appoint a day for me to have the honour 
of waitmg upon your Highness to deliver the letters. But although 
a fortidght nas passed I have not yet received any latisfaaory 
answer I therefore beg leave to address your Highness and to 
request that you will inform me on what day it may be your 
Highness 8 pleasure to receive me. 


Translation of a letter from Hu Highness the Ntzam to Henery 
Russell Esq Resident at Hyderabad, tecewed on the iQth 
January 1813 

I have received your letter applying for an audience to deliver 
the letters of die Govemor-Gtneraj You will come to the Durbar 
as usual on thi morning of the 14U1 of Mohorram 1237 
What more need be written. 

True translatious. 

CHARLES RUSSELL, 
Fim Assistant 



SINDHIA’S AFFAIRS 


Letter No I. — ^Thi*; forms the enclosure to Mercer’s letter to Jen- 
kins He informs the Governor Gcncml about the disputes 
bclv-ecn the Rajput states, and the ncgotmtions between them 
and lire Sindhia and Holkar, for refraining from interference 
in the affairs of Jaipur. 

HtoM-G MICRCrJL KLSIDHNT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA. 

To-THi: HON’HLi: SIR G II BARLOW, BART., 
GOVERNOR-GENICRAL 


Sindhia’s Camp, the 6ih February 1807. 


Hon’dt.f Sir, 

The Jaipur Vakeel Ram Kishan Bhorah arnved in Camp on 
the 2nd instant The result of his conferences with the Durbar 
has been a resolution to detach Rajah Amb.ajee and Bappoo Sindia 
\nth a body of horse towards Jaipur for the purpose of sccunng 
Sindia’s interests with the Rajah, whilst His Highness with die re- 
mainder of the Army is to continue m diis neighbourhood, until 
Ambajcc’s communications ivith the Jaipur Durbar might enable 
him to judge of the expediency of Smdhia's march to that quarter 

2. Ambajee has accordingly pitched his tent at a short dis- 
tance from the Army, but a considerable delay in his departure 
may soil be occassioned by the impressions whicli has been seditious- 
ly attempted to be made on Sindia’s mind m regard to Ambajee’s 
intentions, together with the difficulty of paying up die troops who 
are to accompany him, and the advice which has been given to 
His Highness, to protract Ambajcc’s march until he shall have dis- 
charged the amount due from him which has not yet been effected, 
notwithstanding the delivery of the Fort of Gwalior to his people 
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^ It hai been at ibc tame lime iirongly urged to Smdia l>oih 
by AmbajccB party and the Jaipur VaLccl that ibc ensjs to >vbich 
the dispute between the Rajput Mates has been now brought on 
not admit of an) delay in the measures he may resohe to pursue, 
and that die Jaipur Rajah Is already in Treaty trjih Holkar for his 
relinquishing all interference in the business and retiring into 
Malwa which if effected will render Sindia $ assistance useless and 
dcpnvc from prompt measures To provide for this state of aflain 
an engagement lias been taken from the Jaipur Vakeel for the 
payment of ten lakh of rupees on tins sole condition of Sindiai 
not assisting Rajah Mansmgh and a promise diat the tnbuic which 
may be hereafter settled for Sindia with Dliokul Singh should be 
under this rcsponsibllit) of Rajah Jugget Singh 

4. The accounts which have been rcecuctl from Ramchandcr 
Pundit Sindia s VaLccl in Ilolkars Camp also state tliat Holkar 
is negotiating with the Jaipur Ra^ah through Bhow Bhaskar for 
0 sum of monc) to relinquish nil tnterfrrcnc'’ In the dispute and 
that he had accorrhngl) under \anous pretences Intherio evaded 
mining htansingh with hii troop* whilst the Bekaner and Pokrah 
Rajahs had nm\cd wath their forces near ihc Jaipur Camp and were 
immediately to join that Chief who \ras encamped at a short di»* 
tance from Mansmghs Army and had ordered his troops to forage 
in the Jodhporc temtory 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
Camp near Kcmlassar G MERCER, 

The 6th Fchruary 1807 Resident with Dowlat Rao Sinduu 


Letter No x — ^The cnclofurc b Mercer's letter to the Governor 
General in which he reports the detafl* of the interference 
of the Holkar and Sindhia in the affairs of Jaipur and 
Jodhpur 

FROKt-43 MERCER RESIDENT ^VITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA, 

To— R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Smdhias Camp the 38th February iScn 

1 have the honour to encli^ for vour information a copy of 
ray dispatch of the ajth mstanr to the address of the HonTiie the 
Govcrnor-Gcneial in Cotmcil 
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To— THE HON’BLE SIR G H BARLOW, BART , GOVER- 
NOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL, FORT WILLIAM 
Sir, 

1 had the honour to address you on the loth instant 

2 Rajah Ambajee moved yesterday four coss from this camp, 
but as many of the troops who are to accompany him have not as 
yet joined him, it is probable that some days may still elapse be- 
fore he proceeds on his march towards Jaipore Baptiste’s Brigade, 
which was by the latest accounts near Kotah has been, m the mean- 
time ordered to jom Bala Engleah m the Jaipore Camp Ambajee 
IS to be joined on his maich by tliree Battahons from the Gwalior 
District 

3 Jaswant Rao HoUcai contmues to negotiate with the 
Jaipore Rajah for his retirmg from aU mterference m the dispute 
between that Cluef and Rajah Man Singh but the Jaipore Rajah 
has been uiged by this Durbar to delay the payment of any money 
m consequence of an agreement of this nature nil Ainbajee’s 
arrival whilst Holkar is endeavourmg to force a speedy conclusion 
of It by plundermg the villages of the Jaipore territory 

4 The parties prmcipally concerned m the dispute appear 
tit ’the same time to avoid actual hostihties with each other as 
they must both be sensible of the views of Sindia and Holkar m 
their mterference It is still possible that they may by mutual con- 
cession adjust their differences and avoid the serious evils likely 
to be entailed upon them by permittmg these Chiefs to become 
arbiters m their family contests 

5 Should no such adjustment however take place although 

I am fully convmced that the views of both Smdia and Holkai 
are confined at present to the object of obtainmg money from both 
parties and that neither of them are mchned to engage m actual 
hostihties with the other, yet it appears difficult to sumuze how 
this object can be prosecuted by both without the nsk of an open 
rupture The consequence of Holkar’s retirmg from an mterfer- 
ence m the present dispute of a sum of money 

from the Jaipur Rajah, would be a decided superiority of mfluence 
and authority with aU the Rajput states m favour of Smdia who 
would remam the sole arbiter and as the exacuons which Holkar 
has hitherto been enabled to raise upon these states have formed 
a very principal lesource for the support of his troops, it is not 
probable that he would abide by an engagement to tins purport 
however solemnly concluded farther than might be necessary to 
secure an immediate advance of money He has entirely failed m 
his endeavours to adjust by his mediation the difference between 
the Jaipore and Jodhpore Rajahs the success of which would have 
enabled him to extricate himself with credit from his present em- 
barrassment and although he may reasonably hope from the m 
decision and levity of t&s Durbar that full advantage will not be 
taken of the favourable circumstances under which Smdia 
could at present enter into a close connection ivith the Jaipore 
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itQic, yet he appears to consider AmKijee i mission a* a proof that 
Slndia 15 tvcil Inclined to avail hlmscU of them and haj repeatedly 
endeavoured to prevent it. 

6. Ambajees future Influence and favour with Sindia must 
in a great measure depend upon the success of the measure with 
the execution of which he has liccn entrusted and of which he has 
been the pnnapal adviser It w gcncralK belies cd In the Durbar 
that Amlajec* personal anlmosiiy to Hollcar would Induce him to 
take any fatourablc opportunity which might arise of promoang 
a contest between him and Sindta This arcumstaocc, with the 
avowed intention of Ambajec to deprive Scritt Rao Ghatka of bis 
influence and authonty In the Udaiporc Goremment has been 
icnouily urged to Sindia by a party in the Durbar with the new 
of preventing hii mission and although these representations have 
failed in their pnnapal objca yet it is supposed that the measure 
of giving the command of a great pan of the troops under Ambajec 
to Mppoojee Sindia who is well disposed towards Hollcar has 
adopted with the intention of obviating the cfTects of a contrary 
disposition on the pan of Amhajcc. This reason has I under 
stand been assigns to Holkars Vakeels for sending Bapoo^cc 
Sindia and should It be the real one the precaution by fettering 
Ambajee t cxenlons may probably deflect the pnncipl object of 
his mission that of obtaining money from the jatporc Kajan who 
mil not be inclined to give any considerable amount without bong 
secured by vigorous measures on the pan of Amha^ from the 
enmity of Holkar or a positive dedanition of hostility with the 
latter should he join Rajah Man Smgh 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir 

Your roost obedient humble servant. 
Camp near Khemlassar G MERCER, 

The 35th February 1807 Resident with Dowlat Rao Sindia. 


Letter No 3.— The endosure is a letter from Mercer to Governor^ 
General in which the former repor ts the accounts of Rajah 
Man Smgh s (Jodhpur) return from Jaipur 

From—G MERCER RESIDENT WITH DO^VLAT RAO 
SmDHIA. 

To— R, JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Slndhmt Camp, the epth March 1807 

t have the honour to enclose for your information a copy of 
my letter to the address of the HonTiIc the Governor-General in 
Council of yesterday a date. 
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To— THE HON’BLE SIR G H BARLOW, BART , GOVER- 
NOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL, FORT WILLIAM 

Hon’ble Sir, 

Notliing of importance has occuircd m this Durbar smee I had 
the honour to address you on the 15th instant 

2 Jeswant Rao Holkar has arrived in the vicinity of Kotah, 
wheie It IS supposed he will lemam until he shall have realized the 
amount to be paid to him by the Jaipore Rajah, which had been 
granted by bills on that place 

3 The account which have been received of Rajah Man 
Singh having retired witli preapitation from before the Jaipur 
Army only diffei m respect to the loss he has sustained It would 
appear however that he had lost some guns and a great part of 
his baggage His Vakeels at this Durbar assign as a reason for 
this conduct contiary to the generally allowed spint of the Rathore 
Rajpoots, that Mansi ngh had discovered a treacherous commum- 
cation between the Thakuis or Chiefs who had hitherto supported 
him and those on the party of Dhokul Singh, and under such cir- 
cumstances did not deem it advisable to hazard an action This 
statement would appear to be confirmed by a number of those 
Chiefs having since his retreat, joined the Jaipur army Mansmg 
himself IS said to hav^e retired to the strong fort of Jalare and 
although It IS not probable that he will again be enabled to collect 
a force sufficient to oppose the Jaipore army in the field, yet by 
confining himself to defensive operations, he may oblige the 
Jaipore Rajah to enter into terms with him, as the heavy expenses 
of the Jaipore Army are already become burthensome and if 
Rajah Juggut Singh can accomplish the origmal object of his m- 
terference — his marriage at Udaipore — there is little doubt that he 
would be inclined to settle Dhokul Singh’s pretentions on easy 
terms 

4 The force which marched from the Jaipore army to 
atttack Rajah Mansmgh’s Camp was principally composed of Meer 
Khan’s Troops and the Hyderabad Rassallah formerly m 
Holkar’s service whilst the troops which had been allowed by 
Holkar to join Mansmgh under Jeolaul Baboo do not appear to 
have made any resistance Holkar’s conduct towards Rajah 
Mansmgh is reprobated even m this Durbar and his mfluence and 
authority with both parties has certamly suffered by it 

5 The late accounts from Delhi that His Majesty Akbar 
Shah was about to enter his tents and the declaration of Rajah 
Mansmgh’s Vakeel here that he had dispatched another Vakeel 
to the Resident at Delhi and had resolved from the treachery he 
had experienced to resign his country to the British Government 
had impressed in this Durbar suspicions that some measure 
might be taken by the Government m favour of Mansmgh I 

42 
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dircncd m\ Moonsh) to explain to the Maliarajah the arcum 
stance of Ihs Mnjc»i\ proposing to make a short arcuit of the cn 
Mrons of Delhi and lo repeat inj appearances iliat no inter 
fcrcncc m fniour of any part) u-as intended hj the Gotemment 
I also took nn opponunity Jcsierdi) at a \i^it to Anna Siccnrutii 
on the occasion of Ins son receiving the nhnmininl stnng to 
urge to him and to Gopal Kao Bhoiv the unrcasonalilcncss of such 
suspicions \^hlch I <lcnvc<l fr<im the pnnaplc upon which you 
had uniforml) artcti towards Smdtas Goicmmcnt and upon which 
)ou had dccbrctl )onr resolution to act in rcganl to the other states 
of Ilmdostan and added that no preferred advantage could induce 
you to depart from this principle Tlicy both declared that they 
were satisfied in rcganl to the fncndl) th«position of the Govern 
mem towards Sindta hut asked me to vvisli to the Resident at 
Delhi not to attend to the representations of Rajah Man Singhs 
V^akccls on this subject I rcplictl that this was totally unnecessary 
as the Resident at Delhi actcti under the same onlcrs that I did 
and would con^ucntlj give the same nnsucr to anj represen 
taaon that might lie made b) them Anna then said that nc was 
confident the Maharajali would be entirely satisfictl by which 1 
had stated 


I have the honour to be with the highest respect 
HonTilc Sir 

Your most obedient humble servant 
Camp near khembssar G MERCER 

The 28th March 1807 Resident with Dowbt Rao Smdia. 


Letter No 4, — ^Thc cnclcmire a a letter from Mercer to the 
Governor-General in which he adverts to the afiain of 
Angiiai-Moora^ Angria, Baboo Rao Angria and the con 
fliett between Jaipur and Jodhpur Rajahs. 

From-^G MERCER. RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA. 

To-R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Smdhias Camp the i5Th April 1807 
I have the honour to tnmsinit to you for your informaoon 
the endosed copy of my dispatch of the 14th instam to the ad 
dress of the HonTiIe the Governor-General m CounoL 


P S i6tii April 1807 

I have the honour to endose a copy of my letter of this date 
to the Secretary to the Government m the Polmcnl DepartmeoG 
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To— THE HONTLE SIR G H BARLOW, BART , GOVER- 
NOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL, FORT WILLIAM 

Hon’ble Sir, 

Since I had tlie honour to addicss you on the 7th instant I have 
received fiom the Sub-Secretaiy to the J 3 ombay Government a 
copy of a Icttei to youi addicss from the Goveinoi in Council of 
that Presidency dated the 7th ultimo stating the measures pur- 
sued 111 consequence of the attack upon CoJabah made by the 
partisans of Moiarjec Angiia The Resident at Poona has also 
transmitted to me copies of his correspondence witli the Bombay 
Government on tliat subject and of his addiess to you of the 3rd 
ultimo 

2 I liave communicated the circumstances detailed m these 
letters to Dowlat Rao Sindia, stating the leasons whicli had in- 
duced the Bombay Government to interfere, and he has expressed 
himself much pleased with the attention which has been paid by 
the Bombay Govcinment to the interests of Baboo Rao Angria 

3 On tlie ajdi ultimo I icceived from the Durbar a repre- 
sentation of tlie conduct of Moiarjec Angiia in exciting distur- 
bances against Baboo Rao .tkngria, mth lequest from Smdia 
that I would transmit it to tlic Resident at Poona as he was ex- 
tremely anxious that nothing should occur to prevent Baboo Rao 
Angria from proceeding to this Camp for ivhich he had made 
preparauons wlien these disturbances commenced This request 
I accordingly complied with 

* * * # 

5 The accounts from the Westward have been of late very 
deficient It appears howevei that the Jaipore Troops had taken 
possession of the town and foit of Nagore and had pioclaimed 
Dhokul Smgh in tliat provmce It is further repoited that the 
[aipur Rajah had himself arrived within a short distance of 
jodhpore and entertained hopes of Dhokul Smgh’s bemg also 
acknowledged m that Capital Rajah Man Smgh was said to be 
encamped about 15 coss from Jodhpore 

6 Jeswant Rao Holkar continued encamped near Kotah on 
the 9th instant He perseveres m his sohcitations to Smdia for 
a toeetmg, which, however have been evaded as formerly 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant. 

Camp near Khemlassar G MERCER, 

The 14th April 1807 Resident with Dowlat Rao Smdia 
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Letter No 5. — Edmonstone has been intimated that Chitoo the 
leader of the Fmdarics had been brought a prisoner to the 
Camp of the Sindhio. 

From-G mercer resident Wmi DOWTJVT RAO 
SINDIllA 

To— N D LDMONSTONP SECRETARY TO GOVERN 
MENT FORT WII LIAM 

Camp near Khcnihmar the 16th Apnl 1807 

In acknowledging the receipt of )our letter of tlic nth ultimo 
directing me to state to Dowbt Rao Smdia the just expectation of 
die British Govcmmcni that he would fumisli the late outrages 
of the Pindancs In the person of their leader I have die honour 
to acquaint \ou for the information of the lion hie the Governor 
General in Counal dial Chcctoo Pindarah was jcsicrtlay brought 
to this Camp under a guatd of Sindn^ liorsc and is now in con 
fincment As both the pnnnpal leaders of ilicsc predatory bdhds 
arc now in Sindni power it maj lie reasonably hoped that a 
repetition of the outrages comphlncd of nu) for a certain time, 
at least l>c prevented though from the confirmcti habits of the 
Pindarahi the permanent security of the counnes when thar 
depredations have liccn committed mu t still m a great measure 
depend upon the aaivity of the troops stationed m them. 

1 Since I had the honour to address to the Hon b!c the 
Govcmor-Gencral on the 14th instant accounts have been rtctivcd 
from the Jaipur Army of the •'nd instant by which n appear* that 
the scigc of the at) of Jodhpore had been commenced. 


Letter No 6. — ^Thc enclosure to this letter from Mercer to the 
GovcmoT>GeneTal dated 8th May reports the acdvlde* of 
Slndhin regttrdii^ the siege of Raotgarb, the occupaUon of 
Jodhpur by the jf^pur Army the encampment of the HoHmr 
near Kotab and the disposition of the Rnjput Rajahs and 
Smdhia*s Slrdaxv. 

From— G MERCER, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
STNDHIA. 

To— R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Sindhmt Camp the loth May 1807 

I have the honour to enclose n copy of my dispatch No 68 
of the 8th mstant to the address of the Honourable the Cover 
nor-Gcncial m counal for your information 

To— HONOURABLE SIR G H BARLOW BART., K. R. 
GOVERNOR 43 ENERAL IN COUNCIL. FORT 
WEXIAM. 

This Anny contmues engaged m the siege of the fon of Raot 
Ghiir in which however but htrie progress has been hitherto made 
and the troops employed have suftcred considerably Negotiation* 
have been entered into with die Gamson for the payment of a 
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sum o£ money hut nothing has as yet been adjusted, tliough it ap- 
pears piohahlc that the approach of the rams, and deficiency of 
ammunition foi the Battering Guns, will force Sindia to settle 
matters with them upon the terms proposed 

^ The Jaipur Army had obtained possession of tlic town 
of Jodhpur, hut the fort still held out by the latest accounts receiv- 
ed 111 tins Camp and Rajah Man Singh had refused the proposition 
made to him for his retiring to Jalore. 

3 Holkar continues encamped near Kotah and no mention 
IS made to his intention to mo\e from that position 

4 Rajah Amhajee anti Bappoojee Smdia are proceeding 
\ery slowly towaids tlie Jaipur Camp The clashing interests of 
these Sirdars ha\c occasioned as might have been expected, violent 
disputes between them, and mutual complaints of the conduct of 
each othei ha\e been ir.m'-imited to the l.)iirh.ir The troops have 
plundered and raised contributions on the villages of die Jaipur 
country' on the route by which diey have marched, and this conduct 
has aftorded the Jaiporc Durbar a plausible argument for widihold- 
mg the payment of the amount promised to Smdia Ambajee has 
urged the necessity of Smdia s moving m the direction of Jaipur 
for die jiiirpose of assisting his negotiations, but this measure is 
not considered by the Durbar as likely to be advantageous and m- 
deed Ambajee’s friends here appear to haic little hopes of the 
ultimate success of his mission It is icported that mtngues are 
successfully cirncd and in the Jaiporc Durbar against the Dewan 
Race Chand, die sole ad\isor of the late measure, that Meer Khan 
and some of the other leaders of the subsidiary troops have inte- 
rested themselves to prevent Man Singh’s total expulsion and 
that the Jaipur Rajah himself has expressed a great anxiety for a 
termination of the w'arfarc in which he had engaged himself and 
a wash to encourage terms of agreement between Rajah Man 
Singh and Dhokul Singh 

5 In consc(|ucncc of these circumstances Smdia has writ- 
ten to Rajah Jugget Singh, that should he violate the agreement 
entered into for payment of die money he (Smdia), would 
accede to the propositions which had been repeatedly made to 
him of joining Holkar and Rajah Man Singh against him, and 
hinting that he possessed other and sufficient means of furnishing 
such a breach of faith by supporting the claim of Man Singh, 
rhe supposed posthumous son Rajah Pirtee Singh, the elder bro- 
ther of Pcrtaule Singh, the present Rajah’s father, and conse- 
quently the supposed legal heir to the Musnud of Jaipore With 
a view of giving some w^eight to tins latter threat Smdia has 
directed that attention should be paid to Man Singh, who has 
long resided at Gw'alior and has been supported by the contnbu- 
tion^; of some of the prmapal famihes m the Jaipur country as 
well as by a small Jaghire from Smdia 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Camp near Raotghur • 

The 8th May 1807 


G MERCER 
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Letter No 7^Mcrccr report* thnt the Smdin wot still busy In 
Uic siege of Rflotghur It has been contcraphted that hli 
troops and Nagpur Uoopi arc to join for attacking Hoih 
nngabad Nigpur troops had already taken MaknU the 
principal fort of Chitoo The Jaipur army wo* atUI engaged 
In tJic siege of Jodhpur The Smdliia wanted to prevent 
the marriage of Jaipur Rajali with the princes* of Udaipur 
HoUair was still encamped near Kolah and wanted to march 
to the assistance of Rajah Man Singh of Jaipur since he had 
received money from him 

From-G MLRCLIL RESIDLNT Wmi mWLAT RAO 
SINDIIIA 

To— TIIL GOVLRNQR-GEN! Kj\U IORT WILLIANL 

Camp near Raotgarli the i8ih May 1807 
I !iad the honour to address )ou on the Sth instant 

a. Doubt Rao Sindhia pcr«\cnr« m tlic siege of the fon 
of Raotghur although uith but little prospea of ultimate success. 
His Highnc« lias latcl) made o\cr to the Nagpur Rajah the 
distncts of Sconi and Gunge Ba^oudah for a sum of monc^ and 
proposal* haNO liccn made h) the Nagpur Vakeels for their jointly 
taking possession of (he Bhopal country whilst riic Manager 
Meet Moliammad Khan has hiUicrto evaded c\ct) endeavour to 
induce him to come (o this camp or to paj the tribute settled 
with him b) Sindia an<l i* prcjianng to r«i«i the pbu in agita 
uon against the Bho^ial Govcmnieiu It is reported that a party 
of the troops of tlie Nagpur RijaU lias obtained possession of 
Muckray the pnncipal tort of Ciicctoo Pmuaran and that 
Stndias troops now in the Saugor dutna ire to join this party 
for the purpov; of attacking the fort of Hoshangabad on the 
Ncihuddah iihich is at present in possession of the Bhopal 
people, but formerly belonged to the Nagpur Govcmmeni. 

3 These measures appear however to be adopted b) Sindia 
mcrclj to procure a present supply of moncj from the Nagpur 
Rajah and the prosecution of them on his part must depend m 
a great measure on the result of Ambajee* mission who contmue* 
to urge the nccdsity of Sindia* marching in the direction of 
Jaipur as the only means of enabling him to cflcct the objeer 
of iL 

4. The Jaipur Array continued by the btest accounts co 
ga^ m the sic^ of the fort of jodhporc. SeveraJ of the Rathore 
Thakoors who had joined the Jaiporc Rajah hav'c again left him, 
on a dispute with Scivay Singh the Manager on the part of Dhokml 
Smgh rcspccong their Jameers. The Rajah s pnnapal object 
seems now to be to effect ^ mamage at Udaipore, which Sindia 
ho* wntren to Ambajee and all his retamcri m that quarter to 
prevent by every means of their power imul his demand on the 
Jaiporc Rajah shall be settled. 
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5 Holkar is still encamped in the vicinity of Kotah. He 
has made heaiy demands on Ranah lalim Singh, which tlic latter 
declared he is totally unable to dischaige Holkar has been uigcd 
to march to the assmimce of Rajah Man Singh now that he has 
obtained the money fiom the Rajah of Jaijiore His sobcitation 
he lias evaded on ihe gioimds of his not being able to quit his 
picvcnt position until he sliall hate settled his demands on Kotah 
and Boondee hut he snll keeps up a legulai communication w'lth 
Rajah Man Singli fiom whom Vakeels h,uc been sent also to 
this Duibai and have at rived within a few maiches from the 
Camp 

Letter No 8 — In the cnclosuic which he addressed to tlie Gov- 
arnoi-Gcncial, dated the 13th August, Mercer reports that 
negotiations had been continuing between Rajah Man Singh 
of Jaipur and Rajah Ambajec Ingha and Bapoo Smdhia 
on behalf of Dowlat Rao Further, he reports the possibi- 
lity of a marriage between Dowlat Rao and a daughter of 
Baboo Rao Angria whicli was designed to reduce the influ- 
ence of Baija Bai and Sarji Rao Ghatgay. 

Fkom-G MFRCLR. RFSlDFNr W 1 HI DOWLAT RAO 
SINDIIIA 

ro—R JENKINS, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR 

Camp near Raotghiir, the 15th August 1807 

I have the honour to enclose for youi mfoimaiion a copy of 
my dispatch of the 13th instant to the .iddrcss of the Hon'ble 
the Governor-General in Council 


To— THE HONBLE SIR G H BARLOW, BART, K B 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL, FORT 
WILLIAhl 

Hon’blc Sir, 

1 have had the honoui to receive through Mr Secretary 
Monckton youi letter to Dowlat Rao Sindia announcing to him 
the victory obtained over the French by the Russian Army m 
Poland I immediately sent a message to His Highness requestmg 
to know when it w'oiild be convenient for him to receive my visit 
for the purpose of dehveimg this lettei He replied that his pre- 
sent situation and the state of the weather induced him to wish 
that my visit should he delayed for some days, but that he would 
take an early oppoitunity of appointing a day for that purpose 

2 The heavy rains which have fallen almost incessantly for 
these last fifteen days have prevented Sindia fiom making any 
progress m the siege of Roatghur and the Garnson being weU 
supplied with provisions and stores, show no disposition to sur- 
rendei it to him 
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3, Rajah /Vml>ajcc has \mticn to the Durbar in strong tciinj 
respecting the mcaiurcs pursued by liappoo Sindia in hu nego- 
tiations nitli Raiah Man Singh and after much consultation 11 
has been resolved by the Durbar to abide by the on^nal imen 

ion of supporting tlic Jaiporc Rajahs mcvvs Tins rcsolunon 
appears to l>c formed cntircl) uiwn the consideration of Rajah 
Man ainghs n-ant of means to fulfil the promises of money of 
whicli he has l)ccn hmh and to be unconneaed \vith any pohti 
cal object on the pan of Sindia farther tlian the immetliatc relief 
of his necessities b) the cxiicactl pajment from the Rajah of 
Jaipur It may seem to confirm the opinion tliat upon Arabajec 
and Rapoo Sindia commenang separate negotiations Baptiste 
who commands the pnnapal Infantiy force attached to these 
Chiefs requested Sindia 1 orders with respect to his own condua 
and the answer returned to him \'as that iic should join tliat party 
uhich should njipear the most likely 10 be successful in obtaining 
money Bappoo Sindia had engaged Mccr Khan and Serjee 
Rao Ghautka who had Iwth quitted the Jaijxjrc Army as panics 
in his proposed measure m favour of Rajah Man Singh the mana 
ger on the pan of Dhokul Singh who had been sent from the Jai 
pore Anm for the purpose of conaliatmg Bapoo Sindia and the 
Kathorc Thakurs who had left Dhokul Singh s pany u was supposed 
that these Chiefs would immediately separate from ^poo SinduL 

4. Baboo Rao Angreah had not h) the latest nccouni* readi- 
ed Ujjain where it is supposed he will remain until he shall have 
fully ascenained the footing he is to be upon in the Durbar and 
the vieivs of the pany by whose ad«cc bindia has so earnestly 
solicited him to proc^ to this camp The pnnapal object of 
the Minister is 1 understand to promote a mamage between Smtha 
and a daughter of Baboo Rao Angreah a connccuon which they 
conccisc may serve to reduce the influence of Baizah Bai and the 
party of Serjee Rao Ghautka of whose possible return to power 
they sail entertain the greatest apprehensions. Balajcc Kiinjur 
has I leam informed the Durbar of his intentions of proceeding 
to Camp with Baboo Rao Angreah. 

I have the honour to be, 

Etc., ctc« 

&mp nrar Raotghur GRONn: MERCER 

The 13th August 1807 Resident with Dowlat Rao Sindia. 


Letter No. 9.— This fomu an enclosure to letter No 55. Mercer 
reports that the relations between Sindhia and Amhaji 
Ing ll a are becoming unpleasant. It appeared likely that 
Sindhla instead of co-operating with Nagpnr Raja tor the 
coniraeft of Bhopal would tmnk of personally Interfering 
in the di^tes ^ the Jaipur and Jodhpur Rajahs. The 
troops of Holkar were discratented and about to him, 
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when he advanced the arrears of then pay. Amir Khan 
and Sarji Rao Ghatgay while plundermg Jaipur territory 
were defeated m an engagement by Jaipur troops near 
Kisangarh but defeated the Jaipur troops m a second 
engagement. 

From— G MERCER, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

Camp near Raotgarh, the 7th September 1807 

1 have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord- 
ship’s letter to Dowlat Rao Smdia transmitted by the Persian 
Secretary to the Government which I yesterday dehvered to His 
Highness together witli the Hon’ble Sir George Barlow’s letter 
announcmg your Lordship’s noimnation Information had been 
given to Smdia of the contents of Sir G Barlow’s letter but I had 
no previous opportunity of dehvermg it m person. His Highness 
having held no Duibar for many days past Smdia expressed 
his happiness at your Loidship's safe arrival and his confidence 
that the friendship which subsisted between the two Governments 
would be confirmed and improved undei your Lordship’s adnunis- 
tration 

2 Your Lordship will have been apprized of the leading cir- 
cumstances connected with the state of this Durbar Smdia from 
bis fondness for fnvolous amusements and aversion to business 
has generally entrusted the conduct of his affairs to his Mmisters 
At present however there is no person who possesses the exclusive 
authority or influence of a Minister and although Rajah Ambajee 
Engleah before his departure on his mission to the Jaipore Raja 
was considered m that fight yet the mutual mjunes which had 
been sustamed by both m past transactions whilst they tended 
to destroy that unreserved confidence, on the part of Smdia, which 
he had been accustomed to give to his Mmisters served also to 
prevent any cordial attachment on the part of Ambajee to the 
Maharajah’s mterest Ambajee has hi^erto failed m the sole 
object of his nussion that of obtammg money for Smdia, for, 
although he has certainly secured money from the Jaipore Rajah, 
he has remitted none to the Durbar This arcumstance with the 
clamour of the troops of this army for pay and the total failure 
m the attempts to take the fort of Roatghur which has been 
Besieged for above five months has so mcensed Smdia against 
Ambajee’s party m the Durbar who have conducted his ^airs, 
that he has refused for some days past to admit them mto his 
presence and it was only yesterday that they were called upon to 
attend for the purpose of bemg present at my visit 

3 It is not probable that this Army will move from its pre- 
sent grounds until after the Dashreh m the course of next month 
and although Smdia who has entered mto engagements with the 
43 
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Rnia of Nagpur for ilic conquest of the Bhopal country whItU 
the death of the late Na>vab llyaut Mohammed Klian may seem 
to faalltaic jet as Situlia appears to ha\c given up hope* of ob 
taming more money from ilic Namiur Rajali on the grounds ol 
lus engagements it is likely that iic vnll not neglect the more 
important objects he maj hope to aiiatn by a personal interference 
in the disputes of the Rajah of Jaiporc and Jodhjtorc nnd that lus 
raardi maj be directed to the north ivestuard 

^ Jeswant Rao Holkar continues in hie cantonment at Ban 
poorah on the hanks of tlic Cluimbu) Ills troops had I'ccn in a 
state of mutinj and liad procccticti to the cvtrcmitj of lazing 
his person and confining him in the camp of ilic infmtrj Bngadc 
until he dcluicrcd over to them Ins pnncinal Banker to satisfy 
them in rcganl to thar arrears of paj No rcnctval appears to 
have been latcl) made of lus projioMh for a junaion with Sindia. 
He informs Sindia tliae no sincere rcconaliaiions can take place 
uhilst lie continues to be guidctl by the adwee of Amhafee and 
his partj and accuses Aniltajcc of intriguing unit Im (Ilolkars^ 
ofTiccrs tor the purpose of dqrosing him in favour of hii brother 
kaihi Rao IIolGr In conformitj to this intimation of the mtn 
gucs whether real or prcicndctl winch vvcrc carrying on he has 
sent hut brother in confinement to the fort of Umglojghur near 
hu present cantonment 


S • * * * Ameer Khan ind Serjy Rao Ghatkey 

who had separated from the Jaiporc Army iiroccedctl to plund« 
the Jaiporc county when a force was dcnclicd against them be 
the Ramh under ohcolal Buksec Shcolal appears to have been 
lucccntul m a skirmish with these troops uhidi took place near 
Kiihanrarh hut m a second engagement 30 miles from Jaiporc 
after Meet Khan had been joined l>j his Infantrj Bngadc under 
Mohammed Shah Kliaru the Jaiporc troops were completely 
defeated with the loss of guns and baggage This arcumnance 
will probably oblige the Jaiporc Rap to relinquish the siege of 
Jodhporc and to return to his own Capital as it is confidently 
reported to be Holkar s mtcniion to take advantage of Meer 
Khans ^success by joining him uiih hii Armj and eaacnng 
money ^ra the Raiah for his fort at so cntical a juncture as 
inode of condua which be adopted at the coramcnccracm of 
these ^putes whm he had engaged to join the party of Rapb 
Man Smgh of Jodhporc against that Rajah, Such a measure 

appears to be entirely consistent with Holkar s usual policy and 

wiU tend to bnng matters to a crisis between him and Smdia 
as the latter will^ determined on joining HolLir in his ceaettons 
on the ^jah or supporting the mtcrcsts of the Rajah 

against Holl^ by the prospect held out to him on other side 

of an linmmuitc advice ot money or by the temporary prerak 

Ghautka or rfmt of 
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Letter No lo — ^This is an enclosure to his letter to Jenkins in 
which Mercer conveys the information that the agents of 
the Bhonsla had been pressing the Smdhia’s agent for jomt 
operations against Bhopal and that Ramchandra Appa, 
Smdia’s Agent, had gone to the Holkar for discussmg the 
terms of an offensive and defensive alhance, which are also 
mentioned m this letter. The terms are important. 

From— G MERCER, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To-THE RIGHT HON’BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL, FORT WILLIAM 

Smdhia’s Camp, the 14th November 1807 

Dowlat Rao Sindhia has at length succeeded m his negotia- 
tions with tlie Gamson of Raotghur for the evacuation of that 
Fort, which was taken possession of yesterday on the condition 
that a portion of country in the vicimty belonging to Smdhia shall 
be made over to die proprietors of Raotghur equal m revenue to 
the lands attached to die fort. 

2 Sindhia has not as yet come to any determination respect- 
mg his own movements The Vakeels of the Nagpur Rajah are 
urgent with him to remain m diis quarter for the purpose of caixy- 
mg on joint operations against the Bhopal state, and as his hopes 
of profiting by the disputes of the Jaipur and Jodhpore Rajahs must 
now be extinguished whilst promises are held out to him of an 
additional sum of money fiom Raghoji Bhonsla for his co-opera- 
tion It is not improbable that he may contmue m this neighbour- 
hood for some months should he not be obhged by the unsetded 
state of matters m the Gohud Provmces to march to the north- 
ward 

3 Ramchand Appa, Smdhia’s Vakeel to Holkar, who was 
stated m my last address to your Lordship to have taken his leave 
from Holkar, has arrived m this Gamp From the best informa- 
tion I have been hitherto able to obtam of the nature of the nego- 
tiations which have been carrymg on by Ramchand with Holkar, 
It appears that they have been calculated to form a basis for a 
general offensive and defensive alliance between the two states and 
the foUowmg has been delivered to me as a correct statement of 
the purport of the several propositions now brought by Ram- 
chandra Appa for Smdhia’s approval — 

I St That both Chiefs should consider the Peshwa as their 
sovereign and obey his orders by which means he may 
regam his former digmty and authority 

znd That they should consult and act j'omdy m any enter- 
pnze which they may think proper to undertake and 
that no new arrangements or operations should be 
undertaken without a previous mutual consultation. 
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niat they riiould both at old Injuring or oppresnne 
tlic wmnts or Sardnn of the Peshtn who holtl lands 
in the ranotus jiarls of the country and on the con 
trary should both assist and support them if iniured 
ly others. J 

■^t neither party should encourage or protect the 
^rdars who might riuit the sersice of the other 
lhat orders should lie given to the Sirdars of either 
state who might h.isc occasion to march through 
the districts of the other to pay ilic utmost attention 
to fhc protection of them 

Thnt should either of the two state* l>c attacked bv 
an^^ other state, both should nuaU a common catisi 

J“=ll'I»rc should be 
That thy should continue to ohtenc the same tula 

a. Tb. ° ^ in that mutual accounts, 

the otigmal engagementremen^'*! ” \ “"^'•’tind extracted from 
Subbulghur m the begmning"f 01^^!^? ■>' 

nicnt of Serjee Rao GhatJsS hut under the manage 

nrticici particularly inimical to thr^ contained 

virtually dissolred^by the subse^^fT”^ Go'cmment and was 
parua mth the Go/emment^e 

proper ba»u for rcncivintr the mn ^ ^ considered os a 

^pted from that ^ 

division of the Jai^c and =>“ «1“1 

rerwtmg the senacc of th?VrSa’^^„ “-I* ^"7 

other are not newly introduced bv rTnll™^ service of the 

uous with the Jaipore and Jodh^urX^'?„^J"„^-=^- 

of^pal'^oPB^^^" rf the Durbar with the exeepnon 
necdon with Hollar of i^eh tudmam con- 

^o Ghatka to power tetum of Sarjec 

that they may have mauena^XT and stdl hope 

msiiagement of Sindhia , Ambajee m t£e 

aaaiis. Letter, have been arardmgly 
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ATittcn to Ambajcc the M.ih.irajah ami the Minister assuring 
him ihai no hl.nnc is aitachcd lo bis conduct fiom the failuie ot 
his mission and dcsinng him to icturn to camp I understand 
. . . wlicthcr Ambajcc will again tnist himself 

m the power of Sindbia Gopal Rao Bhau interferes but 

lirilc m the affaiis of the Duibar but njipeais inclined to favour 
tlic negotiations with Ilolkar fiom his nephew Ramchandra Appah 
having the management of them and fiom bis being less anxious 
than the others regarding the appiehcnded letiiin of Ghautka 

6. Smdhia has as yet returned no answ’cr to Holkar's pressing 
solicitation for the speedy ictuin of the Vakeels with the articles 
executed and seems inclined to delay any final resolution on the 
stibj'cct that the negotiation 

may terminate without any further result but should it be con- 
cluded there can be little doubt that the agreement AVill be no 
longer acted upon when it may be found incoinenicnt to the 
interests of either party of jicriod which from the characters and 
views of the contracting parties cannot be distant I shall how'- 
cver attentively watch the progress of it, and regularly submit to 
your Lordship such information as I may be enabled to obtain 
respecting it 


Letter No ii — This is an enclosure to his letter to Jenkins, dated 
13th December 1807 Mercer encloses a copy of the pro- 
posed terms of friendship between Holkar and Smdhia, 

I'ROM— G MERCER, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To— THE RIGHT HON'BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL 

Camp near Raotgaih, the nth December 1807 

Tlic enclosed is a translation from a copy of the propositions 
sent by Holkar to DowOat Rao Sindia winch I obtained (m 
figures) 

2 (In figures) another copy of these propositions which 
differ only m the following points from tliat of which tlie transla- 
tion is now sent that the latter part of the ptli article is entirely 
omitted and it contams . . for the 

. . . Vakeel , upon, is 

written as a proposition on the part of Smdhia to which is 
annexed, as an answer a direct refusal on the part of Holkar 
That this might have been the state of the case when Smdhia’s 
demand was first made I have little doubts, -but I am mchned to 
beheve that the copy from which the translation is now sent is 
correct and that Holkar considers his agreement to this demand 
as the only foundation to his hopes of obtaimng Smdhia’s con- 
sent to the other articles The flattering prospect held out to 
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Sindhin of the receipt of n large sum of monc) might influence 
him nolwith'fTndmg his knoulcdgc of riolknr* character and 
poicrt) uhil't there js nothing in the other articles from which 
he could derive any immethatc advantage (In figures) vra? asked 
the purport of tlic article which rcncwetl the agreement at 
Snbhnlghur He rcpHctl tluat he knew nothing cenain 
Ilolkar had man) at Subbulghur to 

uhleh no person was admitted that the result of these conferences 
was the scfturc and plunder of Ambajee and he therefore supposed 
lliat the present anidc might aUo have reference to him 

3 Nothing farther ha< liccn done hy the Durbar In regard 
to these propositions nor have I had as yet an opportunity of 
making cnnuincs into the purpon of some of the anldcs which 
appears to nc rcndcretl purpose!) ol><cure, I shall however use 
every endeavour to obiam the necessary information on these 
points 

4. The Nagpur Vakeels have communicated to this Durbar 
the demands made upon the Rajah b) Hollar as stated In 
Mr Jenkm s adilrcss 10 your l-ordvhip No 5 and have been desired 
by Sindhia to encourage their master to resist therm The Rabh 
himself has aUo I understand wntten letters to Siodhla and nls 
Ministers on the same subject and a letter was I understand re 
ceiTcd from Hollar hy Sindhia vrhidi slated his confidence that 
from the fncndslup whteh existed between them he (Smdhla) 
would not interfere in any pbn which he (Hollar) might form to 
recover a part of the heavy losses he had sufTcred in the war with 
the Bntisn Government but added that if he should be dis- 
appointed In this confidence a quarrel must ensue, 

5 It may be only necessary to remark upon these arcum* 
stances that whUst they are cmirclv subversivx of the proposed 
engagements between Sindhia and Hollar in their pnnapal 
objects they serve also to evince how little is to be apprehenoed from 
such a compact If actually formed betvecen parties so disposed 
towards each other 

Transtatiort jrotn Persian translation of a Marrattah cof>y of the 

proposttiom made by Jesspant Rao Holkar to DovJal Rao 

Sindhia 

I His Highness the Peshwa is our Sovereign and we ore his 
servants let us th-refore continue like our ancestors to obey his 
orders 

a Let us keep on friendly terms with the Boonslah and other 
Sardars of the Peshwa and let us consult with them on all occasions. 

3. Let the agreement which passed between us at Subbulghur 
under the sanction of our oaths be firmly abided by and let not 
the termi of the friendship which existed between our ancestors 
be departed from. 
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4 Any officers or annuls of either party who may proceed m- 
to the country of die other ivith a force, will take the greatest care 
to preserve the country Should they contrary to the orders of 
their master exact any money from the country, their master will 
account for it. 

5 Should any new enterprize he contemplated it shall be 
carried on hy mutual consultation 

6 That our friendship may be preserved, and doubts between 
us be done away, let neither party endeavour to tamper with the 
army of the other, and should any Sardar quit the service of either 
party, let him not be retamed by the other 

7 The money collected by Meer Khan from the Mohauls of 
Sadoura and other the five Mohauls shall be repaid to Maharajah 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia 

8 Let the money which may have been collected by the 
Soobahdar of one party from the Mohauls of the other smce the 
setdement of differences took place at Subbulghur be accounted 
for mutually 

9 Let a respectable Vakeel from each party attend the Dur 
bar of the other, who may by his being a well-wisher of both, so 
act as to prevent disputes or doubts arising m either party, let the 
tribute from the other Rajahs and wealthy chiefs unconnected 
with us as the Gaikwar and others remam m the hands of those 
who have been accustomed to collect them In this we have no 

that any new arrangement 
let It be prosecuted by our 

jomt council and consent 

10 If any of the ministers or aumds of either party should 
treacherously seek the protection of the other let him not be pro- 
tected but let him be dehvered over to the state he belongs to or 
if such person should be a man of rank let the matter of dispute 
-be fairly enquired mto and adjusted 

1 1 Let the tributes from Jaipore and Jodhpore contmue to 
be collected as they were in the time of our ancestors You 
(Smdhia) will not create any disturbance m the country of Jaipore 
nor shall Holkar mterfere m the country of Marwar (Jodhpur) 
Let these clever propositions be well considered and answer sent 
to them 


concern Should however it so happen 
in regard to them should be proposed 


Letter No 12 — This is an enclosure to the letter addressed to the 
Govemor-Greneral by Mercer imder date 15th January Mer- 
cei/ reports that the troops of Smdhia were clamouring for 
pay and keepmg him virtually m a sort of personal confine- 
ment Sindfua’s revenue had dwindled to 70 lacs from a crore 
and a half. Smce Holkar claims half of Smdhia’s gam in 
Bhopal, Smdhia has proposed that Seoni and Hoshangahad 
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might go to the Bhoasb, he hiimelf should have Ishmmngar 
and have six lacs and the rest of the country to be retained 
by the Nawnb Vazur Mohammed Khom The troops of 
Nana Sahib had come very near Sindhia's Comp in order 
to conduct a Joint operation for the occupation of Chanderi 
by Nana Sahib to which Sindhin had agreed 

^Ko^t-G MLRCLR, RCSIDLNT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To— THE RT IIONBUCLORD MINTO GOVERNOR^ 
GENERAL. 

Camp on the bank of the Dussan nver the 131I1 January 1808 
Sir, 

Dowlat Rao Sindlua lias made no movement since my address 
to your Lordship of the aptli ultimo 

a He has been principally employed in making up sura for 
tne payment of his troops whicli however I understand, is not 
nearly completed to the amount required and he is consequently 
dail) held m a sort of personal confinement by their clamours. 
This mode of enforang payment of their demands called Dhema 
used formerly to be cxcrascd b) the Sardars upon the mmistcn 
only and the Maliarajai person ivas held iniiolablc but since the 
succession of Anna Sicca Kbits from the Durbar their remains no 
person of sufliacnt responsibility and influence from whose con 
Imement the Sirdars could rcasonabl) expect to gam thdr objects 
in this measure 

3 The difficulties under which His Highness labours In the 
payment of his troops arc not likely to be removed effectually by 
rhe petty exactions which he may be enabled to make m this quar 
ter and still leas by any Inacasc of resources from his possessions. 
The estimated product of the whole of his counrne« for the current 
year lately delivered to the Maharaja by the revenue officers of 
the Durbar amounted only to seventy bes of rupees When His 
Highness expressed h\s surprise at this rapid decrease m the reve- 
nues of countnes which were nonunally valued at a crorc and a 
half of rupees he was answcrcti tliat owing to the several provinces 
havmg b«n so repeatedly plundered either by his oivn troops or 
those of HolLar few of tficm produced half the reicnuc they were 
capable of and that a further decrease might be expected nxim a 
contmuance of the same causes and from the instability of the 
Aumili. 

4. The propositions of Hollar re roam still imanstvcred al- 
though Holkar continues to urge the ratification of them and has 
positively declared that he will enforce his claim to a share m the 
conquests Smdhia is making m the Bhopal country m oonfonmty 
to the anaent contract of their fnTnilieK- This measure it is said 
has had much ivcight m occasioning a senous charge m Sindhias 
news m respect to this country ana that he is now with some dc 
grcc of sincerity negotiating tvith Vnzir Mohammed Khan the 
manager of Bhopal on the followmg terms that Hoshangabad and 
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Seoni to the south ward of the Nerbudda River should remain in 
the possession of the Nagpur Rajah, that he himself should retam 
the fort of Islamnagar, and that the lemamder of the Bhopal coun- 
try should be continued m the hands of Vazir Mohammed Khan 
on his paying a sum of money which is stated to be six lacs of 
rupees The payment of this amount however will not without 
much difficulty be obtained from Vazir Mohammed Khan 

5 The troops of Nana Sahib stated by the late dispatches of 
Mr Jenkins to your Lordship to have marched towards this quar- 
ter have arrived mthin a few marches of this camp Their object 
IS to support an engagement entered mto by Smdhia through 
Vinkoji Pidree the Nana’s agent to put Nana Sahib m possession 
of the small state of Chanderi on the borders of Bundelkhand, at 
present m a state of confusion and anarchy for the sum of 
five lacs of rupees a great part of which has, I understand, been 
paid No measures have however been as yet taken by Sindhia to 
fulfil this engagement, nor has any Sardar been appointed on his 
part to co-operate with Nana Sahib’s troops The only step which 
has been taken as far as I can learn with a view to this arrangement 
has been a demand from Smdhia upon the Chanden Rajah of five 
lacs of rupees on account of his having on a former occasion, it is 
asserted, joined Kanm Khan Pmdarr^ in plundenng some parts 
of Smdhia’s country Upon this demand, which the Raja I fancy, 
has not the means of complying with, the attack of ius country 
will probably be grounded 


Letter No 13 — Mercer reports the discussions he had with 
Smdhia and his ministers regardmg the Saranjamy lands, 
the lands of Vmchoor Jagirdar, etc He refused to take an 
active mterest m the matter of Pratmidhi of the Peshwa 
because the Pratmidhi happened to be his friend The 
disputes between Jaipur and Jodhpur had been gomg on 
for some tune Jaipur Rajah supported the claim of 
Dhokul Smgh for Jaipur The treacherous murder of 
Dhokul Smgh’s agents in the Camp of Meer Khan had 
ended in the occupation of Nagore by Meer Effian. 

From— G MERCER, RESmENT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To— THE RT HON’BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 

GENERAL 

The 1 8th April 1808 

My Lord, 

I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 2nd 

instant 
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a. The Durbar haring found means by a pirtnl pajment 
ro some of the Sirdar* to relieve the Maharaja from the state ot 
Tcsinmt in winch he had been by the troops I was enabled to 
pa) m) visit to BiIkk) Rao Angria on the 9th instant accompani 
c<I h) tlic gentlemen attadict! ro the Residency I was 
rcceiv'cd with much civnliiy and attention and after receiving the 
usual presents before taking leave, Baboo Rao expressed his 
gratitude to the British Government for the friendly asnitancc 
given to him m the affairs of Colabah and his hopes that thl* 
fnendship would l>c continued 10 him I nrplictl that tlic Govern 
ment would be ahny* well disposed to show him nets of fnend- 
ship both on his own account and from the relation m which 
he stood to the Peshwa and Maluraja Dowlai Rao Sindhia« 

3 On the Cih I also took the first opportunity that offeree 
of wailing upon the Maharajah at the Durbar After tome 
general conversation I acquainted Slndlila with the complamt* 
mat had been made b) the Coun of Poona respecting HU 
Highness s unauthorized demands on tlie Saranjamy lands of the 
Poona state in Malwa and communicated the appeal which bad 
been made to ^our Lordship# mediation under the treaties of 
Bassicn and Scrjianjangaon to support the rights of the Peshwah 
which had been viobtw b) those demands I said that jour 
Lordship was confident that His Highness would sec the gicar im 
propnety of tlicse proceedings and tnc ncccssit) there was of #atis- 
tying those who had already paid monc) on these demands as well 
as of abstaining from all such requisitions m future. 

4, After some consultation between the Maharajah Baboo 
Rao Angna Gopal Rao Dhow and Anna SIccanaves Gqpal Rao 
rephed on the part of His H^hnew that it was not the hfahaiaja* 
intendon to attempt to justify the demands that had been made 
upon the persons holding Saranjamy lands on the part of the 
Peshwah but that on his wresting the pergunnahs which belong 
cd to the Vindiorc Jaghirdar and Rajah Bahadur from the 
Pindanc# and dclircnng them over to these Chief# they had 
wiDingly paid him a Nazaranah that m the second year no 
demand had been made on the Vinchorc man for these pergun 
nahs but that a sura had been received from him on the promise 
of the Maharajah to put him in possession of certain lands in the 
Gwalior country mduding the pagunnah of Aonchar as the 
Maharajah must be at considerable expenses in reduang some 
of the places m the bands of the Zamindars particumriy the 
Fort of Bccturwar that a sum had been taken jErom ^jah 
Bahadur on account of old balances upon account be tw een Idm 
and Smdhia s Government that the pergunnah of Nyasenu 
Kalubagh and Malhargarh had been taken from Mohammed 
Shah Khan who commanded Mccr Khan s Brigade and delivertd 
over to the Aodekur m consequence of which he had also paid a 
Nazrana that the Maharajiihs troops had been employw in 
scttlmg several refractory Zammdancs in the Sermjamy of the 
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Neohgaumkur, and tliat the pergunnah of Shajanpoor had been 
also taken from Kanin Klian and dehvered to the Powar who 
had paid somethmg m compensation The prmcipal cause, 
however, of these demands Gopal Rao added had been the 
extreme distiess of the Maharajah’s troops from want of pay, and 
that tliey would not be recurred I rephed that it was further 
necessary diat some means should be used to satisfy those by whom 
the, money had been paid and that m reference to what Gopal Rao 
Bhau had said I had been also instructed to represent to His High- 
ness the undoubted nght which the Vmchore Jagirdar appeared 
to have to the pergunnah of Aonchar and to get from His Highness 
the necessary orders for the delivery of it Anna Siccanavis 
said that the necessary orders had been aheady dehvered to the 
Vmchore Vakeel who would also receive the collections from 
the Pergunnah from the date of the order should any delay take 
place m his getting possession m heu of money he had paid and 
that the Maharaja would do everythmg m his power to settle 
these matters to my satisfactions as it was equally his wish to 
please the Peshwa and the British Government No notice was 
taken m the course of this conversation of any claim Smdhia 
might have upon tliese people from his havmg been engaged m 
the business of the Poona state, as stated m his letter 

5 His Highness then said that he had been earnestly 
sohated by the friends of Prati Nidln’s a relation of the Peshwa’s 
and who had fallen under the Peshwa’s displeasure to mtercede 
m his favour and to mterest the British Government also m his 
behef That he had himself written to the Peshwah on the sub- 
ject and that he wished me to write to the Resident at Poona to 
sohat his good offices in favour of Phirtee Nidhi I rephed 
that this was a business m which I could no measure mterfere, 
that I knew that apphcations had been made from various 
quarters m favour of Phirtee Niddee, and that the British Resident 
had not appeared to have interfered m the matter and that I 
could not recommend a busmess of this nature to his attention 
His Highness asked if I could mention the subject to your Lord- 
ship 1 answered that it was my duty to report to your Lordship 
any conversation of the nature which now took place with His 
Highness, but that I could not give lum the shghtest hopes that 
your Lordship would be mchned to interfere m it as His High- 
ness must be well aware of the prmciple to which it was your 
Lordship’s resolution to adhere, nor to mterfere m the mtemal 
concerns of any state m friendship with the Government Noth- 
mg more was said on this subject and I soon after took my leave 

6 I shall send for such of the Vakeels as may be now m 
Camp of the parties holdmg seranjamy lands from the Poona state 
m this quarter and shall have the honour m a future dispatch ‘to 
submit to your Lordship the result of my conference with them 
and of any further commumcations which it may be necessary to 
make to-tlie Durbar towards a final adjustment of the subject 
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7 The contest between (he Rajahs of Jaiporc and Jodhpore 
as far as rcganli the support giicn by the former to the daims of 
Dhokul Singh for the Raja of Jodh^rc, appears to ha\*c been con 
duded for the present by a most homd aa of treachery on the 
part of Mccr Khan Seway Singh the manager of Dhokul Smehs 
affain after a considerable iimc spent in nc^tiations with Mccr 
Khan for hU retiring from Nagorc, liad under the most solemn 
oaths and assurances of fnendsmp and safety \micd Mccr Khan 
m his Camp attended by the pnoapals Thakoors and Sirdars who 
were adherents of Dhokul Singh iV whole party was surrounded 
and murdered in Mccr Khant tent Mccr Khan liad in cotisc 
fluence obtained possession of Nacorc Imt the persons of Dhokul 
Smgb had been previously carried o(T by hu attendants and he 
has arrived in safety m the Bikaner Country 

8 Serjee Rao Ghatgay had joined with his party the Brigade 
under Hecra Singh In the Mewar country and had fallen in with 
the force unJer Ambajee near Chitorc. Amliajcc attacked Serjee 
Rao I party and defeated it and Serjee Rao himself fled towards 
Jawud No material impression however appears to have been 
made on the Bngadc which was retiring from the Mewar country 
but as both SC17CC Rao and Hecra Smgn had offered their services 
to HoUcar orders have been sent from this Durbar to all Smdhias 
ofiicers in that quancr to assist Ambajee and to aiuck Serjee Rao 
and Hecra Singh should they attempt to lom Holkar without any 
apprehension uora the near relation m which the former stood to 
the Maharajah 


Letter No 1^. — Mercer handed over the charge of the Residency 
to Elphlnstone on 29th May 1808 

rROvt— G MFRCER RESIDFNT WITH DO\\T*AT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To— R. JENKINS RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

Smdhias Camp the 29th May 1808 

I have the honour to inform you that I have this day delivered 
over charge of this Residency to the HonTiIc Mr Sphinstonc. 

Letter No 15, — ^This is an enclosure to Hipbinstones letter to 
Jenkins dated 29th May He reports to the Governor 
General on the basis of Akhbars that Mahipat Ram had 
arrived in the Camp of Holkar who had given him a civil 
rece p tion. 

From— M. ELPHINSTONE. RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT 
RAO SINDHIA, 

To— THE RT HONTLE LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, 

Smdhias camp on the bank of the Betwa nver the apth May 1808. 

I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I arrived in 
this Camp on the aand instant. Dowlat Rao Smdhia was p r e ven t 
cd seeing me till yesterday by a disturbance among his troopa. 
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I had yesterday the honour to attend the Durbar and present- 
ed your Lordship’s letter to the Maharajah No conversation 
took place at this meeting 


The Ajmy marched here four days ago and it was understood 
that It would canton here durmg the rams It is now reported 
that the Maharajah will march tomorrow m a westerly direction 
but I have no mformation regardmg his ultimate obj'ect 


The last Akhbars from Holkar’s Army dated the i8th mstant 
mention Mahipat Ram’s havmg arrived m the camp of that 
Chieftain shghtly attended Holkar had given him a a^ul recep- 
i ion though he seemed desirous to avoid the meetmg 


Letter No i6 — ^This day Elphmstone handed over to Lt R Close 
as Resident with Smdhia and proceeded to DelhL 

From— M ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT WITH DOWLAT 
RAO SINDHIA 

To— The RT HON’BLE LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL 


Camp at Thana, the nth July 1808. 

I have the honour to acquamt you that I have received orders 
to proceed immediately to Delhi I have accordmgly this day 
delivered over charge of this Residency to Lieutenant Close who 
has been appomted by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General to 
that duty. 


Letter No 17 — ^This is an enclosure to Elphinstone’s letter to 
Colonel Close dated the i6th July. Elph instone reports 
that the troops of the Smdhia were mutmous owmg to arrears 
of pay and some had deserted him The Prime Mimster 
Babuji Angana could not manage the affairs very well The 
mimsters were quarrellmg among themselves The agents 
of Smdhia had interfered m the affairs of the Rajput states 
of Jaipur and Jodhpur. “Holkar has no Maratha army and 
his regulars are probably as yet inferior to Smdhia’s ” His 
army m co-operation with the Bhonsla’s was fully successful 
but at the end Vazir Mohammed Khan the Manager of 
Bhopal, called in the Pmdaries, forced the Marattas to 
letreat, and recovered portions of the lost territory. The 
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Govtmor-Gcncrol Is reminded of the Sindhla*f rwjucit that 
ho (G G) might intercede on behalf of the Pratlnldhl vrith 
the Pcahwa 

from-m elphinstone ri:sident with DOWLAT 
RAO SINDHIA 

To-nii RT iiorrmh iord minto governor 

GCNERAU 

Tlic 5th July 1808 

When I had last the honour to addrc?a your Lordship Dowlat 
Rao Smdhia had just been free from resinint under vrhich he was 
put by some troops iliat mutinied for pay The removal of the 
troops uas cfTcctctl by Ihs Ilighnwsn calling up some of las regular 
Battalions for the protection of his tents but such sras the dis- 
content created by this measure that the whole of the mutmecn 
immediaicly quitted the camp with the a\owcd intention of return 
mg to the IJe^n and leaving his rcrvice for ever The) amount 
cd to be aliout three thousand Hone the greater part of them 
consisted of a plundering Corps called the Barra Bye who onlv 
differ from Pindarics in their receiving regular pay they idll 
remain near the Betwa whence they send out panics and plunder 
the country in all directions a negotiation for their return has been 
on foot ever since they left the camp Smdhia has not yet been 
able to satisfy them but as they have not marched to the Deccan 
It IS probable the) mil lie prevailed on to rejoin the army 

After (he separation of this parry some other Maratha Chiefs 
became clamorous for their arrears and no sntJsfactmn bang given 
them they proceeded to prevent the Maharajah quitting his tents 
for even eating the condua of ihc pnnapal of them Bhagwant 
Rao B)'5 c ivas such as greatly to exasperate Slndhm who ordered 
a considerable payment to be made them immediately and at the 
same time desired some Battalions of Infantry and some Cavalry 
to march against them Bhagwam Rao Bysc prepared to resist 
the force that w'as sent agamst him and gave out that he bebeved 
he bad more partisans in the camp than Smdhia. This state of 
thmgi cxdtcd much alarm In camp all the shops were shut and 
troops were posted to protca the bazars and Smdhia s tent At 
last the mutmecTB marened off for the Deccan without any attempt 
bang made to molest them. They had endeavoured to prevail on 
the Chiefs of the party which formerly separated to 10m them m 
rcsistmg Smdhia but those Chiefs refused to jom allegmg that 
Bhagwant Rao had received his pay separately and had no common 
cause with those who had recavw nothing 

The distress and consequently the mutmous spmt of the 
tioops 18 greatly mcreased the present state of the ministry 
Angna who Is the nominal prime minister is quite incxpenencM 
In the affairs of this Government, He is not known to the troops 
and has nathcr crcdi'’ among the bankers nor funds of his own. 
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He is also extremely distrusted by the old ministers who are accus- 
ed with great appearance of trutli of augmenting the distresses of 
the Army on purpose to increase Angria's embarrassments They 
are led to this not only by tlieir desire to recover tlie direction of 
affairs, but by the fear that if Angria should be firmly estabhshed 
m office he would put m execution the plans of extorting money 
from the minisicis which he formerly proposed to the Maharajah 
Sindhia is \cr)’' desirous to bring about a coidial co-operation 
between his uncle and his old ministers but his exeitions have fail- 
ed entirely and they may all be considered as decidedly hostile to 
Angna except Gopal Rao Bhow who appears to have attached him- 
self to present Minisici’s party Angna is himself greatly distress- 
ed for money, he has long since exliausted all his resources and 
mortgaged his patiimony of Colaba and he has incurred fresh 
expenses by bunging a large body of troops w'lth him They are 
now much in an ears and aie very clamoious for their money 
Many of them have quitted him and 300 of them went off with 
Bhagwant Rao Byse 

Ambajee’s influence is at present very low, he has greatly dis- 
pleased the Maharajah by declining to comply w'lth His liighness’s 
demands for money and by his want of co-opeiation with Bappoo 
Sindhia It seems to be Sindhia’s intention to depnve Ambajee of 
all the countnes now under him except Nunvar Sunnuds for the 
management of Mew'ar are said to have been already sold to Bappoo 
Sindhia for 3^ lacs of rupees Ambajee was lately joined by his 
brother Bala Rao after which he again attacked Senee Rao Ghatka 
and Heera Singh but received a severe check After this success 
Serjee Rao proceeded to the Jaipore frontier and joined the army 
under Bappoo Sindhia 

Bappoo Smdhia entered the Jaipore terntory about the end of 
May hut w'as forced by tlie threats of Holkar and perhaps by the 
strength of the Jaipore army to retire into Ajmer About the 
middle of last month Bappoo Sindhia again entered Jaipore and 
heing reinforced by Serjee Rao, Heera Singh engaged the Jaipore 
Army under Roy Chand Singh The action is said to have been 
well contested It was chiefly maintained on Smdhia’s side by 
Baptiste and the regular Infantry Heera Singh Commandant 
was killed m the batde Chand Singh was entirely defeated with 
the loss of all his guns, baggage and bazars Chand Singh with 
some of his troops retired into Tora where he is besieged by 
Bappoo Sindhia the rest of the Army dispersed and retired towards 
the capital 

After the victory a dispute arose between Bappoo Smdhia and 
Serjee Rao about the division of the plunder, it terminated m Serjee 
Rao’s separatmg from the Army with twelve of the captured guns 

The accounts of this victory reached Smdhia on the and of 
this month, he had made one march from the Baitwa and was 
understood to intend halting some time near Cutchnare Seraee for 
the purpose of enforemg his hitherto unsuccessful demands on the 



352 


NACPim RESIDENCT RECORDS 


Raggogur country Since he rccei^’cd intelligence of Bappon 
Sinaia I fucccss he has made four marches to this place and he 
professes an intention of continuing his march to Soopoor near the 
ChumhuL 

The lerity and want of lystcm which charactenze the court 
render it uncertain whether this intcnuon will be adhered to 
though It it obiioiu that nothing but such a step properly followed 
up can enable Smdhia to profit hy his recent success and to recover 
his influence among the Ratput states Tlie Raph of Jaiporc 
though defeated is far from subdued he is busied in pre 

panng for the defence of his capital and at the same time in 
assemoling an army to meet the Maraita in the field, he has called 
on the Shckoottcc Chiefs and his other allies and dependants to 
assist him and has applied for aid to Mccr khan and Holkar 
Nicer khan has delivered oi'cr Nagorc to Rajah Man Singh he has 
defeated the son of Scwacc Singh who laid) relumed inth a force 
from BiLancr and has marched in die direction of Jaiporc leaving 
about 3000 horse and foot to assist the Jodhpore ^lah, Holkar 
will no doubt renew his threats and they together witn the amval 
of Meer khan and the separation of Settee Rao will probably Inii 
midaic Bappoo Sindhia and prevent his further progress. 

Smdhia s march to the Chumbul would place him within rcadt 
to reinforce Bappoo SIndhia If Meer Khan joined the Jaipore 
Rajah It uoula probably prevent HolUrs interference in the 
affairs of Jaipore or If u did not u would afford a good opportunity 
of deadtng the disputes betivecn the 111*0 states by an appeal to 
arms. 

Holkar has some time since dischaigcd all his Maratha horse 
and occupied himself entirely in casting ^ns m training regular 
troops and cavalry and in arranging his finances In this he has 
aaed wisely for though the regular troops and anilleiy arc the 
weakest part of a native array when opposed to us it w by those 
branches alone that all battles among thcnucl\C8 arc deeded. I 
do not know what progress Holkar is making in the points to which 
he has turned hii attention but from his known talents and acti- 
vity I conclude that he is improving and that if he has ame he 
will exate all the other native powers. 

On the other hand Smdhia • power has for a long ome been 
on the de cl i n e. Every year takes something from his resources, 
hii military power and ms Influence among foreign states. So 
that unless some change takes place in the conduct of one or other 
of the two Durbars or m the raicral state of India, Smdhia mjLj 
be expected m the course of a few years to fall without a struggle 
into Holkar'i hands 

It 18 not probable that Smdhia will ever have a bett er opportu- 
nity than the present of effecting a change m his favour He has 
a connderable advantage m his late victory Holkar has no Maratha 
army and hii regulars are probably as yet infenor to Smdhia s. 
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His conduct m the late disputes between Jodhpore and Jaipore has 
lowered his character among tlie Rajpoots Meer Khan seems at 
present to have sepaiated his mteiests from those of Jeswant Rao 
and die rebellion of Dadu Khan who has seized the greater part 
of Ins possessions m die Deccan place Holkar m a situation m 
which nodung but the superionty of lus peisonal character could 
give him a prospect of maintaining of himself agamst Smdhia, 
should the lattei conduct himself accordmg to the plamest dictates 
of commonsense 

Should Smdhia move towards the Chumbul he mtends to profit 
from lus situation by levying money on Soopoor and the neigh- 
bourmg coimtry, by obligmg Amhajee’s Managers to give up 
Bubbulgaih and by intinudatmg Ambajee’s brother Khandojee the 
Anul of Nurwai and forcing him to pay a large sum of money to 
the Government 

Smdlua has left some troops to assist the Rajah of Berar m 
the conquest of Bhopal the combmed force of those chiefs had at 
most entirely subdued the country, when the manager Vizeer 
Mohammed Klian called m the Pmdaries, forced the Marathas to 
retreat and made considerable progress m recovering the country 
Smdhia’s troops with the Raiah of Berar’s Army are few, they are 
illpaid and mutinous, it is not improbable that the failure of this 
jomt attack may show the Rajah of Berar that his chance of success 
would be much greater if he would lay out the large subsidies he 
gives to this Government m paying his own troops 

Some time after I last wrote to your Lordship, Smdhia rteuin- 
ed my visit and made the usual presents I have smce accompamed 
him once on a huntmg party and waited on him once at his tent 
On the last occasion after some common conversation His Highness 
asked me what I thought of Holkar’s conduct with lespect to Mahi- 
pat Ram and what Holkar had rephed to your Lordship’s request 
that he might be dehvered up I said that I had not heard what 
Holkar’s answer was but that I conjectured he would find pretences 
for retammg Mahipat Ram tdl he could get all his money from 
him and would then eithei dismiss him or dehver him up 

His Highness then began a very long discussion respectmg the 
commutation of Raja Baye’s Jageer I shall not take up your 
Lordship’s time with the detads as every argument that had been 
brought forward from the time when Mr Mercer first mtroduced 
the subject was renewed and msisted on, Smdhia spoke a good deal 
himself He msisted on his right to three lacks of cash m heu of 
three lacks of Jageer, contested our nght to mtroduce the regu- 
lations m the Jagirs and endeavoured to represent the commutation 
as a concession on his part The ministers talked much of the in- 
convenience the Government was put to by the delay m fixmg the 
sum they were to receive which they said prevented the Bakers 
advancmg money on the Jageers for the present Hindoo year and 
concluded by desiring that I would promise either to produce a 
deasion on the amount to be paid m 25 days or to agree at the 

45 
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end of ihai penod to the Maharnjali » demand for ilircc lack* m 
cash fills 1 posiincly refused and tlic affair remained unsettled 
ns before. 


Letter No i8 — ^Thls form* the enclojurc to Close s letter to Jenkint 
dated 22nd Au^t In the enclosure Close report* that no 
accommodation had been effected between the Rajahs of 
Jaipur ond Jodhpur and that the troops of Slndhu and 
Serjee Kao as also of Meet Khan hod been operating in 
Jaipur territory There was no nmltj subsisting between 
Bappoo Smdhhi and Serjee Rao Ghatniy Owing to the 
most deplorable financtal condition of olndhias Government 
it had ^n proposed that the Government should be 
managed by the Slndhta hinuclf Baboojl Angria Anna^ 
and Bapoo Chitnls Kanm and Chitoo Chief* of the Pinda 
ncs who had been treacherously seized tome time back had 
been imprisoned by Slndhla and sent to the fort of Gwalior 
under confinement. 


Trom-R CLOSL RLSIDLNT WITH DOWLAT RAO 
SINDHIA 

To-THE RT HONBIF LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GENERAU 


Camp near Shaiialiad the 20th August 180S 

1 bad tiie honour to address your Lordship on the 2nd instant 
since which penod no step has been taken by Dowlat Rao Sindhia 
to enable Bapoo Slndhu and Scricc Rao more cfTeaually to enforce 
their demands on the Rajah 01 Jaipur Notwithstanding the 
powerful motives by which It might be supposed that Sindhia would 
DC influenced arising from the negotiations and near approach to 
Jaiporc of Mccr Klun with a considerable force, the favourable 
disposition of Rajah Man Singh of Jodhporc who has however 
expresses a doubt of Slndhla s sinccniy which can only be removed 
by hii advance and the earnest solicitation of his own ofHccrs m 
the Jaiporc tcrnioiy who represent m strong terms the bcncfioal 
effects which such a movement would produce. 

A prmapal reason for this delay I imagine to be, the appre 
hcnsion that Holkar would by Sindhia s advance be led to take 
rart m the dispute a* oltliougb the present reduced state of that 
ChicTs strength appears to be well known the vigor and energy of 
bis character is alw duly appreoated. 


Smdhia s anxiety on this head os well as regarding Holkar 
encouragement of Mccr Khan is cvmccd by his holdmg out to him 
hopes of his ratificatioii. Of the treaty proposed by Holkar and 
coTUmvimcatcd to your Lordship in Mr Mercer s dispatch of the 
r ith December last year promises have been made that Ram Cbnnd 
Appa, the Vakeel to whom Holkar delivered that Treaty shall be 
«cnt with It as soon as possible and for the purpose of aajustmg aB 
differences between the two Durbars. 
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A course of alarm to the present mmisters may hkewise be 
•iratvn from the prospect which a movement towards Jaipore would 
open of Serjee Rao’s being thus enabled to ]om this army or at 
least of establishing his influence in Smdhia’s council In other 
respects the present period appears favourable as the clamours of 
the troops have been silenced by a late discharge of some of their 
arrears but which m the couise of a few months, it is probable, will 
again break out Advantage is taken of the latter arcumstance to 
select a body of tioops under the command of Appa Khandia 
which, It IS given out, he detached to the southward for the 
purpose of opposmg Vazir Mohammed Klhan who after plundering 
the districts of Ashtee and Sujalpore, went up Bhopal, has lately 
carried his depredations mto the Radgur distnct The fort of 
that name was taken possession of by this army towards the end 
of 1807, but appears to have been left m a weak state of defence on 
Smdhia’s marching from that part of the country 

This detachment is now collecting at a short distance from 
the aimy, and its march is said to have been retarded only by the 
festival of the Janmashtami, the celebration of which is now near- 
ly concluded 

The same spirit of disunion which I m a former dispatch stated 
to your Lordship, continues to actuate the different ofl&cers in 
command of the army m Jaipore Letters daily arrive from Serjee 
Rao Ghatgay and Bapoo Sindhia accusmg each other as the cause 
of their necessities and the slow progress of the war m which they , 
are engaged Serjee Rao has been compelled by desertions from his 
army and other mfficulties to retire from his advanced position to 
the holders of Ajmer Bappoo Smdhia after levymg a contribution 
of 80,000 rupees on Bejaywar left that fort and proceeded to 
Nowaee which he has taken, he is now occupied m the siege of 
lellayum 

The Jaipore Durbar is not dismayed but I do not hear of any 
force being sent to oppose the advance of Smdhia’s army Troops 
have been assembled and measures have been taken to render tht 
mfantry efficient by supplymg it with guns and ammumtion 

Meer Khan has approached to Sambre and was said to have 
mtended entermg Jaipore with a small party, but was diverted 
from this design by ms apprehension that he might meet with a 
smular reception to that which he had before given to Siwaee 
Smgh He has therefore continued with his army and is negotiat- 
ing for money with Rajah Jugget Smgh, who has sent him a lac of 
rupees from Jaipore but is reluctant to advance anythmg further 
till he is fully convmced of Meer Khan’s disposition to render him 
assistance Meer Khan m the meantime keeps on terms with all 
parties, he tells the Jaipore Rajah to depend on his co-operation, he 
writes to Bapoo Smdhia at one time to leave the Jaipore country 
and that he will arrange a settlement of his just demand*? and at" 
anothei that he will join with him in ohhgmg Rajah Jugget Smgh 
to pay tribute, he assures Holkar also of his fidehty and iSmdhia of 
bis attachment 
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l!\c fuppcaulon appears consistent with this artful conduct 
liiat hts ultimate objea is not to rcianl Smdhiaa operations unless 
m ns far as It may be found requisite to enable him to procure 
from the Jaiporc Ilnjah a considerable payment Sindhia continues 
to be importuned on the subject of Serjee Raoi recall His High 
ncsi however expressed his conticfion that the only means to 
remed) the incflincnc) and wcalness of his Government and to 
augment his authonty and inRucncc would l>c the administration 
of^is affairs b) himself Angna his uncle Anmjce and Bapoo 
Chitnans The) all at His Highness s desire assembled in hii tent 
at a time appointed on the 1310 instant and there entered into an 
engagement that they would unite m their exertions to support the 
^gnfi) and power of his Government Tlvcrc is however httle 
reason to Imagine tlicrc was much imeent) in this proceeding 
Angna from hii uant of resources feels his urakness and ii desirous 
to establish his influence and ascendancy through the assistance of 
Scqcc Rao uho 11 in cIo« correspondence with him The sole ctm- 
duct of affairs remains as usual vested m the hands of Annajee the 
onl) person who has credit sufllaeni to support the expenses of 
the Goicmment 

A feu only of the Bara Byes have as yet Iiecn prcttincd on to 
rejoin this army I understand an offer ot employment has lately 
been mtde to them by Holtar ivho is also about to retain in hui 
service two separate detachmenu that hare left this camp one of 
uhich IS commanded by Bugwam Rao Bpe. A remonstrance has 
been made by this Durbar on the impropriety of his thus en« 
couraging the desertion of the troops 

Kanm and Cbcetoo Chiefs of the two pnnnpal bodies of Pm 
dines and who were some time ago ircachcrously seizrd and 
impnsoned by Smdhia have lately been sent under confinement to 
the fort of Gwalior to obviate all danger from thar iningucs m this 
Camp 

Nothing further has transpired since the 14th mstant rcspcctmg 
the communicationi which I had the honour to make for your 
Lordships information to the Seartary In the Pobdcal Depart 
ment. 


Letter No 19 — Close reports the contlnnancc of disturbed condl 
don of Rajput state* quarrels between the Sardan of the 
Slndhia operating in Rajpntann, the designs of Holkar to 
participate in the Rajpetona affairs and rlntm part* of 
Kflghogarh temtory and Warir Mohammed Khan s efforts 
to detach Slndhia irom Bfaonsla in thdr designs on Bhopal 

From— R. CLOSE. RESIDENT WITH DOWf^T RAO 
SINDHIA 

To-THE RT HObTBLE LORD MINTO GOVERNOR 
GEiNERAXj, 

(An enclosure to his letter to Jenkins, dated 17^1 September 1808). 

I had the honour to addrro your Lordship on die aorh ubimo 
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Little progiess has since been made by the Government in the 
war m which it is engaged and Bapoojee Sindhia is at present the 
only Sirdar employed m conducting it 

In a former dispatch 1 stated that Serjee Rao had separated 
from Sindhia’s Army and retired to the borders of the provmce 
of A]mer, he there commenced plundermg Balia Rao Ingha’s tern 
tory, which obhged the latter to march out to oppose him, the 
two armies were encamped in presence of each other for a few 
days during which some skirnushes took place unattended with any 
deasive effect 


At length, however, they moved out to engage, the consequence 
of whidi was Balia Rao’s retirmg to Ajmer, he was pursued bv 
Serjee Rao, who at this time wrote to Smdhia m confidence of his 
bemg enabled to exact a contribution when he stated it as his m- 
tention to rejoin Bapco Smdhia 

Shortly after however Balia Rao Ingha agam moved out 
against him with a body of horse and forced him to retreat to the 
vidnity of Kishangarh Ghatgay has on different occasions written 
to Smdhia excusmg himself on account of his necessities for 
deserting Bapoo Smdhia and praymg for rehef No displeasure 
seems to have been expiessed by Smdhia but on the contrary he 
has been encouraged to hope for assistance and as a token of 
Smdhia’s regard a dress of honour with present have been sent to 
lum 


Baptiste bkewise set out some time ago from Bapoo Smdbia’s 
Camp to return to this army accompanied by Gomaji, brother of 
Bapoo Smdhia, he is accompanied only by a few hundred horse 
and IS expected in this Camp m a very few days 

When accounts of his intention first arrived^ it did not 
meet with the approbation of the Ministers here, it was afterwards 
said that he was charged with proposals from Jaipore and orders 
were sent to him to proceed with expedition 

Vakeels had been deputed to him by Rajah Jugget Singh while 
he contmued with the Army to the northward, but negotiations do 
not appear to have been entered mto by him 

Meer Khan is stated to continue his demands for money on 
the Rajah of Jaipore, not satisfied by the offers that have been 
' made to him and which have been hberal 


The Rajah now perfectly sensible that he cannot expect assist- 
ance from Meer Khan is anxious to prevail on him to leave his 
donunions for which purpose these offers have been made to him 

This circumstance probably contributed to a proposal which 
has been made by Rajah Jugget Smgh to Zalim Smgh Manager 
of Herowtee on the Cota coimtry that he should assume the o&e 
of mediator and use his endeavours to brmg his difference with 
Dowlat Rao Smdhia to an amicable settlement 



